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Net Imports of Agricultural Products in 

the Major Countries (2005)

(Unit: 100 million dollars)

Note: net imports of agricultural products = imports of 

agricultural products - exports of agricultural products

The share by Japan in the world population and 

imports 

Source: FAOñFAOSTATò
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Japan: one of the biggest food importing countries
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Sources: Cabinet Office

Survey on consumers  attitude to food supply (September 2008)

concerned about future food imports

consider the current self-sufficiency as low
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Objectives

1  Securing stable food supply

2  Sustainable development of agriculture

3  Fulfillment of multifunctional roles of agriculture

4  Development of rural areas

Securing stable food supply (Article 2)

• Stable supply of good-quality food at reasonable prices shall be secured 
for the future. 

• It shall be secured with increased domestic agricultural production, 
together with an appropriate combination with imports and stockpiles. 

• Improvement in productivity and the sound development of agriculture 
and food industries are imperative. 

• Even in unexpected situations, the minimum food supply required for the 
people shall be secured. 

The Basic Law on Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas 1999
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Increased domestic food 
production

Stable imports

Target for self-sufficiency: 

45% in 2015

To achieve this target,

- develop agricultural 

managements that respond 

to consumers  need

- maintenance of agricultural 

land and water resources 

- R&D to improve yield and 

quality

Maintain good relationship 

with food exporters 

Multiple resources of 

imports

Food reserve

rice 1 million tonne

wheat 2.3-month equivalent 

of food demand

soybean 1-month equivalent

of food demand

compound feed 2 month

equivalent of feed used

for compound feed

A proper balance of each component to minimise total risk to  
stable food supply

stockpiling

4
Concept for ensuring stable food supply
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Sources: calculation by MAFF based on data from MAFF, FAO and  USDA

Note: Data used in calculation are the average of those in 2005 2007.  Data of 2007 are used for domestic agricultural land.

Agricultural land necessary to sustain current food consumption

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Land equivalent
of food imports

12.33mil. ha

Agricultural land

4.65 mil. ha

2.26 1.82 1.55 2.77 3.93

2.53 2.12

wheat corn soybean Rapeseed etc
livestock

feed equivalent

paddy other

Mil. ha

Japan would have to triple its agricultural land if it were to be 100% 
self- sufficient in food.
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Research and Development for Rice Productivity in Africa

JIRCAS WARDA

Development of new rice varieties

progress Research and Development of Rice 

hereafter Breeding of Rice including Nerica suited to 
Africa. 

Possibility of Expansion of Rice growing area 

The lack of waterin the later 
stage caused no ripening of 

Nerica  BENIN

×

Asian Rice African Rice

Nerica(New Rice for Africa)

Strong point of Nerica 
Early Maturing
High Yield

Collaboration

JIRCAS: Japan International Research Center for Agricultual 
Sciences

WARDA: Africa Rice Center
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Cooperation for Increase of Rice Production in 

Africa

Support for technical development and extension of sustainable rice 
cultivation technique Low cost , High Yield in lowlands of African inland .  

provide trust fund to WARDA

Support for Increase of Rice Production

Selection of model site and pilot project for sustainable and low costcultivation 
technique of rice .
Collaboration with institutions concerned and demonstration of pilot model.
Extension of African style technical system by training etc..

WARDA
extension organization etc.

approach

institutions concerned

Lowlands of Nigeria inland

Formation of new rice area and increasing of rice 
production

IWMI : International Water Management Institute
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Development of  Small-Scale Irrigation through the Participation of Farmers 

Sustainable Farming System for Self-Sufficiency introduced by Following 

Measures

Agricultural Infrastructure Development by Farmers 

Food Aid in Exchange of Work Food for Work FFW

Approach for Plan, Implementation and  Management through the Participation of 

Farmers

Agricultural Development at Community Level 10-30ha

Land Reclamation
Development of Paddy 

field
Construction of 

Irrigation

Increased harvest by Development of Paddy Field through the participation of Farmers 

Source:

Support for Dissemination of Rice Cultivation with Small-Scale 
Irrigation Collaboration with WFP

Results

Development Area( )Production Volume

Mali 105 525 210 1,050
Burkina Faso 75 133 195 346

2006Country 2007
Development Area( )Production Volume
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Support for Development of Human Resources and Organizations for 

Improvement of Productivity 

Farm Management, Life Support

Agricultural Business ,Group Purchase/Marketing, Sharing Agro-Processing Facility, Banking

Support of Farmers Activity  

Farmers Market, Promotion of Local Product

JA (Japanese Agricultural Cooperatives) Network

Broad Network from Village to National Level

Accept trainees from developing countries

Holistic Support to Farmers through transfer of Knowledge and 
Expertise of JA (Japanese Agricultural Cooperatives )

Post Training Follow-upTraining in Japan

Training on Poverty 

Alleviation

Dispatch experts for post training follow-up

Practice of Agro-

processing
Discussion with Extension 

Workers (Malawi)
Rice Processing in 

a cooperative Malawi
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President Bush's Remarks to the National 

Future Farmers of America Organization

(July 27, 2001 )

I mean, after all, we're talking about national security. It's 

important for our Nation to be able to grow foodstuffs to feed 

our people. Can you imagine a country that was unable to 

grow enough food to feed the people? It would be a nation 

that would be subject to international pressure. It would be a 

nation at risk. And so when we're talking about American 

agriculture, we're really talking about a national security 

issue.


