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● to further harmonisation, donors must work aggressively to reduce the transaction costs

of delivering and managing aid;

● to promote managing for results, countries and donors should make greater use of

performance assessment frameworks;

● to begin addressing mutual accountability commitments, countries and donors should

clearly define a mutual action agenda.

The measure that I had proposed on technical co-operation will also be illuminated up

to a point by findings from the Paris Declaration monitoring survey, though focused on the

dimension of a more co-ordinated approach to capacity building. The Baseline Survey notes

that further efforts will be necessary to disseminate and evaluate the evidence that lies

behind the vision in the Paris Declaration, and suggests that both donors and recipients

should be reviewing, in the light of this evidence, whether the expectations they currently

have of each other and of themselves on this issue are sufficiently far-sighted and ambitious.

One significant problem remains the variety of different types of assistance which are

reported under the generic heading of “technical co-operation”. The DAC’s Working Party

on Statistics has done useful work in breaking down the miscellany of items covered under

this heading. Work is continuing in the Working Party to separate out elements and so

facilitate a better understanding of the various types of activity that underlie the aggregate

numbers. Until there is progress here, it will be very difficult to give this important

investment by donors the policy attention that it deserves.

The efforts of recipient countries (measure 11)
Aid is only a complement to the development efforts of individual countries.

I therefore included as a measure of progress that recipients should themselves be seen to

expand the provision of services and also raise domestic revenue by several percentage

points: a key way of avoiding unhealthy dependence on foreign aid.

In practical terms, the Secretariat tracks this measure by reporting public expenditure

on health and education as a percentage of GDP, as well as current revenue, also as a

percentage of GNP. They and I have been frustrated by the gaps in international data on

Figure 1.5. Paris Declaration baseline survey 2006: 
Proportion of analytical work done jointly by donors
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Note: Each vertical bar represents a donor that has reported data for at least 10 recipient countries.
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