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David A. Rust is the Deputy Commissioner for Retirement and Disability Policy of the Social Security 
Administration.  As the Deputy Commissioner, he directs and manages the planning, development and 
issuance of operational policy and instructions for the Retirement, Survivors and Disability Insurance 
(RSDI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) programs and initiatives as well as programs to 
promote the employment of beneficiaries with disabilities. In addition, he is the principal advisor to the 
Commissioner of Social Security on major policy issues and activities in the areas of strategic policy 
planning, policy research and evaluation, statistical programs and overall policy development and 
analysis.     

Mr. Rust has held high-level positions in several branches of the Federal government having 
previously served in the Departments of Health and Human Services and Agriculture, and as a 
Legislative staffer with the U.S. Senate.  He previously served as the Associate Commissioner for 
Disability and Special Assistant to the Commissioner of Social Security.  His most recent position 
before returning to the Social Security Administration was with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Rust holds a B.S. Degree from Frostburg State University and has done graduate work at Towson 
University and The American University. 

  

  

 


