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A. PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE MECHANISM 
FOR CONFLICT PREVENTION, MANAGEMENT, RESOLUTION, 

PEACE-KEEPING AND SECURITY 
 

ECOWAS Executive Secretary, Abuja,  
 

December 1999 
 
 
 
PREAMBLE 
 
WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF 
WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) 
MINDFUL OF the ECOWAS Revised Treaty signed in Cotonou on 23 July 1993 notably its Article 58; 
MINDFUL OF the relevant provisions of the Charter of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU); 
MINDFUL OF the United Nations Charter, with particular reference to its Chapters VI, VII and VIII; 
MINDFUL OF the provisions of Protocols A/P1/5/79, A/SP2/7/85, A/SP1/7/86, A/SP1/6/88, A/SP2/5/90 relating 
to the free movement of persons, the right of residence and establishment; 
RECALLING the Protocol on Non-Aggression signed in Lagos on 22 April 1978 and the Protocol on Mutual 
Assistance in Defense signed in Freetown on 29 May 1981, notably our resolve to give mutual aid and assistance 
for defense against any armed threat or aggression on a Member State; 
CONSIDERING the Framework Agreement of the Protocol on Non-Aggression and Assistance in Defense (ANAD) 
signed in Abidjan on 9 June 1977; 
CONSIDERING ALSO the Protocol on the enforcement of the above-mentioned Framework Agreement signed in 
Dakar on 14 December 1981, as well as the subsequent Protocols; 
REAFFIRMING our commitment to the ECOWAS Declaration of Political Principles adopted in Abuja on 6 July 
мффмΣ ƻƴ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΤ 
RECALLING the relevant provisions of the ECOWAS Conventions on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and 
on Extradition, signed in Dakar on 29 July 1992 and in Abuja on 6 August 1994, respectively; 
RECALLING ALSO the Cairo Declaration of 29 June 1993 on the establishment of a Mechanism for Conflict 
Prevention, Management and Resolution in Africa adopted by the 29th Session of the OAU Conference of Heads 
of State and Government; 
CONCERNED about the proliferation of conflicts which constitute a threat to the peace and security in the 
African continent, and undermines our efforts to improve the living standards of our peoples; 
CONVINCED OF the need to develop effective policies that will alleviate the suffering of the civil population, 
especially women and children, and, restore life to normalcy after conflicts or natural disasters, and desirous of 
making further efforts in the humanitarian sphere; 
CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT that good governance, the rule of law and sustainable development are essential for 
peace and conflict prevention; 
RECALLING the Declaration of the moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and Manufacture of Light 
Weapons, adopted by the 21st Session of the Authority of Heads of State and Government of ECOWAS, held in 
Abuja on 30 and 31 October, 1998; 
RECALLING also the conclusions of the meeting of ECOWAS Ministers of Foreign Affairs on the effective 
implementation of PCASED, held in Bamako on 24 March, 1999; 
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CONVINCED that cross-border crimes, the proliferation of small arms and all illicit trafficking contribute to the 
development of insecurity and instability and jeopardise the economic and social development of the sub-
region; 
AWARE that these phenomena constitute serious social and economic problems which can only be resolved 
within the framework of increased and well-coordinated multilateral cooperation; 
RECOGNISING the need to make the relevant treaties and protocols more adequate, effective and pragmatic; 
DESIRING to consolidate our achievements in the resolution of conflicts through the ECOWAS Cease-fire 
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG). 
RECALLING our Decision A/DEC.11/10/98 adopted in Abuja on 31 October 1998, relating to the ECOWAS 
Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peace-keeping and Security; 
DESIROUS to establish an operational structure for the implementation of the said Decision; 
HEREBY AGREE ON THE FOLLOWING: 
DEFINITIONS 
For the purposes of this Protocol; 
"Treaty" means the revised Treaty of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) signed in 
Cotonou on 24 July 1993; 
"Community" means the Economic Community of West African States referred to under Article 2 of the Treaty; 
"Authority" means the Authority of Heads of State and Government of the Economic Community of West 
African States established by Article 7 of the Treaty; 
"Mediation and Security Council" means the Mediation and Security Council as defined by Article 8 of this 
Protocol; 
"Defense and Security Commission" means the Defense and Security Commission as defined in Article 18 of this 
Protocol; 
"Executive Secretary" means the ECOWAS Executive Secretary appointed in accordance with Article 18 of the 
Treaty; 
"Council of Elders" means the Council of Elders as defined in Article 20 of this Protocol; 
"Meeting of Ambassadors" means the meeting of Ambassadors as defined by Article 14 of this Protocol; 
"Special Representative" means the Special Representative as defined by Article 32 of this Protocol; 
"Deputy Executive Secretary" means the Deputy Executive Secretary in charge of Political Affairs, Defense and 
Security as referred to in Article 16 of this Protocol; 
"Institution" means any of the structures provided for under Article 4 of this Protocol; 
"Organ" means any of the structures provided for under Article 17 of this Protocol; 
"Observation and Monitoring Centre" means the Regional Peace and Security Monitoring Centre as provided for 
under Article 58 of the Treaty and referred to in Article 23 of this Protocol; 
"ECOMOG" means the ECOWAS Cease-ŦƛǊŜ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
force as defined in Article 21 of this Protocol; 
"Force Commander" means the Force Commander appointed in accordance with the provisions of Article 33 of 
this Protocol; 
"Trans-border crime" refers to all crimes organised or perpetrated by individuals, organisations or networks of 
local and/or foreign criminals operating beyond the national boundaries of a Member State, or acting in 
complicity with associates based in one or several States adjoining the country where the crimes are actually 
committed or having any connection with any Member State; 
"Member State in crisis" refers both to a Member State experiencing an armed conflict as well as a Member 
State facing serious and persisting problems or situations of extreme tension which, if left unchecked, could lead 
to serious humanitarian disaster or threaten peace and security in the sub-region or in any Member State 
affected by the overthrow or attempted overthrow of a democratically elected government. 
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CHAPTER I- ESTABLISHMENT, PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE MECHANISM 
Article 1: Establishment 
There is hereby established within the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), a mechanism for 
collective security and peace to be known as "Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, 
Peace-keeping and Security". 
 
Article 2: Principles 
Member States reaffirm their commitment to the principles contained in the Charters of the United Nations 
Organisation (UNO) and the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) and to the Universal Declaration of Human 
wƛƎƘǘǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
principles: that economic and social development and the security of peoples and States are inextricably linked; 
promotion and reinforcement of the free movement of persons, the right of residence and establishment which 
contribute to the reinforcement of good neighborliness; promotion and consolidation of a democratic 
government as well as democratic institutions in each Member State; protection of fundamental human rights 
and freedoms and the rules of international humanitarian laws; equality of sovereign States; territorial integrity 
and political independence of Member States; 
Article 3: Objectives of the Mechanism 
The objectives of the Mechanism shall be as follows: prevent, manage and resolve internal and inter-State 
conflicts under the conditions provided in Paragraph 46 of the Framework of the Mechanism ratified as per 
Decision A/DEC.11/10/98 of 31 October 1998;   

¶ implement the relevant provisions of Article 58 of the Revised Treaty; 

¶ implement the relevant provisions of the Protocols on Non-Aggression, Mutual Assistance in Defense, 
Free Movement of Persons, the Right of Residence and Establishment; 

¶ strengthen cooperation in the areas of conflict prevention, early-warning, peace-keeping operations, 
the control of cross-border crime, international terrorism and proliferation of small arms and anti-
personnel mines; 

¶ maintain and consolidate peace, security and stability within the Community; 

¶ establish institutions and formulate policies that would allow for the organisation and coordination of 
humanitarian relief missions; 

¶ promote close cooperation between Member States in the areas of preventive diplomacy and peace-
keeping; 

¶ constitute and deploy a civilian and military force to maintain or restore peace within the sub-region, 
whenever the need arises; 

¶ set up an appropriate framework for the rational and equitable management of natural resources 
shared by neighbouring Member States which may be causes of frequent inter-State conflicts; 

¶ protect the environment and take steps to restore the degraded environment to its natural state; 

¶ safeguard the cultural heritage of Member States; 

¶ formulate and implement policies on anti-corruption, money-laundering and illegal circulation of small 
arms. 

 
CHAPTER II- INSTITUTIONS OF THE MECHANISM 
Article 4 : Institutions 
The institutions of the Mechanism shall be: 
The Authority; 
The Mediation and Security Council;  
The Executive Secretariat; 
Any other institution as may be established by the Authority. 
Article 5: Composition and Meetings of the Authority 
The Authority is composed of Heads of State and Government of Member States as stipulated in Paragraph 1, 
Article 7 of the Revised Treaty. 
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The Authority shall meet as often as necessary. 
Article 6: Functions 
¢ƘŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making body. It shall have powers to act on all matters 
concerning conflict prevention, management and resolution, peace-keeping, security, humanitarian support, 
peace-building, control of cross-border crime, proliferation of small arms, as well as all other matters covered by 
the provisions of this Mechanism. 
Article 7: Delegation of Powers 
Without prejudice to its wide-ranging powers as provided under Article 9 of the Treaty and in Article 6 above, 
the Authority hereby mandates the Mediation and Security Council to take, on its behalf, appropriate decisions 
for the implementation of the provisions of this Mechanism. 
Article 8: Composition of the Mediation and Security Council 
The Mediation and Security Council shall comprise nine (9) Member States of which seven (7) shall be elected by 
the Authority. The other two (2) members shall be the current chairman and the immediate past chairman of the 
Authority, each of whom shall have an automatic right to membership of the Mediation and Security Council. 
The elected Members of the Mediation and Security Council shall serve for two (2) years renewable. 
Article 9: Quorum and Decisions 
The meeting of the Mediation and Security Council shall be properly constituted when at least two-thirds of its 
Members are present. 
Decisions of the Mediation and Security Council shall be taken by a two-thirds majority vote of Members 
present. 
Article 10: Functions 
The Mediation and Security Council shall take decisions on issues of peace and security in the sub-region on 
behalf of the Authority. It shall also implement all the provisions of this Protocol. 
Pursuant to the provisions of Article 7 of this Protocol and Paragraph 1 above, the Mediation and Security 
Council shall: 

¶ decide on all matters relating to peace and security; 

¶ decide and implement all policies for conflict prevention, management and resolution, peace-keeping 
and security; 

¶ authorise all forms of intervention and decide particularly on the deployment of political and military 
missions; 

¶ approve mandates and terms of reference for such missions; 

¶ review the mandates and terms of reference periodically, on the basis of evolving situations; 

¶ on the recommendation of the Executive Secretary, appoint the Special Representative of the Executive 
Secretary and the Force Commander. 

Article 11: Meetings of the Mediation and Security Council 
Deliberations of the Mediation and Security Council shall be held at three (3) levels: Heads of State and 
Government, Ministerial and Ambassadorial levels. 
All meetings of the Mediation and Security Council shall be presided over by the Member State elected as the 
current Chairman of the Authority. 
Article 12: Meeting at the Level of Heads of State and Government 
The Heads of State and Government of the Mediation and Security Council shall meet at least twice a year in 
ordinary sessions. Extraordinary Sessions may be convened by the Chairman when the need arises or at the 
request of a simple majority of the Members of the Council. 
The Heads of State and Government of the Mediation and Security Council shall take final decisions on all issues 
under their authority and competence, including field missions and approve the terms of reference, for such 
missions. 
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Article 13: Meeting at the Ministerial Level 
The Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defense, Internal Affairs and Security of the Mediation Security Council shall 
meet at least once every three (3) months to review the general political and security situation in the sub-region. 
They may also meet when the need arises. 
The recommendations emanating from the Ministerial meetings shall be submitted to the member Heads of 
State and Government of the Mediation and Security Council. 
 
Article 14: Meeting at the Ambassadorial Level 
ECOWAS Member States shall accredit Ambassadors as permanent representatives to the ECOWAS Executive 
Secretariat. These Ambassadors may also be those accredited to the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
The Ambassadors of Member States of the Mediation and Security Council shall meet once a month to review 
issues relating to sub-regional peace and security. They may also meet when the need arises. 
All reports and recommendations of meetings of the Ambassadors shall be forwarded by the Executive Secretary 
to all Member States of the Mediation and Security Council and to the Member States concerned. The Reports 
shall also be submitted for consideration by the meeting of Ministers of the Mediation and Security Council. 
Article 15: Role and Functions of the Executive Secretary 
The Executive Secretary shall have the power to initiate actions for conflict prevention, management, resolution, 
peace-keeping and security in the sub-region. Such actions may include fact-finding, mediation, facilitation, 
negotiation and reconciliation of parties in conflict. 
The role of the Executive Secretary shall include the following: 

¶ recommend the appointment of the Special Representative and the Force Commander for approval by 
the Mediation and Security Council ; 

¶ appoint members of the Council of Elders; 

¶ have responsibility for political, administrative and operational activities and provide logistic support for 
the mission; 

¶ prepare periodic reports on activities of the Mechanism for the Mediation and Security Council and 
Member States; 

¶ deploy fact-finding and mediation missions, on the basis of his/her assessment of the existing situation; 

¶ convene, in consultation with the Chairman of the Authority, all meetings of the Mediation and Security 
Council, the Council of Elders, and the Defense and Security Commission; 

Implement all decisions of the Mediation and Security Council. 
The ECOWAS Secretariat shall service the Mediation and Security Council and the Defense and Security 
Commission. 
In implementing the provisions of this Mechanism, the Executive Secretary shall be assisted by the Deputy 
Executive Secretary in charge of Political Affairs, Defense and Security. 
Article 16: The Deputy Executive Secretary 
1. Under the direction of the Executive Secretary, the Deputy Executive Secretary in charge of Political Affairs, 
Defense and Security shall initiate and undertake all activities relating to the implementation of the Mechanism. 
2. The office of the Deputy Executive Secretary for Political Affairs, Defense and Security, shall be headed by a 
statutory officer appointed in accordance with Paragraph 4 (a), Article 18 of the Treaty. He shall have under his 
supervision appropriate departments, divisions and sections, as may be necessary, including: 

¶ the Department of Political Affairs; 

¶ the Department of Humanitarian Affairs; 

¶ the Department of Defense and Security; 

¶ the Observation and Monitoring Centre; and 

¶ such other departments as may be established by the Council of Ministers on the recommendation of 
the Mediation and Security Council. 
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CHAPTER III- SUPPORTING ORGANS OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE MECHANISM 
In carrying out their missions, the Institutions stipulated in Article 4 shall be assisted by the organs enumerated 
in Article 17 of this Protocol. 
Article 17: Organs 
The following organs are hereby established to assist the Mediation and Security Council. 

¶ The Defense and Security Commission; 

¶ The Council of Elders; 

¶ ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG). 
 
Article 18: Composition of the Defense and Security Commission 
The following representatives from Member States shall constitute the Defense and Security Commission: 
Chiefs of Defense Staff or equivalent; 
Officers responsible for Internal Affairs and Security; 
Experts of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 
Depending on the agenda, Heads of any of the following services may be invited: Immigration; Customs; 
Drug/Narcotic Agencies; Border Guards; and Civil Protection Force. 
Article 19: Functions 
The Defense and Security Commission shall examine all technical and administrative issues and assess logistical 
requirements for peace-keeping operations. It shall assist the Mediation and Security Council in:  

¶ formulating the mandate of the Peace-keeping Force; 

¶ defining the terms of reference for the Force; 

¶ appointing the Force Commander; 

¶ determining the composition of the Contingents. 
The Defense and Security Commission shall meet once every quarter and when necessary. The Commission shall 
examine reports from the Observation and Monitoring Centres and make recommendations to the Mediation 
and Security Council. 
Article 20: Composition and Mandate of the Council of Elders 
The Executive Secretary shall compile annually, a list of eminent personalities who, on behalf of ECOWAS, can 
use their good offices and experience to play the role of mediators, conciliators and facilitators. The list shall 
comprise eminent persons from various segments of society, including women, political, traditional and religious 
leaders. The list shall be approved by the Mediation and Security Council at the level of the Heads of State and 
Government. 
These Personalities shall be requested by the Executive Secretary or the Mediation and Security Council, 
whenever the need arises, to deal with a given conflict situation. 
Whenever the circumstances require, the Executive Secretary shall assemble eminent personalities from the 
approved list who shall now constitute the Council of Elders. 
The composition and mandate of the Council of Elders shall be defined by the Executive Secretary on the basis of 
the missions to be carried out. 
Members of the Council of Elders selected to deal with a given situation shall report to the Executive Secretary. 
The Executive Secretary shall report to the Mediation and Security Council on the initiatives taken in conformity 
with the provisions of Paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article 
Members of the Council of Elders shall be neutral, impartial and objective in carrying out their mission. 
Article 21: Composition of ECOMOG 
The ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) is a structure composed of several Stand-by multi-purpose 
modules (civilian and military) in their countries of origin and ready for immediate deployment. 
Article 22: Role of ECOMOG 
ECOMOG is charged, among others, with the following missions: 

¶ Observation and Monitoring; 

¶ Peace-keeping and restoration of peace; 
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¶ Humanitarian intervention in support of humanitarian disaster; 

¶ Enforcement of sanctions, including embargo; 

¶ Preventive deployment; 

¶ Peace-building, disarmament and demobilisation; 

¶ Policing activities, including the control of fraud and organised crime; 

¶ Any other operations as may be mandated by the Mediation and Security Council. 
 
CHAPTER IV- SUB-REGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY OBSERVATION SYSTEM (EARLY WARNING) 
A sub-regional peace and security observation system known as the Early Warning System or "The System" is 
hereby established for the purposes of conflict prevention and in accordance with Article 58 of the Revised 
Treaty. The System shall consist of: 
An Observation and Monitoring Centre located at the Secretariat;  
b. Observation and Monitoring Zones within the sub-region. 
Article 23: Observation and Monitoring Centre 
The Observation and Monitoring Centre shall be responsible for data collection and analyses and preparation of 
reports for the use of the Executive Secretariat. 
The Centre shall collaborate with the United Nations Organisation, the Organisation of African Unity, research 
centres and all other relevant international regional and sub-regional organisations. 
Article 24: Observation and Monitoring Zones 
Member States shall be divided into zones on the basis of proximity, ease of communication and efficiency. Each 
zone shall be identified by a number and each shall have a zonal headquarters. The following four (4) 
Observation and Monitoring Zones are hereby created: 
 

ZONE N° COUNTRIES ZONAL CAPITAL 
 

1. Cape Verde  
The Gambia 
Guinea-Bissau 
Mauritania 
Senegal 
 

Banjul 

2. Burkina Faso  
/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 
Mali 
Niger 

Ouagadougou 

3. Ghana 
Guinea 
Liberia 
Sierra Leone 

Monrovia 

4. Benin  
Nigeria 
Togo 
 

Cotonou 

 
The zoning provided for in Paragraph 1 above may be altered, if necessary, by the Authority of Heads of State 
and Government. 
Each zonal headquarters shall be provided with an office and placed under the authority of the Executive 
Secretary, through the office of the Deputy Executive Secretary. 
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Member States hereby undertake to guarantee the freedom of operations of the zonal headquarters in 
accordance with the privileges, immunities and security to property, assets and staff of the bureau as provided 
by the ECOWAS General Convention on Privileges and Immunities and the Headquarters Agreement. 
The Zonal Bureau shall maintain working relations with the host country and local and international institutions. 
The Zonal Bureau shall, on a state by state and day-to-day basis, collect data on indicators that impact on the 
peace and security of the zone and the sub-region. 
The Zonal Headquarters shall process the data collected and prepare a report which they shall send to the 
Observation and Monitoring Centre. Accordingly, each of the Zonal Headquarters shall be directly linked by 
appropriate communication means to the Observation and Monitoring Centre. 
 
CHAPTER V- APPLICATION OF THE MECHANISM 
Article 25: Conditions for Application 
The Mechanism shall be applied in any of the following circumstances: 
In cases of aggression or conflict in any Member State or threat thereof; 
In case of conflict between two or several Member States; 
In case of internal conflict: 
that threatens to trigger a humanitarian disaster, or 
that poses a serious threat to peace and security in the sub-region; 
(d) In event of serious and massive violation of human rights and the rule of law. 
In the event of an overthrow or attempted overthrow of a democratically elected government;  
Any other situation as may be decided by the Mediation and Security Council.  
Article 26: Authority to Initiate 
The Mechanism shall be put into effect by any of the following: 
Upon the decision of the Authority; 
Upon the decision of the Mediation and Security Council; 
At the request of a Member State; 
On the initiative of the Executive Secretary; 
At request of the Organisation of African Unity or the United Nations. 
Article 27: Procedure 
The Mechanism shall be applied according to any of the following procedures: 
The Executive Secretary shall inform Member States of the Mediation and Security Council and, in consultation 
with the Chairman, take all necessary and urgent measures; 
The Mediation and Security Council shall consider several options and decide on the most appropriate course of 
action to take in terms of intervention. Such options may include recourse to the Council of Elders, the dispatch 
of fact-finding missions, political and mediation missions or intervention by ECOMOG; 
The Mediation and Security Council shall issue a mandate authorising the Executive Secretary to set up a mission 
and define its terms of reference; 
Where necessary, the Mediation and Security Council shall appoint the principal officers, such as the Special 
Representative of the Executive Secretary and the ECOMOG Force Commander. 
The Chairman of the Mediation and Security Council shall submit a report on the situation to the Organisation of 
African Unity and the United Nations; 
The Executive Secretariat shall mobilise all the resources required for the operations. 
 
CHAPTER VI- CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 
Article 28: Composite Stand-by Units 
Member States hereby agree to make available to ECOMOG units adequate resources for the army, air force, 
navy, gendarmerie, police and all other military, paramilitary or civil formations necessary for the 
accomplishment of the mission. 
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Each Member State shall provide ECOMOG with a unit the size of which shall be determined after consultation 
with each Member State. 
The strengths of these units shall be reviewed according to the situation on the ground. 
Article 29: Mandates of the Force and Missions of Deployed Units 
Whenever the force is deployed, the strength mandates and missions of the units shall vary according to the 
evolving situation on the ground. 
 
Article 30: Training and Preparation of the Composite Stand-by Units 
The Executive Secretary, through the departments concerned and, in consultation with Member States, shall 
contribute to the in training of civilian and military personnel that shall be part of the stand-by units in various 
fields, particularly in international humanitarian law and human rights. 
In this regard, he shall: 

¶ support the development of common training programmes and instruction manuals for national schools 
and training centres;. 

¶ organise training and proficiency courses for personnel of the units in the regional centres in Côte 
ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ DƘŀƴŀΤ 

¶ work towards the integration of these centres into sub-regional centres for the implementation of this 
Mechanism. 

¶ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 
operations. 

Article 31: Observation Missions 
Unarmed civilian and military personnel provided by Member States may be deployed alone or in conjunction 
with armed personnel. They shall, inter alia, supervise and monitor cease-fires, disarmament, de-mobilisation, 
elections, respect for human rights, humanitarian activities and investigate any complaints or claims brought to 
their notice. They shall undertake such other activities under the terms of reference as determined by the 
Mediation and Security Council. 
The Observer Missions shall report on their activities and findings to the Executive Secretary. 
 
Article 32: Appointment and Functions of the Special Representative 
On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary the Mediation and Security Council shall appoint a Special 
Representative for each Operation undertaken by ECOMOG. 
The principal role and functions of the Special Representative shall include the following: 

¶ Serve as the Chief of the Mission and shall be responsible for the political orientation of the mission; 

¶ Direct peace-keeping activities and initiate political and diplomatic negotiations with the parties, 
neighbouring States and other Governments involved in conflict resolution; 

¶ Brief troop-contributing States and other States on the situation and operations of the mission as and 
when required; 

¶ Coordinate activities of the sub-regional and international organisations, including NGOs involved in 
humanitarian relief and peace-building activities in the mission area. Where necessary, he shall be 
assisted by a Deputy responsible for humanitarian affairs; 

¶ Maintain constant contact with and submit regular reports to the Executive Secretary. 
Article 33: Appointment and Functions of the ECOMOG Force Commander 
On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary an ECOMOG Force Commander shall be appointed by the 
Mediation and Security Council and in consultation with the Defense and Security Commission for each 
operation. 
The role and functions of the ECOMOG Force Commander shall include the following: 
He shall be responsible for the efficiency of operational, administrative and logistical plans of the mission; 
He shall issue instructions to contingent commanders for all operational activities. 
IŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŜƭ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
The ECOMOG Force Commander is accountable to the Executive Secretary, through the Special Representative. 
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Article 34: The Chain of Command 
The Special Representative shall report directly to the Executive Secretary. 
The Force Commander shall report to the Executive Secretary through his Special Representative. 
All Contingent Commanders shall report directly to the Force Commander. 
All Civil Units shall report directly to the Special Representative. 
Article 35: Role of Member States 
In addition to their responsibilities as stipulated by the Treaty and this Protocol: 
Each Member State shall immediately, upon request, release Stand-by Units with the necessary equipment and 
materiel; 
Member States hereby undertake to fully cooperate with ECOWAS in carrying out the mandates of this Protocol, 
including all forms of assistance and support required for the Mechanism, especially as regards the free 
movement of ECOMOG within their territories. 
 
CHAPTER VII- FINANCING OF THE MECHANISM 
Article 36: Funding 
The Executive Secretariat shall make provision in its annual budget, for funds to finance activities of the 
Mechanism. As soon as the Protocol governing conditions for application of the Community Levy enters into 
force, a percentage of the said Levy shall be earmarked for these activities. 
Special requests for funds shall be made to the United Nations and other international agencies. 
Funds for operations may also be raised from the OAU, voluntary contributions and grants from bilateral and 
multilateral sources. 
Article 37: Pre-Financing 
The States contributing contingents may be invited to bear the cost of operations during the first three (3) 
months. 
ECOWAS shall refund the expenditure incurred by the States within a maximum period of six (6) months and 
then proceed to finance the operations. 
Article 38: Logistical Support 
The organisation of logistics, including troop transport, shall be determined by the Executive Secretariat in 
consultation with the host country and the States contributing troops. 
Article 39: Remuneration and Service Conditions 
The remuneration and conditions of service of the personnel shall be determined by the Council of Ministers on 
the recommendation of the Mediation and Security Council. 
 
CHAPTER VIII- HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
ECOWAS shall take active part in coordinating and conducting humanitarian assistance. 
Article 40: Responsibilities of ECOWAS 
ECOWAS shall intervene to alleviate the suffering of the populations and restore life to normalcy in the event of 
crises, conflict and disaster. 
In this regard, ECOWAS shall develop own capacity to efficiently undertake humanitarian actions for the 
purposes of conflict prevention and management. 
Where the environment of a Member State is gravely devastated, appropriate steps shall be taken to 
rehabilitate it. 
ECOWAS shall recognise, encourage and support the role of women in its initiatives for conflict prevention, 
management, resolution, peace-keeping and security. 
Article 41: Cooperation with Other Organisations 
ECOWAS shall cooperate with the following institutions and organisations: 

¶ national, regional NGOs and religious organisations; 

¶ Organisation of African Unity, the United Nations and its agencies; 

¶ other international organisations intervening in the humanitarian sector. 
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The ECOMOG unit shall be adequately equipped to undertake humanitarian activities in their mission area under 
the control of the Special Representative of the Executive Secretary. 
ECOMOG shall provide assistance to all national, regional and international agencies, particularly on security 
issues. 
When necessary, ECOMOG shall coordinate the activities of humanitarian agencies in the field. 
 
CHAPTER IX- PEACE-BUILDING 
The Community hereby adopts a graduated strategy for building peace which shall be implemented as a 
continuum. 
 
Article 42: ECOWAS Institutional Capacity for Peace-Building 
To stem social and political upheavals, ECOWAS shall be involved in the preparation, organisation and 
supervision of elections in Member States. ECOWAS shall also monitor and actively support the development of 
democratic institutions of Member States. 
ECOWAS shall endeavour to assist Member States emerging from conflicts to increase their capacity for national, 
social, economic and cultural reconstruction. 
In this regard, all ECOWAS financial institutions shall develop policies to facilitate funding for reintegration and 
reconstruction programmes. 
Article 43: Peace-Building during Hostilities 
In zones of relative peace, priority shall be accorded to implementation of policies designed to reduce 
degradation of social and economic conditions arising from conflicts. 
Article 44: Peace-building at the End of Hostilities 
To assist Member States that have been adversely affected by violent conflicts, ECOWAS shall undertake the 
following activities: 

¶ Consolidation of the peace that has been negotiated; 

¶ Establishment of conditions for the political, social and economic reconstruction of the society and 
governmental institutions; 

¶ Implementation of disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration programmes including those for 
child soldiers; 

¶ Resettlement and reintegration of refugees and internally displaced persons; 

¶ Assistance to vulnerable persons, including children, the elderly, women and other traumatised groups 
in the society. 

Article 45: Restoration of Political Authority 
In situations where the authority of government is absent or has been seriously eroded, ECOWAS shall support 
processes towards the restoration of political authority. Such support may include the preparation, organisation, 
monitoring and management of the electoral process, with the cooperation of relevant regional and 
international organisations. The restoration of political authority shall be undertaken at the same time as the 
development of respect for human rights, enhancement of the rule of law and the judiciary. 
 
CHAPTER X- SUB-REGIONAL SECURITY 
Article 46: Control of Trans-Border Crime 
In order to facilitate the control of trans-border crime, ECOWAS shall promote close cooperation among the 
security services of Member States. 
The security services of Member States shall assist one another and ensure proper coordination for the 
apprehension of criminals. 
Member States shall establish specialised departments within their ministries of Justice, Defense and Security 
with trained personnel and communication equipment for coordination and centralisation of cooperation 
matters in particular, mutual assistance in criminal matters, and extradition requests. 
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Member States shall supply the Executive Secretariat with documents setting out the details of criminal 
procedures in their countries. The information provided by Member States shall include a summary of the 
criminal process, from beginning to end, and shall outline what is needed for each State to grant a request for 
mutual assistance, extradition or the restraint or forfeiture of proceeds of crime. Member States shall also 
provide all the contract particulars for their national units and exchange information concerning any other 
relevant authorities and provide updated lists of the said units. The information shall be translated and 
circulated by the ECOWAS Secretariat to all the specialised units (Central authorities) established to handle 
requests and other related matters that may arise in the course of implementation. 
With a view to strengthening national legal instruments on mutual legal assistance and extradition and making 
them more functional and efficient, all Member States shall harmonize their domestic law in accordance with 
the relevant ECOWAS Conventions on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition. Member States 
undertake to adopt a convention to incriminate and make punishable the most commonly committed crimes in 
the sub-region. 
Member States shall keep statistics, in particular, on the number of mutual legal assistance and extradition 
requests received and sent, as well as results obtained. There shall also be periodic meetings of the specialised 
departments of the Ministries of Justice, Defense and Security and the Interpol National Central Bureau for the 
purpose of exchanging information on past or on-going cases and on measures aimed at improving cooperation. 
Member States shall develop simplified restitution procedures for vehicles and other stolen objects seized by the 
requested State. 
The judicial and police authorities of ECOWAS Member States shall consider the red notices published by the 
ICPO-Interpol at the request of an ECOWAS Member State as valid requests for provisional arrest for the 
purpose of Article 22 of the ECOWAS Convention on Extradition. 
Member States shall establish a special fund for detected proceeds of crime. This fund can be used for 
preventive and criminal justice response to, inter alia, trans-border crime and drug trafficking. Member States 
shall also give consideration to the establishment of confiscated asset management offices, where required. 
Legislation on forfeiture of proceeds of crime in Member State shall be applicable to all crimes. 
ECOWAS shall establish a Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Centre (ECPCJS) to serve as focal point for 
mutual legal assistance. The Centre shall be part of the Legal Department within ECOWAS. This ECPCJC shall 
assist in linking up ECOWAS Member States to non-ECOWAS Member States in Mutual Assistance Matters. It 
shall also serve as a supervisory power to ensure that countries implement conventions they sign. 
Article 47: Coordination of Policies 
The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for the coordination and implementation of all decisions relating to 
sub-regional security. 
Article 48: Anti-Corruption Measures 
To eradicate corruption within their territories and in the sub-region, ECOWAS and its Member States shall 
promote transparency, accountability and good governance. 
Article 49: Measures against Money Laundering 
The ECOWAS Secretariat and Member States shall adopt strategies for combating the problem of money 
laundering, by extending the scope of offences, enabling the confiscation of laundered proceeds and illicit funds 
and easing bank secrecy laws within and outside the sub-region. 
Article 50: Control of the Proliferation of Small Arms 
While taking into account the legitimate national defense and security needs, and those of international peace-
keeping operations, ECOWAS shall establish effective measures to: 

¶ control the importation, exportation, manufacture and eradicate the flow of small arms. 

¶ register and control the movement and use of legitimate arms stock; 

¶ detect, collect and destroy all illicit weapons; 

¶ encourage Member States to collect and destroy all surplus weapons. 
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Article 51: Preventive Measures against the Illegal Circulation of Small Arms 
ECOWAS shall take all the necessary measures to combat illicit trafficking and circulation of small arms. These 
measures shall include: 

¶ developing a culture of peace; 

¶ training for military, security and police forces; 

¶ enhance weapons control at border posts; 

¶ establishment of a database and regional arms register; 

¶ collection and destruction of surplus and illegal weapons; 

¶ facilitating dialogue with producers and suppliers; 

¶ reviewing and harmonising national legislation and administrative procedures; 

¶ mobilising resources. 
ECOWAS shall strengthen its institutional and operational capabilities and those of its Member States for the 
effective implementation of the measures mentioned in Paragraph 1 above. 
¢ƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴt of Political Affairs, Defense and Security shall coordinate and monitor 
implementation of all programmes and activities and shall analyse information from the zonal headquarters. 
In order to promote and ensure coordination of concrete measures at national level, Member States shall, in 
accordance with guidelines adopted by ECOWAS, establish national commissions made up of representatives of 
the relevant authorities and the civil society. 
At the beginning of any ECOMOG peacekeeping operations, all dedicated light weapons and ammunition shall be 
declared to the Executive Secretariat so as to ensure their effective control as well as removal upon completion 
of the operations. 
All weapons collected during any disarmament exercise shall be destroyed. 
 
CHAPTER XI- COOPERATION WITH THE ORGANISATION OFAFRICAN UNITY, UNITED NATIONS AND 
OTHERINTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
Article 52: Cooperation 
In pursuit of its objectives, ECOWAS shall cooperate with the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), the United 
Nations Organisation (UNO) and other relevant international organisations. 
In the implementation of this Mechanism, ECOWAS shall fully cooperate with the OAU Mechanism for Conflict 
Prevention, Management and Resolution. 
In accordance with Chapters VII and VIII of the United Nations Charter, ECOWAS shall inform the United Nations 
of any military intervention undertaken in pursuit of the objectives of this Mechanism. 
 
CHAPTER XII- SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
Article 53: Abrogation 
The provisions of this Protocol shall replace all the provisions of the ECOWAS Protocol relating to Mutual 
Assistance in Defense signed on 29 May 1981, which are in conflict with the spirit of this Protocol. 
The provisions of the Protocol on Non-Aggression signed on 22 April, 1978, which are incompatible with those of 
the present Protocol are hereby declared null and void. 
Undertakings devolving from the provisions of this Protocol shall not be interpreted as being against the spirit of 
Conventions or Agreements between one Member State and a third State; provided such Conventions and 
Agreements are consistent with the spirit of this Protocol, otherwise, such provisions are null and void. 
Article 54: Rationalisation of Subregional Institutions 
ECOWAS shall take necessary measures to rationalise all mechanisms, institutions and organs of the sub-region, 
having similar aims and objectives with this Mechanism. 
To this end, ANAD may be transformed into a specialised agency of ECOWAS. 
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CHAPTER XIII- GENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 
Article 55: Amendments 
Any Member State may submit proposals for the amendment or revision of this Protocol. 
Any such proposals shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary who shall notify other Member States not later 
than thirty days after the receipt of such proposals. Amendments or revisions shall not be considered by the 
Authorƛǘȅ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦ 
Amendments or revisions shall be adopted by the Authority. 
 
Article 56: Withdrawal 
Any Member State wishing to withdraw from this Protocol shall give a one-year written notice to the Executive 
Secretary who shall inform Member States thereof. At the end of this period of one year, if such notice is not 
withdrawn, such a State shall cease to be a party to the Protocol. 
During the period of one year referred to in the preceding paragraph, such a Member State shall nevertheless 
continue to observe the provisions of this Protocol and discharge its obligations thereunder. 
 
 
Article 57: Entry into Force 
This Protocol shall enter into force provisionally upon signature by Heads of State and Government. Accordingly, 
signatory Member States and the Executive Secretariat hereby undertake to start implementing all provisions of 
this Mechanism upon signature. 
This Protocol shall definitely enter into force upon ratification by at least nine (9) signatory States in accordance 
with the constitutional procedures of each Member State. 
Article 58: Depository Authority 
This Protocol and all instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Executive Secretariat which shall 
transmit certified true copies to all Member States and notify them of the dates of deposit of instruments of 
ratification by the Member States and shall register it with the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), as well as 
the United Nations (UN) and any other Organisation as may be decided by the Council.  
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IN FAITH THEREOF, 
WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF 
WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) HAVE SIGNED THIS PROTOCOL. IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, 
FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES, ALL TEXTS, BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC. 
DONE AT LOME, THIS 10TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 1999 
 

H.E. Mathieu KEREKOU 
President of the Republic of Benin 

H. E Blaise COMPAORE 
President of Faso 
Chairman, Council of Ministers of Burkina Faso 

Hon. Alexandre Dias MONTEIRO 
Minister of Commerce, Industry  and Energy For 
and on behalf of the President of Cabo Verde 

H.E Henri Konan BEDIE 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /ƾǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 

H.E. Mrs Isatou NJIE-SAIDY 
Vice-President, 
Secretary of State for Health, Labour, 
Social WŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ 
For and on behalf of the President of the 
Republic of The Gambia 

H.E. Flt.-Lt. Jerry John RAWLINGS 
President of the Republic of Ghana 
 

Hon. Zaïnoul Abidine SANOUSSI 
Minister of Foreign Affairs in the  
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ CƻǊ ŀƴŘ on behalf of the 
President of the Republic of Guinea  

Hon. José Pereira BATISTA 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation 
For and on behalf of the President of the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau 

Hon. Enoch DOGOLEAH  
Vice-President 
For and on behalf of the President  of Liberia 

H.E. Alpha Oumar KONARE 
President of the Republic of 
Mali 

Hon. Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR  
President of the Council for National 
Reconciliation, Head of State of the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania 
 

H.E. Squadron Leader Daouda Malam WANKE 
Minister, Secretary-General at the Presidency   
For and on behalf of the President of the  
Republic of Niger 

H.E. Olusegun OBASANJO  
President, Commander-in-Chief  of the Armed 
Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

H.E. Abdou DIOUF 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
 

H.E. Ahmad Tejan KABBAH  
President of the Republic of Sierra Leone 

H.E. Gnassingbé EYADEMA 
President of the Togolese Republic 
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B. Protocol A/SP/ 12/ 01 on Democracy and Good Governance 
supplementary to the Protocol Relating to the Mechanism for Conflict 

Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security 
 

Executive Secretary 
Dakar, December 2001 

 
 
PREAMBLE 
 
We, the Heads of State and Government of the Member States of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), 
MINDFUL of the ECOWAS Treaty signed in Cotonou on 24th July 1993, notably its Article 58; 
MINDFUL of the Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, 
Peacekeeping and Security signed in Lomé on 10th December 1999; 
CONSIDERING all the issues enumerated or reaffirmed in the preamble to the Protocol of 10th December 1999 
referred to above; 
MINDFUL of the principles set out in the OAU Solemn Declaration on Security, Stability, Development and 
Cooperation in Africa adopted in Abuja on 8 and 9 May 2000 and the Decision AHG. DEC 142 (XXV) on the 
ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ h!¦Ω{ reaction to unconstitutional change of government, adopted by Algiers in July 1999; 
CONSIDERING the Harare Declaration adopted by the Commonwealth on 20 December 1991 and the Bamako 
Declaration adopted by the member countries of the Francophonie on 3 November 2000; 
CONSIDERING also the Cotonou Declaration adopted on 6 December 2000 at the end of the 4th international 
conference on new or restored democracies; 
RECALLING ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 
instruments, notably the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the African Charter on Human and Peoples 
Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women; 
MINDFUL of the ratification of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights and other international human 
rights instruments by the majority of the Member States and their solemn commitment to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination and harmful practices against women;  
CONCERNED about the increasing wave of international terrorism; 
CONCERNED also about the increasing incidence of conflicts caused by religious intolerance, political 
marginalisation and non-transparent elections; 
HAVING OBSERVED that to become really effective, the Protocol of 10 December 1999 needs to be 
complemented through the incorporation of provisions concerning issues such as prevention of internal crises, 
democracy and good governance, the rule of law, and human rights; 
HAVING DECIDED to enhance the ECOWAS Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, 
Peacekeeping and Security; 
 
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
The terms and expressions used in the present Supplementary Protocol have the same meanings as those used 
in the Protocol of 10th December 1999. 
The list of definitions is completed as follows: 
άTreatyέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ wŜǾƛǎŜŘ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ό9/h²!{ύ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
Cotonou on 24th July 1993;  
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άProtocolέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ wŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ 
Peacekeeping and Security, signed in Lome on 10th December 1999; 
άSupplementary Protocolέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ƻƴ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ DƻƻŘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ Supplementary to the 
Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and 
Security; 
άCommunityέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
paragraph 2 of Article 2 of the Treaty;  
άMember Stateέ ƻǊ άMember Statesέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
paragraph 2 of Article 2 of the Treaty; 
άCommunity citizen or citizensέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭόǎύ ƻŦ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘƛpulated in 
the Protocol defining Community citizenship; 
άCourt of Justiceέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΤ 
άAuthorityέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ West 
African States established by Article 7 of the Treaty; 
άMediation and Security Councilέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ у ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Protocol; 
άDefense and Security Commissionέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ and Security Commission as defined in Article 18 of the 
Protocol; 
άExecutive Secretaryέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 9/h²!{ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ му ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Treaty; 
άExecutive Secretariatέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
Article 17 of the Treaty; 
άDeputy Executive Secretaryέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƛƴ ŎƘŀrge of Political Affairs, Defense and 
Security as referred to in Article 16 of the Protocol; 
άECOMOGέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 9/h²!{ /ŜŀǎŜ-ŦƛǊŜ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾention 
force as defined in Article 21 of the Protocol relating to the Mechanism etc; 
άArmed Forcesέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅΣ !ƛǊŦƻǊŎŜΣ bŀǾȅΣ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŘŀǊƳŜǊƛŜΤ άSecurity Forcesέ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ DŜƴŘŀǊƳŜǊƛŜΣ 
National Guards and other Forces assigned with Security. 
 
 

Chapter 1- PRINCIPLES 
 
The provisions of this chapter complement and clarify the principles set out in Article 2 of the Protocol of 10th 
December 1999. 
SECTION 1: CONSTITUTIONAL CONVERGENCE PRINCIPLES 
Article 1 
The following shall be declared as constitutional principles shared by all Member States: 
a) 
Á Separation of powers ς the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary. 
Á Empowerment and strengthening of parliaments and guarantee of parliamentary immunity. 
Á Independence of the Judiciary: Judges shall be independent in the discharge of their duties. 
Á The freedom of the members of the Bar shall be guaranteed; without prejudice to their penal or disciplinary 
responsibility in the event of contempt of court or breaches of the common law. 
b) Every accession to power must be made through free, fair and transparent elections. 
c) Zero tolerance for power obtained or maintained by unconstitutional means. 
d) Popular participation in decision-making, strict adherence to democratic principles and decentralization of 

power at all levels of governance. 
e) The armed forces must be apolitical and must be under the command of a legally constituted political 

authority; no serving member of the armed forces may seek to run for elective political. 



Workshop on Regional Instruments of Democratic Governance 
and Conflict Prevention in West Africa 
(SWAC/OECD- 16 to 19 October 2007) 
ECOWAS Instruments 

 

 

f) Secularism and neutrality of the State in all matters relating to religion; freedom for each individual to 
practise, within the limits of existing laws, the religion of his/her choice everywhere on the national territory. 
The secularism shall extend to all parts of the State, but shall not deprive the State of the right to regulate, with 
due respect to human rights, the different religions practiced on the national territory or to intervene when law 
and order break down as a result of any religious activity. 
g) The State and all its institutions belong to all the citizens; therefore none of their decisions and actions shall 
involve any form of discrimination, be it on an ethnic, racial, religion or regional basis. 
h) ¢ƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ international instruments 
shall be guaranteed in each of the ECOWAS Member States; each individual or organization shall be free to have 
recourse to the common or civil law courts, a court of special jurisdiction, or any other national institution 
established within the framework of an international instrument on Human Rights, to ensure the protection of 
his/her rights. In the absence of a court of special jurisdiction, the present Supplementary Protocol shall be 
regarded as giving the necessary powers to common or civil law judicial bodies. 
i) Political parties shall be formed and shall have the right to carry out their activities freely, within the limits 
of the law. Their formation and activities shall not be based on ethnic, religious, regional or racial considerations. 
They shall participate freely and without hindrance or discrimination in any electoral process. The freedom of 
the opposition shall be guaranteed. Each Member State may adopt a system for financing political parties, in 
accordance with criteria set under the law. 
j) The freedom of association and the right to meet and organize peaceful demonstrations shall also be 
guaranteed. 
k) The freedom of the press shall be guaranteed. 
l) All former Heads of State shall enjoy a special status including freedom of movement. They shall enjoy 
special benefits compatible to their status as former Heads of State. 
 
SECTION II: ELECTIONS: 
Article 2 
1. No substantial modification shall be made to the electoral laws in the last six (6) months before the elections, 
except with the consent of a majority of Political actors. 
2. All the elections shall be organized on the dates or at periods fixed by the Constitution or the electoral laws. 
3. Member States shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that women have equal rights with men to vote 
and be voted for in elections, to participate in the formulation of government policies and the implementation 
thereof and to hold public offices and perform public functions at all levels of governance. 
 
Article3 
The bodies responsible for organizing the elections shall be independent or neutral and shall have the 
confidence of all the political actors. Where necessary, appropriate national consultations shall be organized to 
determine the nature and the structure of the bodies. 
 
Article 4 
1. Each ECOWAS Member State shall ensure the establishment of a reliable registry of births and deaths. A 
central registry shall be established in each Member State. 
2. Member States shall cooperate in this area with a view to exchanging experiences and where necessary 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ƭƛǎǘǎΦ 
 
Article 5 
¢ƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ƭƛǎǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
parties and voters who may have access to them whenever the need arises. 
 
Article 6 
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The preparation and conduct of elections and the announcement of results shall be done in a transparent 
manner. 
 
Article 7 
Adequate arrangements shall be made to hear and dispose of all petitions relating to the conduct of elections 
and announcement of results. 
 
Article 8 
Member States shall use the services of civil society organizations involved in electoral matters to educate and 
enlighten the public on the need for peaceful elections devoid of all acts of violence. 
 
Article 9 
The party and/or candidate who loses the elections shall concede defeat to the political party and/or candidate 
finally declared the winner, following the guidelines and within the deadline stipulated by the law. 
 
Article 10 
All holders of power at all levels shall refrain from acts of intimidation or harassment against defeated 
candidates or their supporters. 
 
SECTION II: ELECTION MONITORING AND ECOWAS ASSISTANCE 
 
Article 11 
The provisions of Article 42 of the Protocol of 10th December 1999 hereby complemented by the provisions 
under this section. 
 
Article 12 
1. At the request of any Member State, ECOWAS may provide assistance in the conduct of any election. 
2. Such assistance may take any form. 
3. Also, ECOWAS may dispatch a monitoring team to the country concerned for the purpose of monitoring the 

elections. 
4. The decision in this respect shall be taken by the Executive Secretary. 
 
Article 13 
1. As elections in a Member State approach, the Executive Secretary shall dispatch a fact-finding Mission to 
the Member State conducting an election. 
2. This mission may be followed by an exploratory Mission aimed at: 
Á Collecting all texts governing the elections concerned; 
Á Gathering all information on the conditions under which the elections shall be conducted; 
Á Collecting all pertinent information relating to the contesting candidates or political parties; 
Á Meeting all candidates, political party leaders, government authorities and other competent bodies; 
Á Assessing the status of preparations for the elections; 
Á Gathering any other useful information that may provide a clear picture of the situation. 

 
Article 14 
1. The Executive Secretary shall appoint the leader and the members of the Observer/Supervisory Mission, who 

shall be independent persons and Nationals of Member States other than the Member State conducting the 
Elections. 

2. The Members of the Mission shall include women. 
3. Staff of the Executive Secretariat shall be designated to assist the Mission. 
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Article 15 
1. The Observer/Supervisory Mission, with the documents collected by the exploratory Mission and the report 

prepared by the Mission, shall arrive in the Member State concerned at least forty-eight hours prior to the 
conduct of the elections. 

2. The Observer/Supervisory Mission may be preceded by ECOWAS Staff, who shall prepare the meetings to be 
held between the Mission and the national authorities. 

3. The Mission shall be expected to hold consultations with the relevant authorities of the host government for 
an exchange of views and in order to determine the mode of deployment in the host Member State. 

4. It may establish cooperation links with NGO or any other observer team while maintaining its autonomy. 
5. The members of the Mission shall show restraint and refrain from making any individual statement. Any 

statement shall be made collectively and on behalf of the Mission by the team leader or a spokesperson 
appointed for this purpose. 

 
Article 16 
1. The Mission shall remain in the country throughout the election period and until the election results are 
announced. 
2. The Mission shall also submit a report to the Executive Secretary. 
3. The Report shall comprise: 
Á ¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ 
Á Statements by witnesses; 
Á Its assessment of the conduct of the elections from the point of view of the national laws governing the 
elections and the universal principles in electoral matters; 
Á Its recommendations for the improvement of the conduct of future elections and monitoring Missions. 

 
Article 17 
1. ¢ƘŜ hōǎŜǊǾŜǊκ{ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊȅ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ and submitted to 
ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ όмрύ Řŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
accomplishment of the Mission.  

2. Before leaving the host country, the Mission shall convene a consultative meeting for the preparation of the 
report. 
3. Any member of the Mission, who is unable to attend the meeting, shall submit a report in writing to the 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 

4. ECOWAS Staff shall assist the Mission in the preparation of the report. 
 
Article 18 
The report shall be forwarded by the Executive Secretary, together with his own observations, if necessary, to 
the Mediation and Security Council for recommendations to be made to the country concerned and/or to all 
Member States, and for measures to be taken, where necessary. 
 
 
SECTION IV: THE ROLE OF THE ARMED FORCES, THE POLICE AND THE SECURITY FORCES IN A DEMOCRACY 
Article 19 
1. The armed forces and police shall be non-partisan and shall remain loyal to the nation. The role of the 
armed forces shall be to defend the independence and the territorial integrity of the State and its democratic 
institutions. 
2. The police and other security agencies shall be responsible for the maintenance of law and order and the 
protection of persons and their properties. 
3. The armed forces, the police and other security agencies shall participate in ECOMOG missions as provided 
for in Article 28 of the Protocol. 
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4. They may also, on the decision of the constitutionally constituted authorities, participate in peacekeeping 
missions under the auspices of the African Union or the United Nations. 
5. Members of the armed forces may be drafted to participate in national development projects. 
 
Article 20 
1. The armed forces, the police and other security agencies shall be under the authority of legally constituted 
civilian authorities. 
2. The civilian authorities shall respect the apolitical nature of the armed forces and police. All political or 
trade union activities and propaganda shall be forbidden in the barracks and within the armed forces. 
 
Article 21 
The armed and security forces personnel as citizens shall be entitled to all the rights set out in the constitution, 
except as may be stated otherwise in their special regulations. 
 
Article 22 
1. The use of arms to disperse non-violent meetings or demonstrations shall be forbidden. Whenever a 
demonstration becomes violent, only the use of minimal and/or proportionate force shall be authorized. 
2. All cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment shall be forbidden.  
3. The security forces, while carrying out investigations, shall not disturb or arrest family members or relations 
of the person presumed guilty or suspected of having committed an offence. 
 
Article 23 
1. The armed forces, the police and other security agencies shall during their training receive instructions on 
the Constitution of their country, ECOWAS principles and regulations, human rights, humanitarian law and 
democratic principles. In this regard, seminars and meetings bringing together members of the armed forces, 
Police and other Security agencies and other sectors of society shall be organized from time to time. 
2. Joint training sessions shall also be arranged for members of the armed forces from different ECOWAS 
countries, the police, other security forces, university dons and members of the civil society. 
 
Article 24 
1. The Member States undertake to strengthen their national agencies responsible for preventing and 
combating terrorism. 
2. In accordance with Articles 3(d) and 16(1) of the Protocol, the Department of Political Affairs, Defence and 
Security of the Executive Secretariat shall initiate joint activities for the national agencies of Member States in 
charge of preventing and combating terrorism. 
 
SECTION V: POVERTY ALLEVIATION AND PROMOTION OF SOCIALDIALOGUE 
Article 25 
Member States agree that poverty alleviation and promotion of social dialogue are important factors for peace. 
 
Article 26 
Member States undertake to provide the basic human needs of their populations. 
 
Article 27 
 
Member States undertake to fight poverty effectively in their respective countries and within the Community, 
especially by: 
Á Creating an environment conducive to private investment and the development of a dynamic and 

competitive private sector; 
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Á Providing the instruments necessary for the enhancement of job creation and for the development of the 
social sector as a matter of priority; 
Á Ensuring equitable distribution of resources and income in order to consolidate national unity and solidarity; 
Á Enhancing the integration of economic, financial and banking activities through harmonization of commercial 
and financial laws and establishment of Community multi-national corporations. 

 
Article 28 
1. Employers associations and trade unions shall be organized and/or strengthened in each Member State and 
at the regional level of ECOWAS. 
2. Member States shall promote social dialogue. In this regard, employers associations and workers unions 
shall meet regularly among themselves and with political and administrative authorities with a view to 
preventing social conflict. 
3. There shall be associations of farmers, artisans and artists in each Member 
4. State and at the sub-regional level of ECOWAS. 
 
 
SECTION VI: EDUCATION, CULTURE AND RELIGION 
Article 29 
Education, culture and religion are essential factors for peace, stability and development in each Member State. 
 
Article 30 
1. There shall be regular exchanges of students and academics between Member States. 
2. Community institutions shall be established to provide training for students from the sub-region. 
3.  
Á In accordance with Article 36 of the Protocol, the Executive Secretariat shall, from now on, provide 

budgetary allocations for immediate funding of the programmes as contained in this Article. 
Á Each Member State shall in the shortest possible time also make a contribution for the take-off and 

implementation of the programmes contained in this Article. 
Á A percentage of the Community levy shall be allocated for the establishment of a fund for the 

implementation of the activities outlined in this Article. 
4. ! ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ training shall be adopted and 
implemented in each Member State and at the level of ECOWAS. 
5. Member States shall guarantee women equal rights with men in the field of education and in particular, 
shall ensure the same conditions for career and vocational guidance, access to the same curricula, access to 
opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants. They shall also ensure the elimination of 
stereotyped concepts of roles of men and women at all levels and in all forms of education. 
 
Article 31 
1. The culture of every group of people in each Member State shall be respected and developed. 
2. The Executvie Secretary shall take the necessary measures to organize, within the sub-region, periodic 
inter-state cultural events: festivals of arts and culture, symposia, various cultural events on literature, music, 
arts, and sports. 
3. Member States undertake to take measures to eliminate or prevent religious conflicts and to promote 
religious tolerance and harmony. To this end, permanent structures for consultations among the different 
religions on the one hand and between the different religions and the State on the other hand, shall be 
established at national levels. 
4. The Executive Secretary shall take the necessary measures to promote, through periodic meetings, 
consultations among the religious organizations of Member States. 
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SECTION VII: RULE OF LAW, HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOOD GOVERNANCE 
Article 32 
Member States agree that good governance and press freedom are essential for preserving social Justice, 
preventing conflict, guaranteeing political stability and peace and for strengthening democracy. 
 
Article 33 
1. Member States recognize that the rule of law involves not only the promulgation of good laws that are in 
conformity with the provisions on human rights, but also a good judicial system, a good system of 
administration, and good management of the State apparatus. 
2. They are also convinced that a system that guarantees smooth running of the State and its administrative 
and judicial services, contributes to the Consolidation of the rule of law. 
 
Article 34 
1. Member States and the Executive Secretariat shall endeavour to adopt at national and regional levels, 
practical modalities for the enforcement of the rule of law, human rights, justice and good governance. 
2. Member States shall ensure accountability, professionalism, transparency, and expertise in the public and 
private sectors. 
 
Article 35 
1. Member States shall establish independent national institutions to promote and protect human rights. 
2. The Executive Secretariat shall take measures to strengthen their capacities. The institutions shall be 
organized into a regional network. 
Within the framework of this network, each national institution shall systematically submit to the Executive 
Secretariat, any report on human rights violations observed on its territory. 
Such reports and reactions of governments shall be widely disseminated through the most appropriate means. 
 
Article 36 
Member States shall institutionalize a national mediation system. 
 
Article 37 
1. Each Member State shall work towards ensuring pluralism of the information sector and the development 
of the media. 
2. Each Member State may give financial assistance to privately-owned media. The distribution and allocation 
of such assistance shall be done by an Independent national body or by a body freely instituted by the journalists 
themselves. 
 
Article 38 
1. Member States undertake to fight corruption and manage their national resources in a transparent manner, 
ensuring that they are equitably distributed. 
2. In this regard, Member States and the Executive Secretariat undertake to establish appropriate 
mechanisms to address issues of corruption within the Member States and at the Community level. 
 
Article 39 
Protocol A/P1/7/91 adopted in Abuja on 6 July 1991 relating to the Community Court of Justice, shall be 
reviewed so as to give the Court the power to hear, inter-alia, cases relating to violations of human rights, after 
all attempts to resolve the matter at the national level have failed. 
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SECTION VIII: WOMEN, CHILDREN AND THE YOUTH 
Article 40 
Member States agree that the development and promotion of the welfare of women are essential factors for 
development, progress and peace in the society. Consequently, they undertake to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination and harmful and degrading practices against women. 
 
Article 41 
1. aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōŀǎƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
2. Special laws shall be enacted in each Member State and at the level of the Community against child 
trafficking and child prostitution. 
3. The Community shall adopt laws and regulations on Child Labour in line with the provisions of the 
International Labour Organizations (ILO). 
 
Article 42 
1. Member States shall agree on rules to be adopted on the training and development of the youth. 
2. Uniform laws shall be adopted within the Community to prevent and handle cases of juvenile delinquency. 
 
Article 43 
The Executive Secretariat shall put in place all necessary structures within its establishment to ensure the 
effective implementation of common policies and programmes relating to the education and the promotion of 
the welfare of women and youth. 
 
Chapter II- MODALITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION AND SANCTIONS 
Article 44 
1. This Article complements the provisions of Chapter V of the Protocol of 10th December 1999. 
2. In order to give full force to the provision of Article 28 of this Supplementary Protocol and in accordance 
with Article 57 of the Treaty, a legal convention Incorporating, if need be, Convention A/P1/7/91 relating to 
mutual assistance In criminal matters, and the Convention A/P1/8/94 on Extradition shall be Elaborated and 
adopted not later than twelve months after the entry into force of this Supplementary Protocol. 
 
Article 45 
1.  In the event that democracy is abruptly brought to an end by any means or where there is massive 
violation of Human Rights in a Member State, ECOWAS may impose sanctions on the State concerned. 
2. The sanctions which shall be decided by the Authority, may take the following forms, in increasing order of 

severity: 
Á Refusal to support the candidates presented by the Member State concerned for elective posts in 

international organizations; 
Á Refusal to organize ECOWAS meetings in the Member State concerned; 
Á Suspension of the Member State concerned from all ECOWAS decisionmaking bodies. During the period of 

the suspension the Member State shall be obliged to pay its dues for the period. 
3. During the period of suspension, ECOWAS shall continue to monitor, encourage and support the efforts 
being made by the suspended Member State to return to normalcy and constitutional order. 
4. On the recommendation of the Mediation and Security Council, a decision may be taken at the appropriate 
time to proceed as stipulated in Article 45 of the Protocol of 10th December 1999. 
 
Chapter III- GENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 
Article 46 
This Suppplementary Protocol shall form an integral part of the Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict 
Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security, signed in Lome on 10th December 1999. 
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Article 47: AMENDEMENTS 
1. Any Member State may submit proposals for the amendment or revision of this Supplementary Protocol. 
2. Any such proposals shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary who shall notify other Member States not 
later than thirty days after the receipt of such proposals. Amendments or revisions shall not be considered by 
ǘƘŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦ 
3. Amendments or revisions shall be adopted by the Authority. 
 
 
Article 48: WITHDRAWAL 
1. Any Member State wishing to withdraw from this Supplementary Protocol shall give a one-year written 
notice to the Executive Secretary who shall inform Member States thereof. At the end of this period of one year, 
if such notice is not withdrawn, such a State shall cease to be a party to this Supplementary Protocol. 
2. During the period of one year referred to in the preceding paragraph, such a Member Sate shall 
nevertheless continue to observe the provisions of this Supplementary Protocol and discharge its obligations 
thereunder.  
 
Article 49: ENTRY INTO FORCE 
This Supplementary Protocol shall enter into force upon ratification by at least nine (9) signatory States in 
accordance with the constitutional procedures of each Member State. 
 
Article 50: DEPOSITORY AUTHORITY 
This Supplementary Protocol and all instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Executive Secretariat 
which shall transmit certified true copies to all Member States and notify them of the dates of deposit of 
instruments of ratification by the Member States and shall register it with the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU)/African Union (AU), as well as the United Nations (UN) and any other organization as may be decided by 
the Council. 
 
IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY 
PROTOCOL, IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES, ALL TEXTS BEING 
EQUALLY AUTHENTIC. 
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DONE IN DAKAR ON THIS 21ST DAY OF DECEMBER 2001 
 

H.E. Mathieu KEREKOU  
President of the Republic of BENIN 

H.E. Blaise COMPAORE  
President of FASO  
Chairman of the Council of Ministers 

  

H.E. Jose Maria Pereira NEVES  
Prime Minister and Head of Government of the 
Republic of CAPE VERDE 

H.E. Abou Drahamane SANGARE  
Minister of Foreign Affairs, for and on behalf of the 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /h¢9 5ΩL±hLw9 

  

H.E. Yahya A.J.J. JAMMEH  
President of the Republic of the GAMBIA 

H.E. John Agyekum KUFUOR  
President of the Republic of GHANA 

  

H.E. Lamine SIDIME  
Prime Minister of the Republic of GUINEA 

H.E. Koumba Yala Kobde NHANCA  
President of the Republic of GUINEA BISSAU 

  

H.E. Monie R. CAPTAN  
Minister of Foreign Affairs, for and on behalf of 
the President of the Republic of LIBERIA 

H.E. Alpha Oumar KONARE  
President of the Republic of MALI 

  

H.E. Mindaoudou Aichatou (Mrs)  
Minister of Foreign Affairs, for and on behalf of 
the President of the Republic of NIGER 

H.E. Olusegun OBASANJO  
President and Commander-in-chief of Armed Forces of 
the Federal Republic of NIGERIA 

  

H.E. Abdoulaye WADE  
President of the Republic of SENEGAL 

H.E. Alhaji Dr. Ahmad Tejan  KABBAH  
President of the Republic of SIERRA LEONE 

  

H.E. Gnassingbe EYADEMA 
President of the TOGOLESE Republic 
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C. ECOWAS Convention on Small Arms and Light Weapons, 
their Ammunition and other Related Materials 

 
 
PREAMBLE 
We, the Heads of State and Government of the Member States of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS); 
Mindful of Articles 7, 8, and 9 of ECOWAS Revised Treaty relating to the creation, composition and function of 
the Conference of Heads of State and Government: 
MINDFUL of Article 58 of the revised ECOWAS Treaty relating to Regional Security which stipulates that Member 
States undertake to work to safeguard and consolidate relations conducive to the maintenance of peace, 
stability and security within the region and to establish and strengthen appropriate mechanisms for the timely 
prevention and resolution of conflicts; 
MINDFUL of Article 77 of the Treaty relating to sanctions applicable in cases where a Member State fails to fulfil 
its obligations to the Community; 
MINDFUL of the relevant provisions of the Protocol on the Community Court of Justice adopted on 16 July 1991, 
the ECOWAS conventions on mutual legal assistance and extradition, signed respectively in Dakar on 29 July 
1992 and Abuja on 6 August 1994; 
MINDFUL of the Protocol on Non-aggression signed in Lagos on 22 April 1978 and the Protocol on Mutual 
Assistance in Defense Matters signed in Freetown on 29 May 1981, and more particularly our determination to 
provide mutual assistance in defense matters in the event of armed aggression or threat of aggression against a 
Member State; 
RECALLING the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, particularly the principle that States shall have 
the right to defend themselves both individually and collectively, the principle of non-intervention and non-
interference in internal affairs of another State, and the principle that each Member shall avoid recourse to the 
threat or use of force; 
RECALLING also the relevant provisions of the Constitutive Act of the African Union, including the decision by the 
Executive Council of the African Union requesting the African Union Commission to take necessary measures to 
establish a legal instrument to prevent, combat and eradicate illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in 
Africa; 
RECALLING equally the ECOWAS Protocol relating to the Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution, 
Peace-keeping and Security signed in Lome on 10 December 1999, particularly Articles 3, 50 and 51 relating to 
the control of the proliferation of small arms and light weapons and illegal circulation of such arms; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions of the United Nations Security Council imposing arms embargos on 
countries in the West African sub-region; 
ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Bamako Declaration of 1st December 2000 on the common African position 
on the proliferation, circulation and illicit trade in small arms and light weapons; 
EQUALLY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT other international, regional and sub-regional initiatives aimed at curtailing 
the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, and the decision relating to the common African position on 
the review of the United Nations programme of action on small arms and light weapons adopted in Khartoum in 
January 2006; 
CONSIDERING that the proliferation of small arms and light weapons constitutes a major destabilising factor in 
ECOWAS Member States and poses a serious threat to the peace and stability of our peoples; 
DEEPLY CONCERNED about the uncontrolled flow of small arms and light weapons into Africa in general and 
West Africa in particular, and aware of the need to effectively control the transfer of arms by suppliers and arms 
brokers; 
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AWARE of the need to build peace and prevent conflicts in West Africa, and the disastrous consequences the 
proliferation of small arms and light weapons has on the prolongation of armed conflicts and illegal exploitation 
of natural resources; 
AWARE OF THE NEED to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit manufacture and excessive accumulation of 
small arms and light weapons, trafficking, detention and use of such arms, which have been seen to have 
negative effects on the security of each country in the sub-region, human security, international humanitarian 
law, sustainable development, and human rights; 
DETERMINED to achieve the objectives outlined in the Declaration on the Moratorium on the Importation, 
Exportation and Manufacture of Light Weapons in ECOWAS Member States signed in Abuja on 31 October 1998 
and in the Code of Conduct for the implementation of the Moratorium adopted in Lome on 10 December 1999; 
DETERMINED ALSO to consolidate the gains of the Moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and 
Manufacture of Light Weapons and its Code of Conduct, and to take into account the shortcomings observed, 
with a view to taking corrective measures; 
RECOGNISING in this regard the progress achieved in the implementation of the Moratorium, thanks to 
contributions by the Plan of Action of the Programme for Coordination and Assistance for Security and 
Development (PCASED); 
CONSCIOUS of the need to strengthen the institutional and operational capacity of the ECOWAS Executive 
Secretariat in order to enable fight more effectively against the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, 
with a view to obtaining the desired results; 
CONSIDERING the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in 
Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects adopted in 2001; 
CONSIDERING the United Nations international instrument adopted in 2005 which seeks to enable States to 
identify and rapidly trace small arms and light weapons, and the UN Protocol on the manufacture and illicit trade 
in fire arms, spare parts, components and ammunition adopted in 2001; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Security Council Resolution 1325 (2002) on women, peace and security which 
recognises the specific role of women in peace building; 
DEEPLY CONCERNED by the use of children in armed conflicts, and taking account of the United Nations Security 
Council resolutions on children and armed conflicts; 
RECOGNISING the important contribution of civil society organisations in the fight against the proliferation of 
small arms and light weapons; 
BEARING IN MIND the Final Communiqué issued at the end of the Summit of ECOWAS Heads of State and 
Government held in Dakar on 30 January 2003 which directed the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat to examine the 
possibility of transforming the Moratorium into a Convention; 
 
HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOW 
 
CHAPTER I- DEFINITIONS ET OBJECTIFS 
 
Article 1 : Définitions 
For the purpose of this Convention: 
1. LIGHT WEAPONS: Portable arms designed to be used by several persons working together in a team and 
which include notably: 
- heavy machine guns; 
- portable grenade launchers, mobile or mounted; 
- portable anti-aircraft cannons; 
- portable anti-tank cannons, non-recoil guns; 
- portable anti-tank missile launchers or rocket launchers; 
- portable anti-aircraft missile launchers; 
- mortars with a calibre of less than 100 millimetres; 
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2. SMALL ARMS: Arms used by one person and which include notably: 
- firearms and other destructive arms or devices such as an exploding bomb, an incendiary bomb or a gas bomb, 
a grenade, a rocket launcher, a missile, a missile system or landmine; 
- revolvers and pistols with automatic loading; 
- rifles and carbines; 
- machine guns; 
- assault rifles; 
- light machine guns. 
 
3. AMMUNITION: 
Devices destined to be shot or projected through the means of firearms including among others: 
- cartridges; 
- projectiles and missiles for light weapons; 
- mobile containers with missiles or projectiles for anti-aircraft or anti-tank single action systems; 
4. OTHER RELATED MATERIALS: All components, parts or spare parts for small arms or light weapons or 
ammunition necessary for its functioning; or any chemical substance serving as active material used as 
propelling or explosive agent; 
5. ILLICIT: Covers all that is carried out in violation of this Convention; 
6. MARKING: Inscriptions permitting the identification of arms covered by this Convention; 
7. TRACING: Indicates the systematic monitoring of the movements of small arms and light weapons and their 
ammunition and other related materials, from the manufacturer until the end user, with a view to helping 
member States competent authorities to detect illicit manufacture and trading; 
8. BROKERING: Work carried out as an intermediary between any manufacturer, supplier or distributor of small 
arms and light weapons and any buyer or user; this includes the provision of financial support and the 
transportation of small arms and light weapons; 
9. TRANSFER: Includes import, export, transit, transhipment and transport or any other movement whatsoever 
of small arms and light weapons, ammunition and other related materials from or through the territory of a 
State; 
10. NON-STATE ACTORS: Such as any actor other than State Actors, mercenaries, armed militias, armed rebel 
groups and private security companies. 
11. SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS 
In this Convention this shall be deemed to include ammunition and other related materials. 
 
Article 2: Objectives 
The objectives of this Convention are: 
1. To prevent and combat the excessive and destabilising accumulation of small arms and light weapons within 
ECOWAS; 
2. To continue the efforts for the control of small arms and light weapons within ECOWAS; 
3. To consolidate the gains of the Declaration of the Moratorium on the importation, exportation and 
manufacture of small arms and its Code of Conduct. 
4. To promote trust between the Member States through concerted and transparent action on the control of 
small arms and light weapons within ECOWAS; 
5. To build institutional and operational capacities of the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat and the Member States 
in the efforts to curb the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, their ammunitions and other related 
materials; 
6. To promote the exchange of information and cooperation among the Member States. 
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CHAPTER II- TRANSFER OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS 
 
Article 3: Prohibition of transfer of small arms and light weapons 
1. Member States shall ban the transfer of small arms and light weapons and their manufacturing materials into 
their national territory or from/ through their national territory. 
2. Member State shall ban, without exception, transfers of small arms and light weapons to NonςState Actors 
that are not explicitly authorised by the importing Member. 
3. Small arms and light weapons as defined in this Convention shall not be deemed to be goods for the purpose 
of Article 45 of ECOWAS Revised Treaty of 1993 
 
Article 4: Conditions of Exemption 
1. A Member State can request exemption from the provisions of Article 3 (b) in order to meet legitimate 
national defense and security needs, or to participate in peace support or other operations in accordance with 
the decisions of the United Nations, African Union, ECOWAS, or other regional or sub-regional body of which it is 
a member. 
2. For the purpose of paragraph 1 of this article, Member States shall establish and maintain an effective system 
of export and import licensing or authorisation, as well as of measures on international transit, for the transfer 
of small arms and light weapons. 
4. Each Member State shall take such measures as may be necessary to ensure that licensing or authorisation 
procedures are secure and that the authenticity of licensing or authorisation of the documents can be verified 
and validated. 
 
Article 5: Procedures for Exemption 
1. The request for exemption for an arms transfer is transmitted for examination to the ECOWAS Executive 
Secretariat and must contain information on: 
a) Details of the arms to be transferred- the quantity, exact type and kind of arms using ECOWAS classification 
system, including all serial numbers and other marks; 
b) Details of the supplier ς full details (name of company and representative, address, and full contact details) of 
all companies and individuals involved, including brokers where relevant; 
c) Details of the supply process ς the number and period of shipments, the routes including transit locations, the 
type of transport to be used, all companies involved in importing, freight forwarding and handling, details of the 
storage and management of the weapons whilst being transferred, the time period covered by the activity for 
which the exemption is requested; 
d) Details of the final end user ς name of individual/company/institution and representative responsible, 
confirmation from relevant national authority that the end user is authorised to import weapons; 
e) Details of the end use. 
2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall apply the criteria for Article 6 of this Convention for exemption 
requests as well as those of paragraph (a) of this Article. Reasoned opinion of the ECOWAS Executive Secretary 
shall be sent confidentially to the Member State in order to confirm or refuse the opinion given. 
The final decision of Member States shall be taken by consensus. In the absence of a consensus, the exemption 
request as well as the reasoned opinion of the Executive Secretary shall be submitted for a final decision to the 
ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council. 
3. The granting of an exemption shall be transmitted to the Member State concerned by the ECOWAS Executive 
Secretary through the issuing of an exemption certificate. The exemption certificate once issued must 
accompany the request for an export licence as well as the End-User-Certificate. 
4. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall forward to the Member States information on exemptions and refusals 
granted within 90 days. The Executive Secretary shall also compile and publish a comprehensive annual report 
detailing all international arms transfers granted exemptions, and a list of refusals. 
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Article 6: Cases for Refusal of Exemptions for Transfers 
1. A transfer shall not be authorised if: 
a) Authorisation on export, import, transit, transhipment or brokering considered as donation has not been 
provided by all States directlyconcerned with the transfer; 
b) All the required information has not been supplied to the ECOWAS Executive Secretary; 
c) The arms have not been marked according to requirements under this Convention. 
2. A transfer shall not be authorised if its authorisation violates obligations of the requesting Sates as well as 
those of Member States, under international law including: 
a) Obligations under the Charter of the United Nations ς including: 
i. Binding resolutions of the United Nations Security Council such as those imposing arms embargoes; 
ii. The prohibition on the use or threat of use of force; 
iii. The prohibition on intervention in the internal affairs of another State. 
b) Universally accepted principles of international humanitarian law. 
c) Any other treaty or decision by which the Member States are bound, including: 
i. binding decisions, including embargoes, adopted by relevant international, multilateral, regional and sub-
regional bodies, such as the African Union Peace and Security Council, to which a State is party; 
ii) Prohibitions of arms transfers that arise in particular treaties which a State is party to, such as OTTAWA 
Convention on Antipersonnel Mines, the 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons and its Protocols. 
3. A transfer shall not be authorised if the arms are destined to be used: 
a) for the violation of international humanitarian law or infringement of ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
freedoms, or for the purpose of oppression; 
b) for the commission of serious violations of international humanitarian law, genocide or crimes against 
humanity; 
c) to worsen the internal situation in the country of final destination, in terms of provoking or prolonging armed 
conflicts, or aggravating existing tensions; 
d) to carry out terrorist acts or support or encourage terrorism; 
e) other than for the legitimate defense and security needs of the beneficiary country; 
4. A transfer shall not be authorised if it is destined to: 
a) be used for or to facilitate the commission of violent or organized crime; 
b) adversely affect regional security; endanger peace, contribute to destabilising or uncontrolled accumulations 
of arms or military capabilities into a region, or otherwise contribute to regional instability; 
c) hinder or obstruct sustainable development and unduly divert human and economic resources to armaments 
of the states involved in the transfer; 
d) involve corrupt practices at any stage ς from the supplier, through any middlemen or brokers, to the 
recipient; 
5. A transfer shall not be authorised if it is likely to be diverted, within the transit or importing country or be re-
exported, to unauthorized uses or users or into the illicit trade; 
6. The Executive Secretary and all Member States shall provide elements of proof to apply the criteria 
enunciated in paragraphs a, b, c, d and e of the present article and to indicate the refusal of exemption request 
made by a Member State. 
 
CHAPTER III- MANUFACTURE OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS 
 
ARTICLE 7: Control of the Manufacture of Small Arms and Light Weapons 
1. Member States shall undertake to control the manufacture of small arms and light weapons within their 
national territories; 
2. Each Member State shall regulate the activities of local small arms and light weapons manufacturers and shall 
undertake to adopt strategies and policies to the reduction and/or limitation of the manufacture of small arms 
and light weapons so as to control the local manufacture as well as their marketing in ECOWAS region. 
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3. Member States shall undertake to draft an exhaustive list of local manufacturers of small arms and light 
weapons and the registration of each of them into the national arms registers; 
4. Where production and/or assembly capacities of small arms and light weapons exist within the ECOWAS 
region, Member States shall submit to the Executive Secretary. This data shall include the type of the arms and 
their quantity on their annual production. 
ARTICLE 8: Measures of Control for Small Arms and Light Weapons Manufacture 
Without prejudice to the other measures that Member States will undertake to ensure the effective control of 
the manufacturing of smalls arms and light weapons on their national territory, a request for the manufacture of 
small arms and light weapons will not be granted if the requesting person has not given information relating to : 
a) Details of the arms to be manufactured ς the quantity, exact type and kind of arms using ECOWAS 
classification system, including all serial numbers and other markings; 
b) The procedure for marking; the procedure for entering details of each small arm and light weapon into the 
national small arms and light weapons register; information on the storage and management of the weapons 
after manufacture. 
 
 
CHAPTER IV- TRANSPARENCY AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
 
Article 9: National Database and Registers of Small Arms and Light Weapons 
1. Member States shall establish where they do not exist already, national computerised registers and database 
of small arms and light weapons. 
2. The following information shall be recorded in the national registry: 
a) Description of the product (type or model, calibre) and quantity (if it concerns a batch); 
b) the content of the marking; 
c) the names and addresses of the former and current owners and, when possible, successive owners; 
d) the date of registration; 
e) information concerning each transaction including: 
i. the name and address of the shipper, the intermediary (where applicable), the consignee and the user 
indicated on the end-user certificate; 
ii. the point of departure, transit and destination, as well as the customs references and the dates of departure, 
transit and delivery to the end-user. 
iii. the export, transit and import licence (quantities and batches corresponding to the same licence as well as 
the validity of the license); 
iv. full details concerning the method of transport and transporter(s); 
v. the controlling agency or agencies (at point of departure, transit and entry); 
vi. the nature of the transaction (commercial, non-commercial, private or public, conversion, repair); 
vii. where applicable, the insurer and/or the financial institution intervening in the transaction. 
3. Records shall be permanently kept in the register. 
 
Article 10: ECOWAS Small Arms and Light Weapons Database and Registers 
1. Member States undertake to establish a sub-regional database and register of small arms and light weapons 
under the ECOWAS Executive Secretary as a way of promoting confidence. 
2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretariat shall develop in collaboration with the Member States the procedures for 
the setting up and management of the database and register as well as the issues to be covered. 
3. The Member States shall provide the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat with all the necessary information for the 
operation of the sub-regional database and register of small arms and light weapons. Member States also 
undertake to transmit an annual report to the ECOWAS Executive Secretary detailing their orders or purchase of 
small arms and light weapons. 
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4. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall present an annual report on the workings of the sub-regional database 
and register of small arms and light weapons at the Summit of Heads of State and Government. 
5. Records shall be kept in the register permanently. 
 
Article 11: Register of Arms for Peace Operations 
1. Member States undertake to: 
a) Establish a register of small arms and light weapons, their ammunition and other related material destined for 
use in peacekeeping operations both inside and outside the ECOWAS territory under the ECOWAS Executive 
Secretary as a way of ensuring the control of movements of small arms and light weapons and their effective 
withdrawal at the end of peace operations in which Member States are participating. 
b) Declare in this regard to the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat all small arms and light weapons used in peace 
operations. 
c) Declare to the ECOWAS Executive Secretary all the small arms and light weapons seized, collected and/or 
destroyed during peace operations on their territory and in the ECOWAS region. 
2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall take the necessary measures to ensure the adequate recording of the 
information transmitted by the Member States participating to peace operations. 
3. Records shall be permanently kept in the register. 
 
Article 12: Dialogue with Manufacturers and Suppliers 
1. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary and each Member State shall strengthen cooperation and dialogue with 
national and international manufacturers and suppliers of arms as well as with the competent international and 
regional organisations in order to ensure their support, respect for and compliance with the spirit and the letter 
of this Convention. 
2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall take the necessary measures to take advantage of the information 
available from Member States of the Wassenaar Arrangement, the European Union and other manufacturers 
and suppliers of arms, in order to strengthen the effective implementation of this Convention. 
 
Article 13: Prevention of and the Fight against Corruption 
Member States shall institute appropriate and effective measures for cooperation between administrative 
departments concerned and law enforcement agencies to curb corruption associated with the illicit 
manufacturing of, trafficking in, illicit possession and use of small arms and light weapons. 
 
CHAPTER V- OPERATIONAL MECHANISM 
 
Article 14: Control of Possession of Small Arms and Light Weapons by Civilians 
1. Member States shall prohibit the possession, use and sale of light weapons by civilians. 
2. Member States shall regulate the possession, use and sale of small arms by civilians. 
3. Authorisations may be granted to permit individual possession of one or more small arms and their 
ammunition in line with the legislation of each Member State. Applications for such authorisations shall be 
processed by relevant national authorities. All applicants must the relevant national authority in person. The 
Executive Secretary shall develop and communicate authorisation procedures to the relevant national authority. 
4. Member States undertake to implement a strict control regime for civilian possession of the small arms. The 
authorisation procedure will involve issuing a license from the relevant national authority for each small arm 
used by a civilian. 
Member States shall not grant an authorisation if the applicant does not meet the following criteria: 
a) The required minimum age; 
b) Applicant does not have criminal record and has not been subject to morality investigation; 
c) Proof of a legitimate reason to possess, carry or use for each small arms; 
d) Proof that the prospective owner has undergone safety training and competency training including training in 
the relevant laws regarding small arms; 
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e) Proof that the weapon will be stored in a safe place and separately from its ammunition. 
5. Member States shall impose a limit on the number of weapons a licence may cover and ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ΨŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΩ 
period of at least 21 days before an authorisation is granted for the possession of each weapon. Member States 
shall include an expiration date on each licence and authorisations shall be subject to periodic review. 
Contravention of regulations concerning possession of small arms in private hands will allow the small arms to 
be seized by the authorities, the licence/authorisation revoked, and adequate sanctions including penalties 
applied. 
6. Member States shall include information regarding the civilian possession of small arms within the national 
small arm database and register established under 
Article 9 of the present Convention; 
7. Member States undertake to introduce minimum penal sanctions for the illicit possession and use of small 
arms and light weapons and the carrying of unlicensed small arms. 
 
Article 15: ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ 
1. Each Member State shall take the appropriate measures demanding that visitors wanting to import 
temporarily small arms covered by this Convention for the duration of their temporary stay in the ECOWAS 
region, prepare in advance an application including information about the purpose, type and marking of small 
arms to be imported into one of the ECOWAS territories and to declare the arms on their arrival. Such 
application shall be addressed to the relevant authorities of the Member State concerned for decision. 
2. ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall issue guidelines on the procedures to be followed and communicate them 
to the relevant authority. 
3. If the request is agreed, the competent national authorities shall issue to the visitors an entry certificate and 
ŀƴ ŜȄƛǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ departure. 
4. All certificates shall be recorded by the Member States concerned in the national small arms register referred 
to in compliance with the above mentioned Article 9. 
 
Article 16: Management and Security of Stockpiles 
1. Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure the safe and effective management, storage and 
security of their national stocks of small arms and light weapons; 
2. To this effect, Member States shall establish effective standards and procedures for stockpile management, 
storage and security. These standards and procedures shall include: 
a) appropriate site; 
b) physical security measures of storage facilities; 
c) inventory management and record keeping; 
d) staff training; 
e) security during manufacture and transportation; 
f) sanctions in case of theft or loss. 
3. Member States shall ensure that stockpiles of small arms and light weapons by manufacturers, dealers as well 
as individuals are securely stored in accordance with the appropriate standards and procedures; 
4. Member States shall undertake to regularly review, in accordance with national laws and standards, the 
storage facilities and conditions of small arms and light weapons held by their armed and security forces and 
other authorized bodies in order to identify, for disposal, surplus and obsolete stocks; 
5. The Executive Secretary shall ensure, in collaboration with Member States, that effective standards and 
procedures for stockpile management of weapons collected in the context of peace operations are duly 
observed. 
 
Article 17: Collection and Destruction of Small Arms and Light Weapons 
1. Member States shall undertake to collect and/ or destroy: 
a) the arms which are surplus to the national needs or have become obsolete; 
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b) seized weapons; 
c) unmarked weapons; 
d) illicitly held weapons; 
e) arms collected in the implementation of peace accords or programmes for the voluntary handing in of 
weapons. 
2. All weapons so collected must be registered and securely stored and or destroyed. 
3. Member States undertake to promote and/ or carry out programme of voluntary handing in of weapons. 
 
Article 18: Marking 
1. For identification purposes, all small arms and light weapons, their ammunition and other materials, 
considered as essential by the supplier, shall be assigned a unique and specific marking upon manufacture; this 
marking shall 
include the following elements: 
2. For small arms and light weapons covered under this Convention, 
ŀύ ά/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
identification of the country and year of manufacture. Information concerning the purchasŜǊΩǎ identity and the 
country of destination should also be included if known at the time of manufacture. The markings shall be 
expressed alphanumerically. They must be legible and should be featured on a maximum number of main parts 
of the weapon, and at the very least on the part designated by the manufacturer as essential as well as on one 
other important part of the arm; 
ōύ ! ά{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ the entry into force of this Convention. 
This will permit the identification of the weapons in the event that classic markings have been destroyed or 
falsified. Security markings must be undertaken on component parts that are not easily manipulated after the 
ǿŜŀǇƻƴΩǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǌender the weapon unusable; 
c) Member States that import a small arm that is not marked in accordance with the provisions outlined under 
paragraph a) and b) above shall: 
i Apply a classic marking if the weapons were manufactured before the entry into force of this Convention; 
ii Apply a classic marking and a security marking if the weapons were manufactured after the entry into force of 
this Convention; failing this, the weapons cannot be imported or must be destroyed. 
iii. If the importing country and the year of import are not known at the time of manufacture, the acronym of 
the importing State and the year of importation are marked by a competent institution in the importing country. 
3. For ammunition: 
a) The markings shall include a unique lot number, the ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ identity, as well as the country and year 
of manufacture. Information ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ should also be 
included if known at the time of manufacture. These details must feature at least once on the jacket (i.e. 
cartridge) containing the powder or liquid used in the ammunition or explosive. 
The markings shall be expressed alphanumerically. 
b) The smallest ammunition packaging shall include information outlined under 2(a). 
 
Article 19: Tracing 
1. Member States shall exchange information on illicit small arms and light weapons and on seized small arms 
and light weapons, as well as trafficking in weapons that contravene international law or the internal laws of the 
States in which the operations take place (condemnation of the person or institution implicated, sanctions, 
disposal, destruction methods, neutralisation). 
2. In the case of other small arms and light weapons, Member States shall exchange the following data on a 
regular basis: 
a) on manufacture (the marking system and techniques used, and authorized manufacturers); 
b) on transfers (exports to and/or imports from all other States, transits, information available concerning 
national legislation, existing practices and controls, authorised dealers and brokers); 
c on existing stockpiles (management, inventory, security, surplus, losses, theft, destruction). 
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3. The Executive Secretary shall receive request for exemption and shall act in accordance with Article 5 of this 
Convention. 
4. A Member State may initiate a tracing request through the ECOWAS Executive Secretary in relation to small 
arms and light weapons found within its territorial jurisdiction that it considers to be illicit. 
5. To ensure smooth and effective cooperation in tracing, requests for assistance in tracing illicit small arms or 
light weapons will contain sufficient information including, inter alia: 
a) Information describing the illicit nature of the small arm and light weapon, including the legal justification 
thereof and circumstances under which the small arm and light weapon was found; 
b) Markings, type, caliber and other relevant information; 
c) Intended use of the information being sought. 
6. Member States receiving a tracing request shall acknowledge receipt within a reasonable time frame. 
7. Member States shall provide reliable responses to tracing requests made by other Member States within one 
month from the date of receipt of the said request. 
8. In responding to a tracing request, the requested Member States shall provide all available information sought 
by the requesting Member States that is relevant for the purpose of tracing illicit small arms and light weapons. 
9. The requested Member States may seek additional information from the requesting Member States where a 
tracing request does not contain the information required in Paragraph 3 (b) above. 
 
Article 20: Brokering 
1. Member States shall register all citizens and all companies incorporated in their territory that are brokering 
small arms and light weapons, including financial agents and transportation agents on armament and shall make 
such registration a requirement for their licit operation. 
2. Member States shall ensure that all registered small arms and light weapons brokering agents obtain an 
explicit authorization for each individual transaction in which they are involved irrespective of where the 
arrangements take place. 
3. Member States shall require that all small arms and light weapons brokering license applications for 
authorisation provide full disclosure of relevant import and export licences or authorisations and associated 
relevant documents, the names and locations of all brokering and shipping agents involved in the transaction 
and the transit routes and points of the small arms and light weapons shipments. 
4. Member States shall adopt such legislative and other measures to punish and establish as a criminal offence 
the illicit brokering of small arms and light weapons. 
5. Brokering activities may be assessed under Article 1 and 6 of the present Convention. 
 
Article 21: Harmonization of Legislative Provisions 
1. Member States shall undertake to revise and update national legislation to ensure that the provisions in this 
Convention are minimum standards for small arms and light weapons control and their ammunition as well as 
other related materials. 
2. Each Member State shall adopt legislative and other necessary measures to establish as a criminal offence in 
the following cases: 
a) any activity carried out in violation of the provisions of this Convention; 
b) any activity carried out in violation of an arms embargo imposed by the United Nations, the African Union or 
ECOWAS; 
3. The Executive Secretary shall elaborate and propose to Member States guidelines for harmonization of 
legislative provisions. 
 
Article 22: Strengthening of Border Controls 
Member States, in collaboration with the ECOWAS Executive Secretary, shall: 
a) Strengthen sub-regional cooperation among defense and security forces, intelligence services, customs and 
border control officials in combating the illicit circulation of small arms and light weapons. 
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b) Enhancing the capacity of national defense and security forces, law enforcement and security agencies, 
including appropriate training in investigative procedures, border control and law enforcement techniques, and 
upgrading of equipment and resources; 
 
Article 23: Public Education and Awareness Programmes 
1. In the interest of promoting a culture of peace, Member States shall design public/community education and 
awareness programmes at local, national and regional levels in order to involve the population in the efforts to 
curb the proliferation of small arms and light weapons. 
2. Member States in this regard shall undertake to develop and/or strengthen their partnership with civil society 
organisations at local, national and regional level including women, youth and others, for better information and 
raise public awareness on the dangers of the proliferation of small arms and light weapons. 
3. Member States shall encourage civil society organisations to play a leading role in creating awareness and 
education of the population. 
 
CHAPTER VI- INSTITUITIONAL AND IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Article 24 : Member States 
1. Within the framework of the implementation of this Convention, the States Parties which have not yet done 
so, shall establish through regulation or legislation a National Commission in accordance with Article 51 of the 
Protocol on mechanisms for prevention, management, resolution of conflict and keeping peace and security and 
with the enforcement of the decision of the Conference of Heads of State and Government on December 10th, 
1999 on the establishment of National Commissions for the fight against the illicit proliferation and circulation of 
light weapons. 
2. The National Commissions shall be established according to the existing ECOWAS guidelines contained in the 
National Manual prepared by ECOWAS. 
3. Member States shall allocate a budget line to ensure effective functioning of National Commissions 
4. The Member States shall elaborate their National Action Plans on Small Arms and Light Weapons. 
5. Such action plans shall be developed through a national information gathering process involving all relevant 
national stakeholders including civil society, and the convening of a national forum of all stakeholders to 
deliberate on the elements to be included in the National Action Plan. 
 
Article 25: The ECOWAS Executive Secretary 
1. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary is responsible for supporting and supervising the application of the 
provisions of this Convention. To this end the ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall: 
a) define and carry out the policy for mobilising the necessary resources for the implementation of this 
Convention; 
b) provide the Member States with the necessary financial and technical support for the realisation of their 
activities; 
c) ensure the monitoring and implementation of this Convention; 
d) present an annual Report to the Summit of Heads of State and Government on the status of implementation 
of the Convention. 
e) if ECOWAS Executive Secretary deems it necessary, refer a specific urgent and/or serious question regarding 
the application of this Convention to the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council. 
2. The Executive Secretary shall develop a Plan of action for the implementation of this Convention and submit it 
to the appreciation of the Member States for adoption. Such a plan shall outline key activities that need to 
be implemented (such as Capacity Building, harmonization of national legislation, border control, public 
awareness raising, information exchange among National Commissions, strengthening the capacity of civil 
society, organisations, etc). 
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3. Member States shall take the necessary measures to endow the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat with the 
institutional and operational capacities appropriate to the responsibilities given to the Executive Secretary by 
this Convention. 
 
Article 26: Cooperation Within and Among States 
1. Member States undertake to promote intraς and inter-state cooperation in the implementation of this 
Convention. To this effect: 
a) The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall prepare procedures for interstate cooperation between security forces, 
the services in charge of border controls and all other services concerned, in the spirit of this Convention. 
b) The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall facilitate and seek assistance for the training of officials in intra- and 
interstate cooperation. 
 
Article 27: Complaint Procedure Concerning Violation of this Convention 
1. All concerns relating to the violation of this Convention shall be brought to the attention of the ECOWAS 
Executive Secretary who would then submit such a complaint to the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council; 
2. If the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council considers that there is a breach of the obligations under this 
convention, it shall decide on the appropriate measures to be taken such as sanctions, inquiry, study or refer the 
matter to the ECOWAS Court of Justice; 
3. This review procedure of complaints shall not mean the impossibility for a State or an individual to refer to the 
ECOWAS Court of Justice if it notes a failure in the application of this Convention. 
 
Article 28: Monitoring the Implementation of this Convention 
1. In order to ensure the monitoring of and compliance with the provisions of this Convention, the Executive 
Secretary shall appoint a Group of Independent Experts who supports him. The Group of Independent Experts 
shall submit a report to the Executive Secretary. 
2. Member States, upon the request of the Executive Secretary, shall provide the Group of Independent Experts 
with all information at their disposal on exemption request. 
3. The Group of Independent Experts may seek any other information it shall deem useful for its work in relation 
with Member States and through cooperation with Member States of the Wassenaar Arrangements, the 
European Union and suppliers of arms. 
4. Each Member State shall submit an annual report to the ECOWAS Executive Secretary on its activities related 
to small arms and light weapons as well as other matters in relation with this Convention, in accordance with the 
format of report developed by the Executive Secretary. 
5. A Conference of all Parties to the Convention shall be convened by the Depositary as soon as possible after 
the entry into force of this Convention. The Conference of Heads of State and Government of member States 
shall review the implementation of this Convention and shall have further mandates as decided by Member 
States. Other Conferences of Member States shall be held as needed. 
 
CHAPTER VII- GENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 
 
Article 29: Interpretation and Dispute Settlement 
1. Any dispute arising out of the interpretation and/or the implementation of the Convention shall be settled by 
way of negotiation or by recourse to the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council. 
2. In the absence of a negotiated settlement, the dispute shall be brought before the ECOWAS Court of Justice. 
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Article 30: Special Provisions 
The undertakings ensuing from the provisions of this Convention shall not be interpreted as being in 
contradiction to the spirit and letter of the Conventions or Accords linking a Member State with a Third State as 
long as these Conventions and Accords are not in contradiction with the spirit and letter of this Convention. 
 
Article 31: Sanctions 
Sanctions mentioned in Article 77 of the ECOWAS Revised Treaty are applicable to all Member States whom the 
ECOWAS Court of Justice would have found to be in violation of this Convention. 
 
Article 32: Final Provisions 
(a) Signature, Ratification, Accession and Entry into Force 
1. This Convention shall be open for signature to ECOWAS Member States. It shall be subject to ratification. 
2. It shall enter into force on the date of deposit of the ninth instrument of ratification. 
3. For a signatory that ratifies this Convention after the date of the deposit of the ninth instrument of 
ratification, it shall enter into force for that signatory on the date of deposit of its instrument of ratification. 
4. Any ECOWAS Member State that has not signed this Convention shall be able to accede to it. In this case, this 
Convention shall enter into force for that State upon the date of the deposit of the instrument of accession. 
b) Amendments 
1. Any amendment to this Convention proposed by a Member State shall be submitted to the ECOWAS Executive 
Secretary who shall notify the Member States. 
2. Decision on the adoption of such an amendment shall be taken by the Conference of Heads of State and 
Government by a two- thirds majority of the Member States. 
3. An amendment so adopted shall enter into force for all Member States who are party to this Convention after 
receipt by the Depository of the instrument of ratification by the majority of Member States. 
(c) Withdrawal 
1. Each Member State shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Convention if it decides that extraordinary events related to the subject-matter of this Convention, have 
jeopardised its supreme interests. 
2. Withdrawal shall be effected by a Member State giving notice, which includes a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interest, twelve months in advance to the 
Depositary. The Depository shall circulate such notice to all other Member States. 
3. During the period of twelve months referred to in the preceding paragraph, such Member State shall 
nevertheless continue to observe the provisions of this Convention. 
d) Depository Authority 
1. This Convention shall be deposited with the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS, who is hereby designated as the 
Depository of the Convention. 
2. The Depositary shall: 
a) Receive instruments of ratification; 
b) Register this Convention with the African Union, the United Nations, as well as any other organisation as may 
be decided by the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council; 
c) Transmit authentic copies of this Convention to all States in the ECOWAS region, and shall notify them of 
signatures and ratifications and accession of this Convention. 
 
IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) HAVE SIGNED THIS CONVENTION. DONE AT 
ABUJA, ON THE 14TH JUNE 2006, IN THREE ORIGINALS IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE 
LANGUAGES, ALL TEXTS, BEING 
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A. The African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance 
 
 
PREAMBLE 
We, the Member States of the African Union (AU); 
Inspired by the objectives and principles enshrined in the Constitutive Act of the African Union, particularly 
Articles 3 and 4, which emphasise the significance of good governance, popular participation, the rule of law and 
human rights; 
Recognising the contributions of the African Union and Regional Economic Communities to the promotion, 
nurturing, strengthening and consolidation of democracy and governance; 
Reaffirming our collective will to work relentlessly to deepen and consolidate the rule of law, peace, security 
and development in our countries; 
Guided by our common mission to strengthen and consolidate institutions for good governance, continental 
unity and solidarity; 
Committed to promote the universal values and principles of democracy, good governance, human rights and 
the right to development; 
Cognizant of the historical and cultural conditions in Africa; 
Seeking to entrench in the Continent a political culture of change of power based on the holding of regular, free, 
fair and transparent elections conducted by competent, independent and impartial national electoral bodies; 
Concerned about the unconstitutional changes of governments that are one of the essential causes of insecurity, 
instability and violent conflict in Africa; 
Determined to promote and strengthen good governance through the institutionalization of transparency, 
accountability and participatory democracy; 
Convinced of the need to enhance the election observation missions in the role they play, particularly as they 
are an important contributory factor to ensuring the regularity, transparency and credibility of elections; 
Desirous to enhance the relevant Declarations and Decisions of the OAU/AU (including the 1990 Declaration on 
the political and socio-economic situation in Africa and the fundamental changes taking place in the world, the 
1995 Cairo Agenda for the Re-ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ мффф !ƭƎƛŜǊǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
on Unconstitutional Changes of Government, the 2000 Lomé Declaration for an OAU Response to 
Unconstitutional Changes of Government, the 2002 OAU/AU Declaration on Principles Governing Democratic 
Elections in Africa, the 2003 Protocol Relating to the Establishment of the Peace and Security Council of the 
African Union); 
Committed to implementing Decision EX.CL/Dec.31(III) adopted in Maputo, Mozambique, in July 2003 and 
Decision EX.CL/124(V) adopted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in May 2004 respectively, by the adoption of an African 
Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance; 
 
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Chapter 1- Definitions 
Article 1 
In this Charter, unless otherwise statŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΥ ά!¦έ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ wƛƎƘǘǎΤ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ tŜŜǊ wŜǾƛŜǿ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳέ !twa ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ tŜŜǊ wŜǾƛŜǿ aŜchanism; 
ά!ǎǎŜƳōƭȅέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ IŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ ά/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ ά/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛǾŜ !Ŏǘέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛǾŜ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ ά/ƘŀǊǘŜǊέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ 
African Charter on Democracy, Elecǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΤ άaŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ .ƻŘȅέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
instruments of a State Party, responsible for organizing and supervising elections; άb9t!5έ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΤ άtŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
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!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ άwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōƭƻŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ 
ά{ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊǘȅέ ƳŜans any Member State of the African Union which has ratified or acceded to this Charter and 
deposited the instruments for ratification or accession with the Chairperson of the African Union Commission; 
ά¦ƴƛƻƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΦ 
 
Chapter 2- Objectives 
Article 2 
The objectives of this Charter are to: 
1. Promote adherence, by each State Party, to the universal values and principles of democracy and respect for 
human rights; 
2. Promote and enhance adherence to the principle of the rule of law premised upon the respect for, and the 
supremacy of, the Constitution and constitutional order in the political arrangements of the State Parties; 
3. Promote the holding of regular free and fair elections to institutionalize legitimate authority of representative 
government as well as democratic change of governments; 
4. Prohibit, reject and condemn unconstitutional change of government in any Member State as a serious threat 
to stability, peace, security and development; 
5. Promote and protect the independence of the judiciary; 
6. Nurture, support and consolidate good governance by promoting democratic culture and practice, building 
and strengthening governance institutions and inculcating political pluralism and tolerance; 
7. Encourage effective coordination and harmonization of governance policies amongst State Parties with the 
aim of promoting regional and continental integration; 
уΦ tǊƻƳƻǘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΤ 
9. Promote the fight against corruption in conformity with the provisions of the AU Convention on Preventing 
and Combating Corruption adopted in Maputo, Mozambique in July 2003; 
10. Promote the establishment of the necessary conditions to foster citizen participation, transparency, access 
to information, freedom of the press and accountability in the management of public affairs; 
11. Promote gender balance and equality in the governance and development processes; 
12. Enhance cooperation between the Union, Regional Economic Communities and the International Community 
on democracy, elections and governance; and 
13. Promote best practices in the management of elections for purposes of political stability and good 
governance. 
 
Chapter 3: Principles 
Article 3 
State Parties shall implement this Charter in accordance with the following principles: 
1. Respect for human rights and democratic principles; 
2. Access to and exercise of state power in accordance with the constitution of the State Party and the principle 
of the rule of law; 
3. Promotion of a system of government that is representative; 
4. Holding of regular, transparent, free and fair elections; 
5. Separation of powers; 
6. Promotion of gender equality in public and private institutions; 
7. Effective participation of citizens in democratic and development processes and in governance of public 
affairs; 
8. Transparency and fairness in the management of public affairs; 
9. Condemnation and rejection of acts of corruption, related offenses and impunity;  
10. Condemnation and total rejection of unconstitutional changes of government; 
11. Strengthening political pluralism and recognising the role, rights and responsibilities of legally constituted 
political parties, including opposition political parties, which should be given a status under national law. 
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Chapter 4- Democracy, Rule of Law and Human Rights 
Article 4 
1. State Parties shall commit themselves to promote democracy, the principle of the rule of law and human 
rights. 
2. State Parties shall recognize popular participation through universal suffrage as the inalienable right of the 
people. 
Article 5 
State Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure constitutional rule, particularly constitutional transfer 
of power. 
Article 6 
State Parties shall ensure that citizens enjoy fundamental freedoms and human rights taking into account their 
universality, interdependence and indivisibility. 
Article 7 
State Parties shall take all necessary measures to strengthen the Organs of the Union that are mandated to 
promote and protect human rights and to fight impunity and endow them with the necessary resources. 
Article 8 
1. State Parties shall eliminate all forms of discrimination, especially those based on political opinion, gender, 
ethnic, religious and racial grounds as well as any other form of intolerance. 
2. State Parties shall adopt legislative and administrative measures to guarantee the rights of women, ethnic 
minorities, migrants, people with disabilities, refugees and displaced persons and other marginalized and 
vulnerable social groups. 
3. State Parties shall respect ethnic, cultural and religious diversity, which contributes to strengthening 
democracy and citizen participation. 
Article 9 
State Parties undertake to design and implement social and economic policies and programmes that promote 
sustainable development and human security. 
Article 10 
1. State Parties shall entrench the principle of the supremacy of the constitution in the political organization of 
the State. 
2. State Parties shall ensure that the process of amendment or revision of their constitution reposes on national 
consensus, obtained if need be, through referendum. 
3. State Parties shall protect the right to equality before the law and equal protection by the law as a 
fundamental precondition for a just and democratic society. 
 
Chapter 5- The Culture of Democracy and Peace 
Article 11 
The State Parties undertake to develop the necessary legislative and policy frameworks to establish and 
strengthen a culture of democracy and peace. 
Article 12 
State Parties undertake to implement programmes and carry out activities designed to promote democratic 
principles and practices as well as consolidate a culture of democracy and peace. To this end, State Parties shall: 
1. Promote good governance by ensuring transparent and accountable administration. 
2. Strengthen political institutions to entrench a culture of democracy and peace. 
3. Create conducive conditions for civil society organizations to exist and operate within the law. 
4. Integrate civic education in their educational curricula and develop appropriate programmes and activities. 
Article 13 
State Parties shall take measures to ensure and maintain political and social dialogue, as well as public trust and 
transparency between political leaders and the people, in order to consolidate democracy and peace. 
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Chapter 6- Democratic Institutions 
Article 14 
1. State Parties shall strengthen and institutionalize constitutional civilian control over the armed and security 
forces to ensure the consolidation of democracy and constitutional order. 
2. State Parties shall take legislative and regulatory measures to ensure that those who attempt to remove an 
elected government through unconstitutional means are dealt with in accordance with the law. 
3. State Parties shall cooperate with each other to ensure that those who attempt to remove an elected 
government through unconstitutional means are dealt with in accordance with the law. 
Article 15 
1. State Parties shall establish public institutions that promote and support democracy and constitutional order. 
2. State Parties shall ensure that the independence or autonomy of the said institutions is guaranteed by the 
constitution. 
3. State Parties shall ensure that these institutions are accountable to competent national organs. 
4. State Parties shall provide the above-mentioned institutions with resources to perform their assigned missions 
efficiently and effectively. 
Article 16 
State Parties shall cooperate at regional and continental levels in building and consolidating democracy through 
exchange of experiences. 
 
Chapter 7- Democratic Elections 
Article 17 
State Parties re-affirm their commitment to regularly holding transparent, free and fair elections in accordance 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ 9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘΣ {ǘŀǘŜ 
Parties shall: 
1. Establish and strengthen independent and impartial national electoral bodies responsible for the management 
of elections. 
2. Establish and strengthen national mechanisms that redress election related disputes in a timely manner. 
3. Ensure fair and equitable access by contesting parties and candidates to state controlled media during 
elections. 
4. Ensure that there is a binding code of conduct governing legally recognized political stakeholders, government 
and other political actors prior, during and after elections. The code shall include a commitment by political 
stakeholders to accept the results of the election or challenge them in through exclusively legal channels. 
Article 18 
1. State Parties may request the Commission, through the Democracy and Electoral Assistance Unit and the 
Democracy and Electoral Assistance Fund, to provide advisory services or assistance for strengthening and 
developing their electoral institutions and processes. 
2. The Commission may at any time, in consultation with the State Party concerned, send special advisory 
missions to provide assistance to that State Party for strengthening its electoral institutions and processes. 
Article 19 
1. Each State Party shall inform the Commission of scheduled elections and invite it to send an electoral observer 
mission. 
2. Each State Party shall guarantee conditions of security, free access to information, non-interference, freedom 
of movement and full cooperation with the electoral observer mission. 
Article 20 
The Chairperson of the Commission shall first send an exploratory mission during the period prior to elections. 
This mission shall obtain any useful information and documentation, and brief the Chairperson, stating whether 
the necessary conditions have been established and if the environment is conducive to the holding of 
transparent, free and fair elections in conformity with the principles of the Union governing democratic 
elections. 
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Article 21 
1. The Commission shall ensure that these missions are independent and shall provide them with the necessary 
resources for that purpose. 
2. Electoral observer missions shall be conducted by appropriate and competent experts in the area of election 
monitoring, drawn from continental and national institutions such as, but not limited to, the Pan- African 
Parliament, national electoral bodies, national legislatures and eminent persons taking due cognizance of the 
principles of regional representation and gender equality. 
3. Electoral observer missions shall be conducted in an objective, impartial and transparent manner. 
4. All electoral observer missions shall present the report of their activities to the Chairperson of the Commission 
within a reasonable time. 
5. A copy of the report shall be submitted to the State Party concerned within a reasonable time. 
Article 22 
State Parties shall create a conducive environment for independent and impartial national monitoring or 
observation mechanisms. 
 
Chapter 8- Sanctions in Cases of Unconstitutional Changes of Government 
Article 23 
State Parties agree that the use of, inter alia, the following illegal means of accessing or maintaining power 
constitute an unconstitutional change of government and shall draw appropriate sanctions by the Union: 
мΦ !ƴȅ ǇǳǘǎŎƘ ƻǊ ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩ9ǘŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴt. 
2. Any intervention by mercenaries to replace a democratically elected government. 
3. Any replacement of a democratically elected government by armed dissidents or rebels. 
4. Any refusal by an incumbent government to relinquish power to the winning party or candidate after free, fair 
and regular elections; or 
5. Any amendment or revision of the constitution or legal instruments, which is an infringement on the 
principles of democratic change of government. 
Article 24 
When a situation arises in a State Party that may affect its democratic political institutional arrangements or the 
legitimate exercise of power, the Peace and Security Council shall exercise its responsibilities in order to 
maintain the constitutional order in accordance with relevant provisions of the Protocol Relating to the 
Establishment of the Peace and Security Council of the African Union, hereinafter referred to as the Protocol. 
Article 25 
1. When the Peace and Security Council observes that there has been an unconstitutional change of government 
in a State Party, and that diplomatic initiatives have failed, it shall suspend the said State Party from the exercise 
of its right to participate in the activities of the Union in accordance with the provisions of articles 30 of the 
Constitutive Act and 7 (g) of the Protocol. The suspension shall take effect immediately. 
2. However, the suspended State Party shall continue to fulfill its obligations to the Union, in particular with 
regard to those relating to respect of human rights. 
3. Notwithstanding the suspension of the State Party, the Union shall maintain diplomatic contacts and take any 
initiatives to restore democracy in that State Party. 
4. The perpetrators of unconstitutional change of government shall not be allowed to participate in elections 
held to restore the democratic order or hold any position of responsibility in political institutions of their State. 
5. Perpetrators of unconstitutional change of government may also be tried before the competent court of the 
Union. 
6. The Assembly shall impose sanctions on any Member State that is proved to have instigated or supported 
unconstitutional change of government in another state in conformity with Article 23 of the Constitutive Act. 
7. The Assembly may decide to apply other forms of sanctions on perpetrators of unconstitutional change of 
government including punitive economic measures. 
8. State Parties shall not harbour or give sanctuary to perpetrators of unconstitutional changes of government. 
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9. State Parties shall bring to justice the perpetrators of unconstitutional changes of government or take 
necessary steps to effect their extradition. 
10. State Parties shall encourage conclusion of bilateral extradition agreements as well as the adoption of legal 
instruments on extradition and mutual legal assistance. 
Article 26 
The Peace and Security Council shall lift sanctions once the situation that led to the suspension is resolved. 
 
Chapter 9- Political, Economic and Social Governance 
Article 27 
In order to advance political, economic and social governance, State Parties shall commit themselves to: 
1. Strengthening the capacity of parliaments and legally recognized political parties to perform their core 
functions; 
2. Fostering popular participation and partnership with civil society organizations; 
3. Undertaking regular reforms of the legal and justice systems; 
4. Improving public sector management; 
5. Improving efficiency and effectiveness of public services and combating corruption; 
6. Promoting the development of the private sector through, inter alia, enabling legislative and regulatory 
framework; 
7. Development and utilisation of information and communication technologies; 
8. Promoting freedom of expression, in particular freedom of the press and fostering a professional media; 
9. Harnessing the democratic values of the traditional institutions; and 
10. Preventing the spread and combating the impact of diseases such as Malaria, Tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, Ebola 
fever, and Avian Flu. 
Article 28 
State Parties shall ensure and promote strong partnerships and dialogue between government, civil society and 
private sector. 
Article 29 
1. State Parties shall recognize the crucial role of women in development and strengthening of democracy. 
2. State Parties shall create the necessary conditions for full and active participation of women in the decision-
making processes and structures at all levels as a fundamental element in the promotion and exercise of a 
democratic culture. 
3. State Parties shall take all possible measures to encourage the full and active participation of women in the 
electoral process and ensure gender parity in representation at all levels, including legislatures. 
Article 30 
State Parties shall promote citizen participation in the development process through appropriate structures. 
Article 31 
1. State Parties shall promote participation of social groups with special needs, including the Youth and people 
with disabilities, in the governance process. 
2. State Parties shall ensure systematic and comprehensive civic education in order to encourage full 
participation of social groups with special needs in democracy and development processes. 
Article 32 
State Parties shall strive to institutionalize good political governance through: 
1. Accountable, efficient and effective public administration; 
2. Strengthening the functioning and effectiveness of parliaments; 
3. An independent judiciary; 
4. Relevant reforms of public institutions including the security sector; 
5. Harmonious relationships in society including civil-military relations; 
6. Consolidating sustainable multiparty political systems; 
7. Organising regular, free and fair elections; and 
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8. Entrenching and respecting the principle of the rule of law. 
Article 33 
State Parties shall institutionalize good economic and corporate governance through, inter alia: 
1. Effective and efficient public sector management; 
2. Promoting transparency in public finance management; 
3. Preventing and combating corruption and related offences; 
4. Efficient management of public debt; 
5. Prudent and sustainable utilization of public resources; 
сΦ 9ǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΤ 
7. Poverty alleviation; 
8. Enabling legislative and regulatory framework for private sector development; 
9. Providing a conducive environment for foreign capital inflows; 
10. Developing tax policies that encourage investment; 
11. Preventing and combating crime; 
12. Elaborating and implementing economic development strategies including private-public sector 
partnerships; 
13. An efficient and effective tax system premised upon transparency and accountability. 
Article 34 
State Parties shall decentralize power to democratically elected local authorities as provided in national laws. 
Article 35 
Given the enduring and vital role of traditional authorities, particularly in rural communities, the State Parties 
shall strive to find appropriate ways and means to increase their integration and effectiveness within the larger 
democratic system. 
Article 36 
State Parties shall promote and deepen democratic governance by implementing the principles and core values 
of the NEPAD Declaration on Democracy, Political, Economic and Corporate Governance and, where applicable, 
the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM). 
Article 37 
State Parties shall pursue sustainable development and human security through achievement of NEPAD 
objectives and the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
Article 38 
1. State Parties shall promote peace, security and stability in their respective countries, regions and in the 
continent by fostering participatory political systems with well-functioning and, if need be, inclusive institutions; 
2. State Parties shall promote solidarity amongst Member States and support the conflict prevention and 
resolution initiatives that the Union may undertake in conformity with the Protocol establishing the Peace and 
Security Council. 
Article 39 
State Parties shall promote a culture of respect, compromise, consensus and tolerance as a means to mitigate 
conflicts, promote political stability and security, and to harness the creative energies of the African peoples. 
Article 40 
State Parties shall adopt and implement policies, strategies and programmes required to generate productive 
employment, mitigate the impact of diseases and alleviate poverty and eradicate extreme poverty and illiteracy. 
Article 41 
State Parties shall undertake to provide and enable access to basic social services to the people. 
Article 42 
State Parties shall implement policies and strategies to protect the environment to achieve sustainable 
development for the benefit of the present and future generations. In this regard, State Parties are encouraged 
to accede to the relevant treaties and other international legal instruments. 
Article 43 
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1. State Parties shall endeavour to provide free and compulsory basic education to all, especially girls, rural 
inhabitants, minorities, people with disabilities and other marginalized social groups. 
2. In addition, State Parties shall ensure the literacy of citizens above compulsory school age, particularly 
women, rural inhabitants, minorities, people with disabilities, and other marginalized social groups. 
 
Chapter 10- Mechanisms for Application 
Article 44 
To give effect to the commitments contained in this Charter: 
1. Individual State Party Level 
State Parties commit themselves to implement the objectives, apply the principles and respect the commitments 
enshrined in this Charter as follows: 
(a) State Parties shall initiate appropriate measures including legislative, executive and administrative actions to 
ōǊƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΤ 
(b) State Parties shall take all necessary measures in accordance with constitutional provisions and procedures to 
ensure the wider dissemination of the Charter and all relevant legislation as may be necessary for the 
implementation of its fundamental principles;  
(c) State Parties shall promote political will as a necessary condition for the attainment of the goals set forth in 
this Charter; 
(d) State Parties shall incorporate the commitments and principles of the Charter in their national policies and 
strategies. 
2. Commission Level 
A. At Continental Level 
(a) The Commission shall develop benchmarks for implementation of the commitments and principles of this 
Charter and evaluate compliance by State Parties; 
(b) The Commission shall promote the creation of favourable conditions for democratic governance in the 
African 
Continent, in particular by facilitating the harmonization of policies and laws of State Parties; 
(c) The Commission shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the Democracy and Electoral Assistance 
Unit and the Democracy and Electoral Assistance Fund provide the needed assistance and resources to State 
Parties in support of electoral processes; 
(d) The Commission shall ensure that effect is given to the decisions of the Union in regard to unconstitutional 
change of government on the Continent. 
B. At Regional Level 
The Commission shall establish a framework for cooperation with Regional Economic Communities on the 
implementation of the principles of the Charter. In this regard, it shall commit the Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs) to: 
a) Encourage Member States to ratify or adhere to this Charter. 
b) Designate focal points for coordination, evaluation and monitoring of the implementation of the 
commitments and principles enshrined in this Charter in order to ensure massive participation of stakeholders, 
particularly civil society organizations, in the process. 
Article 45 
The Commission shall: 
(a) Act as the central coordinating structure for the implementation of this Charter; 
(b) Assist State Parties in implementing the Charter; 
(c) Coordinate evaluation on implementation of the Charter with other key organs of the Union including the 
Pan-African Parliament, the Peace and Security Council, the African Human Rights Commission, the African Court 
of Justice and Human Rights, the Economic, Social and Cultural Council, the Regional Economic Communities and 
appropriate national- level structures. 
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Chapter 11- Final Clauses 
 
Article 46 
In conformity with applicable provisions of the Constitutive Act and the Protocol Relating to the Establishment of 
the Peace and Security Council of the African Union, the Assembly and the Peace and Security Council shall 
determine the appropriate measures to be imposed on any State Party that violates this Charter. 
Article 47 
1. This Charter shall be open for signature, ratification and accession by Member States of the Union in 
accordance with their respective constitutional procedures. 
2. The instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Chairperson of the Commission. 
Article 48 
This Charter shall enter into force thirty (30) days after the deposit of fifteen (15) Instruments of Ratification. 
Article 49 
1. State Parties shall submit every two years, from the date the Charter comes into force, a report to the 
Commission on the legislative or other relevant measures taken with a view to giving effect to the principles and 
commitments of the Charter; 
2. A copy of the report shall be submitted to the relevant organs of the Union for appropriate action within their 
respective mandates; 
3. The Commission shall prepare and submit to the Assembly, through the Executive Council, a synthesized 
report on the implementation of the Charter; 
4. The Assembly shall take appropriate measures aimed at addressing issues raised in the report. 
Article 50 
1. Any State Party may submit proposals for the amendment or revision of this Charter; 
2. Proposals for amendment or revision shall be submitted to the Chairperson of the Commission who shall 
transmit same to State Parties within thirty (30) days of receipt thereof; 
3. The Assembly, upon the advice of the Executive Council, shall examine these proposals at its session following 
notification, provided all State Parties have been notified at least three (3) months before the beginning of the 
session; 
4. The Assembly shall adopt amendments or revisions by consensus or failing which, by two-thirds majority; 
5. The amendments or revisions shall enter into force when approved by two-thirds majority of State Parties. 
Article 51 
1. The Chairperson of the Commission shall be the depository of this Charter; 
2. The Chairperson of the Commission shall inform all Member States of the signature, ratification, accession, 
entry into force, reservations, requests for amendments and approvals thereof; 
3. Upon entry into force of this Charter, the Chairperson of the Commission shall register it with the Secretary 
General of the United Nations in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 
Article 52 
None of the provisions of the present Charter shall affect more favourable provisions relating to democracy, 
elections and governance contained in the national legislation of State Parties or in any other regional, 
continental or international conventions or agreements applicable in these State Parties. 
Article 53 
This Charter, drawn up in four (4) original texts, in Arabic, English, French and Portuguese languages, all four (4) 
being equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Chairperson of the Commission who shall transmit certified 
copies of same to all Member States and the United Nations General Secretariat. 
 

ADOPTED BY THE EIGHTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, HELD IN ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA, 
30 JANUARY 2007 

 
*************  
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B. Protocol to the African Charter on Human ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ on 
the Rights of Women in Africa 

 
 
The States Parties to this Protocol, 
CONSIDERING that Article 66 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights provides for special protocols 
or agreements, if necessary, to supplement the provisions of the African Charter, and that the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity meeting in its Thirty-first Ordinary Session 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in June 1995, endorsed by resolution AHG/Res.240 (XXXI) the recommendation of the 
African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights to elaborate a Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa; 
CONSIDERING that Article 2 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights enshrines the principle of non-
discrimination on the grounds of race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or any other 
opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status; 
FURTHER CONSIDERING that Article 18 of the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples' Rights calls on all States Parties to eliminate every discrimination against women and to 
ensure the protection of the rights of women as stipulated in international declarations and conventions; 
NOTING that Articles 60 and 61 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights recognise regional and 
international human rights instruments and African practices consistent with international norms on human and 
peoples' rights as being important reference points for the application and interpretation of the African Charter; 
RECALLING that women's rights have been recognised and guaranteed in all international human rights 
instruments, notably the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and its Optional Protocol, the African Charter on the Rights and 
Welfare of the Child, and all other international and regional conventions and covenants relating to the rights of 
women as being inalienable, interdependent and indivisible human rights; 
NOTING that women's rights and women's essential role in development, have been reaffirmed in the United 
Nations Plans of Action on the Environment and Development in 1992, on Human Rights in 1993, on Population 
and Development in 1994 and on Social Development in 1995; 
RECALLING ALSO ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ wesolution 1325 (2000) on the role of Women in promoting 
peace and security; 
REAFFIRMING the principle of promoting gender equality as enshrined in the Constitutive Act of the African 
¦ƴƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 5eclarations, 
Resolutions and Decisions, which underline the commitment of the African States to ensure the full participation 
ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΤ 
FURTHER NOTING that the African Platform for Action and the Dakar Declaration of 1994 and the Beijing 
Platform for Action of 1995 call on all Member States of the United Nations, which have made a solemn 
commitment to implement them, to take concrete steps to give greater attention to the human rights of women 
in order to eliminate all forms of discrimination and of gender-based violence against women; 
RECOGNISING the crucial role of women in the preservation of African values based on the principles of equality, 
peace, freedom, dignity, justice, solidarity and democracy; 
BEARING IN MIND related Resolutions, Declarations, Recommendations, Decisions, Conventions and other 
Regional and Sub-Regional Instruments aimed at eliminating all forms of discrimination and at promoting 
equality between women and men; 
CONCERNED that despite the ratification of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and other 
international human rights instruments by the majority of States Parties, and their solemn commitment to 
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eliminate all forms of discrimination and harmful practices against women, women in Africa still continue to be 
victims of discrimination and harmful practices; 
FIRMLY CONVINCED that any practice that hinders or endangers the normal growth and affects the physical and 
psychological development of women and girls should be condemned and eliminated; 
DETERMINED to ensure that the rights of women are promoted, realised and protected in order to enable them 
to enjoy fully all their human rights; 
 
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Article 1: Definitions 
For the purpose of the present Protocol: 
a) "African Charter" means the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights; 
b) "African Commission" means the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights; 
c) "Assembly" means the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African Union; 
Řύ ά!¦έ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ 
Ŝύ ΨΨ/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛǾŜ !ŎǘΩΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛǾŜ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΤ 
f) "Discrimination against women" means any distinction, exclusion or restriction or any differential treatment 
based on sex and whose objectives or effects compromise or destroy the recognition, enjoyment or the exercise 
by women, regardless of their marital status, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in all spheres of life; 
g) "Harmful Practices" means all behaviour, attitudes and/or practices which negatively affect the fundamental 
rights of women and girls, such as their right to life, health, dignity, education and physical integrity; 
Ƙύ ΨΨb9t!5ΩΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΤ 
i) "States Parties" means the States Parties to this Protocol; 
j) "Violence against women" means all acts perpetrated against women which cause or could cause them 
physical, sexual, psychological, and economic harm, including the threat to take such acts; or to undertake the 
imposition of arbitrary restrictions on or deprivation of fundamental freedoms in private or public life in peace 
time and during situations of armed conflicts or of war; 
ƪύ ά²ƻƳŜƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ 
 
Article 2: Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
1. States Parties shall combat all forms of discrimination against women through appropriate legislative, 
institutional and other measures. In this regard they shall: 
a) include in their national constitutions and other legislative instruments, if not already done, the principle of 
equality between women and men and ensure its effective application; 
b) enact and effectively implement appropriate legislative or regulatory measures, including those prohibiting 
and curbing all forms of discrimination particularly those harmful practices which endanger the health and 
general well-being of women; 
c) integrate a gender perspective in their policy decisions, legislation, development plans, programmes and 
activities and in all other spheres of life; 
d) take corrective and positive action in those areas where discrimination against women in law and in fact 
continues to exist; 
e) support the local, national, regional and continental initiatives directed at eradicating all forms of 
discrimination against women. 
2. States Parties shall commit themselves to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of women and 
men through public education, information, education and communication strategies, with a view to achieving 
the elimination of harmful cultural and traditional practices and all other practices which are based on the idea 
of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes, or on stereotyped roles for women and men. 
 
Article 3: Right to Dignity 
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1. Every woman shall have the right to dignity inherent in a human being and to the recognition and protection 
of her human and legal rights. 
2. Every woman shall have the right to respect as a person and to the free development of her personality. 
3. States Parties shall adopt and implement appropriate measures to prohibit any exploitation or degradation of 
women. 
пΦ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ 
right to respect for her dignity and protection of women from all forms of violence, particularly 
sexual and verbal violence. 
 
Article 4: The Rights to Life, Integrity and Security of the Person 
1. Every woman shall be entitled to respect for her life and the integrity and security of her person. All forms of 
exploitation, cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment and treatment shall be prohibited. 
2. States Parties shall take appropriate and effective measures to: 
a) enact and enforce laws to prohibit all forms of violence against women including unwanted or forced sex 
whether the violence takes place in private or public; 
b) adopt such other legislative, administrative, social and economic measures as may be necessary to ensure the 
prevention, punishment and eradication of all forms of violence against women; 
c) identify the causes and consequences of violence against women and take appropriate measures to prevent 
and eliminate such violence; 
d) actively promote peace education through curricula and social communication in order to eradicate elements 
in traditional and cultural beliefs, practices and stereotypes which legitimise and exacerbate the persistence and 
tolerance of violence against women; 
e) punish the perpetrators of violence against women and implement programmes for the rehabilitation of 
women victims; 
f) establish mechanisms and accessible services for effective information, rehabilitation and reparation for 
victims of violence against women; 
g) prevent and condemn trafficking in women, prosecute the perpetrators of such trafficking and protect those 
women most at risk; 
h) prohibit all medical or scientific experiments on women without their informed consent; 
i) provide adequate budgetary and other resources for the implementation and monitoring of actions aimed at 
preventing and eradicating violence against women; 
j) ensure that, in those countries where the death penalty still exists, not to carry out death sentences on 
pregnant or nursing women; 
k) ensure that women and men enjoy equal rights in terms of access to refugee status determination procedures 
and that women refugees are accorded the full protection and benefits guaranteed under international refugee 
law, including their own identity and other documents. 
 
Article 5: Elimination of Harmful Practices 
States Parties shall prohibit and condemn all forms of harmful practices which negatively affect the human rights 
of women and which are contrary to recognised international standards. States Parties shall take all necessary 
legislative and other measures to eliminate such practices, including: 
a) creation of public awareness in all sectors of society regarding harmful practices through information, formal 
and informal education and outreach programmes; 
b) prohibition, through legislative measures backed by sanctions, of all forms of female genital mutilation, 
scarification, medicalisation and para-medicalisation of female genital mutilation and all other practices in order 
to eradicate them; 
c) provision of necessary support to victims of harmful practices through basic services such as health services, 
legal and judicial support, emotional and psychological counseling as well as vocational training to make them 
self-supporting; 
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d) protection of women who are at risk of being subjected to harmful practices or all other forms of violence, 
abuse and intolerance. 
 
Article 6: Marriage 
States Parties shall ensure that women and men enjoy equal rights and are regarded as equal partners in 
marriage. They shall enact appropriate national legislative measures to guarantee that: 
a) no marriage shall take place without the free and full consent of both parties; 
b) the minimum age of marriage for women shall be 18 years; 
c) monogamy is encouraged as the preferred form of marriage and that the rights of women in marriage and 
family, including in polygamous marital relationships are promoted 
and protected; 
d) every marriage shall be recorded in writing and registered in accordance with national laws, in order to be 
legally recognised; 
e) the husband and wife shall, by mutual agreement, choose their matrimonial regime and place of residence; 
f) a married woman shall have the right to retain her maiden name, to use it as she pleases, jointly or separately 
with her husband's surname; 
g) a woman shall have the right to retain her nationality or to acquire the nationality of her husband; 
h) a woman and a man shall have equal rights, with respect to the nationality of their children except where this 
is contrary to a provision in national legislation or is contrary to national security interests; 
i) a woman and a man shall jointly contribute to safeguarding the interests of the family, protecting and 
educating their children; 
j) during her marriage, a woman shall have the right to acquire her own property and to administer and manage 
it freely. 
 
Article 7: Separation, Divorce and Annulment of Marriage 
States Parties shall enact appropriate legislation to ensure that women and men enjoy the same rights in case of 
separation, divorce or annulment of marriage. In this regard, they shall ensure that: 
a) separation, divorce or annulment of a marriage shall be effected by judicial order; 
b) women and men shall have the same rights to seek separation, divorce or annulment of a marriage; 
c) in case of separation, divorce or annulment of marriage, women and men shall have reciprocal rights and 
responsibilities towards their children. In any case, the interests of the children shall be given paramount 
importance; 
d) in case of separation, divorce or annulment of marriage, women and men shall have the right to an equitable 
sharing of the joint property deriving from the marriage. 
 
Article 8: Access to Justice and Equal Protection before the Law 
Women and men are equal before the law and shall have the right to equal protection and benefit of the law. 
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure: 
a) effective access by women to judicial and legal services, including legal aid; 
b) support to local, national, regional and continental initiatives directed at providing women access to legal 
services, including legal aid; 
c) the establishment of adequate educational and other appropriate structures with particular attention to 
women and to sensitise everyone to the rights of women; 
d) that law enforcement organs at all levels are equipped to effectively interpret and enforce gender equality 
rights; 
e) that women are represented equally in the judiciary and law enforcement organs; 
f) reform of existing discriminatory laws and practices in order to promote and protect the rights of women. 
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Article 9: Right to Participation in the Political and Decision-Making Process 
1. States Parties shall take specific positive action to promote participative governance and the equal 
participation of women in the political life of their countries through affirmative action, enabling national 
legislation and other measures to ensure that: 
a) women participate without any discrimination in all elections; 
b) women are represented equally at all levels with men in all electoral processes; 
c) women are equal partners with men at all levels of development and implementation of State policies and 
development programmes. 
2. States Parties shall ensure increased and effective representation and participation of women at all levels of 
decision-making. 
 
Article 10: Right to Peace 
1. Women have the right to a peaceful existence and the right to participate in the promotion and maintenance 
of peace. 
2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the increased participation of women: 
a) in programmes of education for peace and a culture of peace; 
b) in the structures and processes for conflict prevention, management and resolution at local, national, 
regional, continental and international levels; 
c) in the local, national, regional, continental and international decision making structures to ensure physical, 
psychological, social and legal protection of asylum seekers, refugees, returnees and displaced persons, in 
particular women; 
d) in all levels of the structures established for the management of camps and settlements for asylum seekers, 
refugees, returnees and displaced persons, in particular, women; 
e) in all aspects of planning, formulation and implementation of post-conflict reconstruction and rehabilitation. 
3. States Parties shall take the necessary measures to reduce military expenditure significantly in favour of 
spending on social development in general, and the promotion of women in particular. 
 
Article 11: Protection of Women in Armed Conflicts 
1. States Parties undertake to respect and ensure respect for the rules of international humanitarian law 
applicable in armed conflict situations, which affect the population, particularly women. 
2. States Parties shall, in accordance with the obligations incumbent upon them under international 
humanitarian law, protect civilians including women, irrespective of the population to which they belong, in the 
event of armed conflict. 
3. States Parties undertake to protect asylum seeking women, refugees, returnees and internally displaced 
persons, against all forms of violence, rape and other forms of sexual exploitation, and to ensure that such acts 
are considered war crimes, genocide and/or crimes against humanity and that their perpetrators are brought to 
justice before a competent criminal jurisdiction. 
4. States Parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure that no child, especially girls under 18 years of age, 
take a direct part in hostilities and that no child is recruited as a soldier. 
 
Article 12: Right to Education and Training 
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to: 
a) eliminate all forms of discrimination against women and guarantee equal opportunity and access in the 
sphere of education and training; 
b) eliminate all stereotypes in textbooks, syllabuses and the media, that perpetuate such discrimination; 
c) protect women, especially the girl-child from all forms of abuse, including sexual harassment in schools and 
other educational institutions and provide for sanctions against the perpetrators of such practices; 
d) provide access to counseling and rehabilitation services to women who suffer abuses and sexual harassment; 
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e) integrate gender sensitisation and human rights education at all levels of education curricula including teacher 
training. 
2. States Parties shall take specific positive action to: 
a) promote literacy among women; 
b) promote education and training for women at all levels and in all disciplines, particularly in the fields of 
science and technology; 
c) promote the enrolment and retention of girls in schools and other training institutions and the organisation of 
programmes for women who leave school prematurely. 
 
Article 13: Economic and Social Welfare Rights 
States Parties shall adopt and enforce legislative and other measures to guarantee women equal opportunities 
in work and career advancement and other economic opportunities. In this respect, they shall: 
a) promote equality of access to employment; 
b) promote the right to equal remuneration for jobs of equal value for women and men; 
c) ensure transparency in recruitment, promotion and dismissal of women and combat and punish sexual 
harassment in the workplace; 
d) guarantee women the freedom to choose their occupation, and protect them from exploitation by their 
employers violating and exploiting their fundamental rights as recognised and guaranteed by conventions, laws 
and regulations in force; 
e) create conditions to promote and support the occupations and economic activities of women, in particular, 
within the informal sector; 
f) establish a system of protection and social insurance for women working in the informal sector and sensitise 
them to adhere to it; 
g) introduce a minimum age for work and prohibit the employment of children below that age, and prohibit, 
combat and punish all forms of exploitation of children, 
especially the girl-child; 
h) take the necessary measures to recognise the economic value of the work of women in the home; 
i) guarantee adequate and paid pre- and post-natal maternity leave in both the private and public sectors; 
j) ensure the equal application of taxation laws to women and men; 
k) recognise and enforce the right of salaried women to the same allowances and entitlements as those granted 
to salaried men for their spouses and children; 
l) recognise that both parents bear the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of children 
and that this is a social function for which the State and the private sector have secondary responsibility; 
m) take effective legislative and administrative measures to prevent the exploitation and abuse of women in 
advertising and pornography. 
 
Article 14: Health and Reproductive Rights 
1. States Parties shall ensure that the right to health of women, including sexual and reproductive health is 
respected and promoted. 
This includes: 
a) the right to control their fertility; 
b) the right to decide whether to have children, the number of children and the spacing of children; 
c) the right to choose any method of contraception; 
d) the right to self-protection and to be protected against sexually transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS; 
e) the right to be informed on one's health status and on the health status of one's partner, particularly if 
affected with sexually transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS, in accordance with internationally recognised 
standards and best practices; 
g) the right to have family planning education. 
2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to: 
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a) provide adequate, affordable and accessible health services, including information, education and 
communication programmes to women especially those in rural areas; 
b) establish and strengthen existing pre-natal, delivery and post-natal health and nutritional services for women 
during pregnancy and while they are breast-feeding; 
c) protect the reproductive rights of women by authorizing medical abortion in cases of sexual assault, rape, 
incest, and where the continued pregnancy endangers the mental and physical health of the mother or the life 
of the mother or the foetus. 
 
Article 15: Right to Food Security 
States Parties shall ensure that women have the right to nutritious and adequate food. In this regard, they shall 
take appropriate measures to: 
a) provide women with access to clean drinking water, sources of domestic fuel, land, and the means of 
producing nutritious food; 
b) establish adequate systems of supply and storage to ensure food security. 
 
Article 16: Right to Adequate Housing 
Women shall have the right to equal access to housing and to acceptable living conditions in a healthy 
environment. To ensure this right, States Parties shall grant to women, whatever their marital 
status, access to adequate housing. 
 
Article 17: Right to Positive Cultural Context 
1. Women shall have the right to live in a positive cultural context and to participate at all levels in the 
determination of cultural policies. 
2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to enhance the participation of women in the formulation of 
cultural policies at all levels. 
 
Article 18: Right to a Healthy and Sustainable Environment 
1. Women shall have the right to live in a healthy and sustainable environment. 
2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to: 
a) ensure greater participation of women in the planning, management and preservation of the environment 
and the sustainable use of natural resources at all levels; 
b) promote research and investment in new and renewable energy sources and appropriate technologies, 
including information technologies and facilitate women's access to, and participation in their control; 
Ŏύ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ƪƴƻǿƭedge systems; 
c) regulate the management, processing, storage and disposal of domestic waste; 
d) ensure that proper standards are followed for the storage, transportation and disposal of toxic waste. 
 
Article 19: Right to Sustainable Development 
Women shall have the right to fully enjoy their right to sustainable development. In this connection, the States 
Parties shall take all appropriate measures to: 18 
a) introduce the gender perspective in the national development planning procedures; 
b) ensure participation of women at all levels in the conceptualisation, decision-making, implementation and 
evaluation of development policies and programmes; 
Ŏύ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
property; 
Řύ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ 
levels in order to provide women with a higher quality of life and reduce the level of poverty among women; 
e) take into account indicators of human development specifically relating to women in the elaboration of 
development policies and programmes; and 
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f) ensure that the negative effects of globalisation and any adverse effects of the implementation of trade and 
economic policies and programmes are reduced to the minimum for women. 
 
Article 20: Widows' Rights 
States Parties shall take appropriate legal measures to ensure that widows enjoy all human rights through the 
implementation of the following provisions: 
a) that widows are not subjected to inhuman, humiliating or degrading treatment; 
b) that a widow shall automatically become the guardian and custodian of her children, after the death of her 
husband, unless this is contrary to the interests and the welfare of the children; 
c) that a widow shall have the right to remarry, and in that event, to marry the person of her choice. 
 
Article 21: Right to Inheritance 
1. A widow shall have the right to an equitable share in the inheritance of the property of her husband. A widow 
shall have the right to continue to live in the matrimonial house. In case of remarriage, she shall retain this right 
if the house belongs to her or she has inherited it. 
2. Women and men shall have the right to inherit, in equitable shares, their parents' properties. 
 
Article 22: Special Protection of Elderly Women 
The States Parties undertake to: 
a) provide protection to elderly women and take specific measures commensurate with their physical, economic 
and social needs as well as their access to employment and professional training; 
b) ensure the right of elderly women to freedom from violence, including sexual abuse, discrimination based on 
age and the right to be treated with dignity. 
 
Article 23: Special Protection of Women with Disabilities 
The States Parties undertake to: 
a) ensure the protection of women with disabilities and take specific measures commensurate with their 
physical, economic and social needs to facilitate their access to employment, professional and vocational 
training as well as their participation in decision-making; 
b) ensure the right of women with disabilities to freedom from violence, including sexual abuse, discrimination 
based on disability and the right to be treated with dignity. 
 
Article 24: Special Protection of Women in Distress 
The States Parties undertake to: 
a) ensure the protection of poor women and women heads of families including women from marginalized 
population groups and provide an environment suitable to their condition and their special physical, economic 
and social needs; 
b) ensure the right of pregnant or nursing women or women in detention by providing them with an 
environment which is suitable to their condition and the right to be treated with dignity. 
 
Article 25: Remedies 
States Parties shall undertake to: 
a) provide for appropriate remedies to any woman whose rights or freedoms, as herein recognised, have been 
violated; 
b) ensure that such remedies are determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or 
by any other competent authority provided for by law. 
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Article 26: Implementation and Monitoring 
1. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of this Protocol at national level, and in their periodic reports 
submitted in accordance with Article 62 of the African Charter, indicate the legislative and other measures 
undertaken for the full realisation of the rights herein recognised. 
2. States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary measures and in particular shall provide budgetary and other 
resources for the full and effective implementation of the rights herein recognised. 
 
Article 27: Interpretation 
The African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights shall be seized with matters of interpretation arising from the 
application or implementation of this Protocol. 
 
Article 28: Signature, Ratification and Accession 
1. This Protocol shall be open for signature, ratification and accession by the States Parties, in accordance with 
their respective constitutional procedures. 
2. The instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Chairperson of the Commission of the 
AU. 
 
Article 29: Entry into Force 
1. This Protocol shall enter into force thirty (30) days after the deposit of the fifteenth (15) instrument of 
ratification. 
2. For each State Party that accedes to this Protocol after its coming into force, the Protocol shall come into 
force on the date of deposit of the instrument of accession. 
3. The Chairperson of the Commission of the AU shall notify all Member States of the coming into force of this 
Protocol. 
 
Article 30: Amendment and Revision 
1. Any State Party may submit proposals for the amendment or revision of this Protocol. 
2. Proposals for amendment or revision shall be submitted, in writing, to the Chairperson of the Commission of 
the AU who shall transmit the same to the States Parties within thirty (30) days of receipt thereof. 
3. The Assembly, upon advice of the African Commission, shall examine these proposals within a period of one 
(1) year following notification of States Parties, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of this article. 
4. Amendments or revision shall be adopted by the Assembly by a simple majority. 
5. The amendment shall come into force for each State Party, which has accepted it thirty (30) days after the 
Chairperson of the Commission of the AU has received notice of the acceptance. 
 
Article 31: Status of the Present Protocol 
None of the provisions of the present Protocol shall affect more favourable provisions for the realisation of the 
rights of women contained in the national legislation of States Parties or in any other regional, continental or 
international conventions, treaties or agreements applicable in these States Parties. 
 
Article 32: Transitional Provisions 
tŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ wƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ !Ŧrican Commission on 
IǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ wƛƎƘǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
implementation of this Protocol. 
 
 

Adopted by the 2nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union Maputo, 11 July 2003 
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C. The African Youth Charter 
 
 
PREAMBLE 
GUIDED ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛǾŜ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊέΣ 
GUIDED ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŜǊŜnt 
dignity and inalienable rights afforded to all members of the human family as set out in the United Nations 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the International Covenant of Civil and 
Political Rights (1976) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1976), and 
ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƻƴ IǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ όмфусύΤ 
RECALLING the resolution of the Heads of State and government during the 1999 Algiers Summit for the 
development of the Pan-African Charter; 
FULLY ATTACHED to the virtues and values of African historical tradition and civilization which form the 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΤ 
RECALLING the historic injustices imposed on Africa such as slavery, colonization, depletion of natural resources 
and taking into account the firm will of African peoples for self-determination and the economic integration of 
Africa; 
CONVINCED ǘƘŀǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ȅƻǳǘƘŦǳƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ active and full 
participation, Africans can surmount the difficulties that lie ahead; 
BEARING IN MIND the international Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (1979) and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and PŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ wƛƎƘǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ 
Women in Africa (2003) and the progress achieved in eliminating gender discrimination, but ever cognisant of 
the obstacles that still prevent girls and women from fully participating in African society; 
REAFFIRMING the need to take appropriate measures to promote and protect the rights and welfare of children 
as outlined in the Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989) and through the African Charter on the Rights and 
Welfare of the Child (1999), 
ACKNOWLEDGING the commitments already made towards the United Nations Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and inviting the partners to reaffirm their support to advance the well-being of youth; 
RECOGNISING the efforts made by States Parties and civil societies to address the economic, social, educational, 
cultural and spiritual needs of youth; 
NOTING with concern the situation of African youth, many of whom are marginalized from mainstream society 
through inequalities in income, wealth and power, unemployment and underemployment, infected and affected 
by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, living in situations of poverty and hunger, experiencing illiteracy and poor quality 
educational systems, restricted access to health services and to information, exposure to violence including 
gender violence, engaging in armed conflicts and experiencing various forms of discrimination; 
RECALLING the United Nations World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and beyond and the ten 
priority areas identified for youth (education, employment, hunger and poverty, health, environment, drug 
abuse, juvenile delinquency, leisure-time activities, girls and young women and youth participating in decision-
making), and the five additional areas (HIV/AIDS, ICT, Intergenerational dialogue,..) adopted at the 2005 UN 
General assembly; 
RECOGNISING that youth are partners, assets and a prerequisite for sustainable development and for the peace 
and prosperity of Africa with a unique contribution to make to the present and to future development; 
CONSIDERING the role that youth have played in the process of decolonisation, the struggle against apartheid 
and more recently in its efforts to encourage the development and to promote the democratic processes on the 
African Continent; 
REAFFIRMING that the continuous cultural development of Africa rests with its youth and therefore requires 
their active and enlightened participation as espoused in the Cultural Charter for Africa ; 
GUIDED ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ of 2004 
that is working towards youth empowerment and development; 
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ACKNOWLEDGING the increasing calls and the enthusiasm of youth to actively participate at local, national, 
regional and international levels to determine their own development and the advancement of society at large; 
ACKNOWLEDGING ALSO the call in Bamako (2005) by the youth organizations across Africa to empower youth 
by building their capacity, leadership, responsibilities and provide access to information such that they can take 
up their rightful place as active agents in decision-making and governance; 
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the inter-relatedness of the challenges facing youth and the need for cross-
sectoral policies and programmes that attend to the needs of youth in a holistic manner; 
CONSIDERING that the promotion and protection of the rights of youth also implies the performance of duties 
by youth as by all other actors in society; 
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the needs and aspirations of young displaced persons, refugees and youth with 
special needs; 
 
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
DEFINITIONS 
ά/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴέ shall mean the Chairperson of the African Union Commission; 
άCharterέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΤ 
ά/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ shall mean the Commission of African Union 
ά5ƛŀǎǇƻǊŀέ shall mean peoples of African descent and heritage living outside the continent, irrespective of their 
citizenship and who remain committed to contribute to the development of the continent and the building of 
the African Union (DOC.EX.CL/164(VII)) 
άaŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎέ shall mean Member States of the African Union 
άaƛƴƻǊǎέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƎŜŘ мр ǘƻ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ 
ά{ǘŀǘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎέ shall mean Member States, which have ratified or acceded to the present Charter; 
ά¦ƴƛƻƴέ shall mean the African Union 
άYouthέ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΣ youth or young people shall refer to every person between the ages of 
15 and 35 years. 
 
PART 1: RIGHTS AND DUTIES 
Article 1: Obligation of State Parties 
1. States Parties of the African Union to the present Charter shall recognize the rights, freedoms and duties 
enshrined in this Charter. 
2. State Parties shall undertake the necessary steps, in accordance with their Constitutional processes and with 
the provisions of the present Charter, to adopt such legislative or other measures that may be necessary to give 
effect to the provisions of the Charter. 
Article 2: Non-discrimination 
1. Every young person shall be entitled to the enjoyments of the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed 
in this Charter irrespective of their race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status. 
2. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that youth are protected against all forms of 
discrimination on the basis of status, activities, expressed opinions or beliefs. 
3. State Parties shall recognize the rights of Young people from ethnic, religious and linguistic marginalized 
groups or youth of indigenous origin, to enjoy their own culture, freely practice their own religion or to use their 
own language in community with other members of their group. 
Article 3: Freedom of Movement 
1. Every young person has the right to leave any country, including his/her own, and to return to his/her country. 
Article 4: Freedom of Expression 
1. Every young person shall be assured the right to express his or her ideas and opinions freely in all matters and 
to disseminate his or her ideas and opinions subject to the restrictions as are prescribed by laws. 
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2. Every young person shall have the freedom to seek, receive and disseminate information and ideas of all 
ƪƛƴŘǎΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ 
subject to the restrictions as are prescribed by laws. 
Article 5: Freedom of Association 
1. Every young person shall have the right to free association and freedom of peaceful assembly in conformity 
with the law. 
2. Young people shall not be compelled to belong to an association. 
Article 6: Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion 
Every young person shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 
Article 7: Protection of Private Life 
No young person shall be subject to the arbitrary or unlawful interference with his/her privacy, residence or 
correspondence, or to attacks upon his/her honour or reputation. 
Article 8: Protection of the Family 
1. The family, as the most basic social institution, shall enjoy the full protection and support of States Parties for 
its establishment and development noting that the structure and form of families varies in different social and 
cultural contexts. 
2. Young men and women of full age who enter into marriage shall do so based on their free consent and shall 
enjoy equal rights and responsibilities. 
Article 9: Property 
1. Every young person shall have the right to own and to inherit property. 
2. States Parties shall ensure that young men and young women enjoy equal rights to own property. 
3. States Parties shall ensure that youth are not arbitrarily deprived of their property including inherited 
property. 
Article 10: Development 
1. Every young person shall have the right to social, economic, political and cultural development with due 
regard to their freedom and identity and in equal enjoyment of the common heritage of mankind. 
2. States Parties shall encourage youth organizations to lead youth programmes and to ensure the exercise of 
the right to development. 
3. States Parties shall: 
a) Encourage the media to disseminate information that will be of economic, political, social and cultural benefit 
to youth; 
b) Promote the development of youth media for the dissemination of information to young people; 
c) Encourage international co-operation in the production, exchange and dissemination of information from 
both national and international sources that are of economic, social and cultural value to youth; 
d) Provide access to information and education and training for young people to learn their rights and 
responsibilities, to be schooled in democratic processes, citizenship, decision-making, governance and leadership 
such that they develop the technical skills and confidence to participate in these processes; 
Article 11: Youth Participation 
1. Every young person shall have the right to participate in all spheres of society. 
2. States Parties shall take the following measures to promote active youth participation in society: They shall: 
a) Guarantee the participation of youth in parliament and other decision making bodies in accordance with the 
prescribed laws; 
b) Facilitate the creation or strengthening of platforms for youth participation in decision-making at local, 
national, regional, and continental levels of governance; 
c) Ensure equal access to young men and young women to participate in decision-making and in fulfilling civic 
duties; 
d) Give priority to policies and programmes including youth advocacy and peer-to-peer programmes for 
marginalised youth, such as out-of school and out-of-work youth, to offer them the opportunity and motivation 
to re-integrate into mainstream society; 
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e) Provide access to information such that young people become aware of their rights and of opportunities to 
participate in decision-making and civic life; 
f) Institute measures to professionalize youth work and introduce relevant training programmes in higher 
education and other such training institutions; 
g) Provide technical and financial support to build the institutional capacity of youth organisations; 
h) Institute policy and programmes of youth voluntarism at local, national, regional and international levels as an 
important form of youth participation and as a means of peer-to-peer training. 
i) Provide access to information and services that will empower youth to become aware of their rights and 
responsibilities, 
j) Include youth representatives as part of delegations to ordinary sessions and other relevant meetings to 
broaden channels of communication and enhance the discussion of youth related issues. 
Article 12: National Youth Policy 
1. Every State Parties shall develop a comprehensive and coherent national youth policy. 
a) The policy shall be cross-sectoral in nature considering the interrelatedness of the challenges facing young 
people; 
b) The development of a national youth policy shall be informed by extensive consultation with young people 
and cater for their active participation in decision-making at all levels of governance in issues concerning youth 
and society as a whole; 
c) A youth perspective shall be integrated and mainstreamed into all planning and decision-making as well as 
programme development. The appointment of youth focal points in government structures shall enable this 
process; 
d) Mechanisms to address these youth challenges shall be framed within the national development framework 
of the country; 
e) The policy shall provide guidelines on the definition of youth adopted and specify subgroups that shall be 
targeted for development; 
f) The policy shall advocate equal opportunities for young men and for young women; 
g) A baseline evaluation or situation analysis shall inform the policy on the priority issues for youth development; 
h) The policy shall be adopted by parliament and enacted into law; 
i) A national youth coordinating mechanism shall be set up and shall provide a platform as well as serve as a 
linking agent for youth organisations to participate in youth policy development as well as the implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of related programmes; 
j) National programmes of action shall be developed that are time bound and that are connected to an 
implementation and evaluation strategy for which indicators shall be outlined; 
k) Such a programme of action shall be accompanied by adequate and sustained budgetary allocation. 
Article 13: Education and Skills Development 
1. Every young person shall have the right to education of good quality. 
2. The value of multiple forms of education, including formal, non-formal, informal, distance learning and life-
long learning, to meet the diverse needs of young people shall be embraced. 
3. The education of young people shall be directed to: 
ŀύ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
to their full potential; 
b) Fostering respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms as set out in the provisions of the various 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΤ 
c) Preparing young people for responsible lives in free societies that promote peace, understanding, tolerance, 
dialogue, mutual respect and friendship among all nations and across all groupings of people; 
d) The preservation and strengthening of positive African morals, traditional values and cultures and the 
development of national and African identity and pride; 
e) The development of respect for the environment and natural resources; 
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f) The development of life skills to function effectively in society and include issues such as HIV/AIDS, 
reproductive health, substance abuse prevention and cultural practices that are harmful to the health of young 
girls and women as part of the education curricula; 
4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving full realisation of this right and 
shall, in particular: 
a) Provide free and compulsory basic education and take steps to minimise the indirect costs of education; 
b) Make all forms of secondary education more readily available and accessible by all possible means including 
progressively free; 
c) Take steps to encourage regular school attendance and reduce drop-out rates; 
d) Strengthen participation in and the quality of training in science and technology; 
e) Revitalise vocational education and training relevant to current and prospective employment opportunities 
and expand access by developing centres in rural and remote areas; 
f) Make higher education equally accessible to all including establishing distance learning centres of excellence; 
g) Avail multiple access points for education and skills development including opportunities outside of 
mainstream educational institutions e.g., workplace skills development, distance learning, adult literacy and 
national youth service programmes; 
h) Ensure, where applicable, that girls and young women who become pregnant or married before completing 
their education shall have the opportunity to continue their education; 
i) Allocate resources to upgrade the quality of education delivered and ensure that it is relevant to the needs of 
contemporary society and engenders critical thinking rather than rote learning; 
j) Adopt pedagogy that incorporates the benefits of and trains young people in the use of modern information 
and communication technology such that youth are better prepared for the world of work; 
k) Encourage youth participation in community work as part of education to build a sense of civic duty; 
l) Introduce scholarship and bursary programmes to encourage entry into post-primary school education and 
into higher education outstanding youth from disadvantaged communities, especially young girls; 
m) Establish and encourage participation of all young men and young women in sport, cultural and recreational 
activities as part of holistic development; 
n) Promote culturally appropriate, age specific sexuality and responsible parenthood education; 
o) Promote the equivalence of degrees between African educational institutions to enable the youth to study 
and work in State Parties; 
p) Adopt preferential recruitment policies for African youth with specialised skills amongst States Parties. 
5. Youth are determined to transform the continent in the fields of science and technology. Therefore they are 
committed to: 
a) Promoting and using science and technology in Africa; 
b) Conducting research towards science and technology. 
6. State Parties should encourage youth to conduct research. In this regard, an African discoveries day should be 
established along with mechanism of awarding prizes at the continental level. 
7. Enterprises that are located in Africa should establish partnerships with training institutions to contribute to 
technology transfer for the benefit of African students and researchers. 
Article 14: Poverty Eradication and Socio-economic Integration of Youth 
1. States Parties shall: Recognise the right of young people to a standard of living adequate for their holistic 
development. 
2. Recognise the right of young people to be free from hunger and shall take individual or collective measures to: 
a) Enhance the attractiveness of rural areas to young people by improving access to services and facilities such 
as educational and cultural services; 
b) Train young people to take up agricultural, mineral, commercial and industrial production using contemporary 
systems and promote the benefits of modern information and communication technology to gain access to 
existing and new markets; 
c) Provide grants of land to youth and youth organisations for socioeconomic development purposes; 
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d) Facilitate access to credit to promote youth participation in agricultural and other sustainable livelihood 
projects; 
e) Facilitate the participation of young people in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 
national development plans, policies and poverty reduction strategies. 
3. Recognise the right of every young person to benefit from social security, including social insurance. 
In this regard, States Parties shall take the necessary measures to achieve the full realisation of these rights in 
accordance with their national law especially when the security of food tenure, clothing, housing and other basic 
needs are compromised. 
Article 15: Sustainable Livelihoods and Youth Employment 
1. Every young person shall have the right to gainful employment. 
2. Every young person shall have the right to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing 
work that is likely to be hazardous ǘƻ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 
3. States Parties shall address and ensure the availability of accurate data on youth employment, unemployment 
and underemployment so as to facilitate the prioritisation of the issue in National development programmes 
complemented by clear programmes to address unemployment; 
4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving full realisation of this right to 
gainful employment and shall in particular: 
a) Ensure equal access to employment and equal pay for equal work or equal value of work and offer protection 
against discrimination regardless of ethnicity, race, gender, disability, religion, political, social, cultural or 
economic background; 
b) Develop macroeconomic policies that focus on job creation particularly for youth and for young women; 
c) Develop measures to regulate the informal economy to prevent unfair labour practices where the majority of 
youth work; 
d) Foster greater linkages between the labour market and the education and training system to ensure that 
curricula are aligned to the needs of the labour market and that youth are being trained in fields where 
employment opportunities are available or are growing; 
e) Implement appropriately-timed career guidance for youth as part of the schooling and post-schooling 
education system; 
f) Promote youth entrepreneurship by including entrepreneurship training in the school curricula, providing 
access to credit, business development skills training, mentorship opportunities and better information on 
market opportunities; 
g) Institute incentive schemes for employers to invest in the skills development of employed and unemployed 
youth; 
h) Institute national youth service programmes to engender community participation and skills development for 
entry into the labour market. 
Article 16: Health 
1. Every young person shall have the right to enjoy the best attainable state of physical, mental and spiritual 
health. 
2. States Parties shall undertake to pursue the full implementation of this right and in particular shall take 
measures to: 
a) Make available equitable and ready access to medical assistance and health care especially in rural and poor 
urban areas with an emphasis on the development of primary health care;  
b) Secure the full involvement of youth in identifying their reproductive and health needs and designing 
programmes that respond to these needs with special attention to vulnerable and disadvantaged youth; 
c) Provide access to youth friendly reproductive health services including contraceptives, antenatal and post 
natal services; 
d) Institute programmes to address health pandemics in Africa such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria; 
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e) Institute comprehensive programmes to prevent the transmission of sexually transmitted infections and 
HIV/AIDS by providing education, information, communication and awareness creation as well as making 
protective measures and reproductive health services available; 
f) Expand the availability and encourage the uptake of voluntary counseling and confidential testing for 
HIV/AIDS; 
g) Provide timely access to treatment for young people infected with HIV/AIDS including prevention of mother to 
child transmission, post rape prophylaxis, and anti-retroviral therapy and creation of health services specific for 
young people; 
h) Provide food security for people living with HIV/AIDS; 
i) Institute comprehensive programmes including legislative steps to prevent unsafe abortions; 
j) Take legislative steps such as banning advertising and increasing price in addition to instituting comprehensive 
preventative and curative programmes to control the consumption of tobacco, exposure to environmental 
tobacco smoke and alcohol abuse; 
k) Raise awareness amongst youth on the dangers of drug abuse through partnerships with youth, youth 
organisations and the community; 
l) Strengthen local, national, regional and international partnerships to eradicate the demand, supply and 
trafficking of drugs including using youth to traffic drugs; 
m) Provide rehabilitation for young people abusing drugs such that they can be re-integrated into social and 
economic life; 
n) Provide technical and financial support to build the institutional capacity of youth organisations to address 
public health concerns including issues concerning youth with disabilities and young people married at an early 
age. 
Article 17: Peace and Security 
In view of the important role of youth in promoting peace and non-violence and the lasting physical and 
psychological scars that result from involvement in violence, armed conflict and war, States Parties shall: 
a) Strengthen the capacity of young people and youth organisations in peace building, conflict prevention and 
conflict resolution through the promotion of intercultural learning, civic education, tolerance, human rights 
education and democracy, mutual respect for cultural, ethnic and religious diversity, the importance of dialogue 
and cooperation, responsibility, solidarity and international cooperation; 
b) Institute mechanisms to promote a culture of peace and tolerance amongst young people that discourages 
their participation in acts of violence, terrorism, xenophobia, racial discrimination, gender-based discrimination, 
foreign occupation and trafficking in arms and drugs; 
c) Institute education to promote a culture of peace and dialogue in all schools and training centres at all levels; 
d) Condemn armed conflict and prevent the participation, involvement, recruitment and sexual slavery of young 
people in armed conflict; 
e) Take all feasible measures to protect the civilian population, including youth, who are affected and displaced 
by armed conflict; 
f) Mobilise youth for the reconstruction of areas devastated by war, bringing help to refugees and war victims 
and promoting peace, reconciliation and rehabilitation activities; 
g) Take appropriate measures to promote physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of young 
victims of armed conflict and war by providing access to education and skills development such as vocational 
training to resume social and economic life. 
Article 18: Law Enforcement 
1. Every young person accused or found guilty of having infringed the penal law shall have the right to be treated 
with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person. 
2. States Parties shall in particular: 
a) Ensure that youth who are detained or imprisoned or in rehabilitation centres are not subjected to torture, 
inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment; 
b) Ensure that accused minors shall be segregated from convicted persons and shall be subject to separate 
treatment appropriate to their status; 
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c) Build rehabilitation facilities for accused and imprisoned youth who are still minors and house them separately 
from adults; 
d) Provide induction programmes for imprisoned youth that are based on reformation, social rehabilitation and 
re-integration into family life; 
e) Make provisions for the continued education and skills development of imprisoned young people as part of 
the restorative justice process. 
f) Ensure that accused and convicted young people are entitled to a lawyer. 
Article 19: Sustainable Development and Protection of the Environment 
1. States Parties shall ensure the use of sustainable methods to improve the lives of young people such that 
measures instituted do not jeopardize opportunities for future generations. 
2. States Parties shall recognise the vested interest of young people in protecting the natural environment as the 
inheritors of the environment. In this regard, they shall: 
a) Encourage the media, youth organisations, in partnership with national and international organisations, to 
produce, exchange and disseminate information on environmental preservation and best practices to protect 
the environment; 
b) Train youth in the use of technologies that protect and conserve the environment; 
c) Support youth organisations in instituting programmes that encourage environmental preservation such as 
waste reduction, recycling and tree planting programmes; 
d) Facilitate youth participation in the design, implementation and evaluation of environmental policies 
including the conservation of African natural resources at local, national, regional and international levels; 
e) Develop realistic and flexible strategies for the regeneration of forests; 
f) Initiate intensive actions to prevent the expansion of deserts. 
Article 20: Youth and Culture 
1. States Parties shall take the following steps to promote and protect the morals and traditional values 
recognised by the community: 
a) Eliminate all traditional practices that undermine the physical integrity and dignity of women; 
b) Recognise and value beliefs and traditional practices that contribute to development; 
c) Establish institutions and programmes for the development, documentation, preservation and dissemination 
of culture; 
d) Work with educational institutions, youth organisations, the media and other partners to raise awareness of 
and teach and inform young people about African culture, values and indigenous knowledge; 
e) Harness the creativity of youth to promote local cultural values and traditions by representing them in a 
format acceptable to youth and in a language and in forms to which youth are able to relate; 
f) Introduce and intensify teaching in African languages in all forms of education as a means to accelerate 
economic, social, political and cultural development; 
g) Promote inter-cultural awareness by organising exchange programmes between young people and youth 
organisations within and across States Parties. 
2. States Parties recognise that the shift towards a knowledge-based economy is dependent on information and 
communication technology which in turn has contributed towards a dynamic youth culture and global 
consciousness. In this regard, they shall: 
a) Promote widespread access to information and communication technology as a means for education, 
employment creation, interacting effectively with the world and building understanding, tolerance and 
appreciation of other youth cultures; 
b) Encourage the local production of and access to information and communication technology content; 
c) Engage young people and youth organisations to understand the nexus between contemporary youth culture 
and traditional African culture, and enable them to express this fusion through drama, art, writing, music and 
other cultural and artistic forms; 
d) Help young people to use positive elements of globalisation such as science and technology and information 
and communication technology to promote new cultural forms that link the past to the future; 
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Article 21: Youth in the Diaspora 
States Parties shall recognise the right of young people to live anywhere in the world. In this regard, they shall: 
a) Promote the equivalence of degrees between African educational institutions to enable the youth to study 
and work in State Parties; 
b) Promote the recruitment of African youth with specialized skills, in the spirit of African solutions for African 
problems, according to national policies and priorities; 
c) Facilitate youth organisations to liaise and collaborate with the African youth Diaspora; 
d) Establish structures that encourage and assist the youth in the diaspora to return to and fully re-integrate into 
the social and economic life in Africa; 
e) Promote and protect the rights of young people living in the diaspora; 
f) Encourage young people in the diaspora to engage themselves in development activities in their country of 
origin. 
Article 22: Leisure, Recreation, Sportive and Cultural Activities 
1. Young people shall have the right to rest and leisure and to engage in play and recreational activities that are 
part of a health lifestyle as well as to participate freely in sport, physical education drama, the arts, music and 
other forms of cultural life. In this regard, States Parties shall: 
a) Make provision for equal access for young men and young women to sport, physical education, cultural, 
artistic, recreational and leisure activities; 
b) Put in place adequate infrastructure and services in rural and urban areas for youth to participate in sport, 
physical education, cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activities. 
Article 23: Girls and Young Women 
1. States Parties acknowledge the need to eliminate discrimination against girls and young women according to 
obligations stipulated in various international, regional and national human rights conventions and instruments 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ regard, they shall: 
a) Introduce legislative measures that eliminate all forms of discrimination against girls and young women and 
ensure their human rights and fundamental freedoms; 
b) Ensure that girls and young women are able to participate actively, equally and effectively with boys at all 
levels of social, educational, economic, political, cultural, civic life and leadership as well as scientific 
endeavours; 
c) Institute programmes to make girls and young women aware of their rights and of opportunities to participate 
as equal members of society; 
d) Guarantee universal and equal access to and completion of a minimum of nine years of formal education; 
e) Guarantee equal access to and completion of vocational, secondary and higher education in order to 
effectively address the existing imbalance between young men and women in certain professions; 
f) Ensure that education material and teaching practices are gender sensitive and encourage girls and young 
women to undertake studies in the sciences; 
g) Provide educational systems that do not impede girls and young women, including married and/or pregnant 
young women, from attending; 
h) Take steps to provide equal access to health care services and nutrition for girls and young women; 
i) Protect girls and young women from economic exploitation and from performing work that is hazardous, takes 
them away from education or that is harmful to their mental or physical health; 
j) Offer equal access to young women to employment and promote their participation in all sectors of 
employment; 
k) Introduce special legislation and programmes of action that make available opportunities to girls and young 
women including access to education as a prerequisite and a priority for rapid social and economic 
development; 
l) Enact and enforce legislation that protect girls and young women from all forms of violence, genital mutilation, 
incest, rape, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, trafficking, prostitution and pornography; 
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m) Develop programmes of action that provide legal, physical and psychological support to girls and young 
women who have been subjected to violence and abuse such that they can fully re-integrate into social and 
economic life; 
n) Secure the right for young women to maternity leave. 
Article 24: Mentally and Physically Challenged Youth 
1. States Parties recognise the right of mentally and physically challenged youth to special care and shall ensure 
that they have equal and effective access to education, training, health care services, employment, sport, 
physical education and cultural and recreational activities. 
2. State Parties shall work towards eliminating any obstacles that may have negative implications for the full 
integration of mentally and physically challenged youth into society including the provision of appropriate 
infrastructure and services to facilitate easy mobility. 
Article 25: Elimination of Harmful Social and Cultural Practices 
State Parties shall take all appropriate steps to eliminate harmful social and cultural practices that affect the 
welfare and dignity of youth, in particular; 
a) Customs and practices that harm the health, life or dignity of the youth; 
b) Customs and practices discriminatory to youth on the basis of gender, age or other status. 
Article 26: Responsibilities of Youth 
Every young person shall have responsibilities towards his family and society, the State, and the international 
community. Youth shall have the duty to: 
a) Become the custodians of their own development; 
b) Protect and work for family life and cohesion; 
c) Have full respect for parents and elders and assist them anytime in cases of need in the context of positive 
African values; 
d) Partake fully in citizenship duties including voting, decision making and governance; 
e) Engage in peer-to-peer education to promote youth development in areas such as literacy, use of information 
and communication technology, HIV/AIDS prevention, violence prevention and peace building; 
f) Contribute to the promotion of the economic development of States Parties and Africa by placing their 
physical and intellectual abilities at its service; 
g) Espouse an honest work ethic and reject and expose corruption; 
h) Work towards a society free from substance abuse, violence, coercion, crime, degradation, exploitation and 
intimidation; 
i) Promote tolerance, understanding, dialogue, consultation and respect for others regardless of age, race, 
ethnicity, colour, gender, ability, religion, status or political affiliation; 
j) Defend democracy, the rule of law and all human rights and fundamental freedoms; 
k) Encourage a culture of voluntarism and human rights protection as well as participation in civil society 
activities; 
l) Promote patriotism towards and unity and cohesion of Africa; 
m) Promote, preserve and respect African traditions and cultural heritage and pass on this legacy to future 
generations; 
n) Become the vanguard of re-presenting cultural heritage in languages and in forms to which youth are able to 
relate; 
o) Protect the environment and conserve nature. 
Article 27: Popularization of the Charter 
States Parties shall have the duty to promote and ensure through teaching, education and publication, the 
respect of rights, responsibilities and freedoms contained in the present Charter and to see to it that these 
freedoms, rights and responsibilities as well as corresponding obligations and duties are understood. 
Article 28: Duties of the African Union Commission The African Union Commission shall ensure that States 
Parties respect the commitments made and fulfill the duties outlined in the present Charter by; 
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a) Collaborating with governmental, non-governmental institutions and developmental partners to identify best 
practices on youth policy formulation and implementation and encouraging the adaptation of principles and 
experiences among States Parties; 
b) Inviting States Parties to include youth representatives as part of their delegations to the ordinary sessions of 
the African Union and other relevant meetings of the policy organs to broaden the channels of communication 
and enhance the discussion of youth-related issues; 
c) Instituting measures to create awareness of its activities and make information on its activities more readily 
available and accessible to youth; 
d) Facilitating exchange and co-operation between youth organizations across national borders in order to 
develop regional youth solidarity, political consciousness and democratic participation in collaboration with 
development partners. 
 
PART 2: Final Provisions 
Article 29: Savings clause 
Nothing in this Charter shall be taken as minimising higher standards and values contained in other relevant 
human rights instruments ratified by States concerned or rational law or policies. 
Article 30: Signature, Ratification or Adherence 
1. The present Charter shall be open to signature by all the Member States. The present Charter shall be subject 
to ratification or accession by Member States. The instrument of ratification or accession to the present Charter 
shall be deposited with the Chairperson of the Commission. 
2. The present Charter shall come into force thirty (30) days after the deposit with the Chairperson of the 
Commission of the instruments of ratification of fifteen (15) Member States. 
Article 31: Amendment and Revision of the Charter 
1. The present Charter may be amended or revised if any Member State makes a written request to that effect 
to the Chairperson of the Commission, provided that the proposed amendment is not submitted to the 
Assembly of the Union for consideration until all Member States have been duly notified of it. 
2. An amendment shall be approved by a simple majority of the Member States. Such amendment shall come 
into force for each Member States that has ratified or acceded to it on the date of the deposit of its instrument 
of ratification. 
 

ADOPTED BY THE SEVENTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, HELD IN BANJUL, THE GAMBIA ON 2ND 
JULY 2006 
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A. Prévention des conflits et Sécurité humaine : 
Déclaration de Saint-Boniface1 

 
adoptée le 14 mai 2006 

 
Nous, Ministres et Chefs de délégation des Etats et gouvernements ayant le français en partage, réunis à Saint-
Boniface les 13 et 14 mai 2006, dans le cadre de la Conférence ministérielle de la Francophonie sur la prévention 
des conflits et la sécurité humaine; 
Nous fondant sur les dispositions de la Charte de la Francophonie adoptée à Antananarivo en novembre 2005 
ainsi que sur les orientations définies par nos Chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement dans le Cadre stratégique 
décennal de la Francophonie, adopté lors du Sommet de Ouagadougou, en novembre 2004, et Rappelant en 
particulier les objectifs stratégiques arrêtés dans ce dernier, portant sur la consolidation de la démocratie, des 
droits de l'Homme et de l'Etat de droit, ainsi que sur la prévention des conflits et l'accompagnement des 
processus de sortie de crises, de transition démocratique et de consolidation de la paix ; 
Convaincus que, dans un monde plus que jamais interdépendant, confronté à des dangers communs et à des 
menaces transnationales, le multilatéralisme demeure le cadre privilégié de la coopération internationale ; que 
ƭŀ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄΣ ƭŜ ǊŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜ ŘŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜ Ł ƭΩŞŎƘŜƭƭŜ 
ƳƻƴŘƛŀƭŜ ǎƻƴǘ ǳƴŜ ǘŃŎƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŜ ǉǳƛ Řƻƛǘ ǎŜ ǊŞŀƭƛǎŜǊ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎƻǳǾŜǊŀƛƴŜǘŞ ŘŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎΣ ŘŜ ƭΩŞƎŀƭƛǘŞ 
ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜǎ ǇŜǳǇƭŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊ ŘǊƻƛǘ Ł ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜǊ ŘΩŜǳȄ-mêmes, et que le recours à la force est du ressort ultime 
Řǳ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭ ŘŜ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞΣ ǉǳƛ ƭΩŜȄŜǊŎŜ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ /ƘŀǊǘŜ ŘŜǎ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¦ƴƛŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ǊŝƎƭŜǎ Řǳ ŘǊƻƛǘ 
international ; 
Persuadés que l'iƴǎǘŀǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŘŜǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳƳŜ ƭΩŀŦŦŜǊƳƛǎǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ 
solidarité entre les nations, sont de nature à réduire les tensions, à prévenir les conflits et à renforcer la lutte 
contre le terrorisme ; 
Convaincus également que la ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ ǊŜǇƻǎŜ ŀǳǎǎƛ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳΣ ƭŀ 
satisfaction de ses besoins vitaux, notamment celui de vivre en paix, le respect de tous ses droits, y compris le 
droit au développement, toutes exigences conditionnées paǊ ƭΩŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŘΩǳƴ 9ǘŀǘ ŘŜ ŘǊƻƛǘ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǉǳŜ Τ  
Convaincus enfin ǉǳŜ ƭŀ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞΣ ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄΣ ƭŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜ ǘƻǳǎ ƭŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ - assortis de mécanismes de 
garantie -, la démocratie et le développement, composantes essentielles de la sécurité humaine, sont 
indissociables et constituent des objectifs liés et interdépendants ; 
Conscients de l'étape majeure que représente l'adoption de la Déclaration de Bamako de novembre 2000, pour 
l'affirmation de la Francophonie politique et l'approfondissement du dialogue et de la coopération entre nos 
Etats et gouvernements autour de l'Etat de droit, de la démocratie et des droits de l'Homme, et ; 
Reconnaissant la contribution significative de la mise en oeuvre du dispositif de Bamako aux progrès accomplis 
dans la proƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄ ŀǳ ǎŜƛƴ ŘŜ ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜΣ Řŀƴǎ ǳƴŜ ŘŞƳŀǊŎƘŜ ǘŀƴǘ ŘŜ ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜƭƭŜ ǉǳŜ ŘΩŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ǎƻǊǘƛŜǎ ŘŜ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ Τ 
Faisant nôtres les conclusions du Symposium international sur les pratiques de la démocratie, des droits et des 
ƭƛōŜǊǘŞǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜ ό.ŀƳŀƪƻ Ҍрύ ŘŜ ƴƻǾŜƳōǊŜ нллрΣ ǘŜƭƭŜǎ ǉǳΩŜȄǇǊƛƳŞŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩ!ŎǘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǉǳƛ ŀ 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŞ ƭΩŀŘƘŞǎƛƻƴ ǳƴŀƴƛƳŜ ŀǳȄ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ŝǘ ŀǳ ƳŞŎŀƴƛǎƳŜ ŘŜ ǎǳƛǾƛ ŎƻƴǎƛƎƴŞǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ 5ŞŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ 
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Bamako, ainsi que la portée de celle-Ŏƛ ŎƻƳƳŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƴƻǊƳŀǘƛŦ Ŝǘ ŘΩŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄΣ ǎƻǳǎ 
ƭΩƛƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ Řǳ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀƛǊŜ ƎŞƴŞǊŀƭΣ Ŝǘ ǉǳƛ ŀ ƛƴǾƛǘŞ ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ Ł ŀŎŎǊƻƞǘǊŜ ǎŜǎ 
efforts en faveur de la prévention des conflits, grâce à lΩŀƭŜǊǘŜ ǇǊŞŎƻŎŜ Ŝǘ Ł ƭŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŜ ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳΩŁ 
renforcer son interaction avec les Etats et gouvernements membres ; 
Rappelant ƭŜǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƻǳǎŎǊƛǘǎ ǇŀǊ ƴƻǎ ŎƘŜŦǎ ŘΩ9ǘŀǘ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƭƻǊǎ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊǎ /ƻƴŦŞǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǳ 
Sommet, notamment dans les Déclarations de Moncton (1999) et de Beyrouth (2002), en lien avec la prévention 
des conflits, la paix et la sécurité internationales; 
Rappelant en particulier le rôle précurseur joué par la Francophonie dans la Déclaration de Ouagadougou (2004) 
sur la responsabilité de protéger et notamment en ce qui concerne celle des Etats de protéger les populations 
ǎǳǊ ƭŜǳǊǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻƛǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŀōƛƭƛǘŞ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀǳǘŞ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜΣ ƭƻǊǎǉǳΩǳƴ 9ǘŀǘ ƴΩŜǎǘ Ǉŀǎ Ŝƴ ƳŜǎǳǊŜ ƻǳ 
ƴΩŜǎǘ Ǉŀǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŞ Ł ŜȄŜǊŎŜǊ ŎŜǘǘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŀōƛƭƛǘŞΣ ŘŜ ǊŞŀƎƛǊΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎŀŘǊŜ ŘΩǳƴ ƳŀƴŘŀǘ Řǳ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭ ŘŜ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ ŘŜǎ 
Nations Unies et sous son égide, pour protéger les populations victimes de violations massives des droits de 
ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Ŝǘ Řǳ ŘǊƻƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀƛǊŜΤ 
Prenant acte avec satisfaction de la reconnaissance unanime par les membres de l'Organisation des Nations 
¦ƴƛŜǎ ŀǳ ǘƛǘǊŜ ŘŜǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǎ ŀƭƛƴŞŀǎ моу Ŝǘ моф Řǳ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Řǳ {ƻƳƳŜǘ ƳƻƴŘƛŀƭ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŜǎǘ ǘŜƴǳ Ł 
New York en septembre 2005, du principe de la responsabilité de protéger les populations contre le génocide, 
ƭŜǎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŘŜ ƎǳŜǊǊŜΣ ƭΩŞǇǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǘƘƴƛǉǳŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƭϥƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŞΤ 
Prenant acte, à cet égard, de la Résolution 1674 du Conseil de sécurité concernant le renforcement des efforts 
de protection des civils, en période de conflit armé, particulièrement les femmes et les enfants, ainsi que la 
responsabilité et le rôle d'accompagnement de la communauté internationale ; 
Prenant acte également ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ Řǳ ƳşƳŜ {ƻƳƳŜǘΣ ŀǇǇŜƭŀƴǘ Ł ƭΩƛƴǎǘŀǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳƴ ƻǊŘǊŜ ƛƴǘŜrnational 
Ǉƭǳǎ ƧǳǎǘŜΣ ŦƻƴŘŞ ǎǳǊ ƭŜ ŎŀǊŀŎǘŝǊŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜƭΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛǎƛōƭŜ Ŝǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŘŞǇŜƴŘŀƴǘ ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜΣ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ Ŝǘ 
Řǳ ŘŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘΣ Ŝǘ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ǘƻǳǘ şǘǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƛƴ ŘŜ ǾƛǾǊŜ Ł ƭΩŀōǊƛ Řǳ ōŜǎƻƛƴΣ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇŜǳǊ Ŝǘ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ŘƛƎƴƛǘŞ Τ  
et Rappelant ǉǳΩŁ ŎŜǘǘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ ƭŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ ǎŜ ǎƻƴǘ ŜƴƎŀƎŞǎ Ł ŘŞŦƛƴƛǊ ƭŀ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ ƘǳƳŀƛƴŜ Ł ƭΩ!ǎǎŜƳōƭŞŜ 
générale des Nations Unies ; 
Déterminés à concrétiser l'ambition d'une Francophonie qui, au cours de la décennie 2005-2014, entend 
valoriser son approche et ses acquis au service de la prévention et du règlement des conflits, tout en 
accompagnant résolument les efforts de la communauté internationale visant à construire un système 
international plus efficace, rénové dans ses structures, ses mécanismes et ses normes ; 
 
1. Réitérons notre attachement à un système multilatéral actif, efficace et imprégné des valeurs démocratiques, 
ŦƻƴŘŞ ǎǳǊ ƭŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴǘŞƎǊƛǘŞ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭŜΣ ƭΩƛƴŘŞǇŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜΣ ƭŀ ǎƻǳǾŜǊŀƛƴŜǘŞ ŘŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ Ŝǘ ƭŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŜ 
de non ingérence dans les affaires intérieures, et favorisant le règlement pacifique des différends et la 
ǊŜƴƻƴŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǳ ǊŜŎƻǳǊǎ Ł ƭŀ ƳŜƴŀŎŜ ƻǳ Ł ƭΩŜƳǇƭƻƛ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŦƻǊŎŜ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎΣ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŞƳŜƴǘ 
au droit international ; Soutenons avec intérêt, dans ce contexte, les réflexions à venir aux Nations Unies visant 
ƭΩŞǘŀōƭƛǎǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜǳǊǎ Řǳ ǊŜŎƻǳǊǎ Ł ƭŀ ŦƻǊŎŜ Τ 
2. Soulignons la responsabilité qui incombe à chaque État de protéger les civils sur son territoire ou sur un 
ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻƛǊŜ ǉǳΩƛƭ Ŏƻƴtrôle ; Réaffirmons que cette responsabilité exige la protection des populations contre le 
ƎŞƴƻŎƛŘŜΣ ƭŜǎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŘŜ ƎǳŜǊǊŜΣ ƭΩŞǇǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǘƘƴƛǉǳŜΣ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƭΩƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŞΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ ǇƻǳǊǎǳƛǘŜ Ŝƴ 
justice des auteurs de tels actes ; Confirmons la coopération pleine et entière de la Francophonie à l'égard de 
ǎŜǎ ƳŜƳōǊŜǎ ǉǳƛ ƭŜ ǎƻǳƘŀƛǘŜƴǘΣ ǇƻǳǊ ǉǳΩƛƭǎ ǎΩŀŎǉǳƛǘǘŜƴǘ ŘŜ ŎŜǘǘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŀōƛƭƛǘŞΤ 
3. Soulignons la responsabilité de la communauté internationale de réagir d'une façon opportune et décisive, et 
en conformité avec la légalité internationale, les principes de la Charte des Nations Unies et les prérogatives 
ŘŞǾƻƭǳŜǎ ŀǳ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭ ŘŜ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ ǇƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǘŞƎŜǊ ƭŜǎ ŎƛǾƛƭǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƭŜ ƎŞƴƻŎƛŘŜΣ ƭŜǎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŘŜ ƎǳŜǊǊŜΣ ƭΩŞǇǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŜǘƘƴƛǉǳŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƭΩƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŞΣ ŀǳ Ŏŀǎ ƻǴ ƭŜǎ ƳƻȅŜƴǎ ǇŀŎƛŦƛǉǳŜǎ ǎΩŀǾŞǊŜǊŀƛŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛǎŀƴǘǎ Ŝǘ ƻǴ ƛƭ ǎŜǊŀƛǘ 
manifeste que les autorités nationales ne protègent pas leurs populations contre de tels actes ; 
4. Réaffirmons ƴƻǘǊŜ ǾƻƭƻƴǘŞ ŘŜ ŎƻƴŦƻǊǘŜǊ ƭΩŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛǾŜ ŘŜ ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻn internationale de la 
CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜΣ ǘŜƭƭŜ ǉǳŜ ǇǊŞǾǳŜ ǇŀǊ ƭŀ 5ŞŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ .ŀƳŀƪƻ Ŝǘ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴƴŜȄŞ Ł ŎŜƭƭŜ-ci, 
par une utilisation optimale de ses capacités, afin de lui permettre de jouer pleinement son rôle spécifique dans 
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ƭΩƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭΩŀƭŜǊǘŜ ǇǊŞŎƻŎŜΣ ƭŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŜ ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛǾŜΣ ƭŀ ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎǊƛǎŜǎΣ ƭΩŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
Ŝǘ ƭŀ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄΣ Ŝǘ ŎŜΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎŀŘǊŜ ŘΩǳƴŜ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŞƳŀǘƛǉǳŜ Ŝǘ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎŞŜ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŜǎ 
Organisations internationales et régionales ; 
5. Confirmons ƴƻǘǊŜ ǾƻƭƻƴǘŞ ǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜ ŘΩŀƎƛǊ Ŝǘ ŘΩŜȄŜǊŎŜǊ ǇƭŜƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŀōƛƭƛǘŞ ŘŜ ǇǊŞǾŜƴƛǊ 
ƭΩŞŎƭŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜΣ ƭƛƳƛǘŜǊ ƭŜǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŜǊ ƭŜǳǊ 
règlement pacifique et hâter le retour à une situation de paix durable par la mise en oeuvre des dispositions 
librement consenties au titre de la Déclaration de Bamako et des instruments internationaux auxquels nos Etats 
sont parties ; 
6. Soutenons les efforts que déploie le Secrétaire général de la Francophonie dans l'exercice de son mandat 
politique et dans la mise en oeuvre du dispositif francophone d'alerte précoce, de prévention et de règlement 
ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎΣ ŦƻƴŘŞ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ǘŀǘ ŘŜ ŘǊƻƛǘΣ ƭŀ ǘŜƴǳŜ ŘΩŞƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛōǊŜǎΣ ŦƛŀōƭŜǎ Ŝǘ transparentes, la 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳƴŜ ǾƛŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜ ŀǇŀƛǎŞŜΣ ŘΩǳƴŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǉǳŜ ƛƴǘŞǊƛƻǊƛǎŞŜ Ŝǘ Řǳ ǇƭŜƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ 
ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Τ Confirmons, à cet égard, notre disponibilité à appuyer pleinement ses initiatives destinées à engager, 
aux fins de prévention, le dialogue avec nos Etats et gouvernements, par des actions politiques ou de 
coopération adaptées, allant de pair ; Nous engageons, dans ce sens, à fournir régulièrement des informations 
ǎǳǊ ƭΩŞǘŀǘ ŘŜ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ƻŜǳǾǊŜ ŘŜǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǉǳŜ ƴƻǳǎ ŀvons pris à Bamako ; 
7. Invitons le Secrétaire général, dans cette perspective, à rendre pleinement opérationnel le mécanisme 
ŘΩƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘΩŞǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘŜǎ ŘŜǎ ǇǊŀǘƛǉǳŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŜΣ ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ƭƛōŜǊǘŞǎ Řŀƴǎ 
ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜ Τ 
8. Invitons ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ Ł ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŜǊ ǎŜǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘŞǎ ŘΩŀƴŀƭȅǎŜΣ Ŝƴ 
collaboration avec ses Etats et gouvernements membres et les Organisations internationales et régionales, en 
ǎΩŀǇǇǳȅŀƴǘ ǎǳǊ ƭŜ wŞǎŜŀǳ ŘΩƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳŜ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ ǊŞǎŜŀǳȄ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƎŜƴŎŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŀƛǊŜ ŘŜ 
ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ Τ ƛƭ ǎΩŀƎƛǊŀ ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ǇƻǳǊǎǳƛǾǊŜΣ ŎƻƳƳŜ ŜƭƭŜ ƭΩŀ Ŧŀƛǘ ƭƻǊǎ ŘŜǎ wŜƴŎƻƴǘǊŜǎ ŘŜ /ƻǘƻƴƻǳ ŘŜ 
ǎŜǇǘŜƳōǊŜ нллрΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŞŜǎ ŎƻƴƧƻƛƴǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŀŦǊƛŎŀƛƴŜΣ ƭŀ ǊŞŦƭŜȄƛƻƴ ǎǳr les causes et les facteurs de 
conflictualité, les indicateurs sous-ǘŜƴŘŀƴǘ ƭŀ ŦƻƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŘΩƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ǾŜƛƭƭŜΣ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ Ŧŀƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŞǊŞǎ ŎƻƳƳŜ 
déclencheurs des mécanismes de sauvegarde et de réaction ; 
9. Encourageons aussi le Secrétaire général à recourir, aux fins de concertation et de consultation, à tous les 
instruments dont il dispose, tels les Comités ad hoc consultatifs restreints ou les sessions extraordinaires du 
/ƻƴǎŜƛƭ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳΩŁ ƭΩŜƴǾƻƛΣ Ŝƴ ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩ!ǎǎŜƳōlée parlementaire de la 
CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜΣ ŘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŘΩƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘΩƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŞƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭŜ Τ ŘŜ ƳşƳŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ 
ŘŞǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩ9ƴǾƻȅŞǎ ƻǳ ŘŜ wŜǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŀƴǘǎ ǎǇŞŎƛŀǳȄ Τ 
10. Entendons ƳŜǘǘǊŜ Ł ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƭΩŜȄǇŞǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǎŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜ ǎŀǾƻƛǊ-faire dévelopǇŞ ǇŀǊ ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ 
ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘΩŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎǳǎ ŘŜ ǎƻǊǘƛŜ ŘŜ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ 
ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ŘƻƳŀƛƴŜǎ ŘŜ ƭΩƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘŜ ƳŞŎŀƴƛǎƳŜǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǎŀƴǘ ƭŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ 
Ŝǘ ŘΩƛƴǎǘƛǘutions de contrôle, de régulation et de médiation ; [ΩŀǇǇŜƭƻƴǎ à systématiser sa démarche, 
ŎŀǊŀŎǘŞǊƛǎŞŜ ǇŀǊ ƭΩŞŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŘŜǎ ŜȄǇŞǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ Ŝǘ ǇŀǊ ƭŜ ǎƻǳŎƛ ŘŜ ƴŜ Ǉŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǎŜǊ ŘŜ ƭΩŜȄǘŞǊƛŜǳǊ ŘŜǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎǳǎ 
inadaptés ; 
11. Soulignons ƭΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ǊŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǊ ƭŜǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘŞǎ Ŝǘ ƭΩŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜǎ Ŝƴ ƳŀǘƛŝǊŜ ŘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ 
ŘŜ ƳŞŘƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǊ ƭΩƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƭŀ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŞǘŜƴŎŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ŀŎǘŜǳǊǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŞǎΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ 
ǉǳŜ ǇŀǊ ƭΩŞŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŘΩŜȄǇŞǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭŀ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ƻŜǳǾǊŜ ŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ; 
12. Réaffirmons que le développement économique et social est un élément clé de la prévention structurelle 
des crises et des conflits, et Soulignons Ł ŎŜǘ ŞƎŀǊŘ ƭΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŘΩǳƴŜ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ǎƻƭƛŘŀƛǊŜΣ 
concertée et agissante ; 
13. Sommes résolus à participer de façon active et concertée à la mise en place et aux travaux des nouveaux 
ƻǊƎŀƴŜǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳŞǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎŀŘǊŜ ŘŜǎ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¦ƴƛŜǎΣ Ł ǎŀǾƻƛǊ ƭŜ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭ ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Ŝǘ ƭŀ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ 
consolidation de la paix, qui seront appelés à jouer, chacun dans leurs domaines, un rôle de premier plan dans la 
promotion et la protection des droits de l'homme, la prévention des conflits et la sauvegarde de la sécurité 
humaine ; Demandons Ł ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ ŘŜ ŘŞǾŜƭopper, dans ce cadre, ses 
ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŘΩŀǇǇǳƛ Ł ƭŀ ǇǊŞǎŜƴŎŜ Ŝǘ ŀǳȄ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƴƻǎ ŘŞƭŞƎǳŞǎ Τ 
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14. Nous engageons à promouvoir et à défendre, au sein du Conseil des droits de l'Homme, le respect intégral 
des droits de l'Homme, conformément aux engagements pris notamment à Bamako et aux instruments 
régionaux et internationaux que nous avons ratifiés ; Appuyons, à cet égard, les travaux en cours portant sur un 
projet de Protocole facultatif se rapportant au Pacte international relatif aux droits économiques, sociaux et 
culturels ; Veillerons à ce que le Conseil remplisse son mandat de manière efficace afin de lui permettre de 
traiter de toutes les questions et situations qui méritent son attention ; 
15. Encourageons ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘonie à établir des liens utiles avec la Commission 
de consolidation de la paix ; Sommes résolus à poursuivre notre plaidoyer, notamment au sein de cet organe, en 
faveur des pays en situation de sortie de crises pour conforter leurs processus de réconciliation nationale et 
ƭŜǳǊǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ Ǿƛǎŀƴǘ Ł ŀǎǎǳǊŜǊ ƭŀ ƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǉǳŜΣ Ŝƴ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŜ ƭΩŀŎŎŝǎ ŘŜ ŎŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ŀǳȄ 
financements internationaux ; 
16. Entendons ƳŜǘǘǊŜ Ŝƴ ƻŜǳǾǊŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ŘŞŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŘΩ!ƴǘŀƴŀƴŀǊƛǾƻ Ǿƛǎŀƴǘ Ł ŀǎǎǳǊŜǊ ǳƴŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ŦƻǊǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎipation de 
ƴƻǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ŀǳȄ hǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘƛŜƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄΣ Ŝƴ ŞǘǊƻƛǘŜ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¦ƴƛŜǎ Ŝǘ 
les Organisations régionales compétentes ; Entendons également intensifier, à cette fin, les coopérations entre 
Etats membres afin de renforcer les capacités des Etats dont les moyens sont insuffisants ; 
17. Demandons Ł ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ ŘŜ ǎƻǳǘŜƴƛǊ ŎŜǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŘŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ ƳŜƳōǊŜǎΣ Ŝƴ 
développant, en partenariat avec les coopérations bilatérales et multilatérales, des programmes de formation et 
Ŝƴ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǎŀƴǘ ƭŜǎ ŞŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŘΩŜȄǇŞǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ōƻƴƴŜǎ ǇǊŀǘƛǉǳŜǎ Τ 
18. Demandons ŞƎŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǳ {ŜŎǊŞǘŀƛǊŜ ƎŞƴŞǊŀƭ ŘΩŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǊ ƭŜǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘŞǎ ǇƻǳǊ ƭϥhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ 
ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ ŘΩşǘǊŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŞŜ ŀǳȄ ŘƛŦŦŞrents programmes de renforcement de capacités en maintien de la 
paix, tels RECAMP, programme de renforcement des capacités africaines de maintien de la paix, POSPM, 
programme des opérations de soutien de la paix dans le monde, et PAIM, programme d'aide à l'instruction 
militaire du Canada, notamment en ce qui concerne la sensibilisation et la formation ainsi que l'assistance 
technique dans les domaines des droits de l'Homme, des institutions, des textes fondamentaux et des élections ; 
19. Nous engageons à reƴŦƻǊŎŜǊ ƴƻǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ǎŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ƴŞŎŜǎǎƛǘŞ ŘΩǳƴŜ ƳŀƞǘǊƛǎŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ƭŀƴƎǳŜ ŘŜ 
communication en usage dans le pays de déploiement, par les personnels civils et militaires engagés dans les 
Opérations de maintien de la paix, et encourager les Nations Unies à prendre pleinement en compte cette 
dimension dans leurs politiques de recrutement et de formation ; 
20. Nous engageons également à renforcer ces actions pour une meilleure formation des personnels civils et 
militaires, dans les Opérations de maintien de la paix, à la protection des civils, tout particulièrement en ce qui 
concerne les abus sexuels, incluant ceux commis par les personnels de ces opérations, et la formation sur 
ƭΩŞƎŀƭƛǘŞ ŜƴǘǊŜ ƭŜǎ ƘƻƳƳŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŦŜƳƳŜǎ Τ 
21. Appelons l'Organisation internationale de la Francophonie à examiner la possibilité de participer activement, 
en qualité d'observateur, aux travaux du Comité spécial sur les Opérations de maintien de la paix des Nations 
Unies, et Décidons de nous concerter au sein de ce Comité et d'organiser à l'avenir, dans le cadre de la 
Commission politique du Conseil permanent de la Francophonie, une séance d'information à l'issue des sessions 
de ce Comité; 
22. Réaffirmons ƴƻǘǊŜ ŀǇǇǳƛ ŀǳ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƻǳǊ ǇǊŞǾŜƴƛǊΣ ŎƻƳōŀǘǘǊŜ Ŝǘ ŞǊŀŘƛǉǳŜǊ ƭŜ commerce illicite 
des armes légères et de petit calibre dans tous ses aspects ; Nous engageons à renforcer la coopération entre 
ƴƻǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ Ŝǘ ƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǇƻǳǊ ǎŀ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ƻŜǳǾǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŝǘŜ Ŝǘ ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩƘŀǊƳƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƴƻǎ ƭŞƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
nationales en la matière ; Confirmons la coopération pleine et entière de nos Etats et gouvernements à 
ƭΩŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ Řǳ ŘǊƻƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ Ł ƭΩŜȄǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǳ ŀǳ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǘ ŘΩŀǊƳŜǎ ƭŞƎŝǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ 
ǇŜǘƛǘ ŎŀƭƛōǊŜ Ŝǘ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜ ƳŀǘŞǊƛŜƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀƛǊŜΣ Ŝǘ Entendons participer activement à la Conférence d'examen du 
Programme d'action des Nations Unies sur le commerce illicite des armes légères et  de petit calibre dans tous 
ses aspects, qui se tiendra en juin 2006 à New York ; 
23. Nous engageons à collaborer à la réalisation des initiatives prises notamment par les Nations Unies pour 
ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŜǊ Ŝǘ ŜƳǇşŎƘŜǊ ƭϥŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƭƭŞƎŀƭ ŘŜ ǊŜǎǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜƭƭŜǎΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳΩŁ 
appuyer les mesures de contrôle volontaires, comme le Processus de Kimberley et les Principes directeurs pour 
ƭŜǎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊƛǎŜǎ ƳǳƭǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ ŘŜ ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ŘŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘ ŞŎƻƴƻƳƛǉǳŜǎΣ Ŝǘ Ł 
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encourager l'adoption volontaire des principes de responsabilité sociale des entreprises par ceux qui participent 
à l'exploitation des ressources naturelles ; Incitons en outre à plus de responsabilité et de transparence ceux qui 
participent à l'importation ou à l'exportation de ressources naturelles provenant de zones de conflit ; 
24. Nous engageons également à poursuivre notre mobilisation et à renforcer la coopération entre nos Etats et 
ƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩŞƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ƳƛƴŜǎ ŀƴǘƛǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ Τ EncourageonsΣ Ł ŎŜǘǘŜ ŦƛƴΣ ƭŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ ǉǳƛ ƴŜ ƭΩƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ 
ŜƴŎƻǊŜ Ŧŀƛǘ Ł ŀŘƘŞǊŜǊ Ł ƭŀ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘΩhǘǘŀǿŀ ǎǳǊ ƭΩƛƴǘŜǊŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩŜƳǇloi, du stockage, de la production et 
des transferts des mines antipersonnel et sur leur destruction ; 
Soutenons la mise en oeuvre par les pays signataires du Plan d'action de Nairobi 2005-2009, afin de respecter les 
délais impartis par la Convention d'Ottawa pour la destruction des stocks et le nettoyage des zones minées ; 
25. Encourageons également ǘƻǳǎ ƭŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ ǉǳƛ ƴŜ ƭΩƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǊŜ Ŧŀƛǘ Ł ŀŘƘŞǊŜǊ Ł ƭŀ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ мфул ǎǳǊ 
certaines armes classiques « qui peuvent être considérées comme ayant des effets traumatiques excessifs ou 
ŎƻƳƳŜ ŦǊŀǇǇŀƴǘ ǎŀƴǎ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ η Ŝǘ Ł ƭΩŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ŘŜ ǎŜǎ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜǎΣ Řƻƴǘ Ŝƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭƛŜǊ ƭŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜ ± ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦ 
aux restes explosifs de guerre ; Nous engageonsΣ Řŝǎ ƭΩŜƴǘǊŞŜ Ŝƴ ǾƛƎǳŜǳǊ Řǳ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜ ±Σ Ł ǊŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǊ ƴƻǘǊŜ 
mobilisation, ainsi que la coopération entre nos Etats et gouvernements, contre les restes explosifs de guerre ; 
26. SoulignonsΣ Řŀƴǎ ŎŜǘǘŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƭΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŀǘǘŀŎƘŜ Ł ǳƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŘŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ ƳŜƳōǊŜǎ 
directement affectés par des problèƳŜǎ ǘŜƭǎ ǉǳŜ ƭΩŜƴǊƾƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ ŀǊƳŞǎΣ ƭŜǎ ƳƛƴŜǎ 
antipersonnel ou la prolifération des armes légères et de petit calibre aux débats consacrés à ces questions au 
sein des instances multilatérales ; Appelons ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴale de la Francophonie à explorer les 
moyens de favoriser une participation active de ces Etats ; 
27. Réitérons notre engagement à respecter et à faire respecter le droit nternational humanitaire, notamment 
dans les situations de conflits armés, et à appliquer les résolutions 1265, 1296, 1325, 1612, 1674 du Conseil de 
sécurité ; Recommandons que la nécessité de protéger les civils en cas de menace imminente de danger 
physique soit pleinement prise en compte dans les mandats des Opérations de maintien de la ǇŀƛȄ ŘƻǘŞŜǎ ŘΩǳƴŜ 
composante militaire et que celles-ci disposent de ressources nécessaires à cet effet ; Soulignons, dans ce 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘŜΣ ƭŀ ƴŞŎŜǎǎƛǘŞ ŘΩŀǎǎǳǊŜǊ ƭŀ ǎǶǊŜǘŞΣ ƭŀ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ Ŝǘ ƭŀ ƭƛōŜǊǘŞ ŘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀƛǊŜΣ Řǳ 
personnel des Nations Unies et autres Organisations internationales dûment mandatées, ainsi que du personnel 
associé, qui doivent avoir un accès sans entrave aux populations civiles, comme le prescrit le droit international 
humanitaire ; 
28. Réaffirmons notre obligation de protéger les réfugiés, notamment par le respect du principe de non 
refoulement et la mise en oeuvre des dispositions du droit international en leur faveur, et en soutenant toute 
action visant les causes de déplacements forcés, pour faire en sorte que ces populations regagnent leurs lieux 
ŘΩƻǊƛƎƛƴŜ Ŝƴ ǘƻǳǘŜ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ Τ Nous engageons à trouver des solutions durables au problème des réfugiés, à 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜǊ ǇŀǊ ƭΩŀŎŎŝǎ ŀǳȄ ǘǊƻƛǎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜǎ ς rapatriement, intégration sur place ou réinstallation dans 
un pays tiers ς ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳΩŜƴ ǎƻǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ ǘƻǳǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǿƛǎŀƴǘ ƭŀ ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ Ŝǘ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǎŀƴǘ ƭŜ ǇŀǊǘŀƎŜ ŘŜǎ 
ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎΣ ŀŦƛƴ ŘΩŜƳǇşŎƘŜǊ ǉǳŜ ŘŜǎ ƳƻǳǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜ ǊŞŦǳƎƛŞǎ ƴŜ ǎǳǎŎƛǘŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ tensions accrues entre États ; 
Soulignons ƭΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŜƴǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŜƳŜnt et du recensement des réfugiés ; 
29. Réaffirmons également la responsabilité de nos États de protéger et d'assister les personnes déplacées à 
ƭΩƛƴǘŞǊƛŜǳǊ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊ ǇǊƻǇǊŜ Ǉŀȅǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŜǊ ƭŜǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŘŜǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ !ƎŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎΣ ǊŞƎƛƻnales 
Ŝǘ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀƛǊŜǎ Ł ŎŜǘ ŞƎŀǊŘΣ ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ŀŦƛƴ ŘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŜǊ ƭΩŀŎŎŝǎ ŀǳȄ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ ŘŞǇƭŀŎŞŜǎ Τ 
30. Soulignons ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜǳǊǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦǎ ŀǳ ŘŞǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ Ł ƭΩƛƴǘŞǊƛŜǳǊ ŘŜ ƭŜǳǊ ǇǊƻǇǊŜ 
ǇŀȅǎΣ ŀǇǇǊƻǳǾŞǎ ǇŀǊ ƭΩ!ǎǎŜƳōƭŞŜ ƎŞƴŞǊŀƭŜ ŘŜǎ bŀǘƛons Unies, constituent un cadre international important pour 
la protection des personnes déplacées, et Sommes résolus à prendre des mesures concrètes pour renforcer 
cette protection ; 
31. Soulignons ƭΩƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǳǾƻƛǊ ƭŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜ ǘƻǳǎ ƭŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Ŝǘ Řǳ ŘǊƻƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
humanitaire, de prévenir et de sanctionner les violations graves ou massives de ces droits, et de traduire en 
justice les auteurs de telles violations ; Nous engageons à promouvoir l'action des Défenseurs des droits de 
ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Ŝǘ Ł ƎŀǊŀƴǘƛǊ ƭŜǳǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ Τ Řŀƴǎ ŎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘŜΣ Appelons solennellement à la ratification de tous les 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀǳȄ Ŝǘ ǊŞƎƛƻƴŀǳȄ ŘŜ ƭǳǘǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƭΩƛƳǇǳƴƛǘŞΣ ǘŜƭǎ ŎŜǳȄ ǊŜƭŀǘƛŦǎ Ł ƭŀ /ƻǳǊ ǇŞƴŀƭŜ 
internationale ou à la Cour africaine deǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ǇŜǳǇƭŜǎΣ Ŝǘ Invitons l'Organisation 
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internationale de la Francophonie à renforcer, en tant que de besoin, son assistance aux Etats pour leur 
permettre d'assumer les engagements prévus par le Statut de Rome ; 
32. Condamnons ƭΩŜƴǊƾlement des enfants dans les combats et leur implication dans les conflits armés et 
Appelons ƭŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ ǉǳƛ ƴŜ ƭΩŀǳǊŀƛŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǊŜ Ŧŀƛǘ Ł ǊŀǘƛŦƛŜǊ Ŝǘ Ł ƳŜǘǘǊŜ Ŝƴ ƻŜǳǾǊŜ ƭŜǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀǳȄ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ 
internationaux et régionaux relatifs à la protection des enfants dans les conflits armés, incluant la Convention 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǳȄ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩŜƴŦŀƴǘ Ŝǘ ǎƻƴ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜ ŦŀŎǳƭǘŀǘƛŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŀƴǘ ƭΩƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩŜƴŦŀƴǘǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ 
armés ; 
33. Appuyons ƭŀ ŎǊŞŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳƴ ƳŞŎŀƴƛǎƳŜ ŘŜ ǎǳƛǾƛ ǇƻǳǊ ŀǎǎǳǊŜǊ ƭŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ Ŝƴfants dans les conflits armés, 
tel que spécifié dans la résolution 1612 du Conseil de sécurité, et Confirmons le soutien plein et entier de la 
Francophonie dans ce domaine ; 
34. Nous engageonsΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ǎƻǳŎƛ ŘΩǳƴŜ ǇŀƛȄ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜΣ Ł ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŜǊΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ǎortant de crises et de conflits, le 
désarmement, la démobilisation et la réinsertion (DDR) de tous les combattants et particulièrement des enfants 
soldats ; 
35. Renouvelons notre volonté de mettre en oeuvre les engagements pris lors de la Conférence des femmes de 
ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŜǎǘ ǘŜƴǳŜ ŀǳ [ǳȄŜƳōƻǳǊƎ Ŝƴ нлллΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŞŜǎ ǇŀǊ ƭŜ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭ 
de sécurité dans sa résolution 1325 sur le rôle et la participation des femmes dans les mécanismes de 
prévention, de gestion et de règlement des conflits, et les Opérations de maintien de la paix ;  
Appelons Ł ƭŀ ǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜƭƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǊ ƭΩŞƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ǘƻǳǘŜǎ ƭŜǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǎ ŘŜ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ł 
ƭΩŞƎŀǊŘ ŘŜǎ ŦŜƳƳŜǎ Ŝǘ Ł ƭŀ ǇƭŜƛƴŜ ǊŞŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƻǳǎŎǊƛǘǎ ƭƻǊǎ ŘŜǎ Conférences du Caire, de Pékin 
et Pékin +5 ; 
36. Condamnons, à cet égard, les violences, les exploitations et les abus sexuels perpétrés contre les femmes et 
les enfants, notamment pendant les conflits armés, et ; Nous engageons à agir pour les prévenir et les réprimer 
Ŝƴ ƳŜǘǘŀƴǘ Ŧƛƴ Ł ƭΩƛƳǇǳƴƛǘŞ Τ 
37. Sommes déterminés à promouvoir le rôle des femmes et des jeunes dans la prévention des conflits, de 
manière à conforter, par des formations spécialement conçues à leur intention, leur apport essentiel à toute 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘŜ ǇŀƛȄ Τ Ƴǳǎ ǇŀǊ ƭŜ ƳşƳŜ ǎƻǳŎƛ Ŝǘ ǇǊŜƴŀƴǘ ƴƻǘŜ ŘŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ Řǳ {ŞƳƛƴŀƛǊŜ ŘΩŞŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ 
prévention des conflits et la sécurité humaine, organisé à Paris en mars 2006, avec les Instituts et Centres de 
recherche sur la paix, la démocratiŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜΣ ƭŜǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǎƻŎƛŞǘŞ ŎƛǾƛƭŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜǎ ǊŞǎŜŀǳȄ 
institutionnels de la Francophonie ; Nous engageons à renforcer aussi les capacités de la société civile, de ses 
associations, de ses syndicats et de ses partis ;  
38. Soulignons aussi le rôle fondamental des médias dans la diffusion des valeurs de liberté, de tolérance et de 
paix propres à pacifier la vie politique et à enraciner la culture démocratique ; Reconnaissons la nécessité de 
ƎŀǊŀƴǘƛǊ ƭŀ ƭƛōŜǊǘŞ ŘΩŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƭŀ ƭƛberté de la presse, et Affirmons le droit à la protection des journalistes, y 
compris en temps de guerre ;  Condamnons ƭŀ ŘŞǎƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ǘƻǳǘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜ ŘΩƛƴŎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊ ƭŜǎ ƳŞŘƛŀǎΣ Ł ƭŀ 
haine et à la violence ; Appelons en conséquence à une plus grande participation des médias à la prévention des 
ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎΣ ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ŀǳȄ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎǳǎ ŘΩƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘΩŞǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘΩŀƭŜǊǘŜ ǇǊŞŎƻŎŜΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳΩŁ la réconciliation ; 
39. Sommes déterminésΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŜǎǇǊƛǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ 5ŞŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ .ŀƳŀƪƻΣ Ł ŘƻƴƴŜǊ ƭŜǳǊ ǇƭŜƛƴŜ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎƛǘŞ Ł toutes les 
institutions et à tous les mécanismes propres à faciliter, au plan national, la prévention, la médiation, le 
règlement des crises et la réconciliation, en nous attachant notamment à développer des politiques éducatives, 
judiciaires, institutionƴŜƭƭŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘΩƛƴǘŞƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘŞǎ Τ 
40. Invitons ƭΩhǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜΣ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŞƳŜƴǘ ŀǳ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŘΩŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ 
.ŀƳŀƪƻΣ Ł ǇƻǊǘŜǊ ǳƴŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎƻǳǘŜƴǳŜ Ł ƭΩŞŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŀ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƭŀ ǎŜƴǎƛōƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǳȄ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜΣ 
à ƭŀ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŜ Ŝǘ Ł ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄΣ Ŝǘ ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ŀǳȄ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝƴ ŘǊƻƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀƛǊŜ Ł ƭΩƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ 
ƭΩŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ŘŜǎ ŀŎǘŜǳǊǎ Ŝǘ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŞǎ Τ 
41. Prenons la résolution ŘΩŀƳǇƭƛŦƛŜǊ ƴƻǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎŀŘǊŜ Řǳ /ƻƴǎŜƛƭ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭa Francophonie 
et de sa Commission politique, de la Conférence ministérielle de la Francophonie, ou encore de Conférences 
ministérielles thématiques, et de participer activement aux débats en cours dans les enceintes internationales et 
régionales sur la prévention des conflits, le maintien et la consolidation de la paix, ainsi que sur la sécurité 
ƘǳƳŀƛƴŜΣ Ŝǘ ŘΩȅ ŘŞŦŜƴŘǊŜ ƭŜǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŞƴƻƴŎŞǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŜ 5ŞŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ Τ 
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42. Soulignons de même le rôle que jouent, dans le développement de nos concertations, les Représentations 
permanentes de la Francophonie et les Groupes des Ambassadeurs francophones auprès des Organisations 
internationales, et Rappelons ƭŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǉǳΩƻŎŎǳǇŜƴǘ ŎŜǎ wŜǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ƻŜǳǾǊŜ Řǳ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎǳǎ 
ŘΩƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘΩŞǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŘΩŀƭŜǊǘŜ ǇǊŞŎƻŎŜ Τ Invitons le Secrétaire général à proposer des modalités propres 
à conforter ce dispositif ; 
43. Soulignons encore l'intérêt de notions et normes relatives à la sécurité humaine et à la responsabilité de 
protéger, et Convenons d'approfondir notre dialogue sur ces questions, au sein de la Francophonie, en ayant à 
ƭΩŜǎǇǊƛǘ ƭŜǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ /ƘŀǊǘŜ ŘŜǎ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¦ƴƛŜǎ Ŝǘ Řǳ ŘǊƻƛǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŀŦƛƴ ŘŜ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǎŜǊ ǳƴŜ 
compréhension commune et une contribution concertée des francophones dans le cadre des travaux de 
l'Assemblée générale des Nations Unies ; 
44. Entendons également développer nos échanges et notre concertation aux niveaux régional et international 
ǎǳǊ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ǇǊƻōƭŞƳŀǘƛǉǳŜǎ ƭƛŞŜǎ Ł ƭŀ ǎŞŎǳǊƛǘŞ ƘǳƳŀƛƴŜ ҍ ŎƻƳƳŜ ŎŜƭƭŜ ǘǊŝǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘŜ ŘŜǎ ŦƭǳȄ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƻƛǊŜǎ ҍ Ŝǘ 
aux questions de développement de portée internationale ; 
45. Invitons le Secrétaire général de la Francophonie à favoriser la pleine utilisation des potentialités du 
dispositif de Bamako en matière de préventƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇŀƛȄΣ Ŝƴ ǎΩŀǎǎǳǊŀƴǘΣ 
ƴƻǘŀƳƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǊ ŘŜǎ ŞǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŘŞǉǳŀǘŜǎΣ ŘŜ ƭΩŜŦŦƛŎŀŎƛǘŞ ŘŜǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊƛǎŜǎΣ Ŝǘ Ł ŎƻƻǇŞǊŜǊ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŜǎ 9ǘŀǘǎ Ŝǘ 
gouvernements dans la mise en oeuvre et le suivi des engagements consignés dans la présente Déclaration ; 
46. Transmettons ƭŀ ǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŜ 5ŞŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǳȄ /ƘŜŦǎ ŘΩ9ǘŀǘ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘ Ŝƴ ǾǳŜ Řǳ ·LŜ {ƻƳƳŜǘΦ 
 



Workshop on Regional Instruments of Democratic Governance 
and Conflict Prevention in West Africa 
(SWAC/OECD- 16 to 19 October 2007) 
Declarations of French-speaking Countries Organisation 

 

 

 
 

B. Déclaration de Bamako2 
Bamako, le 3 novembre 2000 

 
 
Nous, Ministres et Chefs de délégation des Etats et gouvernements des pays ayant le français en partage, 
réunis à Bamako pour le Symposium International sur le bilan des pratiques de la démocratie, des droits et 
ŘŜǎ ƭƛōŜǊǘŞǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜ Τ 
 
Nous fondant sur les dispositions de la Charte de la Francophonie, qui consacrent comme objectifs prioritaires 
ƭΩŀƛŘŜ Ł ƭΩƛƴǎǘŀǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŀǳ ŘŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŜΣ ƭŀ ǇǊŞǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎ Ŝǘ ƭŜ ǎƻǳǘƛŜƴ Ł ƭΩ9ǘŀǘ ŘŜ 
ŘǊƻƛǘ Ŝǘ ŀǳȄ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Τ 
Rappelant ƭΩŀǘǘŀŎƘŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ Ł ƭŀ 5ŞŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜƭƭŜ ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ Ŝǘ ŀǳȄ /ƘŀǊǘŜǎ 
régionales, ainsi que les engagements des Sommets de Dakar (1989), de Chaillot (1991), de Maurice (1993), de 
Cotonou (1995), de Hanoi (1997) et de Moncton (1999) ; 
Inscrivant notre action dans le cadre de la Décennie deǎ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¦ƴƛŜǎ ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩŞŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǳȄ 5Ǌƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜ 
(1995-2004) ; 
Considérant ƭΩŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŘΩŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎǳǎ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǉǳŜǎ ƳŜƴŞŜ ǇŀǊ ƭŀ CǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴƛŜ ŎŜǎ ŘƛȄ 
dernières années ; 
Soucieux de progresser vers la démocratie par le développement économique et social et une juste répartition 
ŘŜǎ ǊŜǎǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ ǇƻǳǊ ǳƴ ŀŎŎŝǎ ŞƎŀƭ Ł ƭΩŞŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ł ƭŀ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ł ƭŀ ǎŀƴǘŞ Ŝǘ Ł ƭΩŜƳǇƭƻƛ Τ 
Souhaitant répondre Ł ƭΩƻōƧŜŎǘƛŦ ŦƛȄŞ ŀǳ {ƻƳƳŜǘ ŘŜ aƻƴŎǘƻƴΣ ŘŜ ǘŜƴƛǊ ǳƴ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǊ ƭŜ ōƛƭŀƴ 
des ǇǊŀǘƛǉǳŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŜΣ ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ƭƛōŜǊǘŞǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜΣ ǇƻǳǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŦƻƴŘƛǊ ƭŀ 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ƭŀ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝƴ ŦŀǾŜǳǊ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ǘŀǘ ŘŜ ŘǊƻƛǘ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǉǳŜΣ Ŝǘ ŘΩŜƴƎŀƎŜǊ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǳƴŜ 
étape nouvelle dans le dialogue des Etats et gouvernements des pays ayant le français en partage, pour mieux 
faire ressortir les axes principaux tant de leur expérience récente que de leur spécificité ; 
 
1- Constatons 
ω que le bilan des pratiques de la démocratie, des droits et des libertés danǎ ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜΣ ŀǳ ŎƻǳǊǎ ŘŜ 
ces dix dernières années, comporte des acquis indéniables : consécration constitutionnelle des droits de 
ƭΩIƻƳƳŜΣ ƳƛǎŜ Ŝƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘŜǎ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ǘŀǘ ŘŜ ŘǊƻƛǘΣ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ-pouvoirs, 
progrŝǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩƛƴǎǘŀǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ ƳǳƭǘƛǇŀǊǘƛǎƳŜ Řŀƴǎ ƴƻƳōǊŜ ŘŜ Ǉŀȅǎ ŦǊŀƴŎƻǇƘƻƴŜǎ Ŝǘ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ǘŜƴǳŜ ŘΩŞƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
ƭƛōǊŜǎΣ ŦƛŀōƭŜǎ Ŝǘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘŜǎΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǳ ŦƻƴŎǘƛƻƴƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŜΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŘŜ 
la démocratie locale par la décentralisation ; 
ω que ce bilan présente, aussi, des insuffisances et des échecs : récurrence de conflits, interruption de processus 
ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǉǳŜǎΣ ƎŞƴƻŎƛŘŜ Ŝǘ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜǎΣ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ŘŜǎ ŘǊƻƛǘǎ ŘŜ ƭΩIƻƳƳŜΣ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǊǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
freinant le développement dΩǳƴŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘŞƳƻŎǊŀǘƛǉǳŜΣ ƳŀƴǉǳŜ ŘΩƛƴŘŞǇŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴŜǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀƛƴǘŜǎ ŘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŞŎƻƴƻƳƛǉǳŜΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŝǊŜ Ŝǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭŜΣ ǎǳǎŎƛǘŀƴǘ ƭŀ ŘŞǎŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ Řǳ ŎƛǘƻȅŜƴ Ł ƭΩŞƎŀǊŘ Řǳ Ŧŀƛǘ 
démocratique ; 
 
2- Confirmons notre adhésion aux principes fondamentaux suivants : 
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