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Background ïPublic procurement approach to 

innovation & sustainability

1) EU: public procurement and innovation

ü Kok report (2004)

ü Finnish presidency (2006)

2) The Netherlands: public procurement and sustainability

ü PreDo

ü Motion Parliament



3

Policy rationales: 

Stimulating innovation through procurement

ü Public procurement to improve public policy and services

ü Bridging market or systems failures

-high entry and learning costs

-lack of trust and skills on demand side

ü Enhancing competitiveness in local market to become lead market

ü Using influence of being a large buyer
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Policy rationales:

Stimulating sustainability through procurement

ü Greening the market through procurement volume government

ü Stimulating sustainable production

ü Lowering prices for sustainable products

ü Rewarding front runners

ü Stimulating innovation

ü Government setting the example
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Dutch procurement initiatives stimulating (eco) innovation

Pre-commercial procurement

ü Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 

Direct procurement

ü Launching Customer Programme 

ü Sustainable public procurement

Professionalising procurement

ü Category management
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Sustainable Procurement: the facts

ü Political priority of the current Cabinet

ü Supra legal instrument

Coordination: Ministry of Environment

Participants: Other ministries and representative bodies for other 

levels of government (provinces, municipalities, water boards)

Advantages:

ü Uniform criteria available for all levels of government

ü Applicable to (almost) all purchases

ü Criteria are legally sound

ü Possibility of different ambition levels
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Sustainable Procurement: Ambitions

What does procuring 100% sustainable mean?

ü Purchase is sustainable if the result complies with the most recent   
sustainability requirements

ü Product groups for which no criteria have been identified are not included

ü Contracts both above and below the European threshold

ü Calculations based on the value of the contracts

Central government 100% in 2010

Provinces 50%  in 2010,           100% in 2015

Municipalities 75%  in 2010,            100% in 2015

Water boards 50%  in 2010
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Sustainable Procurement: criteria development & 

implementation

Capacity needed:

ü Interdepartmental sustainable procurement team

ü Collaboration with SenterNovem 

ü Close collaboration with stakeholders

-Industry

-NGOôs

ü Professional procurers 

-PIANOo (Professional & Innovative Procurement Network for    

Government procurers) & NEVI (Dutch Association for Procurement 

Management)
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Potential to encourage eco innovations

ü 1) Criteria

ü Functional criteria

ü Award criteria

ü 2) Innovation focussed projects 

ü FME (Federation for Metal & Electronic Products) projects

ü Electric Cars

ü 3) Towards goal setting

ü Long term goals/ directions

ü Indication future sustainability criteria

ü Time to comply
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Monitoring

Purpose: -Indicates the progress of implementation

-Transparency

-To give account to Parliament

How: Digital questionnaire sent out to over 300 public institutions

What: - Embedding sustainable procurement in organisations

- The use of criteria

- Effects on environment

- Effects on market

Focus: qualitative approach
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Towards the future

ü Further development of ambitions

ü Continuous improvement

ü Framework for innovations

ü Aiming for further market shifts
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Thank you

Mrs. Wiana Partakusuma
Wiana.Partakusuma@minvrom.nl

mailto:Wiana.Partakusuma@minvrom.nl
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Criteria: Functionality ïGreenCalc+

material energy water (mobility)
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