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Which reflections?




Urban growth in XX Century

1900

* White point: urban area of 1 million of people
* Red square: urban area of 5 million people

Europe at night

Densification and urban sprawl




* LANDSCAPE: the LU/LC + people perception

* LAND USE/LAND COVER (LU/LC): the
physical features of human management of
territory (waht you see in a satellite image or
in a LU/LC map)

* TERRITORY: “I'histoire dans I'espace”, “the
history in the space” (Reclus): the result of
territorial actors’ work on space... one space,
many territories (Physical transformation and
social relation) (many things you do not see)

* SPACE: the geometric site, or the natural
site, or the ecosystem before human actions
(the physical geography)

What landscape is?

* Landscape is an area, as perceived by
people, whose character is the result of the
action and interaction of natural and/or
human factors (ELC)

Difference between the concepts of territory
and landscape

Involvement of “people” in perception: the
existence of an immaterial part in landscape
(values and significances assigned)
Presence of natural and human factors in
landscape processes

Landscape as empirical manifestation of

territorialit
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Two categories of landscape transformation

From above: explicit transformation
* Planned by territorial plans or defined by
territorial rules, laws, bills

Landscape issues of spatial or sector
policies: forecasted and managed, forecasted
and not managed, unpredictable

Regulation

From below: implicit transformation
Produced outside the control of plans or
rules

Many actors transform landscape, directly or
indirectly and without awareness of it

Self regulation

The north-east miracle of Veneto

In the second half of the twentieth century,
rapid transformation of the rural economy

into an industrial one, based on small and

medium enterprises

“For every house a shed”, for every village a
small industrial area (the number average is
four)

Urbanization process exploited the traditional
polycentric structure of the territory, based
on a repeated micro-hierarchy of cities,
towns, villages and isolated houses, directly
linked with the agricultural lands

The development was sprawled everywhere
in the central plane, and the whole society
enriched sensibly
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The widespread of urban elements into
predominantly rural social fabric has
transformed the Veneto cultural landscape
well known for its walled towns and Palladio’s
villas

Intellectuals were rarely interested in this
settlement pattern if not to criticize it strongly
often using derogatory names: “settlement
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jam”, “villettopoli”...

This idea had (and still have) some reflects on
the Veneto urban planning, but doubtful
effects.

Divided between protection and exploitation
of territory, urban plans and specific laws
actually permitted the construction of this
particular settlement pattern.

People living in the “ citta diffusa ” do not
come from cities, as victims of
gentrifications...

... they normally move from a village to
another, maintaining strong relationships
with the origin family and friends

... they use the territory as a large village,
whose “squares” are indifferently shopping
malls and historical centres, that can be
traveled over by car

... they appreciate the possibility to stay
close to “nature”, to have a private garden, to
keep pets and other animals, to move by car,
to park easily, to know everyone, to be free




This pattern is going to spread over western
countries, becoming the place where most of
people live in Europe

Some authors propose to consider sprawl as
a sort of spontaneous experiment, a first
attempt towards the creation of the XXI
century city

We are moving toward a new territorial
configuration able to absorb cities,
monuments, villages, countryside and nature
in a new city/country pattern?

But in a social point of view which are the
rules below this territorial process?

The province of Treviso
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The Sile river and the urban sprawl

The hills and the urban sprawl




* 95 municipalities, 2.476,68 sq km,
880.295 inhabitants

e 1077 “productive areas” almost 10 for each
municipality (2008)

e 78.000.000 sgm only 60.000.000 sgm
occupied

Problems of productive areas
Environmental (water, air emission and waste
management)

Geological risks
Poor connection with main road network

No public transport

Proximity to urban areas (less than 250 m
from houses)

Poor quality of buildings ad landscape
impacts

Marca 2010: a new model of welfare and
development

From“3 C"to “5 T”

From Casa, Camion, Capanon (House,
Truck, Shed)

To Totalita, Territorio, Talenti, Tenacia,
Tecnologia (Totality, Territory, Talents,
Tenacity, Technology)

Not 95 municipality but a unique reticular
city
To develop territory in a agro-politan

perspective, a new identity based in a eco-
economy

A new quality landscape, the stainable
union between nature and culture




Province of Treviso

If you see it... You fell in love

Tourism become a new opportunity to
diversify local economy to give more
chance for local development

Treviso has not the attractions of Venice,
Verona, Alps, Beaches... but has an
interesting landscape

To make Treviso a little Tuscany near
Venice

... but territorial disorder undermine
tourism opportunity

... SO Treviso should invest in landscape
restoration as way to improve tourism
opportunity




Urban sprawl in Veneto as case study ask to
investigate in detail the configuration of
power about landscape transformation

Traditional actor’s frame: expert, politician,
business community, general public...

...Should be tailored with the winners, losers,
neutrals...

at the moment the model in win/win with
externalities payed by landscape and future
generations?

We have to investigate the losers of
landscape transformation they exist?

They have not awareness about the costs
they are paying?

If everyone is involved in richness trough
increasing and urbanization process none
protest

But this silent pact does it exist?

This urbanization is the result of small
investments and small renting behaviours?

Landscape can't say it, landscape can
suggest questions ...

... SO we should came back to territory and to
integrate the way of investigation...

Polices of landscape conservation and
restoration are a new form of conventional
wisdom?

Should maintain landscape quality just for
tourism business?

Are we customers or citizens?
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