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Three statistical tables are presently sent by OECD countries to cover the general government sector:

· Table 2:  Main aggregates of general government  (simplified non-financial accounts of GG)

· Table 9:  Detailed Taxes and Social Contributions Receipts

· Table 11:  Expenditure of General Government by function (according to COFOG).

These tables are requested by both OECD and Eurostat, in increasing coordination, to ensure harmonisation of data and procedure.

The OECD sees this requirement for collecting national accounts data for the general government sector as an essential opportunity to develop the international comparability of statistics in a key area of the economy.

In this view, the Statistics Directorate of OECD intends to publish in the middle of 2004 a special volume of figures dedicated to the general government sector.  The objective is to publish for every OECD Member country the most complete information available on general government (including financial accounts), broken down by sub-sector of the general government.  The OECD has recently launched a large horizontal project on policy recommendations regarding fiscal relations between different levels of government.  In this context, the data by sub-sector is very demanded.

I. Availability of data:  the present situation
This paragraph is based on the annexed table:  “Data transmitted for the general government sector.”

An overview of the present situation of data available, and transmitted to OECD, leads to expose separately the situation of:

· Northern American, Asian, Non-EU and Non-EEA countries (9)

· EU and EEA countries (21), including the four OECD countries entering the EU in 2004.

I.1. Northern American, Asian, Non-EU and Non-EEA countries

a) Table 2
Six countries out of nine have updated table 2, at least for year 2001 (or a fiscal year including a large part of 2001).

Improvement is expected from 3 countries:

· New Zealand (last year updated:  1997)

· Switzerland (last year updated:  2000)

· Turkey (sends no data at all)

b) Tables 9 and 11

This is the part requiring most attention and effort for improvement.

Only Japan and Mexico have sent data for both tables, updated for year 2001 (Japan) or for year 2000 (Mexico), but with no breakdown of expenditure by sub-sector of GG.  Four countries have not sent any data for both tables:  Australia, Switzerland, Turkey and the United States.  New Zealand sends only partial data.  Canada fills table 9, but not table 11, while Korea fills table 11, but not table 9.

Recommendation 1:  A special effort is needed from Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland, Turkey and the United States concerning the tables 9 and 11.
I.2. EU and EEA countries

Good progress has been made in this group of countries.

a) Table 2

The situation is quite satisfactory.


Most countries have transmitted updated series including year 2002.


Exceptions are (with last year updated being 2001):  Hungary – Iceland – Poland.

In addition, Hungary transmits only partial data, excluding net borrowing/ net lending of GG (B.9).

b) Tables 9 and 11


The situation is globally in progress.  15 countries, out of 21, have sent data updating table 9 for 
years 2001 or 2002.  13 countries have sent data updating table 11 for years 2001 or 2002.

Progress is still expected from:

· Czech Republic (table 11)

· Hungary (tables 9 and 11)

· Norway (tables 9 and 11)

· Poland (table 11)

· Slovak Republic (table 11).

Table 11 by sub-sector:

Half of the countries reporting data on government expenditure by function (table 11), did not report any breakdown by sub-sector, as asked (on a voluntary basis, until now).

Recommendation 2:  a special effort is needed from EU - EEA countries in order to submit a breakdown of table 11 by sub-sector.
II. Plan for the near future:  new tables 2, 9 and 11 

We intend to send in January 2004 the tables 2, 9 and 11 under a new format, harmonised with the one agreed on in the European Union.  The main change to the tables is the requirement for data by sub-sector of the general government (S.1311, S.1312, S.1313, S.1314), in addition to the data requested for the sector as a whole (S.13).  Other changes are minor.
a) Table 2

The main new feature of new table 2 is the provision of accounts by sub-sector.  This type of information is very relevant and meets the needs of our users (OECD project to analyse relationships between various levels of government, fiscal decentralisation etc.).
b) Tables 9 and 11
More detailed information is asked for table 9 and table 11, with no restriction due to a voluntary basis:

· Table 9:  the detailed information is required by sub-sector.  Additional information relates mainly to Actual social contributions, as well as information on taxes and social contributions according to national classifications, and, on a voluntary basis, taxes on capital gains

· Table 11:  the main requirement is the breakdown by sub-sector of general government.

Recommendation 3:  Non EU – EEA countries are requested to take note of the new data requirements for tables 2, 9 and 11 which will be sent to these countries in January 2004.
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(tables 2, 9 and 11)

	Table 2:
Main aggregates of General Government
	

	Table 9:
Detailed Taxes and Social Contributions Receipts
	

	Table 11:
Expenditure of General Government by Function
	na:  not available


	COUNTRIES
	Table 2
	Table 9
	Table 11
	Table11

(by sub-sector)

	Northern American, Asian, Non-EU and Non-EEA countries
	Last year updated:

	Australia
	fiscal year 2000-2001
	na
	na
	na

	Canada
	2002
	2002
	na
	na

	Japan
	2001
	2001
	2001
	na

	Korea
	2001
	na
	2001
	na

	Mexico
	2001
	2000
	2000
	na

	New Zealand
	1997
	2000 (only)
	2000 (only and partial)
	na

	Switzerland
	2000
	na
	na
	na

	Turkey
	na
	na
	na
	na

	United States
	2002
	na
	na
	na

	EU and EEA countries

	Austria
	2002
	2001
	2001
	2001

	Belgium
	2002
	2002
	2001
	2001

	Czech Republic
	2002
	2001
	na
	na

	Denmark
	2002
	2002
	2002
	2002

	Finland
	2002
	2000
	2001
	na

	France
	2002
	2002
	2001
	2001

	Germany
	2002
	2001
	2001
	2001

	Greece
	2002
	2001
	2000
	na

	Hungary
	2001 (partial)
	na
	na
	na

	Iceland
	2001
	2000
	2000
	na

	Ireland
	2002
	2001
	2001
	na

	Italy
	2002
	2001
	2001
	na

	Luxembourg

	2002
	2001
	2002
	2002

	Netherlands
	2002
	2002
	2002
	na

	Norway
	2002
	na
	na
	na

	Poland
	2001
	2001
	na
	na

	Portugal
	2002
	2001
	2001
	na

	Slovak Republic
	2002
	2000
	na
	na

	Spain
	2002
	2001
	1999 and 2000 (only)
	2000

	Sweden
	2002
	2002
	2001
	2001

	United Kingdom
	2002
	2000
	2001
	2001
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