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Relevant Concepts

ÁBaseline adaptation to current climate

ÁBut due to climate change, need to 

define socially necessary adaptation, 

which is higher than baseline

ÁOptimal level of adaptation

ÁWhen developing countries face resource 

constraints

ÁTo be integrated with development projects

ÁShould be phased in progressively, and 

reach the socially necessary level



Baseline adaptation

ÁSix necessary conditions for baseline 

adaptation: 

Átechnical know-how, protection from normal 

variability, access to technology & capital 

markets, risk sharing, adequate insurance 

markets, adequate emergency response & 

preparedness.

ÁThese conditions help define adaptive 

capacity.



Climate Change impacts

ÁLosses reveal the need to adapt to a higher 

level than baseline

ÁTo adapt to socially necessary adaptation.

ÁHigh-income countries have the means, but the 

will is often lacking; progress in OECD 

countries is slow

ÁIn non-Annex 1 countries, adaptation generally 

happens only with foreign assistance.

ÁNeed to develop an ordinal or cardinal index to 

measure level of adaptation, using the six 

necessary conditions, and assess degree of 

baseline adaptation


