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Percent of adults with postsecondary degree

25-34
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Degrees needed to match best-in-world performance, by state
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Additional degrees needed to
match best-performing country

Number of adults 25 to 44 with
Associates degree or higher

The states with the 
largest gaps are 
California, Texas, 
and Florida

The states with the greatest 
percentage gaps are West Virginia 
(94%), Arkansas (91%), and Nevada 
(85%). 

30% of the total gap 
(3,023,000) is in these 
three states.

9,923,000 additional degrees are needed 
for the U.S. to again have the highest rate 
of college degree attainment in the world. 



Composition of the U.S. population, 2000 to 2050
Source: United States Census Bureau
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Growth in the U.S. population, 2000 to 2020
Source: United States Census Bureau
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Levels of educational attainment, 2000
Source: United States Census Bureau
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Average earnings by level of education, 2000
Source: United States Census Bureau
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