
  



Welcome cocktail ς  21 November 2009 

19:30  
Cristal Room 

WELCOME COCKTAIL Hosted by the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco  
Hotel Palmeraie Golf Palace  

Morning session ς 22 November 2009 

8:00 ς 9:00 REGISTRATION 

9:00 ς 9:30 
Cristal Room 

Welcome remarks:  

¶ Mr. Ahmed Réda CHAMI, Minister of Trade and Industry, Kingdom of Morocco  

¶ Mr. Mohamed TAMER, Vice-President, Confederation of Moroccan Enterprises (CGEM), 
Kingdom of Morocco 

Opening remarks:  
 

¶ Mr. Angel GURRÍA, Secretary-General, OECD 

¶ Ambassador Melanne VERVEER, Ambassador-at-[ŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LǎǎǳŜǎΣ ¦Φ{Φ 
Department of State, United States  

 

9:30 ς 11:00 
Cristal Room 

Panel I: Women Business Leaders Summit  
 ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΥ ŀ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 

 
How can MENA governments facilitate increased female participation in economic activity, as part 
of a strategy for job creation and economic growth in the region? What concrete measures can be 
taken to remove gender-specific obstacles to entrepreneurship and employment? 

Representatives from ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
CEOs and Ministers from MENA and OECD countries, will discuss these and other pressing issues in 
this session. They will also assess the steps taken since the 2007 MENA-OECD Ministerial Declaration 
ƻƴ CƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ a9b! wŜƎƛƻƴ and produce a draft Action Plan to 
identify measures needed to boost womenΩǎ entrepreneurship in the region. 

 
Moderator: H.E. Ms. Cristina NARBONA RUIZ, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent 
Delegation of Spain to the OECD 

Panelists: 

¶ Ambassador Melanne VERVEER, Ambassador-at-[ŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LǎǎǳŜǎΣ ¦Φ{Φ 
Department of State, United States  

¶ H.E. Nouzha SKALLI, Minister of Social Development, Family and Solidarity, Kingdom of Morocco 

¶ H.E. Dr. Sheikha Hissah Saad A. AL-SABAH, President, Council of Arab Business Women, Kuwait 

¶ Ms. Neveen EL TAHRI, Chairperson and Managing Director, Delta Holding for Financial 
Investments, Arab Republic of Egypt 

¶ Ms. Asmaa MOUHIB, Manager, Le Messager; President, Union des Femmes Investisseurs Arabes, 
Kingdom of Morocco  

11:00 ς 11:30 COFFEE BREAK 

 Panel I is followed by three parallel sessions:  

¶ Session A: Women Business Leaders Summit Networking Roundtable 

¶ Session B: MENA Forum on Responsible Business Conduct 

¶ Session C: International Advisory Group of the MENA Commercial Law Strengthening Project 

 

 

Under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI 

MENA-h9/5 .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ CƻǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ {ǳƳƳƛǘ 



Parallel Session A: Women Business Leaders Summit Networking Roundtable 

11:30 ς 13:00 
Cristal Room 

Exchange of experiences in overcoming obstacles to entrepreneurship 

 The MENA-OECD ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Business Network, which is composed of business leaders, 
representatives of civil society and business associations, and experts from both MENA and OECD 
countries, will provide recommendations to governments on how to improve the climate for 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻnomic participation. It will facilitate privileged links and 
exchanges between MENA and OECD businesswomen. An interactive internet platform will ensure 
ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-related activities of the MENA-OECD Investment 
Programme.  

During this panel discussion, participants will exchange experiences in overcoming obstacles to 
entrepreneurship. They will also be invited to comment on the draft Action Plan presented in Panel 
IΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  

Moderator: H.E. Karen KORNBLUH, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the United States to the OECD  

Panelists: 

¶ Dr. Amany ASFOUR, Chairperson, President, Egyptian Business Women Association, Arab 
Republic of Egypt  

¶ Ms. Saloua Karkri BELKEZIZ, CEO, GFI Maroc and Honorary President, AFEM, Kingdom of Morocco 

¶ Ms. Sonia Khandji CACHECHO, General Manager, Wella, Syria  

¶ Ms. Frédérique CLAVEL, President, Paris Pionnières, France 

¶ Ms. Serena ROMANO, Manager of Public Affairs, Telecom Italia, Italy 

¶ Ms. Chiara CORAZZA, Managing Director of the Greater Paris Investment Agency, France 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13:00 ς 14:30 
Pool area 
(weather 
permitting) 

LUNCH Sponsored by ƭΩ!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ CŜƳƳŜǎ /ƘŜŦǎ ŘΩ9ƴǘǊŜǇǊƛǎŜǎ Řǳ aŀǊƻŎ (AFEM) and 
 [Ŝǎ 9ŀǳȄ aƛƴŞǊŀƭŜǎ ŘΩhǳƭƳŝǎΣ SMEIA and TOP CLASS ESPRESSO LAVAZZA 

  


