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Denmark, Hungary and the United Kingdom. All were countries that were leaders in the use of 
computers by 15-year-olds in 2000 (Figure 2.4). The countries in which computers were used least 
frequently by 15-year-old students in 2003 were Germany, Ireland, Japan and Korea. Although the 
sample of countries for which this index can be constructed was smaller in 2000 than in 2003, 
Germany and Ireland were also countries in which 15-year-old students had relatively little contact 
with computers at school in 2000.

In nearly all countries for which values of the index can be calculated in 2000 and 2003, Figure 2.4 
shows that the average frequency of use rose in three years. In the Czech Republic and Mexico 
average use rose by 34% and 65% respectively over the period, and in Germany it rose by 27%. 
However in Ireland and Finland average use fell, even if only slightly, over the period, and in 
Belgium there was no change. 

Table 2.2  Students per computer and frequency of use of computers at school, 2003

15-year-olds using computers at school (%): 

15-year-old 
students 

per 
computer

Almost 
every 
day

A few 
times each 

week

Between 
once a week 
and once a 

month

Less than 
once a 
month Never

United States 3 20 23 28 21 8

Australia 4 15 44 27 11 3

Hungary 4 6 74 10 4 5

Korea 4 4 25 29 14 28

New Zealand 4 21 22 26 23 8

United Kingdom 4 23 48 15 10 5

Austria 5 11 42 31 9 7

Canada 5 15 26 31 21 8

Denmark 5 23 45 25 6 1

Japan 5 2 24 33 16 25

Finland 6 4 32 41 18 5

Iceland 6 5 36 40 13 6

Sweden 6 15 33 30 15 6

Switzerland 6 3 27 36 21 13

Belgium 7 2 25 35 19 20

Italy 8 4 47 20 11 18

Czech Republic 9 5 36 44 7 8

Ireland 9 2 22 27 16 32

Germany 12 1 22 28 27 21

Greece 12 4 41 27 9 19

Mexico 12 8 46 16 10 20

Portugal 14 5 29 25 26 15

Poland 15 2 42 34 10 12

Slovak Republic 15 4 38 30 7 21

Turkey 25 7 39 8 6 40

Source: PISA database.




