
PROMOTING INTEGRITY THROUGH 

JOINT LEARNING STUDIES  

The Joint Learning Studies (JLS) are a new 

and innovative method established to 
share knowledge between MENA and 
OECD countries and support the success-
ful implementation of reforms. One of the 
key elements is the involvement of ex-
perts from both MENA and OECD coun-
tries in the assessment process. The 
OECD-MENA Governance programme is 
currently implementing a series of JLS in 
the field of integrity with the purpose of 
supporting the important efforts of gov-
ernments in this regard and with a view of 
enriching regional dialogue in this area. 
The first JLS on Enhancing Integrity in Pub-
lic Procurement in Morocco was com-
pleted in 2008 and is available online. 

In 2009-10 at least six new JLS will be car-
ried out in key areas of corruption preven-
tion. In preparation of the JLS on Integrity 
in Public Procurement in Yemen and the 
JLS on the Implementation of the Code of 
Conduct and Ethics in Jordan’s Civil Ser-
vice, fact-finding missions to Yemen and 
Jordan took place in January and March 
2009. 

IRAQ CREATES TASK FORCE FOR  

ECONOMIC REFORMS AND PRIVATE 

SECTOR CAPACITY 

The Task Force for Economic Reforms and 

Private Sector Capacity was launched in a 
High-Level Meeting on 20-21 January 
2009. The meeting was attended by rep-
resentatives from the Government of Iraq 
as well as OECD member countries. The 
task force aims to guide and support pol-
icy and legislative design, regulatory and 
institutional reform, as well as project im-
plementation designed to diversify the 
Iraqi economy through private enterprise 
and investment promotion. 

The task force is to be structured around 
four working groups focusing respectively 
on legislative revision, restructuring of 
state-owned enterprises, small and me-
dium enterprise development and social 
dialogue, and investment policy. The 
MENA-OECD Investment Programme is 
principally involved in legislative revision 
and investment policy. 

The delegation from the Iraqi government 
included senior representatives from the 
Prime Minister’s Office, the Council of 
Ministers, Ministries of Finance and Indus-
try, the National Investment Commission, 
the Kurdish Regional Board of Investment, 
and Iraq’s Ambassador to France. 

 

 RECENT AND UPCOMING KEY EVENTS  

June 2009 

11-12 – Participation of MENA countries in the Conference on Climate Change and 

Sustainable Cities, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain. 

16-17 – Technical Seminar on Measuring and Planning Workforce and 5
th

 Regional Working 

Group Meeting on Civil Service and Integrity, Rabat, Morocco. 

17 – Meeting of the Task Force on Responsible Business Conduct, Cairo, Egypt. 

24-25 – High Level Regional Seminar on Improving e-Services Take Up: Challenges, Solutions 

and Good Practices and 5
th

 Regional Working Group Meeting on e-Government and 

Administrative Simplification, Manama, Bahrain. 

25 – Workshop on Free Economic Zones with World Bank Investment Climate Assessment 

Publication, Cairo, Egypt. 

July 2009 

6-8 – Iraq Private Sector Task Force Meeting and Training, Paris, France. 

8-9 - Conference on the Governance of Water: Sharing experiences between OECD and MENA 

countries, Tunis, Tunisia. 

September 2009 

21-22 – 5
th

 Special Session on the OECD Working Party on Regulatory Management and 

Reform, Paris, France. 

28-29 – MENA Governance and Investment Steering Group meeting at Technical Level and 

Donors Meeting, Cairo, Egypt. 

30 – Meeting of the Working Group on Investment Policy and Promotion, Cairo, Egypt. 

October 2009 

1-2 – Participation of MENA countries in the Meeting of the Public Employment Working 

Party on Strategies for Building a Representative Public Workforce and Workshop on 

Addressing Gender in Human Resources Management, Paris, France. 

19 – Meeting of the Working Group on SME Policy, Entrepreneurship and Human Capital 

Development. 

12-13 (tbc) – Taskforce on Corporate Governance of Banks, UAE 

26-27 – Regional Conference on Public Sector Integrity, Istanbul, Turkey. 

November 2009 

4 (tbc) – MENA Responsible Business Network, Amman, Jordan. 

4-5 – 2
nd

 Meeting of the MENA Senior Budget Officials Network on ‘Budget offices’ 

adjustments to an international crisis’, Doha, Qatar. 

6-7 – High level delegation to the Global Forum on Fighting Corruption and Safeguarding 

Integrity and Conference of State Parties, Doha, Qatar. 

8-9 – Meeting of the Working Group on Corporate Governance in conjunction with the 

Annual Meeting of the Hawkamah Institute, Dubai, UAE. 

22 – MENA-OECD Business Forum and Governance Day, Marrakech, Morocco. 

23 – MENA Ministerial Meeting: Beyond the crisis: Placing business and citizens at the centre 

of policy responses, Marrakech, Morocco. 


