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developing countries’ revenue and their education spending (the health data are also

relatively incomplete). Judging from the figures that are available, the situation appears to

be that there is indeed progress in raising revenue (from around 15% in 2000 to 18%

in 2004), but that developing countries on the DAC List of ODA Recipients are only

marginally increasing their expenditure on health and education as a proportion of GDP.

Progress in raising revenue seems particularly encouraging in sub-Saharan Africa.

Figure 1.6 shows how the growth in domestic revenue in sub-Saharan Africa has outpaced

the rise in ODA over the period from 2001-06, a striking tribute to greater African self-

reliance, and an important factor in addressing concerns about aid dependency.

Are we seeing results? (measure 12)
As a final measure, but in many ways the most important, I said that I hoped to see

by 2006 increased and more effective support beginning to be translated into more

progress towards the harder-to-reach MDGs, not least in sub-Saharan Africa.

To make any sense of progress on this measure, one needs three things:

● Sufficiently reliable basic statistical information. This remains a problem for many

indicators (maternal mortality and HIV/AIDS prevalence being two striking examples).5

Indeed, reports that the number of people with incomes below USD 1 a day had at last

fallen below 1 billion have been put in question by recent revisions of economic data.

Nevertheless, data from multiple sources are now being compiled more effectively, and

the comprehensiveness and reliability of some key indicators are improving. For example,

the latest estimates on poverty draw on over 500 surveys of households from

100 developing countries, which represent 93% of the population of the developing world.

● A clear sense of the rate of progress over time. Too often, commentary assumes that we

are at some sort of “midpoint” between the base year of the MDGs and their

achievement. In fact, the base year for all the Goals is 1990, and most of them reflect the

Figure 1.6. Trends in government revenue and ODA disbursements 
in sub-Saharan Africa
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1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/174751662720

Source: Using data from IMF, Regional Economic Outlook: Sub-Saharan Africa, October 2007 and OECD-DAC database.
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