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Objectives of the MENA-OECD Business Council

The purpose of the MENA-OECD Business Council, initiated by the MENA-OECD Investment
Programme, is to create a policy advocacy forum for senior business leaders from the MENA
region and OECD countries. The Business Council will provide its members with an
opportunity to dialogue with policy makers on issues related to improving the business
climate, and offer a unique opportunity for leaders to network with peers. Key activities of
the Business Council will be to:

¢ provide policy makers with recommendations on reform priorities to improve
MENA and OECD business climates;

¢ strengthen the public-private dialogue through high-profile debates between
business and government leaders;

¢ generate new business opportunities and foster sector-specific contacts between
the regions through regular contact and dialogue between high-level decision-
makers;

+ foster exchange and learning in areas such as leveraging technology for business,
competitive clusters, or responsible business conduct.

Preparatory meeting of the MENA-OECD Business Council

This preparatory meeting of the MENA-OECD Business Council —to be held on 1 October
2009 at OECD Headquarters in Paris — will lay the groundwork for its formal launch at the
22 November MENA-OECD Business Forum and Women Business Leaders Summit. This
takes place in the run-up to the 2009 MENA-OECD Ministerial Conference, to be held the
following day (23 November 2009) in Marrakech, Morocco. The Paris meeting will seek to
garner private sector support for a strong business presence at the Marrakech events, so as
to ensure maximum impact of the messages sent to MENA and OECD political leaders at the
Ministerial.

The October meeting will bring together:
+ high-level business leaders from both MENA and OECD countries;

¢ representatives from business associations such as the Arab Investors’ Union, the
Union of Arab Banks, the MENA-OECD Enterprise Financing Network, the Business and
Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD (BIAC), and Business Councils in MENA
countries;

¢ experts from the OECD.

Meeting documents will be distributed at the meeting and posted on
www.oecd.org/mena/investment

Translation will be provided in English and French.


http://www.oecd.org/mena/investment
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Preparatory meeting of the MENA-OECD Business Council

1 October 2009

REGISTRATION
Welcome and introduction

Mr. Anthony O’SULLIVAN — Head, Private Sector Development Division, OECD

e The MENA-OECD Investment Programme: Fostering Business Climate Reform Policies
o The effects of the crisis on the region
o The OECD’s response to the crisis

e Information about the upcoming high-level events in Marrakech

Overview of proposed objectives, outputs, governance and events for the MENA-
OECD Business Council
Chair: Mr. Anthony O’SULLIVAN — Head, Private Sector Development Division, OECD

This session will outline the proposed institutional set-up of the Council, including structure,
executive board, and membership.

e Participants will discuss the proposal and shape a common position on the Business
Council’s activities, thematic focus and next steps.

e The session will also inform participants about the progress made and the
preparations undertaken to organise the MENA 100 Business Plan Competition in
Bahrain and Morocco.

e Finally, this session will address the 2009 MENA-OECD Business Forum and Women
Business Leaders Summit on 22 November 2009 and will serve as a preparatory
meeting for the resulting Business Statement submitted to Ministers at the
Conference.

Roundtable discussion and feedback from participants
COFFEE BREAK

The Way Ahead: Next Steps for the Council

Participants will decide on the next activities of the Council and the preparation steps for the
launching event in Marrakech, 22 November 2009.

Roundtable discussion and feedback from participants

LUNCH



The MENA-OECD Investment Programme

The MENA-OECD Investment Programme was established in 2004 at the request of Middle East and North
African (MENA) countries to provide advice on improving the investment policy climate. Facing considerable
competition from other regions and a growing pressure from the young workforce, several MENA countries are
implementing significant economic and regulatory reforms to increase private sector participation in their
economies.

The key objective of the programme is to mobilise private investment - foreign, regional and domestic — as a
driving force for economic growth and employment throughout the region. The programme offers a forum
for results-oriented policy dialogue bringing together MENA and OECD practitioners. It supports reform efforts
of MENA governments to enhance the investment climate by

¢ strengthening country capacity for designing, implementing and monitoring investment policy reforms;
¢ creating a network of dialogue between investment policy makers from MENA and OECD countries;

¢ creating a favourable environment for employment creation through investment climate
improvements;

¢ assisting ministries and government agencies to co-operate and co-ordinate their work;

¢ reinforcing the impact of development initiatives supported by international, regional and bilateral

donors.
Contacts

Mr Alexander B6hmer Mr Anthony O’Sullivan
Executive Programme Director Head of Division
MENA-OECD Investment Programme Private Sector Development Division
E-mail: alexander.boehmer@oecd.org E-mail: anthony.osullivan@oecd.org
Tel.: +3314524 1912 Tel: +33 145249701
Mr Said Kechida Ms Vanessa Vallée
Policy Analyst Communications Manager
MENA-OECD Investment Programme Private Sector Development Division
E-mail: said.kechida@oecd.org E-mail: vanessa.vallee@oecd.org
Tel.: +33 145 24 85 04 Tel.: +33 145 24 94 67

Mr Patrice Dubus

MENA-OECD Investment Programme
E-mail: patrice.dubus@oecd.org
Tel.: +33 14524 97 30
Fax:+33144306174

For more information, please visit: www.oecd.org/mena/investment
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