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A.PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE MECHANISM
FOR CONFLICT PREVENTION, MANAGEMENT, RESOLUTION,
PEACKEEPING AND SECURITY

ECOWAS Executive Secrgtdbuja

December 1999

PREAMBLE

WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ECONONIE COMMUN
WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)

MINDFUL OBhe ECOWAS Revised Treaty signed in Cotonou on 23 July 1993 notably its Article 58;

MINDRJL ORhe relevant provisions of the Charter of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU);

MINDFUL OHhe United Nations Charter, with particular reference to its Chapters VI, VII and VIII;

MINDFUL OBhe provisions of Protocols A/P1/5/79, AISP2/7/85, A/IS#86, A/ISP1/6/88, AISP2/5/90 relating

to the free movement of persons, the right of residence and establishment;

RECALLIN@e Protocol on NorAggression signed in Lagos on 22 April 1978 and the Plotocdlutual
Assistance in Defeassigned in Freetownrn29 May 1981, notably our resolve to give mutual aid and assistance
for defense against any armed threat or aggression on a Member State;

CONSIDERINBe Framework Agreement of the Protocol on Naggession and Assistance in Defe{&NAD)
signed in Abighn on 9 June 1977;

CONSIDERING AL®® Protocol on the enforcement of the aboweentioned Framework Agreement signed in
Dakar on 14 December 1981, as well as the subsequent Protocols;

REAFFIRMINGur commitment to the ECOWAS Declaration of Politicalcipies adopted in Abuja on 6 July
MpdmE 2y FNBSR2YS LIS2LX SQ&a NAIKGa yYyR RSY2ONI GA&l GA
RECALLIN®Ge relevant provisions of the ECOWAS Conventions on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and
on Extradition, signed in Dakar on 29 July 1992 and in AlnugaAugust 1994, respectively;

RECALLING AL$@@ Cairo Declaration of 29 June 1993 on the establishment of a Mechanism for Conflict
Prevention, Management and Resolution in Africa adopted by tffe%sion of the OAU Conference of Heads

of State and Garnment;

CONCERNE&bout the proliferation of conflicts which constitute a threat to the peace and security in the
African continent, and undermines our efforts to improve the living standards of our peoples;

CONVINCED QFRe need to develop effective pales that will alleviate the suffering of the civil population,
especially women and children, and, restore life to normalcy after conflicts or natural disasters, and desirous of
making further efforts in the humanitarian sphere;

CONSCIOUS OF THE RA@xTgood governance, the rule of law and sustainable development are essential for
peace and conflict prevention;

RECALLIN@e Declaration of the moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and Manufacture of Light
Weapons, adopted by the #1Session of théuthority of Heads of State and Government of ECOWAS, held in
Abuja on 30 and 31 October, 1998;

RECALLINGIso the conclusions of the meeting of ECOWAS Ministers of Foreign Affairs on the effective
implementation of PCASED, held in Bamako on 24 March; 1999



Worksop on Regional Instruments BEmocratic Governance
and Conftit Prevention in West Africa

(SWAC/OEGDS6 to 19 October 2007)

ECOWASstruments

CONVINCERDat crossborder crimes, the proliferation of small arms and all illicit trafficking contribute to the
development of insecurity and instability and jeopardise the economic and social development of the sub
region;

AWAREhat these phenomenaanstitute serious social and economic problems which can only be resolved
within the framework of increased and we&lbordinated multilateral cooperation;

RECOGNISINRBe need to make the relevant treaties and protocols more adequate, effective and prisgmat
DESIRINGo consolidate our achievements in the resolution of conflicts through the ECOWAS-fitease
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG).

RECALLIN@Gur Decision A/DEC.11/10/98 adopted in Abuja on 31 October 1998, relating to the ECOWAS
Mechanism for Conflict Bvention, Management, Resolution, Pedaeping and Security;

DESIROUS establish an operational structure for the implementation of the said Decision;

HEREBY AGREE ON THE FOLLOWING:

DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Protocol;

"Treaty' means the revisd Treaty of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) signed in
Cotonou on 24 July 1993;

"Community' means the Economic Community of West African States referred to under Article 2 of the Treaty;
"Authority" means the Authority of Heads of & and Government of the Economic Community of West
African States established by Article 7 of the Treaty;

"Mediation and Security Counctilmeans the Mediation and Security Council as defined by Article 8 of this
Protocol;

"Defenge and Security Commissiémeans the Deferesand Security Commission as defined in Article 18 of this
Protocol;

"Executive Secretatymeans the ECOWAS Executive Secretary appointed in accordance with Article 18 of the
Treaty,

"Council of Eldersmeans the Council of Elders as defi in Article 20 of this Protocol,

"Meeting of Ambassadorsmeans the meeting of Ambassadors as defined by Article 14 of this Protocol;

"Special Representativemeans the Special Representative as defined by Article 32 of this Protocol;

"Deputy ExecutiveéSecretary means the Deputy Executive Secretary inrghaof Political Affairs, Defeasand
Security as referred to in Article 16 of this Protocol;

"Institution” means any of the structures provided for under Article 4 of this Protocol;

"Organt’ means any bthe structures provided for under Article 17 of this Protocol;

"Observation and Monitoring Centfemeans the Regional Peace and Security Monitoring Centre as provided for
under Article 58 of the Treaty and referred to in Article 23 of this Protocol;

"ECOIOG' means the ECOWAS Cedséa NB a2y AG2NAYy 3 DNRdzL) s KAOK O2yaidi
force as defined in Article 21 of this Protocol;

"Force Commandérmeans the Force Commander appointed in accordance with the provisions of Article 33 of
this Protocaol;

"Transborder crime' refers to all crimes organised or perpetrated by individuals, organisations or networks of
local and/or foreign criminals operating beyond the national boundaries of a Member State, or acting in
complicity with associates bad in one or several States adjoining the country where the crimes are actually
committed or having any connection with any Member State;

"Member State in crisisrefers both to a Member State experiencing an armed conflict as well as a Member
State facingserious and persisting problems or situations of extreme tension which, if left unchecked, could lead
to serious humanitarian disaster or threaten peace and security in thereggibn or in any Member State
affected by the overthrow or attempted overthroaf a democratically elected government.
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CHAPTERESTABLISHMENT, PRINCIPLES AND OBJBEEFTESMECHANISM

Article 1 Establishment

There is hereby established within the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), a mechanism for
collective gcurity and peace to be known as "Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution,
Peacekeeping and Security".

Article 2 Principles
Member States reaffirm their commitment to the principles contained in the Charters of the United Nations
Orgarsation (UNO) and the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) and to the Universal Declaration of Human
wAIKGAT a ¢Sttt Fa G2 GKS ' FNAOFY [/ KFENILISN 2y | dzYl y
principles:that economic and social develognt and the security of peoples and States are inextricably linked;
promotion and reinforcement of the free movement of persons, the right of residence and establishment which
contribute to the reinforcement of goocdheighborliness promotion and consolidan of a democratic
government as well as democratic institutions in each Member Sgatgection of fundamental human rights
and freedoms and the rules of international humanitarian lageality of sovereign Statetgrritorial integrity
and politicalindependence of Member States;
Article 3: Objectives of the Mechanism
The objectives of the Mechanism shall be as folloprevent, manage and resolve internal and infiate
conflicts under the conditions provided in Paragraph 46 of the Framework oM@whanism ratified as per
Decision A/DEC.11/10/98 of 31 October 1998;
1 implement the relevant provisions of Article 58 of the Revised Treaty;
1 implement the relevant provisions of the Protocols on Naggres®on, Mutual Assistance in Defexns
Free Movemenbf Persons, the Right of Residence and Establishment;
9 strengthen cooperation in the areas of conflict prevention, earéirning, peacekeeping operations,
the control of crossorder crime, international terrorism and proliferation of small arms and-anti
personnel mines;
maintain and consolidate peace, security and stability within the Community;
establish institutions and formulate policies that would allow for the organisation and coordination of
humanitarian relief missions;
1 promote close cooperation lh&een Member States in the areas of preventive diplomacy and peace
keeping;
9 constitute and deploy a civilian and military force to maintain or restore peace within theeg)itn,
whenever the need arises;
1 set up an appropriate framework for the rationahd equitable management of natural resources
shared by neighbouring Member States which may be causes of frequenSiter conflicts;
protect the environment and take steps to restore the degraded environment to its natural state;
safeguard the culturdieritage of Member States;
formulate and implement policies on aftorruption, moneylaundering and illegal circulation of small
arms.

= =4

= =4 =4

CHAPTER INSTITUTIONS OF THE MECHANISM

Article 4: Institutions

The institutions of the Mechanism shall be:

The Auhority;

The Mediation and Security Council;

The Executive Secretariat;

Any other institution as may be established by the Authority.

Article 5: Composition and Meetings of the Authority

The Authority is composed of Heads of State and Government of MeBtha&es as stipulated in Paragraph 1,
Article 7 of the Revised Treaty.
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The Authority shall meet as often as necessary.
Article 6 Functions
CKS 1 dziK2NRAGEe akKlFff 0S5 inkkihg o Dshallyidveipowrs tokdt GhklSndatiersR S O A
concening conflict prevention, management and resolution, pe&ieeping, security, humanitarian support,
peacebuilding, control of crosborder crime, proliferation of small arms, as well as all other matters covered by
the provisions of this Mechanism.
Artide 7: Delegation of Powers
Without prejudice to its wideanging powers as provided under Article 9 of the Treaty and in Article 6 above,
the Authority hereby mandates the Mediation and Security Council to take, on its behalf, appropriate decisions
for the implementation of the provisions of this Mechanism.
Article 8 Composition of the Mediation and Security Council
The Mediation and Security Council shall comprise nine (9) Member States of which seven (7) shall be elected by
the Authority. The other twoX) members shall be the current chairman and the immediate past chairman of the
Authority, each of whom shall have an automatic right to membership of the Mediation and Security Council.
The elected Members of the Mediation and Security Council shall &arteo (2) years renewable.
Article 9 Quorum and Decisions
The meeting of the Mediation and Security Council shall be properly constituted when at leattifsigof its
Members are present.
Decisions of the Mediation and Security Council shall bentdke a twothirds majority vote of Members
present.
Article 10: Functions
The Mediation and Security Council shall take decisions on issues of peace and security inréggosubn
behalf of the Authority. It shall also implement all the provisions & Brotocol.
Pursuant to the provisions of Article 7 of this Protocol and Paragraph 1 above, the Mediation and Security
Council shall:
1 decide on all matters relating to peace and security;
1 decide and implement all policies for conflict prevention, managenaand resolution, peack&eeping
and security;
9 authorise all forms of intervention and decide particularly on the deployment of political and military
missions;
1 approve mandates and terms of reference for such missions;
1 review the mandates and terms of egEnce periodically, on the basis of evolving situations;
1 on the recommendation of the Executive Secretary, appoint the Special Representative of the Executive
Secretary and the Force Commander.
Article 11 Meetings of the Mediation and Security Council
Ddiberations of the Mediation and Security Council shall be held at three (3) levels: Heads of State and
Government, Ministerial and Ambassadorial levels.
All meetings of the Mediation and Security Council shall be presided over by the Member State atetited
current Chairman of the Authority.
Article 12 Meeting at the Level of Heads of State and Government
The Heads of State and Government of the Mediation and Security Council shall meet at least twice a year in
ordinary sessions. Extraordinary Sessiomay be convened by the Chairman when the need arises or at the
request of a simple majority of the Members of the Council.
The Heads of State and Government of the Mediation and Security Council shall take final decisions on all issues
under their authoity and competence, including field missions and approve the terms of reference, for such
missions.
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Article 13 Meeting at the Ministerial Level

The Minsters of Foreign Affairs, Defemsinternal Affairs and Security of the Mediation Security Counclil sha
meet at least once every three (3) months to review the general political and security situation in thegsuin
They may also meet when the need arises.

The recommendations emanating from the Ministerial meetings shall be submitted to the membds ldéa
State and Government of the Mediation and Security Council.

Article 14 Meeting at the Ambassadorial Level
ECOWAS Member States shall accredit Ambassadors as permanent representatives to the ECOWAS Execultive
Secretariat. These Ambassadors may atsthbse accredited to the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
The Ambassadors of Member States of the Mediation and Security Council shall meet once a month to review
issues relating to subegional peace and security. They may also meet when the need arises.
Allreports and recommendations of meetings of the Ambassadors shall be forwarded by the Executive Secretary
to all Member States of the Mediation and Security Council and to the Member States concerned. The Reports
shall also be submitted for consideratiog the meeting of Ministers of the Mediation and Security Council.
Article 15 Role and Functions of the Executive Secretary
The Executive Secretary shall have the power to initiate actions for conflict prevention, management, resolution,
peacekeeping andsecurity in the sufsegion. Such actions may include féiciding, mediation, facilitation,
negotiation and reconciliation of parties in conflict.
The role of the Executive Secretary shall include the following:

1 recommend the appointment of the Special Regentative and the Force Commander for approval by

the Mediation and Security Council ;
1 appoint members of the Council of Elders;
1 bhave responsibility for political, administrative and operational activities and provide logistic support for
the mission;

1 prepare periodic reports on activities of the Mechanism for the Mediation and Security Council and
Member States;
deploy factfinding and mediation missions, on the basis of his/her assessment of the existing situation;
convene, in consultation with the Chiaian of the Authority, all meetings of the Mediation and Security
Council, the Council of Elders, and the Defeand Security Commission;
Implement all decisions of the Mediation and Security Council.
The ECOWAS Secretariat shall service the MediationSaudirity Council and the Defensind Security
Commission.
In implementing the provisions of this Mechanism, the Executive Secretary shall be assisted by the Deputy
Executive Secretary in dalgge of Political Affairs, Defeasand Security.
Article 16 The @puty Executive Secretary
1. Under the direction of the Executive Secretary, the Deputy Executive Secretary in charge of Political Affairs,
Defense and Security shall initiate and undertake all activities relating to the implementation of the Mechanism.
2. The office of the Deputy Executive Secrgtbor Political Affairs, Defersand Security, shall be headed by a
statutory officer appointed in accordance with Paragraph 4 (a), Article 18 of the Treaty. He shall have under his
supervision appropriate departents, divisions and sections, as may be necessary, including:
the Department of Political Affairs;
the Department of Humanitarian Affairs;
the Department of Defensand Security;
the Observation and Monitoring Centre; and
such other departments as may lestablished by the Council of Ministers on the recommendation of
the Mediation and Security Council.

il
il

= =4 -4 -8 -9
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CHAPTER{BUPPORTING ORGANS OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE MECHANISM
In carrying out their missions, the Institutions stipulated in Article 4 shall bsteddy the organs enumerated
in Article 17 of this Protocol.
Article 17: Organs
The following organs are hereby established to assist the Mediation and Security Council.
1 TheDefenseand Security Commission;
1 The Council of Elders;
1 ECOWA Ceaséire Monitoring Group ECOMOG).

Article 18: Composition of the Defemsind Security Commission
The following representatives from Member&ts shall constitute the Defeasand Security Commission:
Chiefs of DeferesStaff or equivalent;
Officers responsible fdnternal Affairs and Security
Experts of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;
Depending on the agenda, Heads of any of the following services may be ihwiteigiration;Customs;
Drug/Narcotic Agencie®order Guards; an@ivil Protection Force.
Article 19: Funiions
The Defens and Security Commission shall examine all technical and administrative issues and assess logistical
requirements for peacd&eeping operations. It shall assist the Mediation and Security Council in:

1 formulating the mandate of the Pead®eping Force;

1 defining the terms of reference for the Force;

1 appointing the Force Commander;

1 determining the composition of the Contingents.
The Defens and Security Commission shall meet once every quarter and when necessary. The Commission shall
examine eports from the Observation and Monitoring Centres and make recommendations to the Mediation
and Security Council.
Article 20 Composition and Mandate of the Council of Elders
The Executive Secretary shall compile annually, a list of eminent personalitieon behalf of ECOWAS, can
use their good offices and experience to play the role of mediators, conciliators and facilitators. The list shall
comprise eminent persons from various segments of society, including women, political, traditional andgeligiou
leaders. The list shall be approved by the Mediation and Security Council at the level of the Heads of State and
Government.
These Personalities shall be requested by the Executive Secretary or the Mediation and Security Council,
whenever the need arise$o deal with a given conflict situation.
Whenever the circumstances require, the Executive Secretary shall assemble eminent personalities from the
approved list who shall now constitute the Council of Elders.
The composition and mandate of the Counciktders shall be defined by the Executive Secretary on the basis of
the missions to be carried out.
Members of the Council of Elders selected to deal with a given situation shall report to the Executive Secretary.
The Executive Secretary shall report te tMediation and Security Council on the initiatives taken in conformity
with the provisions of Paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article
Members of the Council of Elders shall be neutral, impartial and objective in carrying out their mission.
Article 21: Composiin of ECOMOG
The ECOWAS Cedse Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) is a structure composed of severalSyandltipurpose
modules (civilian and military) in their countries of origin and ready for immediate deployment.
Article 22 Role of ECOMOG
ECOMOG is elged, among others, with the following missions:

i Observation and Monitoring;

1 Peacekeeping and restoration of peace;
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Humanitarian intervention in support of humanitarian disaster;

Enforcement of sanctions, including embargo;

Preventive deployment;

Peacebuilding, disarmament and demobilisation;

Policing activities, including the control of fraud and organised crime;

Any other operations as may be mandated by the Mediation and Security Council.

=A =4 -8 -4 -8 9

CHAPTER {8UBREGIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY OBSERVATIONERREMEMARNING)

A subregional peace and security observation system known as the Early Warning System or "The System" is
hereby established for the purposes of conflict prevention and in accordance with Article 58 of the Revised
Treaty. The System shabinsist of:

An Observation and Monitoring Centre located at the Secretariat;

b. Observation and Monitoring Zones within the selgion.

Article 23: Observation and Monitoring Centre

The Observation and Monitoring Centre shall be responsible for datactiolieand analyses and preparation of
reports for the use of the Executive Secretariat.

The Centre shall collaborate with the United Nations Organisation, the Organisation of African Unity, research
centres and all other relevant international regional audbrregional organisations.

Article 24 Observation and Monitoring Zones

Member States shall be divided into zones on the basis of proximity, ease of communication and efficiency. Each
zone shall be identified by a number and each shall have a zonal ledels. The following four (4)
Observation and Monitoring Zones are hereby created:

ZONE N° COUNTRIES ZONAL CAPITAL

1. Cape Verde Banjul
The Gambia
GuineaBissau
Mauritania
Senegal

2. Burkina Faso Ouagadougou
/205 RQL@2ANB
Mali

Niger

3. Ghana Monrovia
Guirea
Liberia
Sierra Leone
4, Benin Cotonou
Nigeria
Togo

The zoning provided for in Paragraph 1 above may be altered, if necessary, by the Authority of Heads of State
and Government.

Each zonal headquarters shall be provided with an office daded under the authority of the Executive
Secretary, through the office of the Deputy Executive Secretary.

13
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Member States hereby undertake to guarantee the freedom of operations of the zonal headquarters in
accordance with the privileges, immunities anasgty to property,assets and staff of the bureas provided

by the ECOWAS General Convention on Privileges and Immunities and the Headquarters Agreement.

The Zonal Bureau shall maintain working relations with the host country and local and internaistibations.

The Zonal Bureashall, on a state by state and d&y-day basis, collect data on indicators that impact on the
peace and security of the zone and the gelgion.

The Zonal Headquarters shall process the data collected and prepare a rdpolt they shall send to the
Observation and Monitoring Centre. Accordingly, each of the Zonal Headquarters shall be directly linked by
appropriate communication means to the Observation and Monitoring Centre.

CHAPTER-YPPLICATION OF THE MECHANISM

Article 25 Conditions for Application

The Mechanism shall be applied in any of the following circumstances:

In cases of aggression or conflict in any Member State or threat thereof;

In case of conflict between two or several Member States;

In case of internalanflict:

that threatens to trigger a humanitarian disaster, or

that poses a serious threat to peace and security in thersgion;

(d) In event of serious and massive violation of human rights and the rule of law.

In the event of an overthrow or attempteaverthrow of a democratically elected government;

Any other situation as may be decided by the Mediation and Security Council.

Article 26 Authority to Initiate

The Mechanism shall be put into effect by any of the following:

Upon the decision of the Alority;

Upon the decision of the Mediation and Security Council;

At the request of a Member State;

On the initiative of the Executive Secretary;

At request of the Organisation of African Unity or the United Nations.

Article 27: Procedure

The Mechanism shidbe applied according to any of the following procedures:

The Executive Secretary shall inform Member States of the Mediation and Security Council and, in consultation
with the Chairman, take all necessary and urgent measures;

The Mediation and SecurityoGncil shall consider several options and decide on the most appropriate course of
action to take in terms of intervention. Such options may include recourse to the Council of Elders, the dispatch
of factfinding missions, political and mediation missi@nsntervention by ECOMOG;

The Mediation and Security Council shall issue a mandate authorising the Executive Secretary to set up a mission
and define its terms of reference;

Where necessary, the Mediation and Security Council shall appoint the prinfijgeks such as the Special
Representative of the Executive Secretary and the ECOMOG Force Commander.

The Chairman of the Mediation and Security Council shall submit a report on the situation to the Organisation of
African Unity and the United Nations;

The Executive Secretariat shall mobilise all the resources required for the operations.

CHAPTER MCONFLICT MANAGEMENT

Article 28: Composite Staru/ Units

Member States hereby agree to make available to ECOMOG units adequate resources for the armgg, air fo
navy, gendarmerie, police and all other military, paramilitary or civil formations necessary for the
accomplishment of the mission.
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Each Member State shall provide ECOMOG with a unit the size of which shall be determined after consultation
with each Member State.

The strengths of these units shall be reviewed according to the situation on the ground.

Article 29: Mandates of the Force and Missions of Deployed Units

Whenever the force is deployed, ttgtrength mandates and missions of the units shallywaccording to the
evolving situation on the ground.

Article 30: Training and Preparation of the Composite Stantnits
The Executive Secretary, through the departments concerned and, in consultation with Member States, shall
contribute to the in trainng of civilian and military personnel that shall be part of the sthpdinits in various
fields, particularly in international humanitarian law and human rights.
In this regard, he shall:
1 support the development of common training programmes and instamcthanuals for national schools
and training centres;.
9 organise training and proficiency courses for personnel of the units in the regional centres in Cote
RQLP2ANB |yR DKIFYyIFT
1 work towards the integration of these centres into stégional centres for thémplementation of this
Mechanism.
¢ GFr1S GKS ySOSaalNB YSIadaNBa T2NJ GKS 2NBAFYA&lI GA2)
operations.
Article 31: Observation Missions
Unarmed civilian and military personnel provided by Member States mayepkykd alone or in conjunction
with armed personnel. They shall, inter alia, supervise and monitor d&ase disarmament, denobilisation,
elections, respect for human rights, humanitarian activities and investigate any complaints or claims brought to
their notice. They shall undertake such other activities under the terms of reference as determined by the
Mediation and Security Council.
The Observer Missions shall report on their activities and findings to the Executive Secretary.

Article 32 Appointment and Functions of the Special Representative

On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary the Mediation and Security Council shall appoint a Special
Representative for eacBperation undertaken by ECOMOG.

The principal role and functions of the Siad&Representative shall include the following:

9 Serve as the Chief of the Mission and shall be responsible for the political orientation of the mission;

91 Direct peacekeeping activities and initiate political and diplomatic negotiations with the parties,
neighbouring States and other Governments involved in conflict resolution;

9 Brief troopcontributing States and other States on the situation and operations of the mission as and
when required;

1 Coordinate activities of the sutegional and international orgasations, including NGOs involved in
humanitarian relief and peaekuilding activities in the mission area. Where necessary, he shall be
assisted by a Deputy responsible for humanitarian affairs;

I Maintain constant contact with and submit regular reportshie Executive Secretary.

Article 33 Appointment and Functions of the ECOMOG Force Commander

On the recommendation of the Executive Secretary an ECOMOG Force Commander shall be appointed by the
Mediation and Security Council arid consultation with the Bfene and Security Commission for each
operation.

The role and functions of the ECOMOG Force Commander shall include the following:

He shall be responsible for the efficiency of operational, administrative and logistical plans of the mission;

He shall isge instructions to contingent commanders for all operational activities.

IS aKIFft SyadaNB (GKS aSOdNRARGeE 2F LISNE2YyySt yR YI{GSN
The ECOMOG Force Commander is accountable to the Executive Secretary, thedBpecial Representative.
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Article 34 The Chain of Command

The Special Representative shall report directly to the Executive Secretary.

The Force Commander shall report to the Executive Secretary through his Special Representative.

All Contingent Comnmalers shall report directly to the Force Commander.

All Civil Units shall report directly to the Special Representative.

Article 35 Role of Member States

In addition to their responsibilities as stipulated by the Treaty and this Protocol:

Each Member Statshall immediately, upon request, release StiydUnits with the necessary equipment and
materiel;

Member States hereby undertake to fully cooperate with ECOWAS in carrying out the mandates of this Protocol,
including all forms of assistance and suppoeguired for the Mechanism, especially as regards the free
movement of ECOMOG within their territories.

CHAPTER VHINANCING OF THE MECHANISM

Article 36: Funding

The Executive Secretariat shall make provision in its annual budget, for funds to finathdées of the
Mechanism. As soon as the Protocol governing conditions for application of the Community Levy enters into
force, a percentage of the said Levy shall be earmarked for these activities.

Special requests for funds shall be made to the Uniatdons and other international agencies.

Funds for operations may also be raised from the OAU, voluntary contributions and grants from bilateral and
multilateral sources.

Avrticle 37: Prérinancing

The States contributing contingents may be invited to bier cost of operations during the first three (3)
months.

ECOWAS shall refund the expenditure incurred by the States within a maximum period of six (6) months and
then proceed to finance the operations.

Article 38: Logistical Support

The organisation ofobistics, including troop transport, shall be determined by the Executive Secretariat in
consultation with the host country and the States contributing troops.

Article 39: Remuneration and Service Conditions

The remuneration and conditions of service o thersonnel shall be determined by the Council of Ministers on
the recommendation of the Mediation and Security Council.

CHAPTER VIHUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
ECOWAS shall take active part in coordinating and conducting humanitarian assistance.
Article 40 Responsibilities of ECOWAS
ECOWAS shall intervene to alleviate the suffering of the populations and restore life to normalcy in the event of
crises, conflict and disaster.
In this regard, ECOWAS shall develop own capacity to efficiently undertake hamaaniactions for the
purposes of conflict prevention and management.
Where the environment of a Member State is gravely devastated, appropriate steps shall be taken to
rehabilitate it.
ECOWAS shall recognise, encourage and support the role of womeninitidtsves for conflict prevention,
management, resolution, peadeeeping and security.
Article 41:Cooperation with Other Organisations
ECOWAS shall cooperate with the following institutions and organisations:

1 national, regional NGOs and religious ongations;

1 Organisation of African Unity, the United Nations and its agencies;

1 other international organisations intervening in the humanitarian sector.
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The ECOMOG unit shall be adequately equipped to undertake humanitarian activities in their missiomdarea

the control of the Special Representative of the Executive Secretary.

ECOMOG shall provide assistance to all national, regional and international agencies, particularly on security
issues.

When necessary, ECOMOG shall coordinate the activities ddititarian agencies in the field.

CHAPTER{REACBUILDING
The Community hereby adopts a graduated strategy for building peace which shall be implemented as a
continuum.

Article 42: ECOWAS Institutional Capacity for P&agkeling
To stem social and gttal upheavals, ECOWAS shall be involved in the preparation, organisation and
supervision of elections in Member States. ECOWAS shall also monitor and actively support the development of
democratic institutions of Member States.
ECOWAS shall endeavourassist Member States emerging from conflicts to increase their capacity for national,
social, economic and cultural reconstruction.
In this regard, all ECOWAS financial institutions shall develop policies to facilitate funding for reintegration and
recondruction programmes.
Article 43: Peac8uilding diring Hostilities
In zones of relative peace, priority shall be accorded to implementation of policies designed to reduce
degradation of social and economic conditions arising from conflicts.
Article 44: Peee-building at the End of Hostilities
To assist Member States that have been adversely affected by violent conflicts, ECOWAS shall undertake the
following activities:
1 Consolidation of the peace that has been negotiated;
9 Establishment of conditions for th@olitical, social and economic reconstruction of the society and
governmental institutions;
1 Implementation of disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration programmes including those for
child soldiers;
1 Resettlement and reintegration of refugees and int&ip displaced persons;
9 Assistance to vulnerable persons, including children, the elderly, women and other traumatised groups
in the society.
Article 45: Restoration of Political Authority
In situations where the authority of government is absent or hasnbgeriously eroded, ECOWAS shall support
processes towards the restoration of political authority. Such support may include the preparation, organisation,
monitoring and management of the electoral process, with the cooperation of relevant regional and
international organisations. The restoration of political authority shall be undertaken at the same time as the
development of respect for human rights, enhancement of the rule of law and the judiciary.

CHAPTER-3UBREGIONAL SECURITY

Article 46: Control bTransBorder Crime

In order to facilitate the control of trarborder crime, ECOWAS shall promote close cooperation among the
security services of Member States.

The security services of Member States shall assist one another and ensure proper camrdioatihe
apprehension of criminals.

Member States shall establish specialised departments withiir théistries of Justice, Defemsaand Security
with trained personnel and communication equipment for coordination and centralisation of cooperation
matters in particular, mutual assistance in criminal matters, and extradition requests.
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Member States shall supply the Executive Secretariat with documents setting out the details of criminal
procedures in their countries. The information provided by Membextest shall include a summary of the
criminal process, from beginning to end, and shall outline what is needed for each State to grant a request for
mutual assistance, extradition or the restraint or forfeiture of proceeds of crime. Member States shall also
provide all the contract particulars for their national units and exchange information concerning any other
relevant authorities and provide updated lists of the said units. The information shall be translated and
circulated by the ECOWAS Secretariat llottee specialised units (Central authorities) established to handle
requests and other related matters that may arise in the course of implementation.
With a view to strengthening national legal instruments on mutual legal assistance and extraditiorakimg) m
them more functional and efficient, all Member States shall harmonize their domestic law in accordance with
the relevant ECOWAS Conventions on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition. Member States
undertake to adopt a convention to irminate and make punishable the most commonly committed crimes in
the subregion.
Member States shall keep statistics, in particular, on the number of mutual legal assistance and extradition
requests received and sent, as well as results obtained. Thedeadso be periodic meetings of the specialised
departments of he Ministries of Justice, Defemsand Security and theterpol National Central Buredor the
purpose of exchanging information on past orgoing cases and on measures aimed at improgouperation.
Member States shall develop simplified restitution procedures for vehicles and other stolen objects seized by the
requested State.
The judicial and police authorities of ECOWAS Member States shall consider the red notices published by the
ICR>-Interpol at the request of an ECOWAS Member State as valid requests for provisional arrest for the
purpose of Article 22 of the ECOWAS Convention on Extradition.
Member States shall establish a special fund for detected proceeds of crime. This fund assed for
preventive and criminal justice response to, inter alia, transder crime and drug trafficking. Member States
shall also give consideration to the establishment of confiscated asset management offices, where required.
Legislation on forfeituref proceeds of crime in Member State shall be applicable to all crimes.
ECOWAS shall establish a Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Centre (ECPCJS) to serve as focal point f
mutual legal assistance. The Centre shall be part of the Legal Departntbimt BCOWAS. This ECPCJC shall
assist in linking up ECOWAS Member States teE@BWAS Member States in Mutual Assistance Matters. It
shall also serve as a supervisory power to ensure that countries implement conventions they sign.
Article 47 Coordinationof Policies
The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for the coordination and implementation of all decisions relating to
subregional security.
Article 48: AntiCorruption Measures
To eradicate corruption within their territories and in the stdgion, ECOWAS and its Member States shall
promote transparency, accountability and good governance.
Article 49: Measuresgainst Money Laundering
The ECOWAS Secretariat and Member States shall adopt strategiesnibating the problem of money
laundering, byextending the scope of offences, enabling the confiscation of laundered proceeds and illicit funds
and easing bank secrecy laws within and outside theregtmn.
Article 50: Control of the Proliferation of Small Arms
While taking into accourthe legitimae national defene and security needs, and those of international peace
keeping operations, ECOWAS shall establish effective measures to:

9 control the importation, exportation, manufacture and eradicate the flow of small arms.

9 register and control the moweent and use of legitimate arms stock;

1 detect, collect and destroy all illicit weapons;

1 encourage Member States to collect and destroy all surplus weapons.
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Article 51: Preventive Measuregjainst the lllegal Circulatiasf Small Arms

ECOWAS shall take #ie necessary measures to combat illicit trafficking and circulation of small arms. These
measures shall include:

developing a culture of peace;

training for military, security and police forces;

enhance weapons control at border posts;

establishment of @latabase and regional arms register;

collection and destruction of surplus and illegal weapons;

facilitating dialogue with producers and suppliers;

reviewing and harmonising national legislation and administrative procedures;

mobilising resources.

ECOWAShall strengthen its institutional and operational capabilities and those of its Member States for the
effective implementation of the measures mentioned in Paragraph 1 above.

¢KS 9ESOdziA @S { StoNBliticaNHKfdirs] Defersantl SkcnlisNa$ goordinate and monitor
implementation of all programmes and activities and shall analyse information from the zonal headquarters.

In order to promote and ensure coordination of concrete measures at national level, Member States shall, in
accordancewith guidelines adopted by ECOWAS, establish national commissions made up of representatives of
the relevant authorities and the civil society.

At the beginning of any ECOMOG peacekeeping operations, all dedicated light weapons and ammunition shall be
dedared to the Executive Secretariat so as to ensure their effective control as well as removal upon completion
of the operations.

All weapons collected during any disarmament exercise shall be destroyed.

=4 =4 -8 8 8 -8 8 9

CHAPTER XICOOPERATION WITH THE ORGANISATION OAXNFRINITY, UNITED NATIONS AND
OTHERINTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

Article 52: Cooperation

In pursuit of its objectives, ECOWAS shall cooperate with the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), the United
Nations Organisation (UNO) and other relevant internatiamganisations.

In the implementation of this Mechanism, ECOWAS shall fully cooperate with the OAU Mechanism for Conflict
Prevention, Management and Resolution.

In accordance with Chapters VII and VIII of the United Nations Charter, ECOWAS shall infdmite¢hBations

of any military intervention undertaken in pursuit of the objectives of this Mechanism.

CHAPTER X8PECIAL PROVISIONS

Article 53: Abrogation

The provisions of this Protocol shall replace all the provisions of the ECOWAS Protocadl teldfintual
Assistance in Defeassighed on 29 May 1981, which are in conflict with the spirit of this Protocol.

The provisions of the Protocol on Némgression signed on 22 April, 1978, which are incompatible with those of
the present Protocol are hereleclared null and void.

Undertakings devolving from the provisions of this Protocol shall not be interpreted as being against the spirit of
Conventions or Agreements between one Meml&ate and a third State; provided such Conventions and
Agreements areansistent with the spirit of this Protocol, otherwise, such provisions are null and void.

Article 54: Rationalisation of Subregional Institutions

ECOWAS shall take necessary measures to rationalise all mechanisms, institutions and organs @éthensub
having similar aims and objectives with this Mechanism.

To this end, ANAD may be transformed into a specialised agency of ECOWAS.
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CHAPTER XIGENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 55: Amendments

Any Member State may submit proposals for the amendmemewision of this Protocol.

Any such proposals shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary who shall notify other Member States not later
than thirty days after the receipt of such proposals. Amendments or revisions shall not be considered by the
AuthoA G & dzyf Saa aSYoSN) {GFGSa akKltf KIFI@S 0SSy 3IABSyYy |
Amendments or revisions shall be adopted by the Authority.

Article 56: Withdrawal

Any Member State wishing to withdraw from this Protocol shall give ayeae written noice to the Executive
Secretary who shall inform Member States thereof. At the end of this period of one year, if such notice is not
withdrawn, such a State shall cease to be a party to the Protocol.

During the period of one year referred to in the precagliparagraph, such a Member State shall nevertheless
continue to observe the provisions of this Protocol and discharge its obligations thereunder.

Article 57: Entry into Force

This Protocol shall enter into force provisionally upon signature by Headatefeé®d Government. Accordingly,
signatory Member States and the Executive Secretariat hereby undertake to start implementing all provisions of
this Mechanism upon signature.

This Protocol shall definitely enter into force upon ratification by at leas (®) signatory States in accordance
with the constitutional procedures of each Member State.

Article 58: Depository Authority

This Protocol and all instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Executive Secretariat which shall
transmit certifed true copies to all Member States and notify them of the dates of deposit of instruments of
ratification by the Member States and shall register it with the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), as well as
the United Nations (UN) and any other Organisatis may be decided by the Council.
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IN FAITH THEREOF,

WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUN
WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) HAVE SIGNED THIS PROTOCOL. IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE El
FRENCH AND PORTUGJESNGUAGES, ALL TEXTS, BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.

DONE AT LOME, THISHDAY OF DECEMBER, 1999

H.E. Mathieu KEREKOU H. E Blaise COMPAORE
President of the Republif Benin President of Faso

Chairman, Council of Ministers of Burkifaso
Hon. Alexandre is MONTEIRO H.E Henri Konan BEDIE

Minister of Commerce, Industryand Energy For t NBAARSY(G 2F wSLlztAO
and on behalf of th President of Cabo Verde
H.E. Mrs Isatou NHEAIDY H.E. FItLt. Jerry John RAWLINGS
VicePresident, President of the Republm@f Ghana
Secretary of State for Health, Labour,

Social VB f FIF NB YR 22YSyQa !
For and on behalf of the Presiderdf the
Republic of The Gambia

Hon. Zainoul Abidine SANOUSSI Hon. José Pereira BATISTA

Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Minister of Foreign Affairand International

t NEBAaARSY(iQa onfbehad 8f the 2 NJ Cooperation

President of the Republic of Guinea For and on behalf of the Presidemtf the
Republic of GuineBissau

Hon. Enoch DOGOLEAH H.E. Alpha Oumar®NARE

VicePresident President of the Republic of

For and on bhalf of the Presidendf Liberia Mali

Hon. Sidi Mohamed Ould BOUBACAR H.E. Squadron LeadeabudaMalam WANKE

President of the Council for National Minister, SecretanGeneral at the Presidency

Reconciliation, Head of State of thislamic For and on behalf of the President of the

Republic of Mauritania Republic of Niger

H.E. Olusegun OBASANJO H.E. Abdou DIOUF

President, Commandén-Chief of the Armed President of the Republiof Senegal

Forces of the Feder&epublic of Nigeria

H.E. Ahmad Tejan KABBAH H.E. Gnassingbé EYADEMA

President of the Republif Sierra Leone President of the Togoledgepublic
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B. Protocol A/SP/ 12/ 01 on Democracy and Goodvérnance
supplementary to the Protocol Rating to the Mechanism for Gnflict
Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security

Executive Secretary
Dakar, December 2001

PREAMBLE

We, the Heads of State and Government of the Member States of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS),

MINDFULof the ECOWAS Treaty signed in Cotonou dhigly 1993, notably its Article 58;

MINDFUL of the Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution,
Peacekeeping and Security signed in Lomé ShDidlember 1999;

CONSIDERIN&H the issues enumerated or reaffirmed in the preamble to Bretocol of 10th December 1999
referred to above;

MINDFULof the principles set out in the OAU Solemn Declaration on Security, Stability, Development and
Cooperation inAfrica adopted in Abuja on 8 and 9 May 2000 and the Decision AHG. DERX1420( the

F NI Y S g2 NJ redcidiib imtohstrdtional change of government, adopted by Algiers in July 1999;
CONSIDERINBe Harare Declaration adopted by the Commonwealth2@December 1991 and the Bamako
Declaration adopted by the member countriestioé Francophonie on 3 Novemb2000;

CONSIDERIN&so the Cotonou Declaration adopted on 6 December 2000 at the end of the 4th international
conference on new or restored demmacies;

RECALLING K i 62YSyQa NAIKGaA KIGS 0SSy NBO23IyAl SR FyR
instruments, notably the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the African Charter on Human and Peoples
Rights and the Convention on the Eliminatiaf all forms of Discrimination Against Women;

MINDFULof the ratification of the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights and other international human
rights instruments by the majority of the Member States and their solemn commenit to eliminate dlforms of
discrimination and harmful practices against women;

CONCERNEDout the increasing wave of international terrorism;

CONCERNERIso about the increasing incidence of conflicts caused by religious intolerance, political
marginalisation and notransparent elections;

HAVING OBSERVEDat to become really effective, the Protocol of 10 December 1999 needs to be
complemented through the incorporation of provisions concerning issues such as prevention of internal crises,
democracy and good governandbe rule of law, and human rights;

HAVING DECIDED enhance the ECOWAS Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution,
Peacekeeping and Security;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

DEFINITIONS

The terms and expressions used in the present SupplemePRtatpcol have the same meanings as those used

in the Protocol of 10th December 1999.

The list of definitions is completed as follows:

Greatt  YSEFya (GKS wSOA&ASR ¢NBFrdGe 2F GKS 902y2YAO [/ 2YY
Cotonou on 24th Jyl1993;
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Protocok  YSFya (GKS tNR(G202f NBtlFiGAy3a (G2 (GKS aSOKIyAay
Peacekeeping anBecurity, signed in Lonun 10" December 1999;

éSupplementary Protocél Y SIFya (GKS tNRG202t 2y 5 Suipfe@énta® o the Yy R D
Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and
Security;

Communié  YSFya (GKS 902y2YAO /2YYdzyAide 2F 2SadG ! FNRC
paragraph 2 of Article 2 ohe Treaty;
Member Staté  Mbidbér States YSIFya F aSYOSNI {dFGS 2NJ aSYOoSNI {{l

paragraph 2 of Article 2 of the Treaty;

dCommunity citizen or citizer's YSIFya ye ylFOaA2ylFfo6a0 27F aSpuaedih { GF §
the Protocol defining Community citizenship;

¢Courtof Justicé YSIya GKS /2dzNIi 2F WdZAGAOS 2F GKS /2YYdzy Al
GAuthority¢ Y SIFya (GKS ! dzikK2NAdGe 2F | SIRa 2F {dF (Westt yR D
African States established by Article 7 of the Treaty;

Mediation and Security Counéil YSIFya GKS aSRAFGA2Y YR {SOdaNAGe /
Protocaol;

dDefene and Security Commissién Y S| y a {dodSesudyrryinisSion asfihed in Article 18 of the

Protocaol;

6Executive Secreta®y Y Sl ya GKS 9/ h21{ 9ESOdziA @S {SONBII NB | LL
Treaty;

6Executive Secretariat YSFya GKS 9ESOdziA @S { SONBGFNALFG SadlofAaa
Article 17 of the Treaty;

6Deputy Executive Secretaly YSI ya& G(GKS 5SLidzié e & Odiical AfSirs, DEeasdd (i | NB
Security as referred to in Article 16 of the Protocol;

GECOMO& YStya GKS DPDAMB! 42y StaNEAYy 3 DNRdzZLIZ 6 KA OdtiorD2 y & i /
force as defined in Article 21 of the Protocol relating to the Mechanism etc;

GArmed Forces Ay Of dzZRS& (G KS | N¥YezI | ANFMNOEE bKPec2t YBSDSHRK
National Guards and other Forces assigned with Security.

Chapter 1- PRINCIPLES

The provisions of this chapter complement and clarify the principles set out in Article 2 of the Protocol of 10th

December 1999.

SECTION 1: CONSTITUTIONAL CONVERGENCE PRINCIPLES

Article 1

The following shall be declared as constituibprinciples shared by all Member States:

a)

ASeparation of powers the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary.

AEmpowerment and strengthening of parliaments and guarantee of parliamentary immunity.

Alndependence of the Judiciary: Judges shall be indeperidehe discharge of their duties.

AThe freedom of the members of the Bar shall be guaranteed; without prejudice to their penal or disciplinary

responsibility in the event of contempt of court or breaches of the common law.

b) Every accession to power mus made through free, fair and transparent elections.

c) Zero tolerance for power obtained or maintained by unconstitutional means.

d) Popular participation in decisiamaking, strict adherence to democratic principles and decentralization of
power at all évels of governance.

e) The armed forces must be apolitical and must be under the command of a legally constituted political
authority; no serving member of the armed forces may seek to run for elective political.
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f) Secularism and neutrality of the State all matters relating to religion; freedom for each individual to
practise, within the limits of existing laws, the religion of his/her choice everywhere on the national territory.
The secularism shall extend to all parts of the State, but shall noivéefire State of the right to regulate, with

due respect to human rights, the different religions practiced on the national territory or to intervene when law
and order break down as a result of any religious activity.

g) The State and all its institutioelong to all the citizens; therefore none of their decisions and actions shall
involve any form of discrimination, be it on an ethnic, racial, religion or regional basis.

hy ¢KS NAIKGA aSd 2dzi Ay GKS ! FNROI y inferiidtiondl @awdin@nts | dzY I
shall be guaranteed in each of the ECOWAS Member States; each individual or organization shall be free to have
recourse to the common or civil law courts, a court of special jurisdiction, or any other national institution
establshed within the framework of an international instrument on Human Rights, to ensure the protection of
his/her rights. In the absence of a court of special jurisdiction, the present Supplementary Protocol shall be
regarded as giving the necessary powersdmmon or civil law judicial bodies.

i) Political parties shall be formed and shall have the right to carry out their activities freely, within the limits
of the law. Their formation and activities shall not be based on ethnic, religious, regional dcons@erations.

They shall participate freely and without hindrance or discrimination in any electoral process. The freedom of
the opposition shall be guaranteefEach Member State may adopt a system for financing political parties, in
accordance with dteria set under the law.

i) The freedom of association and the right to meet and organize peaceful demonstrations shall also be
guaranteed.

k) The freedom of the press shall be guaranteed.

I) All former Heads of State shall enjoy a special status inguieedom of movement. They shall enjoy
special benefits compatible to their status as former Heads of State.

SECTION:. EELECTIONS

Article 2

1. No substantial modification shall be made to the electoral laws in the last six (6) months before the elections,
except with the consent of a majority of Political actors.

2. All the elections shall be organized on the dates or at periods fixed by the Constitution or the electoral laws.
3. Member States shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that women have @falwith men to vote

and be voted for in elections, to participate in the formulation of government policies and the implementation
thereof and to hold public offices and perform public functions at all levels of governance.

Article3

The bodies resporisie for organizing the elections shall be independent or neutral and shall have the
confidence of all the political actors. Where necessary, appropriate national consultations shall be organized to
determine the nature and the structure of the bodies.

Article 4

1. Each ECOWAS Member State shall ensure the establishment of a reliable registry of births and deaths. A
central registry shall be established in each Member State.

2. Member States shall cooperate in this area with a view to exchanging experienceshanel mecessary
LINE GARAY3A GSOKYAOIFE laaradlyoS G2 SFOK 20KSNJ Ay (KS
Article 5

¢tKS @20SNBRQ fAraita akKlFftf 0SS LINBLINBR Ay I (NI yaLl NB:
parties and voters who mayave access to them whenever the need arises.

Article 6
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The preparation and conduct of elections and the announcement of results shall be done in a transparent
manner.

Article 7
Adequate arrangements shall be made to hear and dispose of all petititattngeto the conduct of elections
and announcement of results.

Article 8
Member States shall use the services of civil society organizations involved in electoral matters to educate and
enlighten the public on the need for peaceful elections devoidlact of violence.

Article 9
The party and/or candidate who loses the elections shall concede defeat to the political party and/or candidate
finally declared the winner, following the guidelines and within the deadline stipulated by the law.

Article 10
All holders of power at all levels shall refrain from acts of intimidation or harassment against defeated
candidates or their supporters.

SECTION II: ELECTION MONITORING AND ECOWAS ASSISTANCE

Article 11
The provisions of Article 42 of the Protocol of H@ecember 1999 hereby complemented by the provisions
under this section.

Article 12

1. Atthe request of any Member State, ECOWAS may provide assistance in the conduct of any election.

2. Such assistance may take any form.

3. Also, ECOWAS may dispatch a monitpteam to the country concerned for the purpose of monitoring the
elections.

4. The decision in this respect shall be taken by the Executive Secretary.

Article 13
1. As elections in a Member State approach, the Executive Secretary shall dispatctiirrdfagtMission to
the Member State conducting an election.
2. This mission may be followed by an exploratory Mission aimed at:
AcCollecting all texts governing the elections concerned;
AGathering all information on the conditions under which the elections shall beunted;
AcCollecting all pertinent information relating to the contesting candidates or political parties;
AMeeting all candidates, political party leaders, government authorities and other competent bodies;
AAssessing the status of preparations for the elewio
AGathering any other useful information that may provide a clear picture of the situation.

Article 14

1. The Executive Secretary shall appoint the leader and the members of the Observer/Supervisory Mission, who
shall be independent persons and Nationaldviember States other than the Member State conducting the
Elections.

The Members of the Mission shall include women.

3. Staff of the Executive Secretariat shall be designated to assist the Mission.

N
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Article 15

1. The Observer/Supervisory Mission, with the doeumts collected by the exploratory Mission and the report
prepared by the Mission, shall arrive in the Member State concerned at leastdigity hours prior to the
conduct of the elections.

2. The Observer/Supervisory Mission may be preceded by ECOWASvBtedhall prepare the meetings to be
held between the Mission and the national authorities.

3. The Mission shall be expected to hold consultations with the relevant authorities of the host government for
an exchange of views and in order to determine the moéldeployment in the host Member State.

4. It may establish cooperation links with NGO or any other observer team while maintaining its autonomy.

5. The members of the Mission shall show restraint and refrain from making any individual statement. Any
statementshall be made collectively and on behalf of the Mission by the team leader or a spokesperson
appointed for this purpose.

Article 16
1. The Mission shall remain in the country throughout the election period and until the election results are
announced.
2.  The Mssion shall also submit a report to the Executive Secretary.
3. The Report shall comprise:
ACKS aAidarzyQa 2¢y 20aSNBIFGAZ2YyaAT
AStatements by witnesses;
Alts assessment of the conduct of the elections from the point of view of the national laws governing the
electons and the universal principles in electoral matters;
Alts recommendations for the improvement of the conduct of future elections and monitoring Missions.

Article 17

1. ¢ KS hoaSNISNk{ dzZLISNIDA&2NER aAaahi
iKS 9ESOdziA@S {SONBiGIFINER o0&
accomplishment of the Mission.

2. Before leaving the host country, the Mission shall convene a consultative meeting for the prepardtien of

report.

3. Any member of the Mission, who is unable to attend the meeting, shall submit a report in writing to the
alaaizyQa fSFRSNIOST2NB tSFH@Ay3a (GKS O2dzy i NE o

4. ECOWAS Staff shall assist the Mission in the preparation of the report.

y Qa NI ha2l Sbmittekto f £ 0
arhaarzyQa €SIFRSNJ

c
N

Article 18

The reportshall be forwarded by the Executive Secretary, together with his own observations, if necessary, to
the Mediation and Security Council for recommendations to be made to the country concerned and/or to all
Member States, and for measures to be taken, whezeessary.

SECTION IV: THE ROLE OF THE ARMED FORCES, THE POLICE AND THE SECURITY FORCES IN A DEMOCI
Article 19

1. The armed forces and police shall be rartisan and shall remain loyal to the nation. The role of the
armed forces shall be to defend tliedependence and the territorial integrity of the State and its democratic
institutions.

2. The police and other security agencies shall be responsible for the maintenance of law and order and the
protection of persons and their properties.

3. The armed forceghe police and other security agencies shall participate in ECOMOG missions as provided
for in Article 28 of the Protocol.
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4. They may also, on the decision of the constitutionally constituted authorities, participate in peacekeeping
missions under the ausgs of the African Union or the United Nations.
5. Members of the armed forces may be drafted to participate in national development projects.

Article 20

1. The armed forces, the police and other security agencies shall be under the authority of legally mhstitu
civilian authorities.

2. The civilian authorities shall respect the apolitical nature of the armed forces and police. All political or
trade union activities and propaganda shall be forbidden in the barracks and within the armed forces.

Article 21
The amed and security forces personned aitizensshall be entitled to all the rights set out in the constitution,
except as may be stated otherwise in their special regulations.

Article 22

1. The use of arms to disperse nwiolent meetings or demonstrations al be forbidden. Whenever a
demonstration becomes violent, only the use of minimal and/or proportionate force shall be authorized.

2. All cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment shall be forbidden.

3. The security forces, while carrying out investigations, Istaldisturb or arrest family members or relations
of the person presumed guilty or suspected of having committed an offence.

Article 23

1. The armed forces, the police and other security agencies shall during their training receive instructions on
the Constution of their country, ECOWAS principles and regulations, human rights, humanitarian law and
democratic principles. In this regard, seminars and meetings bringing together members of the armed forces,
Police and other Security agencies and other sasctdrsociety shall be organized from time to time.

2. Joint training sessions shall also be arranged for members of the armed forces from different ECOWAS
countries, the police, other security forces, university dons and members of the civil society.

Article 24

1. The Member States undertake to strengthen their national agencies responsible for preventing and
combating terrorism.

2. In accordance with Articles 3(d) and 16(1) of the Protocol, the Department of Political Affairs, Defence and
Security of the ExecutivBecretariat shall initiate joint activities for the national agencies of Member States in
charge of preventing and combating terrorism.

SECTION:VPOVERTY ALLEVIATION AND PROMOTION OF SOCIALDIALOGUE
Article 25
Member States agree that poverty alleviatiand promotion of social dialogue are important factors for peace.

Article 26
Member States undertake to provide the basic human needs of their populations.

Article 27
Member States undertake to fight poverty effectively in their respective countrigsvéthin the Community,
especially by:

ACreating an environment conducive to private investment and the development of a dynamic and
competitive private sector;
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AProviding the instruments necessary for the enhancement of job creation and for the developtre
social sector as a matter of priority;

AEnsuring equitable distribution of resources and income in order to consolidate national unity and solidarity;

AEnhancing the integration of economic, financial and banking activities through harmonizatiommgcdial

and financial laws and establishment of Community rmational corporations.

Article 28

1. Employers associations and trade unions shall be organized and/or strengthened in each Member State and
at the regional level of ECOWAS.

2. Member States shafpromote social dialogue. In this regard, employers associations and workers unions
shall meet regularly among themselves and with political and administrative authorities with a view to
preventing social conflict.

3. There shall be associations of farmemisans and artists in each Member

4. State and at the subegional level of ECOWAS.

SECTION VEDUCATION, CULTURE AND RELIGION
Article 29
Education, culture and religion are essential factors for peace, stability and development in each Member State.

Article 30
1. There shall be regular exchanges of students and academics between Member States.
2.  Community institutions shall be established to provide training for students from theegibn.
3.
Aln accordance with Article 36 of the Protocol, the Executive Sarga¢tshall, from now on, provide
budgetary allocations for immediate funding of the programmes as contained in this Article.
AEach Member State shall in the shortest possible time also make a contribution for theftaked
implementation of the programms contained in this Article.
AA percentage of the Community levy shall be allocated for the establishment of a fund for the
implementation of the activities outlined in this Article.
4. 1 LIRfAOCE (2 LINRY23GS 62YSyQa SRdaning ghallybe dddpted dnd f S ¢
implemented in each Member State and at the level of ECOWAS.
5. Member States shall guarantee women equal rights with men in the field of education and in particular,
shall ensure the same conditions for career and vocationalagugie, access to the same curricula, access to
opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants. They shall also ensure the elimination of
stereotyped concepts of roles of men and women at all levels and in all forms of education.

Article 31

1. The culture of every group of people in each Member State shall be respected and developed.

2. The Executvie Secretary shall take the necessary measures to organize, within tegisnob periodic
inter-state cultural events: festivals of arts and cuéusymposia, various cultural events on literature, music,
arts, and sports.

3. Member States undertake to take measures to eliminate or prevent religious conflicts and to promote
religious tolerance and harmony. To this end, permanent structures for cotisntaamong the different
religions on the one hand and between the different religions and the State on the other hand, shall be
established at national levels.

4. The Executive Secretary shall take the necessary measures to promote, through periodic sneeting
consultations among the religious organizations of Member States.
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SECTION VII: RULE OF LAW, HUMAN RIGHTS ANKGRERNANCE

Article 32

Member States agree that good governance and press freedom are essential for preserving social Justice,
preventingconflict, guaranteeing political stability and peace and for strengthening democracy.

Article 33

1. Member States recognize that the rule of law involves not only the promulgation of good laws that are in
conformity with the provisions on human rights, butsa a good judicial system, a good system of
administration, and good management of the State apparatus.

2. They are also convinced that a system that guarantees smooth running of the State and its administrative
and judicial services, contributes to the Coliation of the rule of law.

Article 34

1. Member States and the Executive Secretariat shall endeavour to adopt at national and regional levels,
practical modalities for the enforcement of the rule of law, human rights, justice and good governance.

2. Member %ates shall ensure accountability, professionalism, transparency, and expertise in the public and
private sectors.

Article 35

1. Member States shall establish independent national institutions to promote and protect human rights.

2. The Executive Secretariatadhtake measures to strengthen their capacities. The institutions shall be
organized into a regional network.

Within the framework of this network, each national institution shall systematically submit to the Executive
Secretariat, any report on human hig violations observed on its territory.

Such reports and reactions of governments shall be widely dissemittat@agh the most appropriate means.

Article 36
Member States shall institutionalize a national mediation system.

Article 37

1. Each Member Statshall work towards ensuring pluralism of the information sector and the development
of the media.

2. Each Member State may give financial assistance to privatefyed media. The distribution and allocation
of such assistance shall be done by an Independatibnal body or by a body freeigstituted by the journalists
themselves.

Article 38

1. Member States undertake to fight corruption and manage their national resources in a transparent manner,
ensuring that they are equitably distributed.

2. In this regard, Mmber States and the Executive Secretariat undertake to establish appropriate
mechanisms to address issues of corruption within the Member States and at the Community level.

Article 39

Protocol A/P1/7/91 adopted in Abuja on 6 July 1991 relating to the r@amity Court of Justice, shall be
reviewed so as to give the Court the power to hear, irgha, cases relating to violations of human rights, after
all attempts to resolve the matter at the national level have failed.
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SECTION VIII: WOMEN, CHILDRENTANDYOUTH

Article 40

Member States agree that the development and promotion of the welfare of women are essential factors for
development, progress and peace in the society. Consequently, they undertake to eliminate all forms of
discrimination and harmfudnd degrading practices against women.

Article 41

1. aSYoOSN) {GlFrdSa akKlFff 3dzZ NIyiSS OKAftRNBYyQa NARIKGaA |
2. Special laws shall be enacted in each Member State and at the level of the Community against child
trafficking and bild prostitution.

3. The Community shall adopt laws and regulations on Child Labour in line with the provisions of the
International Labour Organizations (ILO).

Article 42
1. Member States shall agree on rules to be adopted on the training and developmédra pbuth.
2. Uniform laws shall be adopted within the Community to prevent and handle cases of juvenile delinquency.

Article 43

The Executive Secretariat shall put in place all necessary structures within its establishment to ensure the
effective implementaibn of common policies and programmes relating to the education and the promotion of
the welfare of women and youth.

Chapter  MODALITIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION AND SANCTIONS

Article 44

1. This Article complements the provisions of Chapter V of the Protoddi'bbecember 1999.

2. In order to give full force to the provision of Article 28 of this Supplementary Protocol and in accordance
with Article 57 of the Treaty, a legal convention Incorporating, if need be, Convention A/P1/7/91 relating to
mutual assistancén criminal matters, and the Convention A/P1/8/94 on Extradition shall be Elaborated and
adopted not later than twelve months after the entry into force of this Supplementary Protocol.

Article 45
1. In the event that democracy is abruptly brought to an dmg any means or where there is massive
violation of Human Rights in a Member State, ECOWAS may impose sanctions on the State concerned.
2. The sanctions which shall be decided by the Authority, may take the following forms, in increasing order of
severity:
ARefusal to support the candidates presented by the Member State concerned for elective posts in
international organizations;
ARefusal to organize ECOWAS meetings in the Member State concerned;
ASuspension of the Member State concerned from all ECOWAS dewasiog bodies. During the period of
the suspension the Member State shall be obliged to pay its dues for the period.
3. During the period of suspension, ECOWAS shall continue to monitor, encourage and support the efforts
being made by the suspended Membert8tt return to normalcy and constitutional order.
4. On the recommendation of the Mediation and Security Council, a decision may be taken at the appropriate
time to proceed as stipulated in Article 45 of the Protocol of 10th December 1999.

Chapter IH GENRAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 46

This Suppplementary Protocol shall form an integral part of the Protocol relating to the Mechanism for Conflict
Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peacekeeping and Security, signed in Lome on 10th December 1999.
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Article 47 AMENDEMENTS

1. Any Member State may submit proposals for the amendment or revision of this Supplementary Protocol.

2. Any such proposals shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary who shall notify other Member States not
later than thirty days after theeceipt of such proposals. Amendments or revisions shall not be considered by
GKS ! dziK2NA(G&z dzyt Sda aSYoSNI {dGFrdiSa aKlft KIFI@S o6SSy
3.  Amendments or revisions shall be adopted by the Authority.

Article 48 WITHDRAWA

1. Any Member State wishing to withdraw from this Supplementary Protocol shall give -geanenritten

notice to the Executive Secretary who shall inform Member States thereof. At the end of this period of one year,
if such notice is not withdrawn, such &t shall cease to be a party to this Supplementary Protocol.

2. During the period of one year referred to in the preceding paragraph, such a Member Sate shall
nevertheless continue to observe the provisions of this Supplementary Protocol and discharbbgasioms
thereunder.

Article 49 ENTRY INTO FORCE
This Supplementary Protocol shall enter into force upon ratification by at least nine (9) signatory States in
accordance with the constitutional procedures of each Member State.

Article 50 DEPOSITORMUTHORITY

This Supplementary Protocol and all instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Executive Secretariat
which shall transmit certified true copies to all Member States and notify them of the dates of deposit of
instruments of ratificabn by the Member States and shall register it with the Organization of African Unity
(OAU)/African Union (AU), as well as the United Nations (UN) and any other organization as may be decided by
the Council.

IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AMNRNMNEENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMEN
PROTOCOL, IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES, ALL TEX’
EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.
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DONE INDAKAR ON THISZ DAY OF DECEMBER 2001

H.E. Mathieu KEREKOU
President of the Republic of BENIN

H.E. Blaise COMPAORE
President of FASO
Chairman of the Council of Ministers

H.E. Jose Maria Pereira NEVES
Prime Minister and Head of Government of the
Republic of CAPVERDE

H.E. Abou Drahamane SANGARE
Minister of Foreign Affairs, for and on behalf of the
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H.E. Yahya A.J.J. JAMMEH
President of the Republic of the GAMBIA

H.E. John Agyekum KUFUOR
President of the Republaf GHANA

H.E. Lamine SIDIME
Prime Minister of the Republic of GUINEA

H.E. Koumba Yala Kobde NHANCA
President of the Republic of GUINEA BISSAU

H.E. Monie R. CAPTAN
Minister of Foreign Affairs, for and on behalf of
the President of the Republic bfBERIA

H.E. Alpha Oumar KONARE
President of the Republic of MALI

H.E. Mindaoudou Aichatou (Mrs)
Minister of Foreign Affairs, for and on behalf of
the President of the Republic of NIGER

H.E. Olusegun OBASANJO
President and Commandén-chief of Arned Forces of
the Federal Republic of NIGERIA

H.E. Abdoulaye WADE
President of the Republic of SENEGAL

H.E. Alhaji Dr. Ahmad Tejan KABBAH
President of the Republic of SIERRA LEONE

H.E. Gnassingbe EYADEMA
President of the TOGOLESE Republic
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C. ECOWAS Conventiam Smal Arms and Light Weapons,
their Ammunition and other Related Mterials

PREAMBLE

We, the Heads of State and Government of the Member States of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS);

Mindful of Articles 7, 8, and 8f ECOWAS Revised Treaty relating to the creation, composition and function of
the Conference of Heads of State and Government:

MINDFULof Article 58 of the revised ECOWAS Treaty relating to Regional Security which stipulates that Member
States undertaketo work to safeguard and consolidate relations conducive to the maintenance of peace,
stability and security within the region and to establish and strengthen appropriate mechanisms for the timely
prevention and resolution of conflicts;

MINDFULof Article77 of the Treaty relating to sanctions applicable in cases where a Member State fails to fulfil
its obligations to the Community;

MINDFULof the relevant provisions of the Protocol on the Community Court of Justice adopted on 16 July 1991,
the ECOWAS comviions on mutual legal assistance and extradition, signed respectively in Dakar on 29 July
1992 and Abuja on 6 August 1994;

MINDFULof the Protocol on Notaggression signed in Lagos on 22 April 1978 and the Piotoc®utual
Assistance in DefeasMatterssigned in Freetown on 29 May 1981, and more particularly our determination to
provide mutual assistance in defemsnatters in the event of armed aggression or threat of aggression against a
Member State;

RECALLINte principles of the Charter of the UndeNations, particularly the principle that States shall have
the right to defend themselves both individually and collectively, the principle ofim@nvention and non
interference in internal affairs of another State, and the principle that each Mersib&it avoid recourse to the
threat or use of force;

RECALLIN&so the relevant provisions of the Constitutive Act of the African Union, including the decision by the
Executive Council of the African Union requesting the African Union Commission to tassary measures to
establish a legal instrument to prevent, combat and eradicate illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in
Africa;

RECALLIN@qually the ECOWAS Protocol relating to the Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution,
Peacekeeping ad Security signed in Lome on 10 December 1999, particularly Articles 3, 50 and 51 relating to
the control of the proliferation of small arms and light weapons and illegal circulation of such arms;

TAKING INTO ACCOUMNSsolutions of the United Nations Seity Council imposing arms embargos on
countries in the West African striegion;

ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOlthdTBamako Declaration of 1st December 2000 ondbemon African position

on the proliferation, circulation and illicit trade in small arms and ligeapons;

EQUALLY TAKING INTO ACCOahr international, regional and sutegional initiatives aimed at curtailing

the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, and the decision relating to the common African position on
the review of the United N&ins programme of action on small arms and light weapons adopted in Khartoum in
January 2006;

CONSIDERIN®Bat the proliferation of small arms and light weapons constitutes a major destabilising factor in
ECOWAS Member States and poses a serious thréfag f{peace and stability of our peoples;

DEEPLY CONCERNMNiBDut the uncontrolled flow of small arms and light weapons into Africa in general and
West Africa in particular, and aware of the need to effectively controkitiiesfer of arms by suppliers andnas
brokers;
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AWAREBof the need to build peace and prevent conflicts in West Africa, and the disastomsequences the
proliferation of small arms and light weapons has on the prolongatiarmid conflicts and illegal exploitation
of natural resources;

AWARE OF THE NE#®Dprevent, combat and eradicate the illicit manufacture adessive accumulation of
small arms and light weapons, trafficking, detention and useuwh arms, which have been seen to have
negative effects on the security of each counimthe subregion, human securityinternational humanitarian
law, sustainable development, aritiman rights;

DETERMINED achieve the objectives outlined in the Declaration on the Moratorium on Ithportation,
Exportation and Manufacture of Light Weamin ECOWAS Member Stasggned in Abuja on 31 October 1998
and in the Code of Conduct for the implementation of Meratorium adopted in Lome on 10 December 1999;
DETERMINED ALSO consolidate the gains of the Moratorium on the ImportatioBxportation and
Manufacture of Light Weapons and its Code of Conduct, and to takeaguount the shortcomings observed,
with a view to taking corrective measures;

RECOGNISIN{@® this regard the progress achieved in the implementation of the Moratorithmanks to
contributions by the Plan of Action of the Programme for Coordination Asdistance for Security and
Development (PCASED);

CONSCIOUSf the need to strengthen the institutional and operational capacity of E@OWAS Executive
Secretariat in order to enabliight more effectively against thproliferation of small arms and light weapons,
with a view to obtaining the desired results;

CONSIDERINtBe United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicetélicit Trade in
Small Arms and Light&gpons in All Its Aspects adopted in 2001;

CONSIDERINtBe United Nations international instrument adopted in 2005 which seeksnable States to
identify and rapidly trace small arms and light weapons, and the UN Praindbe manufacture and illicitrade

in fire arms, spare parts, components and ammuni@oiopted in 2001;

TAKING INTO ACCOUISEcurity Council Resolution 1325 (2002) on women, peace saadrity which
recognises the specific role of women in peace building;

DEEPLY CONCERMKEhe use dchildren in armed conflicts, and taking account of Uwited Nations Security
Council resolutions on children and armed conflicts;

RECOGNISIN®Be important contribution of civil society organisations in the fight againstghaiferation of
small armsand light weapons;

BEARING IN MINEBhe Final Communiqué issued at the end of the Summit of ECON¢A8s of State and
Government held in Dakar on 30 January 2003 which directe&E@@WAS Executive Secretariat to examine the
possibility of transforming th&loratorium intoa Convention;

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOW
CHAPTERDEFINITIONS ET OBJECTIFS

Article 1: Définitions

For the purpose of this Convention:

1. LIGHT WEAPONBortable arms designed to be used by several persemking together in a team and
which include notably:

- heavy machine guns;

- portable grenade launchers, mobile or mounted;

- portable antiaircraft cannons;

- portable antitank cannons, nomecoil guns;

- portable antitank missile launchers or rocket launchers;
- portable antiaircrat missile launchers;

- mortars with a calibre of less than 100 millimetres;
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2.SMALL ARM&&rms used by one person and which include notably:

- firearms and other destructive arms or devices such as an exploding lzanibgendiary bomb or a gas bomb,
a genade, a rocket launcher, a missiemissile system or landmine;

- revolvers and pistols with automatic loading;

- rifles and carbines;

- machine guns;

- assault rifles;

- light machine guns.

3. AMMUNITION:

Devices destined to be shot or projected thgh the means of firearmacluding among others:

- cartridges;

- projectiles and missiles for light weapons;

- mobile containers with missiles or projectiles for aaiticraft or antitank single action systems;

4. OTHER RELATED MATERIAllScomponents,parts or spare parts fosmall arms or light weapons or
ammunition necessary for its functioning; @ny chemical substance serving asiactmaterial used as
propellingor explosive agent;

5.ILLICITCovers all that is carried out in violation of thisn@ention;

6. MARKINGInscriptions permitting the identification of arms coveredthis Convention;

7. TRACINGndicates the systematic monitoring of the movements of sraatis and light weapons and their
ammunition and other related material§tom the manufacturer until the end user, with a view to helping
memberStates competent authorities to detect illicit manufacture and trading;

8. BROKERINGVork carried out as an intermediary between amanufacturer supplier or distributor of small
arms and ight weapons andany buyer or user; this includes the provision of financial support and the
transportation of small arms and light weapons;

9. TRANSFERcludes import, export, transit, transhipment and transportaoy other movement whatsoever
of smallarms and light weapongmmunition and other related materials from or through the territory of a
State;

10. NONSTATE ACTORSRIch as any actor other than State Actongrcenares, armed militias, armed rebel
groups and private securiftompanies.

11. SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

In this Convention this shall be deemed to include ammunition androthated materials.

Article 2 Objectives

The objectives of this Convention are:

1. To prevent and combat the excessive and destabilising accumulat@matifarms and light weapons within
ECOWAS;

2. To continue the efforts for the control of small arms and light weapdgtiin ECOWAS;

3. To consolidate the gains of the Declaration of the Moratorium on ithportation, exportation and
manufacture of small ans and its Code @@onduct.

4. To promote trust between the Member States through concerted @madsparent action on the control of
small arms and light weapons wititCOWAS;

5. To build institutional and operational capacities of the ECOWAS Exe8atretariatand the Member States
in the efforts to curb the proliferation of small arnand light weapons, theiammunitions and other related
materials;

6. To promote the exchange of information and cooperation amondvtbmber States.
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CHAPTER MTRANSFER OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

Article 3 Prohibition of transfer of small arms and light weapons

1. Member States shall ban the transfer of small arms and light weaponthamananufacturing materials into
their national territory or from/ throudp their national territory.

2. Member State shall ban, without exception, transfers of small armdightiweapons to NogState Actors
that are not explicitly authorised by theporting Member.

3. Small arms and light weapons as defined in this Convestiall not bedeemed to be goods for the purpose
of Article 45 of ECOWAS Revised Treafyoo8

Article 4 Conditions of Exemption

1. A Member State can request exemption from the provisions of Article & (byder to meet legitimate
national defene and security needs, or to participaia peace support or other operations in accordance with
the decisions of th&Jnited Nations, African Union, ECOWAS, or other regional eregiinal body ofvhich it is

a member.

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1 ofgtarticle, Member States shaktablish and maintain an effective system
of export and import licensing @uthorisation, as well as of measures on international transit, for the transfer
of small arms and light weapons.

4. Each Member State shall takech measures as may be necessargiisure that licensing or authorisation
procedures are secure and that tlaithenticity of licensing or authorisation of the documents can be verified
andvalidated.

Article 5 Procedures for Exemption

1. The request foexemption for an arms transfer is transmitted fekamination to the ECOWAS Executive
Secretariat and must contain informatiam:

a) Details of the arms to be transferrethe quantity, exact type anélind of ams using ECOWAS classification
system, inalding all seriahumbers and other marks;

b) Details of the supplieg full details (name of company amdpresentative, address, and full contact details) of
all companies anadhdividuals involved, including brokers where relevant;

c¢) Details of the supplprocess; the number and period of shipmentthe routes including transit locations, the
type of transport to be used, atbmpanies involved in importing, freight forwarding and handling, detaiteeof
storage and management of the weapons whilst lgeiransferred, thetime period covered by the activity for
which the exemption is requested;

d) Details of the final end user name of individual/company/institutiorand representative responsible,
confirmation from relevant nationauthority that the em user is authorised to import weapons;

e) Details of the end use.

2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall apply the criteria for Article 6 Gbnihisntion for exemption
requests as well as those of paragraph (a) of #rticle. Reasoned opinion of tHECOWAS Executive Secretary
shall be sentonfidentially to the Member State in order to confirm or refuse the opinion given.

The final decision of Member States shall be taken by consensus. In the ab$@ncensensus, the exemption
request as well ashe reasoned opinion of thExecutive Secretary shall be submitted for a final decision to the
ECOWAS®/ediation and Security Council.

3. The granting of an exemption shall be transmitted to the Member Stateerned by the ECOWAS Executive
Secretary throuly the issuing of anexemption certificate. The exemption certificate once issued must
accompany theequest for an export licence as well as the EimbrCertificate.

4. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall forward to the MemberiSfatemtion on exempions and refusals
granted within 90 days. The Executi8ecretary shall also compile and publish a comprehensive annual report
detailingall international arms transfers granted exemptions, and a list of refusals.
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Article 6 Cases for Refusal of Exempti® for Transfers

1. A transfer shall not be authorised if:

a) Authorisation on export, import, transit, transhipment or brokericmnsidered as donation has not been
provided by all States directlyconcerned with the transfer;

b) All the required informatio has not been supplied to the ECOV\EX8cutive Secretary;

¢) The arms have not been marked according to requirements whde€onvention.

2. A transfer shall not be authorised if its authorisation violates obligatiorteeofequesting Sates as well as
those of Member States, under internationalv including:

a) Obligations under the Charter of the United Natiqriscluding:

i. Binding resolutions of the United Nations Security Cosncih as those imposing arms embargoes;

ii. The prohibition on the se or threat of use of force;

ii. The prohibition on intervention in the internal affairsafother State.

b) Universally accepted principles of international humanitarian law.

¢) Any other treaty or decision by which the Member States are banohliding:

i. binding decisions, including embargoes, adopted by releuwastnational, multilateral, regional and sub
regional bodiessuch as the African Union Peace and Security Council, to eiStdte is party;

i) Prohibitions of arms transfers that arige particular treatieswhich a State is party to, such as OTTAWA
Convention orAntipersonnel Mines, the 1980 Convention on Cer@amventional Weapons and its Protocols.
3. A transfer shall not be authorised if the arms are destined to be used:

a) for the violation of international humanitarian law or infringement &fdzY 'y | yR LJS2 L)X S&aQ
freedoms, or for the purpose @ppression;

b) for the commission of serious violations of international humanitatem, genocide or crimes against
humanity;

¢) to worsen the internal situation in the country of final destinationtdrms of provoking or prolonging armed
conflicts, or aggravatingxisting tensions;

d) to carry out terrorist acts or support or encourage terrorism;

e) other than for the legitimat deferse and security needs of tHeeneficiary country;

4. A transfer shall not be authorised if it is destined to:

a) be used for or to facilitate the commission of violenbayanizedcrime;

b) adversely affect regional security; endanger peace, dmuttito destabilising or uncontrolled accumulations
of arms or militarycapabilities into a region, or otherwise contribute to regiomastability;

c¢) hinder or obstruct sustainable development and unduly divert huaraheconomic resources to armaments
of the states involved in theansfer;

d) involve corrupt practices at any stagefrom the supplier, throughany middlemen or brokers, to the
recipient;

5. A transfer shall not be authorised if it is likely to be diverted, withintthesit or importingcountry or be re
exported, to unauthorized uses or usersiuato the illicit trade;

6. The Executive Secretary and all Member States shall provide elememoadfto apply the criteria
enunciated in paragraphs a, b, ¢, d and e of the presaetitle andto indicate the refusal of exemption request
made by a Member State.

CHAPTERAMANUFACTURE OF SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

ARTICLE: Tontrol of the Manufacture of Small Arms and Light Weapons

1. Member States shall undertake to control the manufaetaf small armsand light weapons within their
national territories;

2. Each Member State shall regulate the activities of local small arms andidighbns manufacturers and shall
undertake to adopt strategies and policiesttee reduction and/or limitaion of the manufacture of small arms
and lightweapons so as to control the local manufacture as well as their marketEBG@WAS region.
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3. Member States shall undertake to draft an exhaustive list of lowmiufacturers of small arms and light
weapons ad the registration of each dhem into the national arms registers;

4. Where production and/or assembly capacities of small arms and wghpons exist within the ECOWAS
region, Member States shall submit to tB&ecutive Secretary. This data shalludel the type of the arms and
their quantity on their annual production.

ARTICLE: 81easures of Control for Small Arms and Light Weapdfenufacture

Without prejudice to the other measures that Member States will undertakertsure the effective control of
the manufacturing of smalls arms and ligittapons on their national territory, a request for the manufacture of
small armsand light weapons will not be granted if the requesting person has not givermation relating to :

a) Details of the arms to benanufactured¢ the quantity, exact typeand kind of arms using ECOWAS
classification system, includirdj serial numbers and other markings;

b) The procedure for marking; the procedure for entering detailsawfh small arm and light weapon into the
national small arms antight weapons register; information on the storage am@énagement of the weapons
after manufacture.

CHAPTER {VYRANSPARENCY AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

Article 9 National Database and Registers of Small Arms and Light Weapons

1. Member States shall establish where they do not exist already, natemmputerised registers and database
of small arms and light weapons.

2. The following information shall be recorded in the national registry:

a) Description of the product (type or modehlibre) and quantity (if toncerns a batch);

b) the content of the marking;

c¢) the names and addresses of the former and current ownersvalneln possible, successive owners;

d) the date of registration;

e) information concerning each transaction iming:

i. the name and address of the shipper, the intermediary (whapelicable), the consignee and the user
indicated on the endisercertificate;

ii. the point of departure, transit and destination, as well as thistoms references and the dates ofpaeture,
transit and deliveryo the enduser.

iii. the export, transit and import licence (quantities and batchesresponding to the same licence as well as
the validity of thelicense);

iv. full details concerning the method of transport anansporter(s);

v. the controlling agency or agencies (at point of departtremsit and entry);

vi. the nature of the transaction (commercial, roammercial private or public, conversion, repair);

vii. where applicable, the insurer and/or the financial instidatintervening in the transaction.

3. Records shall be permanently kept in the register.

Article 10 ECOWAS Small Arms and Light Weapons Database and Registers

1. Member States undertake to establish a gafjional database and registef small arms andight weapons
under the ECOWAS Executive Secretary as afyapmoting confidence.

2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretariat shall develop in collaboration witlertiiger States the procedures for
the setting up and management of tlidatabase and register agll as the issues to be covered.

3. The Member States shall provide the ECOWAS Executive Secretariattvémaltessary information for the
operation of the subregional database andegister of small arms and light weapons. Member States also
undertake totransmit an annual report to the ECOWAS Executive Secretary detailingitheis or purchase of
small arms and light weapons.
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4. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall present an annual reportwmrkimgs of the subregional database
and registenf small arms and lighweapons at the Summit of Heads of State and Government.
5. Records shall be kept in the register permanently.

Article 11 Register of Arms for Peace Operations

1. Member States undertake to:

a) Establish a register of small arnm&ldight weapons, their ammunitioand other related material destined for
use in peacekeeping operatiobsth inside and outside the ECOWAS territory under the ECOWAS Executive
Secretary as a way of ensuring the control of movements of small armbgihdveapons and their effective
withdrawal at the end of peace operatioiswhich Member States are participating.

b) Declare in this regard to the ECOWAS Executive Secretariat alasmaknd light weapons used in peace
operations.

c) Declare to the EGRAS Executive Secretary all the small arms lggid weapons seized, collected and/or
destroyed during peace operations their territory and in the ECOWAS region.

2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall take the necessary measnssddhe adequateecording of the
information transmitted by theMember States participating to peace operations.

3. Records shall be permanently kept in the register.

Article 12 Dialogue with Manufacturers and Suppliers

1. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary and each Medder shall strengthecooperation and dialogue with
national and international manufacturers asdppliers of arms as well as with the competent international and
regionalorganisations in order to ensure their support, respect for and compliancethétipirit and the letter

of this Convention.

2. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall take the necessary measakesadvantage of the information
available from Member States of th&assenaar Arrangement, the European Union and other manufacturers
andsuppliers of arms, in order to strengthen the effective implementation of @agsivention.

Article 13 Prevention of and the Fightgainst Corruption

Member States shall institute appropriate and effective measures for cooperd@iween administrative
departments concerned and law enforcement agencies dorb corrupton associated with the illicit
manufacturing of, trafficking in, illiciossession and use of small arms and light weapons.

CHAPTER-WPERATIONAL MECHANISM

Article 14 Control of Possessioof Small Arms and Light Weapons Gyilians

1. Member States shall prohibit the possession, use and sale of light welypanslians.

2. Member States shall regulate the possession, use and sale of small acivisidnys.

3. Authorisations may be gngeed to permit individual possession of one arore small arms and their
ammunition in line with the legislation of each Memb8tate. Applications for such authorisations shall be
processed by relevant nationalithorities. All applicants must the relevtamational authority in person. The
Executive Secretary shall develop and communicate authorisation procedutes frelevant national authority.

4. Member States undertake to implement a strict control regime for civpassession of the small arms.€Th
authorisation procedure will involve issuindgieense from the relevant national authority for each small arm
used by a civilian.

Member States shall not grant an authorisation if the applicant does not medbtiosving criteria:

a) The required mininm age;

b) Applicant does not have criminal record and has not been subjeabtality investigation;

c¢) Proof of a legitimate reason to possess, carry or use for eachaamall

d) Proof that the prospective owner has undergone safety trainingcamepeency training including training in
the relevant laws regarding smalims;
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e) Proof that the weapon will be stored in a safe place and separfatelyits ammunition.

5. Member States shall impose a limit on the number of weapons a liceagecover andNBS |j dzA NB | w02 2
period of at least 21 days before anthorisation is granted for the possession of each weapon. Member States
shall include an expiration date on each licence and authorisations shall be subjegoériodic review.
Contravention ofregulations concerning possession of small ammgrivate hands will allow the small arms to
be seized by the authorities, thiicence/authorisation revoked, and adequate sanctions including penalties
applied.

6. Member States shall include informatioagarding the civilian possession sshall arms within the national
small arm database and register established under

Article 9 of the present Convention;

7. Member States undertake to introduce minimum penal sanctions forillic# possession and use emall
arms and light weapons and the carryinguoficensed small arms.

Article 15+ A AAG2NRQ / SNIATAOI GSa

1. Each Member State shall take the appropriate measures demandingvisizirs wanting to import
temporarily small arms covered by this Conventfon the duration of their temporary stay in the ECOWAS
region, prepare in advancan application including information about the purpose, type and marking of small
arms to be imported into one of the ECOWAS territories and to declare the anmtheir arival. Such
application shall be addressed to the relevant authoritiethefMember State concerned for decision.

2. ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall issue guidelines on the proceduréslitmieel and communicate them
to the relevant authority.

3. If the request is agreed, the competent national authorities shall issukdowisitors an entry certificate and
'y SEAG RSOf I NI GA2yepartire. i KS GA&EAG2NAQ | NNADEE | yR
4. All certificates shall be recorded by the Member States concerned inatiienal snall arms register referred

to in compliance with the above mentionddticle 9.

Article 16 Management and Security of Stockpiles

1. Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure the saféfectile management, storage and
security of theimational stocks of small arnasd light weapons;

2. To this effect, Member States shall establish effective standardpm@wddures for stockpile management,
storage and security. These standards pnocedures shall include:

a) appropriate site;

b) physcal security measures of storage facilities;

¢) inventory management and record keeping;

d) staff training;

e) security during manufacture and transportation;

f) sanctions in case of theft or loss.

3. Member States shall ensure that stockpiles of smatisaand light weaponky manufacturers, dealers as well
as individuals are securely stored in accordanith the appropriate standards and procedures;

4. Member States shall undertake to regularly review, in accordance mational laws and standards, the
storage facilities and conditions of small ararsd light weapons held by their armed and security forces and
other authorizedbodies in order to identify, for disposal, surplus and obsolete stocks;

5. The Executive Secretary shall ensure, in collaboratith Member Statesthat effective standards and
procedures for stockpile management of weapordlected in the context of peace operations are duly
observed.

Article 17 Collection and Destruction of Small Arms and Light Weapons
1. Member States shalihdertake to collect and/ or destroy:
a) the arms which are surplus to the national needs or have beairselete;
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b) seized weapons;

¢) unmarked weapons;

d) illicitly held weapons;

e) arms collected in the implementation of peace accordpmgrammes fo the voluntary handing in of
weapons.

2. All weapons so collected must be registered and securely stored alesoyed.

3. Member States undertake to promote and/ or carry out programmeotdintary handing in of weapons.

Article 18 Marking

1. For ientification purposes, all small arms and light weapons, tlimunition and other materials,
considered as essential by the supplier, shalabsigned a unique and specific marking upon manufacture; this
marking shall

include the following elements:

2. For small arms and light weapons covered under this Convention,

FO a/flaairodo YIN]JAy3E akKl ff XY @ tz#zR © (i dzZNBdyralj daSR Sa/SiNG |
identification of the countryand year of manufacture. Information concerning the purasitiefitity and the

country of destination should also be includedkifown at the time of manufacture. The markings shall be
expressedalphanumerically. They must be legible and should be featuredraaxamum number of main parts

of the weapon, and athe very leasbn the part designated by the manufacturer as essential as well amen

other important part of the arm;

00 ! a{SOdaNRGe& YINJAy3IE akKl ft the éntrylintdlfdirck & Bis Gahverttibnf 6 S|
This will permit theidentification of the weapons in the event that classic markings Hmeen destroyed or

falsified. Security markings must be undertakencomponent parts that are not easily manipulated after the
gSILRYyQa Yl ydzZFl O dz2NBXI | y Rendekite wadapoh dndisableQl GA2Y 2F 6KAO
¢) Member States that import a small arm that is not markeddoordance with the provisions outlined under
paragraph a) and t3bove shall:

i Apply a classic marking if the weapons wex@nufactured before the entry into foroaf this Convention;

il Apply a classic marking and a security marking ifmbapons were manufactured after the entry into force of

this Convention; failing this, the weapons cannotilgorted or must be destroyed.

iii. If the importing country and theear of import are noknown at the time of manufacture, the acronym of

the importing State and the year of importation are markegda competent institution in the importing country.

3. For ammunition:

a) The markings shall include a unique lot number,XHe y" dz¥ I Qdemtity, B\l as the country and year

of manufacture. Informatior0D2 Y OSNY Ay 3 (G KS LIzZNOKIF &8 SNR& AsRoblg aisb Bed | v F
included if known at the time of manufacture. Thedetails must feature at least oncenahe jacket (i.e.
cartridge)containing the powder or liquid used in the ammunition or explosive.

The markings shall be expressed alphanumerically.

b) The smallest ammunition packaging shall include information outlimeiér 2(a).

Article 19 Tracing

1. Member States shall exchange information on illicit small arms andvighpons and on seized small arms
and light weapons, as well as traffickingnaapons that contravene international law or the internal laws of the
States inwhich the operations tak place (condemnation of the person or institutiomplicated, sanctions,
disposal, destruction methods, neutralisation).

2. In the case of other small arms and light weapons, Member Statesesichthnge the following data on a
regular basis:

a) on manufature (the marking system and techniques used, auathorized manufacturers);

b) on transfers (exports to and/or imports from all other Stat#ansits, information available concerning
national legislationexisting practices and controls, authorised s and brokers);

C on existing stockpiles (management, inventory, security, surolsses, theft, destruction).
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3. The Executive Secretary shall receive request for exemption and shalleacbndance with Article 5 of this
Convention.

4. A Member te may initiate a tracing request through the ECOVEAScutive Secretary in relation to small
arms and light weapons found within iirritorial jurisdiction that it considers to be illicit.

5. To ensure smooth and effective cooperation in tracing, retpiéorassistance in tracing illicit small arms or
light weapons will contain sufficieimformation including, inter alia:

a) Information describing the illicit nature of the small arm and Iigkgpon, including the legal justification
thereof and circnstances under whicthe small arm and light weapon was found;

b) Markings, typecaliberand other relevant information;

¢) Intended use of the information being sought.

6. Member States receiving a tracing request shall acknowledge receipt withasmable time frame.

7. Member States shall provide reliable responses to tracing requests maatedryyMember States within one
month from the date of receipt of the saréquest.

8. In responding to a tracing request, the requested Member Statespsiaitle all available information sought
by the requesting Member States thatredevant for the purpose of tracing illicit small arms and light weapons.
9. The requested Member States may seek additional information fronreqaesting Member States where a
tracing request does not contain thieformation required in Paragraph 3 (b) above.

Article 20 Brokering

1. Member States shall register all citizens and all companies incorporatbdiirterritory that are brokering
small arms and light weapons, indlng financiahgents and transportation agents on armament and shall make
such registration aequirement for their licit operation.

2. Member States shall ensure that all registered small arms andJighpons brokering agents obtain an
explicit authorzation for each individualransaction in which they are involved irrespective of where the
arrangementgake place.

3. Member States shall require that all small arms and light weagmwogering license applications for
authorisation provide full disclose of relevantimport and export licences or authorisations and associated
relevant documentsthe names and locations of all brokering and shipping agents involved itrahsaction
and the transit routes and points of the small arms and light weagbipsnents.

4. Member States shall adopt such legislative and other measures to pamishstablish as a criminal offence
the illicit brokering of small arms and ligieapons.

5. Brokering activities may be assessed under Article 1 and 6 of the pf@sewention.

Article 21 Harmonization of Legislative Provisions

1. Member States shall undertake to revise and update national legislatiengore that the provisions in this
Convention are minimum standards for smaiins and light weapons control and theimmunition as well as

other relatedmaterials.

2. Each Member State shall adopt legislative and other necessary meas@stalish as a criminal offence in
the following cases:

a) any activity carried out in violation of the provisions of b@venion;

b) any activity carried out in violation of an arms embargo imposethéyJnited Nations, the African Union or
ECOWAS;

3. The Executive Secretary shall elaborate and propose to Member $faigslines for harmonization of

legislative provisions.

Article 22 Strengthening of Border Controls

Member States, in collaboration with the ECOWAS Executive Secretary, shall:

a) Strengthen subegional cooperation among defemsnd securityforces, intelligence services, customs and
border control officials itombating the illicit circulation of small arms and light weapons.
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b) Enhancing the capacity of national dedenand security forces, lawnforcement and security agencies,
including appropriate training imvestigative procedures, border control and lawforcementtechniques, and
upgrading of equipment and resources;

Article 23 Public Education and Awareness Programmes

1. In the interest of promoting a culture of peace, Member States shall desiglic/community education and
awareness programmes aidal, national andegional levels in order to involve the population in the efforts to
curb theproliferation of small arms and light weapons.

2. Member States in this regard shall undertake to develop arstfengthen their partnership with civil societ
organisations at local, national amelgional level including women, youth and others, for better information and
raisepublic awareness on the dangers of the proliferation of small arms andnigggbons.

3. Member States shall encourage civil sociatyaaisations to play #&ading role in creating awareness and
education of the population.

CHAPTER MNSTITUITIONAL AND IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENTS

Article 24: Member States

1. Within the framework of the implementation of this Convention, the St&edies which have not yet done
so, shall establish through regulation legislation a National Commission in accordance with Article 51 of the
Protocol onmechanisms for prevention, management, resolution of conflict and kegpage and security and
with the enforcement of the decision of the ConferenceHefads of State and Government on December 10th,
1999 on the establishment dational Commissions for the fight against the illicit proliferation and circulation of
light weapons.

2. The National Comissions shall be established according to the exiFB@@QWAS guidelines contained in the
National Manual prepared by ECOWAS.

3. Member States shall allocate a budget line to ensure effective functioniNgtainal Commissions

4. The Member States shalbborate their National Action Plans on Sn#alins and Light Weapons.

5. Such action plans shall be developed through a national informgttimering process involving all relevant
national stakeholders including ci8bciety, and the convening of a ratial forum of all stakeholders to
deliberate onthe elements to be included in the National Action Plan.

Article 25 The ECOWAS Executive Secretary

1. The ECOWAS Executive Secretary is responsible for supporting and supéheisapplication of the
provisions of this Convention. To this end the ECO®Me8utive Secretary shall:

a) define and carry out the policy for mobilising the necessary resodarethe implementation of this
Convention;

b) provide the Member States with the necessary financial twothnicalsupport for the realisation of their
activities;

c¢) ensure the monitoring and implementation of this Convention;

d) present an annual Report to the Summit of Heads of StateGaowérnment on the status of implementation
of the Convention.

e) if EOWAS Executive Secretary deems it necessary, refer a speggfic and/or serious question regarding
the application of thi€onvention to the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council.

2. The Executive Secretary shall develop a Plan of action fimgiiementation of this Convention and submit it
to the appreciation of thdvlember States for adoption. Such a plan shall outline key activities that need to
be implemented (such as Capacity Building, harmonization of national legisl&tmoder control, public
awareness raising, information exchange among Natid@ainmissions, strengthening the capacity of civil
society, organisations, etc).
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3. Member States shall take the necessary measures to endow the ECEX¥é&8Bive Secretariat with the
institutional and @erational capacities appropriate the responsibilities given to the Executive Secretary by
this Convention.

Article 26 Cooperation Within and Among States

1. Member States undertake to promote infraand interstate cooperation inthe implementation & this
Convention. To this effect:

a) The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall prepare proceduietefstate cooperation between security forces,
the services in chargef border controls and all other services concerned, in the spittiisfConvention.

b) The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall facilitate and seek asdmtdhedraining of officials in intraand
interstate cooperation.

Article 27 Complaint Procedure Concerning Violation of this Convention

1. All concerns relating to the violation tfis Convention shall be brought the attention of the ECOWAS
Executive Secretary who would then submit sudoraplaint to the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council;

2. If the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council considers that thebedadh of tle obligations under this
convention, it shall decide on the appropriateasures to be taken such as sanctions, inquiry, study or refer the
matter to the ECOWAS Court of Justice;

3. This review procedure of complaints shall not mean the impossibility $tata or an individual to refer to the
ECOWAS Court of Justice if it notes a failutbe application of this Convention.

Article 28 Monitoring the Implementation of this Convention

1. In order to ensure the monitoring of and compliance with the miovis ofthis Convention, the Executive
Secretary shall appoint a Group of IndependExperts who supports him. The Group of Independent Experts
shall submit aeport to the Executive Secretary.

2. Member States, upon the request of the Executive Segresdmall providéhe Group of Independent Experts
with all information at their disposal oexemption request.

3. The Group of Independent Experts may seek any other information itdetealf useful for its work in relation
with Member States and throughooperation with Member States of the Wassenaar Arrangements, the
European Union ansluppliers of arms.

4. Each Member State shall submit an annual report to the ECOWAS Ex8edtigtary on its activities related

to small arms and light weapons as welb#iser matters in relation with this Convention, in accordance with the
format of reportdeveloped by the Executive Secretary.

5. A Conference of all Parties to the Convention shall be convened [efhasitary as soon as possible after
the entry into foce of this Convention. Théonference of Heads of State and Government of member States
shall review theimplementation of this Convention and shall have further mandates as decidedebyber
States. Other Conferences of Member States shall be held agdeed

CHAPTER VIBENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 29 Interpretation and Dispute Settlement

1. Any dispute arising out of the interpretation and/or the implementatiornh&f Convention shall be settled by
way of negotiation or by recourse to tiECOVAS Mediation and Security Council.

2. In the absence of a negotiated settlement, the dispute shall be brduefbte the ECOWAS Court of Justice.
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Article 30 Special Provisions

The undertakings ensuing from the provisions of this Convention shall nointeepreted as being in
contradiction to the spirit and letter of the ConventionsAccords linking a Member State with a Third State as
long as these Conventioasid Accords are not in contradiction with the spirit and letter of this Convention.

Article 31: Sanctions
Sanctions mentioned in Article 77 of the ECOWAS Revised Treaty are appliedbldeimber States whom the
ECOWAS Court of Justice would have found to ®iation of this Convention.

Article 32 Final Provisions

(a) Signature, Ratifidgon, Accession and Entry into Force

1. This Convention shall be open for signature to ECOWAS Member Ststiadl. ie subject to ratification.

2. It shall enter into force on the date of deposit of the ninth instrumentadification.

3. For a signatgr that ratifies this Convention after the date of the deposit tbé ninth instrument of
ratification, it shall enter into force for that signatory time date of deposit of its instrument of ratification.

4. Any ECOWAS Member State that has not signeddbinvention shall bable to accede to it. In this case, this
Convention shall enter into force for th8tate upon the date of the deposit of the instrument of accession.

b) Amendments

1. Any amendment to this Convention proposed by a Member Statelshalibmitted to the ECOWAS Executive
Secretary who shall notify the Memb8tates.

2. Decision on the adoption of such an amendment shall be taken b tméerence of Heads of State and
Government by a twethirds majority of theMember States.

3. An amedment so adopted shall enter into force for all Member Statd® are party to this Convention after
receipt by the Depository of the instrumeaf ratification by the majority of Member States.

(c)Withdrawal

1. Each Member State shall, in exercising niggional sovereignty, have theight to withdraw from this
Convention if it decides that extraordinary everslated to the subjectmatter of this Convention, have
jeopardised its supremiaiterests.

2. Withdrawal shall be effected by a Member State givimgice, whichincludes a statement of the
extraordinary events it regards as havijggpardizedits supreme interest, twelve months in advance to the
Depositary. The Depositoghall circulate such notice to all other Member States.

3. During the period fotwelve months referred to in the preceding paragraguch Member State shall
nevertheless continue to observe the provisions of thigvention.

d) Depository Authority

1. This Convention shall be deposited with the Executive Secret&@OIWAS, who liereby designated as the
Depository of the Convention.

2. The Depositary shall:

a) Receive instruments of ratification;

b) Register this Convention with the African Union, the United Natamsyell as any other organisation as may
be decided by the ECOVBMediation and Security Council;

¢) Transmit authentic copies of this Convention to all States iIrER®WAS region, and shall notify them of
signatures and ratifications aratcession of this Convention.

IN FAITH WHEREOF, WE, THE HEADS OF STATE ANENMHENT OFHE MEMBER STATES OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRBTARES (ECOWAS) HAVE SIGNED THIS CONVERNDMT
ABUJA, ON THE 14TH JUNE 2006, IN THREE ORIGINALS ENGILHE, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE
LANGUAGES, ALL TEXTS, BEING
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Chapter 2

A. TheAfrican Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance

PREAMBLE

We, the Member States of the African Union (AU);

Inspired by the objectives and principles enshrined in the Constitutive dhdhe African Union, particularly
Articles 3 and 4, which emphasise the significance of good governance, popular participation, the rule of law and
human rights;

Recognisinghe contributions of the African Union and Regional Economic Communities tortdreofion,
nurturing, strengthening and consolidation of democracy and governance;

Reaffirmingour collective will to work relentlessly to deepen and consolidate the rule of law, peace, security
and development in our countries;

Guided by our common missioto strengthen and consolidate institutions for good governance, continental
unity and solidarity;

Committed to promote the universal values and principles of democracy, good governance, human rights and
the right to development;

Cognizanbf the historicdand cultural conditions in Africa;

Seekingto entrench in the Continent a political culture of change of power based on the holding of regular, free,
fair and transparent elections conducted by competent, independent and impartial national electoraspodi
Concernedabout the unconstitutional changes of governments that are one of the essential causes of insecurity,
instability and violent conflict in Africa;

Determined to promote and strengthen good governance through the institutionalization of tranesyug,
accountability and participatory democracy;

Convincedof the need to enhance the election observation missions in the role they play, particularly as they
are an important contributory factor to ensuring the regularity, transparency and credibilgjections;

Desirousto enhance the relevant Declarations and Decisions of the OAU/AU (including the 1990 Declaration on
the political and soci@conomic situation in Africa and the fundamental changes taking place in the world, the
1995 Cairo Agenda fthe Ref | dzy OK 2 F | FNAOF Qa 902y 2YAO yR {20Alf
on Unconstitutional Changes of Government, the 2000 Lomé Declaration for an OAU Response to
Unconstitutional Changes of Government, the 2002 OAU/AU Declaration aripfrnGoverning Democratic
Elections in Africa, the 2003 Protocol Relating to the Establishment of the Peace and Security Council of the
African Union);

Committed to implementing Decision EX.CL/Dec.31(lll) adopted in Maputo, Mozambique, in July 2003 and
Decision EX.CL/124(V) adopted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in May 2004 respectively, by the adoption of an African
Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Chapter 1 Definitions
Article 1

In this Charter, unless otherwise faR Y (1 KS F2ff2¢6Ay3 SELINBaairzya aklff

GKS ' FNRAOIY ! YA2YT a! FNAOIY 1 dzYty wAIKGEA /2YYAaaAzy
FYR tS2LX SaQ wAIaKGAaT a! FNROFY t SSN) wSOASS chanBKI y A &
G! aasSyvyoteé¢ YSlIya GKS !''adaSvyofe 2F |1 SFRa 2F {041 GS I yF
GKS /2YYAadaaArzy 2F (GKS | yA2yT G/ 2yaidraddziagsS | O0d¢ YSI
African Charter on Democracy, Hiek 2y a YR D2@SNY I yOST aaSYoSN {dF(GSa
PFNROFY ' YA2YT dablaAz2zylf 9tSOG2NIf . 2Reé¢ YSlkya |

instruments of a State Party, responsible for organizing and supervising electidn® t ! 5¢ YSI ya kK
t I NOIYSNEKALI F2NJ ! TNAOF Q& 5S@St2LIYSyidT at SFOS yR { S
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FFNROLY ' YyA2YT awS3IA2yltft 902y2YAO /2YYdzyAGAS&asg YSI
a{ GF 4GS ank &l Membey Sate of the African Union which has ratified or acceded to this Charter and
deposited the instruments for ratification or accession with the Chairperson of the African Union Commission;
G!' yA2y ¢ YSEya GKS ' FNRAOLY ! yA2Y D

Chapter 2 Objectives

Article 2

The objectives of this Charter are to:

1. Promote adherence, by each State Party, to the universal values and principles of democracy and respect for
human rights;

2. Promote and enhance adherence to the principle of the rule of law premised tifge respect for, and the
supremacy of, the Constitution and constitutional order in the political arrangements of the State Parties;

3. Promote the holding of regular free and fair elections to institutionalize legitimate authority of representative
government as well as democratic change of governments;

4. Prohibit, reject and condemn unconstitutional change of government in any Member State as a serious threat
to stability, peace, security and development;

5. Promote and protect the independence of tlugliciary;

6. Nurture, support and consolidate good governance by promoting democratic culture and practice, building
and strengthening governance institutions and inculcating political pluralism and tolerance;

7. Encourage effective coordination and hamzation of governance policies amongst State Parties with the
aim of promoting regional and continental integration;

y® t NREY23GS {GFGS tINIASAaQ adzaldlrAylroftS RS@St2LIVSyd |
9. Promote the fight against corruption in conformity with the pedens of the AU Convention on Preventing

and Combating Corruption adopted in Maputo, Mozambique in July 2003;

10. Promote the establishment of the necessary conditions to foster citizen participation, transparency, access
to information, freedom of the prss and accountability in the management of public affairs;

11. Promote gender balance and equality in the governance and development processes;

12. Enhance cooperation between the Union, Regional Economic Communities and the International Community
on denocracy, elections and governance; and

13. Promote best practices in the management of elections for purposes of political stability and good
governance.

Chapter 3 Principles

Article 3

State Parties shall implement this Charter in accordance with thenfimlfy principles:

1. Respect for human rights and democratic principles;

2. Access to and exercise of state power in accordance with the constitution of the State Party and the principle
of the rule of law;

3. Promotion of a system of government that ipmesentative;

4. Holding of regular, transparent, free and fair elections;

5. Separation of powers;

6. Promotion of gender equality in public and private institutions;

7. Effective participation of citizens in democratic and development processes and/enmngoce of public
affairs;

8. Transparency and fairness in the management of public affairs;

9. Condemnation and rejection of acts of corruption, related offenses and impunity;

10. Condemnation and total rejection of unconstitutional changes of govertimen

11. Strengthening political pluralism and recognising the role, rights and responsibilities of legally constituted
political parties, including opposition political parties, which should be given a status under national law.
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Chapter 4 Democracy, Rulef Law and Human Rights

Article 4

1. State Parties shall commit themselves to promote democracy, the principle of the rule of law and human
rights.

2. State Parties shall recognize popular participation through universal suffrage as the inalienabdé tght
people.

Article 5

State Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure constitutional rule, particularly constitutional transfer
of power.

Article 6

State Parties shall ensure that citizens enjoy fundamental freedoms and human rights ta&iagdount their
universality, interdependence and indivisibility.

Article 7

State Parties shall take all necessary measures to strengthen the Organs of the Union that are mandated to
promote and protect human rights and to fight impunity and endow theitththe necessary resources.

Article 8

1. State Parties shall eliminate all forms of discrimination, especially those based on political opinion, gender,
ethnic, religious and racial grounds as well as any other form of intolerance.

2. State Parties shadldopt legislative and administrative measures to guarantee the rights of women, ethnic
minorities, migrants, people with disabilities, refugees and displaced persons and other marginalized and
vulnerable social groups.

3. State Parties shall respect ethnicultural and religious diversity, which contributes to strengthening
democracy and citizen participation.

Article 9

State Parties undertake to design and implement social and economic policies and programmes that promote
sustainable development and humaecurity.

Article 10

1. State Parties shall entrench the principle of the supremacy of the constitution in the political organization of
the State.

2. State Parties shall ensure that the process of amendment or revision of their constitution reposd®pnal na
consensus, obtained if need be, through referendum.

3. State Parties shall protect the right to equality before the law and equal protection by the law as a
fundamental precondition for a just and democratic society.

Chapter 5 The Culture of Demaacy and Peace

Article 11

The State Parties undertake to develop the necessary legislative and policy frameworks to establish and
strengthen a culture of democracy and peace.

Article 12

State Parties undertake to implement programmes and carry out aesviliesigned to promote democratic
principles and practices as well as consolidate a culture of democracy and peace. To this end, State Parties shall:
1. Promote good governance by ensuring transparent and accountable administration.

2. Strengthen politicahstitutions to entrench a culture of democracy and peace.

3. Create conducive conditions for civil society organizations to exist and operate within the law.

4. Integrate civic education in their educational curricula and develop appropriate progranmiesgvities.

Article 13

State Parties shall take measures to ensure and maintain political and social dialogue, as well as public trust and
transparency between political leaders and the people, in order to consolidate democracy and peace.
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Chapter 6 Democratic Institutions

Article 14

1. State Parties shall strengthen and institutionalize constitutional civilian control over the armed and security
forces to ensure the consolidation of democracy and constitutional order.

2. State Parties shall take legisla and regulatory measures to ensure that those who attempt to remove an
elected government through unconstitutional means are dealt with in accordance with the law.

3. State Parties shall cooperate with each other to ensure that those who attempt toveeran elected
government through unconstitutional means are dealt with in accordance with the law.

Article 15

1. State Parties shall establish public institutions that promote and support democracy and constitutional order.
2. State Parties shall ensureat the independence or autonomy of the said institutions is guaranteed by the
constitution.

3. State Parties shall ensure that these institutions are accountable to competent national organs.

4. State Parties shall provide the abawentioned institutionswith resources to perform their assigned missions
efficiently and effectively.

Article 16

State Parties shall cooperate at regional and continental levels in building and consolidating democracy through
exchange of experiences.

Chapter # Democratic Eletions

Article 17

State Parties raffirm their commitment to regularly holding transparent, free and fair elections in accordance
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Parties shall:

1. Establish and strengthen independent and impartial national electoral bodies responsible for the management
of elections.

2. Establish and strengthen national mechanisms that redress eleef@ed disputes in a timely manner.

3. Ensure fair and equitablaccess by contesting parties and candidates to state controlled media during
elections.

4. Ensure that there is a binding code of conduct governing legally recognized political stakeholders, government
and other political actors prior, during and afteleetions. The code shall include a commitment by political
stakeholders to accept the results of the election or challenge them in through exclusively legal channels.

Article 18

1. State Parties may request the Commission, through the Democracy and &lektsistance Unit and the
Democracy and Electoral Assistance Fund, to provide advisory services or assistance for strengthening and
developing their electoral institutions and processes.

2. The Commission may at any time, in consultation with the Statty Bancerned, send special advisory
missions to provide assistance to that State Party for strengthening its electoral institutions and processes.
Article 19

1. Each State Party shall inform the Commission of scheduled elections and invite it to séextaalebserver
mission.

2. Each State Party shall guarantee conditions of security, free access to informatientemtarence, freedom

of movement and full cooperation with the electoral observer mission.

Article 20

The Chairperson of the Commissisimall first send an exploratory mission during the period prior to elections.
This mission shall obtain any useful information and documentation, and brief the Chairperson, stating whether
the necessary conditions have been established and if the envirohrse conduciveto the holding of
transparent, free and fair elections in conformity with the principles of the Union governing democratic
elections.
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Article 21

1. The Commission shall ensure that these missions are independent and shall provide thé¢ine webessary
resources for that purpose.

2. Electoral observer missions shall be conducted by appropriate and competent experts in the area of election
monitoring, drawn from continental and national institutions such as, but not limited to, the Ré&ican
Parliament, national electoral bodies, national legislatures and eminent persons taking due cognizance of the
principles of regional representation and gender equality.

3. Electoral observer missions shall be conducted in an objective, impartiadeasgarent manner.

4. All electoral observer missions shall present the report of their activities to the Chairperson of the Commission
within a reasonable time.

5. A copy of the report shall be submitted to the State Party concerned within a reasomaéle ti

Article 22

State Parties shall create a conducive environment for independent and impartial national monitoring or
observation mechanisms.

Chapter 8 Sanctions in Cases of Unconstitutional Changes of Government

Article 23

State Parties agree that these of,inter alia, the following illegal means of accessing or maintaining power
constitute an unconstitutional change of government and shall draw appropriate sanctions by the Union:
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2. Any intervention by mercenaries to replace a democratically elected government.

3. Any replacement of a democratically elected government by armed dissidents or rebels.

4. Any refusal by an incumbent government to relinquish power to the winning partandidate after free, fair

and regular elections; or

5. Any amendment or revision of the constitution or legal instruments, which is an infringement on the
principles of democratic change of government.

Article 24

When a situation arises in a Staterfyghat may affect its democratic political institutional arrangements or the
legitimate exercise of power, the Peace and Security Council shall exercise its responsibilities in order to
maintain the constitutional order in accordance with relevant priovis of the Protocol Relating to the
Establishment of the Peace and Security Council of the African Union, hereinafter referred to as the Protocol.
Article 25

1. When the Peace and Security Council observes that there has been an unconstitutional clugnvgenohent

in a State Party, and that diplomatic initiatives have failed, it shall suspend the said State Party from the exercise
of its right to participate in the activities of the Union in accordance with the provisions of articles 30 of the
Constitutve Act and 7 (g) of the Protocol. The suspension shall take effect immediately.

2. However, the suspended State Party shall continue to fulfill its obligations to the Union, in particular with
regard to those relating to respect of human rights.

3. Notwithstanding the suspension of the State Party, the Union shall maintain diplomatic contacts and take any
initiatives to restore democracy in that State Party.

4. The perpetrators of unconstitutional change of government shall not be allowed to participateciions

held to restore the democratic order or hold any position of responsibility in political institutions of their State.

5. Perpetrators of unconstitutional change of government may also be tried before the competent court of the
Union.

6. The Assebly shall impose sanctions on any Member State that is proved to have instigated or supported
unconstitutional change of government in another state in conformity with Article 23 of the Constitutive Act.

7. The Assembly may decide to apply other formsamicions on perpetrators of unconstitutional change of
government including punitive economic measures.

8. State Parties shall not harbour or give sanctuary to perpetrators of unconstitutional changes of government.
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9. State Parties shall bring to justitiee perpetrators of unconstitutional changes of government or take
necessary steps to effect their extradition.

10. State Parties shall encourage conclusion of bilateral extradition agreements as well as the adoption of legal
instruments on extradition anchutual legal assistance.

Article 26

The Peace and Security Council shall lift sanctions once the situation that led to the suspension is resolved.

Chapter 9 Political, Economic and Social Governance

Article 27

In order to advance political, economic asakial governance, State Parties shall commit themselves to:

1. Strengthening the capacity of parliaments and legally recognized political parties to perform their core
functions;

2. Fostering popular participation and partnership with civil society argdions;

3. Undertaking regular reforms of the legal and justice systems;

4. Improving public sector management;

5. Improving efficiency and effectiveness of public services and combating corruption;

6. Promoting the development of the private sector thgh, inter alia, enabling legislative and regulatory
framework;

7. Development and utilisation of information and communication technologies;

8. Promoting freedom of expression, in particular freedom of the press and fostering a professional media;

9. Harressing the democratic values of the traditional institutions; and

10. Preventing the spread and combating the impact of diseases such as Malaria, Tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, Ebola
fever, and Avian Flu.

Article 28

State Parties shall ensure and promote strorgtperships and dialogue between government, civil society and
private sector.

Article 29

1. State Parties shall recognize the crucial role of women in development and strengthening of democracy.
2. State Parties shall create the necessary conditionsufbamd active participation of women in the decision
making processes and structures at all levels as a fundamental element in the promotion and exercise of a
democratic culture.

3. State Parties shall take all possible measures to encourage the fudiciine participation of women in the
electoral process and ensure gender parity in representation at all levels, including legislatures.

Article 30

State Parties shall promote citizen participation in the development process through appropriate structures.
Article 31

1. State Parties shall promote participation of social groups with special needs, including the Youth and people
with disabilities, in the governance process.

2. State Parties shall ensure systematic and comprehensive civic education in ordmrcaurage full
participation of social groups with special needs in democracy and development processes.

Article 32

State Parties shall strive to institutionalize good political governance through:

. Accountable, efficient and effective public admirasin;

. Strengthening the functioning and effectiveness of parliaments;

. An independent judiciary;

. Relevant reforms of public institutions including the security sector;

. Harmonious relationships in society including chilitary relations;

. Wnsolidating sustainable multiparty political systems;

. Organising regular, free and fair elections; and
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8. Entrenching and respecting the principle of the rule of law.
Article 33
State Parties shall institutionalize good economic and corporate govegrthnough, inter alia:
. Effective and efficient public sector management;
. Promoting transparency in public finance management;
. Preventing and combating corruption and related offences;
. Efficient management of public debt;
. Prudent and sustaitée utilization of public resources;
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. Poverty alleviation;
. Enabling legislative and regulatory framework for private sector development;
. Providing a conducive environment fordan capital inflows;
10. Developing tax policies that encourage investment;
11. Preventing and combating crime;
12. Elaborating and implementing economic development strategies including ppuatE sector
partnerships;
13. An efficient and effectiveak system premised upon transparency and accountability.
Article 34
State Parties shall decentralize power to democratically elected local authorities as provided in national laws.
Article 35
Given the enduring and vital role of traditional authoritiesytmaularly in rural communities, the State Parties
shall strive to find appropriate ways and means to increase their integration and effectiveness within the larger
democratic system.
Article 36
State Parties shall promote and deepen democratic governagdenplementing the principles and core values
of the NEPAD Declaration on Democracy, Political, Economic and Corporate Governance and, where applicable,
the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM).
Article 37
State Parties shall pursue sustainable developmand human security through achievement of NEPAD
objectives and the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGS).
Article 38
1. State Parties shall promote peace, security and stability in their respective countries, regions and in the
continent byfostering participatory political systems with wélinctioning and, if need be, inclusive institutions;
2. State Parties shall promote solidarity amongst Member States and support the conflict prevention and
resolution initiatives that the Union may undake in conformity with the Protocol establishing the Peace and
Security Council.
Article 39
State Parties shall promote a culture of respect, compromise, consensus and tolerance as a means to mitigate
conflicts, promote political stability and securityndato harness the creative energies of the African peoples.
Article 40
State Parties shall adopt and implement policies, strategies and programmes required to generate productive
employment, mitigate the impact of diseases and alleviate poverty and etadisfreme poverty and illiteracy.
Article 41
State Parties shall undertake to provide and enable access to basic social services to the people.
Article 42
State Parties shall implement policies and strategies to protect the environment to achieve shbistaina
development for the benefit of the present and future generations. In this regard, State Parties are encouraged
to accede to the relevant treaties and other international legal instruments.
Article 43
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1. State Parties shall endeavour to provide freel mompulsory basic education to all, especially girls, rural
inhabitants, minorities, people with disabilities and other marginalized social groups.

2. In addition, State Parties shall ensure the literacy of citizens above compulsory school age, particular
women, rural inhabitants, minorities, people with disabilities, and other marginalized social groups.

Chapter 16 Mechanisms for Application

Article 44

To give effect to the commitments contained in this Charter:

1. Individual State Party Level

State Rirties commit themselves to implement the objectives, apply the principles and respect the commitments
enshrined in this Charter as follows:

(a) State Parties shall initiate appropriate measures including legislative, executive and administrative @actions t
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(b) State Parties shall take all necessary measures in accordance with constitutional provisions and procedures to
ensure the wider dissemination of the Charter and ra@levant legislation as may be necessary for the
implementation of its fundamental principles;

(c) State Parties shall promote political will as a necessary condition for the attainment of the goals set forth in
this Charter;

(d) State Parties shall ingmorate the commitments and principles of the Charter in their national policies and
strategies.

2. Commission Level

A. At Continental Level

(&) The Commission shall develop benchmarks for implementation of the commitments and principles of this
Charter anl evaluate compliance by State Parties;

(b) The Commission shall promote the creation of favourable conditions for democratic governance in the
African

Continent, in particular by facilitating the harmonization of policies and laws of State Parties;

(c) Tre Commission shall take the necessary measures to ensure that the Democracy and Electoral Assistance
Unit and the Democracy and Electoral Assistance Fund provide the needed assistance and resources to State
Parties in support of electoral processes;

(d) Tre Commission shall ensure that effect is given to the decisions of the Union in regard to unconstitutional
change of government on the Continent.

B. At Regional Level

The Commission shall establish a framework for cooperation with Regional Economic Ctesnamithe
implementation of the principles of the Charter. In this regard, it shall commit the Regional Economic
Communities (RECSs) to:

a) Encourage Member States to ratify or adhere to this Charter.

b) Designate focal points for coordination, evaluatiamd monitoring of the implementation of the
commitments and principles enshrined in this Charter in order to ensure massive participation of stakeholders,
particularly civil society organizations, in the process.

Article 45

The Commission shall:

(a) Act a the central coordinating structure for the implementation of this Charter;

(b) Assist State Parties in implementing the Charter;

(c) Coordinate evaluation on implementation of the Charter with other key organs of the Union including the
PanAfrican Pariment, the Peace and Security Council, the African Human Rights Commission, the African Court
of Justice and Human Rights, the Economic, Social and Cultural Council, the Regional Economic Communities and
appropriate nationallevel structures.
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Chapter 11 Final Clauses

Article 46

In conformity with applicable provisions of the Constitutive Act and the Protocol Relating to the Establishment of
the Peace and Security Council of the African Union, the Assembly and the Peace and Security Council shall
determine the appropriate measures to be imposed on any State Party that violates this Charter.

Article 47

1. This Charter shall be open for signature, ratification and accession by Member States of the Union in
accordance with their respective constitutional pealures.

2. The instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Chairperson of the Commission.
Article 48

This Charter shall enter into force thirty (30) days after the deposit of fifteen (15) Instruments of Ratification.
Article 49

1. State Parties shall submit every two years, from the date the Charter comes into force, a report to the
Commission on the legislative or other relevant measures taken with a view to giving effect to the principles and
commitments of the Charter;

2. A copyof the report shall be submitted to the relevant organs of the Union for appropriate action within their
respective mandates;

3. The Commission shall prepare and submit to the Assembly, through the Executive Council, a synthesized
report on the implementtion of the Charter;

4. The Assembly shall take appropriate measures aimed at addressing issues raised in the report.

Article 50

1. Any State Party may submit proposals for the amendment or revision of this Charter;

2. Proposals for amendment or revisiohall be submitted to the Chairperson of the Commission who shall
transmit same to State Parties within thirty (30) days of receipt thereof;

3. The Assembly, upon the advice of the Executive Council, shall examine these proposals at its session following
notification, provided all State Parties have been notified at least three (3) months before the beginning of the
session;

4. The Assembly shall adopt amendments or revisions by consensus or failing whichttiydsvmajority;

5. The amendments or revisis shall enter into force when approved by ttlords majority of State Parties.

Article 51

1. The Chairperson of the Commission shall be the depository of this Charter;

2. The Chairperson of the Commission shall inform all Member States of the sigmatifiegtion, accession,

entry into force, reservations, requests for amendments and approvals thereof;

3. Upon entry into force of this Charter, the Chairperson of the Commission shall register it with the Secretary
General of the United Nations in accartte with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 52

None of the provisions of the present Charter shall affect more favourable provisions relating to democracy,
elections and governance contained in the national legislation of StatdePaot in any other regional,
continental or international conventions or agreements applicable in these State Parties.

Article 53

This Charter, drawn up in four (4) original texts, in Arabic, English, French and Portuguese languages, all four (4)
being eally authentic, shall be deposited with the Chairperson of the Commission who shall transmit certified
copies of same to all Member States and the United Nations General Secretariat.

ADOPTED BY THE EIGHTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, HEBABIA EDBIGRIA,
30 JANUARY 2007
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B. Protocol to the African Charter on Humany Rt Sod LJ S Q3
the Rightsof Women in Africa

The States Parties to this Protocol,

CONSIDERIN®Gat Article 66 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rigbtsdes for special protocols

or agreements, if necessary, to supplement the provisions of the African Charter, and that the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity meeting in itsfifeir@rdinary Session

in Adlis Ababa, Ethiopia, in June 1995, endorsed by resolution AHG/Res.240 (XXXI) the recommendation of the
African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights to elaborate a Protdbel Rights of Women in Africa;
CONSIDERIN®@Gat Article 2 of the African Chamt on Human and Peoples’ Rights enshrines the principle of non
discrimination on the grounds of race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or any other
opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status;

FURTHER CONSHIEGthat Article 18 of the African Charter on

Human and Peoples' Rights calls on all States Parties to eliminate every discrimination against women and to
ensure the protection of the rights of women as stipulated in international declarations@meentons;

NOTINGthat Articles 60 and 61 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights recognise regional and
international human rights instruments and African practices consistent with international namrhsman and
peoples' rights as being importargference points for the application and interpretation of the African Charter;
RECALLIN@at women's rights have been recognised and guaranteed in all international human rights
instruments, notably the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Irtienz Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and its Optional Protocol, the African Charter on the Rilghts a
Welfare of the Child, and all other international and regional conventions and covenants relating to the rights of
women as being inalienable, interdependent and individitilman rights;

NOTINGhat women's rights and women's essential role in develepmhave been reaffirmed in the United
Nations Plans of Action on the Environment and Development in 1992, on Human Rights in 1993, on Population
and Development in 1994 and on Social Development in 1995;

RECALLINGALSG/A 1SR bl A2y a efolftiondas8as {2800)/ of the/raeiof oinenvin promoting
peace and security;

REAFFIRMIN@e principle of promoting gender equality as enshrined in the Constitutive Act of the African
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Resolutions and Decisions, which underline the commitment of the African States to ensure the full participation
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FURTHER NOTINfat the African Platform for Action and the Dakar [Reation of 1994 and the Beijing
Platform for Action of 1995 call on all Member States of the United Nations, which have made a solemn
commitment to implement them, to take concrete steps to give greater attention to the human rights of women

in order to eiminate all forms of discrimination and of geneleised violence against women;

RECOGNISINRGe crucial role of women in the preservation of African values based on the principles of equality,
peace, freedom, dignity, justice, solidarity and democracy;

BEMARING IN MINDrelated Resolutions, Declarations, Recommendations, Decisions, Conventions and other
Regional and SuBegional Instruments aimed at eliminating all forms of discrimination and at promoting
equality between women and men,;

CONCERNEMDat despite the ratification of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and other
international human rights instruments by the majority of States Parties, and their solemn commitment to
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eliminate all forms of discrimination and harmful practices against ammvomen in Africa still continue to be
victims of discrimination and harmful practices;

FIRMLY CONVINCHiat any practice that hinders or endangers the normal growth and affects the physical and
psychological development of women and girls should beleomed and eliminated;

DETERMINED ensure that the rights of women are promoted, realised and protected in order to enable them
to enjoy fully all their human rights;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1 Definitions

For the purpose of the present Protdco

a) "African Charter" means the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights;

b) "African Commission” means the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights;

c¢) "Assembly" means the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the African Union;
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f) "Discrimination against women" means any distinction, exclusion or restriction or any differential treatment
based on sex and whose objectives or effemdmpromise or destroy the recognition, enjoyment or the exercise

by women, regardless of their marital status, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in all spheres of life;

g) "Harmful Practices” means all behaviour, attitudes and/or practices whightively affect the fundamental

rights of women and girls, such as their right to life, health, dignity, education and physical integrity;
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i) "States Parties" mes the States Parties to this Protocol;

j) "Violence against women" means all acts perpetrated against women which cause or could cause them
physical, sexual, psychological, and economic harm, including the threat to take such acts; or to undertake the
imposition of arbitrary restrictions on or deprivation of fundamental freedoms in private or public life in peace
time and during situations of armed conflicts or of war;
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Article 2 Elimination of Dscrimination against Women

1. States Parties shall combat all forms of discrimination against women through appropriate legislative,
institutional and other measures. In this regard they shall:

a) include in their national constitutions and other legisiatinstruments, if not already done, the principle of
equality between women and men and ensure its effective application;

b) enact and effectively implement appropriate legislative or regulatory measures, including those prohibiting
and curbing all form®f discrimination particularly those harmful practices which endanger the health and
general weHlbeing of women;

c) integrate a gender perspective in their policy decisions, legislation, development plans, programmes and
activities and in all other sphes of life;

d) take corrective and positive action in those areas where discrimination against women in law and in fact
continues to exist;

e) support the local, national, regional and continental initiatives directed at eradicating all forms of
discrimindion against women.

2. States Parties shall commit themselves to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of women and
men through public education, information, education and communication strategies, with a view to achieving
the elimination ofharmful cultural and traditional practices and all other practices which are based on the idea
of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes, or on stereotyped roles for women and men.

Article 3 Right to Dignity
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1. Every woman shall havee right to dignity inherent in a human being and to the recognition and protection

of her human and legal rights.

2. Every woman shall have the right to respect as a person and to the free development of her personality.

3. States Parties shall adopt aimdplement appropriate measures to prohibit any exploitation or degradation of
women.
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right to respect for her dignity and protection of women frorhfakms of violence, particularly

sexual and verbal violence.

Article 4 The Rights to Life, Integrity and Security of the Person

1. Every woman shall be entitled to respect for her life and the integrity and security of her person. All forms of
exploitaion, cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment and treatment shall be prohibited.

2. States Parties shall take appropriate and effective measures to:

a) enact and enforce laws to prohibit all forms of violence against women including unwanted or forced sex
whether the violence takes place in private or public;

b) adopt such other legislative, administrative, social and economic measures as may be necessary to ensure the
prevention, punishment and eradication of all forms of violence against women;

¢) identifythe causes and consequences of violence against women and take appropriate measures to prevent
and eliminate such violence;

d) actively promote peace education through curricula and social communication in order to eradicate elements
in traditional and culral beliefs, practices and stereotypes which legitimise and exacerbate the persistence and
tolerance of violence against women;

e) punish the perpetrators of violence against women and implement programmes for the rehabilitation of
women victims;

f) establish mechanisms and accessible services for effective information, rehabilitation and reparation for
victims of violence against women;

g) prevent and condemn trafficking in women, prosecute the perpetrators of such trafficking and protect those
women mos at risk;

h) prohibit all medical or scientific experiments on women without their informed consent;

i) provide adequate budgetary and other resources for the implementation and monitoring of actions aimed at
preventing and eradicating violence againstnagn;

j) ensure that, in those countries where the death penalty still exists, not to carry out death sentences on
pregnant or nursing women;

k) ensure that women and men enjoy equal rights in terms of access to refugee status determination procedures
and that women refugees are accorded the full protection and benefits guaranteed under international refugee
law, including their own identity and other documents.

Article 5 Elimination of Harmful Practices

States Parties shall prohibit and condemn all foohkarmful practices which negatively affect the human rights

of women and which are contrary to recognised international standards. States Parties shall take all necessary
legislative and other measures to eliminate such practices, including:

a) creationof public awareness in all sectors of society regarding harmful practices through information, formal
and informal education and outreach programmes;

b) prohibition, through legislative measures backed by sanctions, of all forms of female genital nmytilatio
scarification, medicalisation and paneedicalisation of female genital mutilation and all other practices in order

to eradicate them;

c) provision of necessary support to victims of harmful practices through basic services such as health services,
legd and judicial support, emotional and psychologicalinselingas well as vocational training to make them
seltsupporting;
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d) protection of women who are at risk of being subjected to harmful practices or all other forms of violence,
abuse and intolerance

Article 6. Marriage

States Parties shall ensure that women and men enjoy equal rights and are regarded as equal partners in
marriage. They shall enact appropriate national legislative measures to guarantee that:

a) no marriage shall take place withotietfree and full consent of both parties;

b) the minimum age of marriage for women shall be 18 years;

¢) monogamy is encouraged as the preferred form of marriage and that the rights of women in marriage and
family, including in polygamous marital relatitiyzs are promoted

and protected;

d) every marriage shall be recorded in writing and registered in accordance with national laws, in order to be
legally recognised;

e) the husband and wife shall, by mutual agreement, choose their matrimonial regime ardplasidence;

f) a married woman shall have the right to retain her maiden name, to use it as she pleases, jointly or separately
with her husband's surname;

g) a woman shall have the right to retain her nationality or to acquire the nationality of Isband,;

h) a woman and a man shall have equal rights, with respect to the nationality of their children except where this
is contrary to a provision in national legislation or is contrary to national security interests;

i) a woman and a man shall jointly rddbute to safeguarding the interests of the family, protecting and
educating their children;

j) during her marriage, a woman shall have the right to acquire her own property and to administer and manage
it freely.

Article 7: Separation, Divorce and Antment of Marriage

States Parties shall enact appropriate legislation to ensure that women and men enjoy the same rights in case of
separation, divorce or annulment of marriage. In this regard, they shall ensure that:

a) separation, divorce or annulment @fmarriage shall be effected by judicial order;

b) women and men shall have the same rights to seek separation, divorce or annulment of a marriage;

) in case of separation, divorce or annulment of marriage, women and men shall have reciprocal rights and
responsibilities towards their children. In any case, the interests of the children shall be given paramount
importance;

d) in case of separation, divorce or annulment of marriage, women and men shall have the right to an equitable
sharing of the joint proerty deriving from the marriage.

Article 8 Access to Justice and Equal Protection before the Law

Women and men are equal before the law and shall have the right to equal protection and benefit of the law.
States Parties shall take all appropriate measuweensure:

a) effective access by women to judicial and legal services, including legal aid;

b) support to local, national, regional and continental initiatives directed at providing women access to legal
services, including legal aid;

c) the establishmet of adequate educational and other appropriate structures with particular attention to
women and to sensitise everyone to the rights of women;

d) that law enforcement organs at all levels are equipped to effectively interpret and enforce gender equality
rights;

e) that women are represented equally in the judiciary and law enforcement organs;

f) reform of existing discriminatory laws and practices in order to promote and protect the rights of women.
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Article 9 Right to Participation in the Politicaind DecisionMaking Process

1. States Parties shall take specific positive action to promote participative governance and the equal
participation of women in the political life of their countries through affirmative action, enabling national
legislation andbther measures to ensure that:

a) women participate without any discrimination in all elections;

b) women are represented equally at all levels with men in all electoral processes;

c) women are equal partners with men at all levels of development and mggi&ation of State poties and
development programmes

2. States Parties shall ensure increased and effective representation and participation of women at all levels of
decisiormaking.

Article 10 Right to Peace

1. Women have the right to a peaceful geince and the right to participate in the promotion and maintenance

of peace.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the increased participation of women:

a) in programmes of education for peace and a culture of peace;

b) in the $ructures and processes for conflict prevention, management and resolution at local, national,
regional, continental and international levels;

¢) in the local, national, regional, continental and international decision making structures to ensure physical,
psychological, social and legal protection of asylum seekers, refugees, returnees and displaced persons, in
particular women;

d) in all levels of the structures established for the management of camps and settlements for asylum seekers,
refugees, returnes and displaced persons, in particular, women;

e) in all aspects of planning, formulation and implementation of qwosiflict reconstruction and rehabilitation.

3. States Parties shall take the necessary measures to reduce military expenditure significdatiour of
spending on social development in general, and the promotion of women in particular.

Article 11 Protection of Women in Armed Conflicts

1. States Parties undertake to respect and ensure respect for the rules of international humanitarian la
applicable in armed conflict situations, which affect the population, particularly women.

2. States Parties shall, in accordance with the obligations incumbent upon them under international
humanitarian law, protect civilians including women, irrespextif the population to which thepelong, in the

event of armed conflict.

3. States Parties undertake to protect asylum seeking women, refugees, returnees and internally displaced
persons, against all forms of violence, rape and other forms of sexualitexiple, and to ensure that such acts

are considered war crimes, genocide and/or crimes against humanity and that their perpetrators are brought to
justice before a competent criminal jurisdiction.

4. States Parties shall take all necessary measures toetisat no child, especially girls under 18 years of age,
take a direct part in hostilities and that no child is recruited as a soldier.

Article 12 Right to Education and Training

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:

a) eliminate dl forms of discrimination against women and guarantee equal opportunity and access in the
sphere of education and training;

b) eliminate all stereotypes in textbooks, syllabuses and the media, that perpetuate such discrimination;

c) protect women, especigl the girtchild from all forms of abuse, including sexual harassment in schools and
other educational institutions and provide for sanctions against the perpetrators of such practices;

d) provide access toounselingand rehabilitation services to womemho suffer abuses and sexual harassment;
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e) integrate gender sensitisation and human rights education at all levels of education curricula including teacher
training.

2. States Parties shall take specific positive action to:

a) promote literacy among women

b) promote education and training for women at all levels and in all disciplines, particularly in the fields of
science and technology;

c¢) promote the enrolment and retention of girls in schools and other training institutions and the organisation of
programmes for women who leave school prematurely.

Article 13 Economic and Social Welfare Rights

States Parties shall adopt and enforce legislative and other measures to guarantee women equal opportunities
in work and career advancement and other econongipartunities. In this respect, theshall:

a) promote equality of access to employment;

b) promote the right to equal remuneration for jobs of equal value for women and men;

C) ensure transparency in recruitment, promotion and dismissal of women and c@ntatunish sexual

harassment in the workplace;

d) guarantee women the freedom to choose their occupation, and protect them from exploitation by their
employers violating and exploiting their fundamental rights as recognised and guaranteed by convéatisns,
and regulations in force;

e) create conditions to promote and support the occupations and economic activities of women, in particular,
within the informal sector;

f) establish a system of protection and social insurance for women working in the alfsattor and sensitise
them to adhere to it;

g) introduce a minimum age for work and prohibit the employment of children below that age, and prohibit,
combat and punish all forms of exploitation of children,

especially the gitthild;

h) take the necessgmmeasures to recognise the economic value of the work of women in the home;

i) guarantee adequate and paid pr@nd postnatal maternity leave in both the private and public sectors;

j) ensure the equal application of taxation laws to women and men;

k) recognise and enforce the right of salaried women to the same allowances and entitlements as those granted
to salaried men for their spouses and children;

I) recognise that both parents bear the primary responsibility for the upbringing and developmeniidrech

and that this is a social function for which the State and the private sector have secondary responsibility;

m) take effective legislative and administrative measures to prevent the exploitation and abuse of women in
advertising and pornography.

Article 14 Health and Reproductive Rights

1. States Parties shall ensure that the right to health of women, including sexual and reproductive health is
respected and promoted.

This includes:

a) the right to control their fertility;

b) the right to decide wther to have children, the number of children and the spacing of children;

¢) the right to choose any method of contraception;

d) the right to seHprotection and to be protected against sexually transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS;

e) the right tobe informed on one's health status and on the health status of one's partner, particularly if
affected with sexually transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS, in accordance with internationally recognised
standards and best practices;

g) the right to hae family planning education.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:
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a) provide adequate, affordable and accessible health services, including information, education and
communication programmes to women especially those in rural areas;

b) establish and strengthen existing pratal, delivery and postatal health and nutritional services for women
during pregnancy and while they are bredséding;

c) protect the reproductive rights of women by authorizing medical abortion in casesxoélsassault, rape,
incest, and where the continued pregnancy endangers the mental and physical health of the mother or the life
of the mother or the foetus.

Article 15 Right to Food Security

States Parties shall ensure that women have the right to tiois and adequate food. In this regard, they shall
take appropriate measures to:

a) provide women with access to clean drinking water, sources of domestic fuel, land, and the means of
producing nutritious food;

b) establish adequate systems of supply atarage to ensure food security.

Article 16 Right to Adequate Housing

Women shall have the right to equal access to housing and to acceptable living conditions in a healthy
environment. To ensure this right, States Parties shall grant to women, whateiemarital

status, access to adequate housing.

Article 17 Right to Positive Cultural Context

1. Women shall have the right to live in a positive cultural context and to participate at all levels in the
determination of cultural policies.

2. States Pdies shall take all appropriate measures to enhance the participation of women in the formulation of
cultural policies at all levels.

Article 18 Right to a Healthy and Sustainable Environment

1. Women shall have the right to live in a healthy and suatdeenvironment.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to:

a) ensure greater participation of women in the planning, management and preservation of the environment
and the sustainable use of natural resources at all levels;

b) promote resarch and investment in new and renewable energy sources and appropriate technologies,
including information technologies and facilitate women's access to, and participation in their control;

O0 LINRGSOG IyR SylFofS (KS RSEfRERaMSYy i 2F 62YSyQa Ay
c) regulate the management, processing, storage and disposal of domestic waste;

d) ensure that proper standards are followed for the storage, transportation and disposal of toxic waste.

Article 19 Right to Sustainable Development

Women shdlhave the right to fully enjoy their right to sustainable development. In this connection, the States
Parties shall take all appropriate measures to: 18

a) introduce the gender perspective in the national development planning procedures;

b) ensure partigiation of women at all levels in the conceptualisation, decisi@king, implementation and
evaluation of development policies and programmes;

O0 LINBY2(GS 62YSyQa I00Saa (2 IyR O2yiNRf 2@SNJ LINBRc
property;
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levels in order to provide women with a higher quality of life and reduce the level of poverty among women;

e) take into account indicators buman development specifically relating to women in the elaboration of
development policies and programmes; and
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f) ensure that the negative effects of globalisation and any adverse effects of the implementation of trade and
economic policies and programmmare reduced to the minimum fevomen.

Article 20 Widows' Rights

States Parties shall take appropridégal measures to ensure thatidows enjoy all human rights through the
implementation of the following provisions:

a) that widows are not subjected inhuman, humiliating or degrading treatment;

b) that a widow shall automatically become the guardian and custodian of her children, after the death of her
husband, unless this is contrary to the interests and the welfare oftliidren;

c¢) that a widowshall have the right to remarry, and in that event, to marry the person of her choice.

Article 21 Right to Inheritance

1. A widow shall have the right to an equitable share in the inheritance of the property of her husband. A widow
shall have the rightd continue to live in the matrimonial house. In case of remarriage, she shall retain this right
if the house belongs to her or she has inherited it.

2. Women and men shall have the right to inherit, in equitable shares, their parents’ properties.

Article 22: Special Protection of Elderly Women

The States Parties undertake to:

a) provide protection to elderly women and take specific measures commensurate with their physical, economic
and social needs as well as their access to employmenparfdssional taining;

b) ensure the right of elderly women to freedom from violence, including sexual abuse, discrimination based on
age and the right to be treated with dignity.

Article 23 Special Protection of Women with Disabilities

The States Parties undertake to:

a) ensure the protection of women with disabilities and take specific measures commensurate with their
physical, economic and social needs to facilitate their access to employment, professional and vocational
training as well as their participation in dslon-making;

b) ensure the right of women with disabilities to freedom from violence, including sexual abuse, discrimination
based on disability and the right to be treated with dignity.

Article 24 Special Protection of Women in Distress

The States Pads undertake to:

a) ensure the protection of poor women and women heads of families including women from marginalized
population groups and provide an environment suitable to their condition and their special physical, economic
and social needs;

b) ensure the right of pregnant or nursing women or women in detention by providing them with an
environment which is suitable to their condition and the right to be treated with dignity.

Article 25 Remedies

States Parties shall undertake to:

a) provide for apprpriate remedies to any woman whose rights or freedoms, as herein recognised, have been
violated;

b) ensure that such remedies are determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or
by any other competent authority provided foy law.
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Article 26 Implementation and Monitoring

1. States Parties shall ensure the implementation of this Protocol at national level, and in their periodic reports
submitted in accordance with Article 62 of the African Charter, indicate the legeslatid othermeasures
undertaken for the full realisation of the rights herein recognised.

2. States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary measures and in particular shall provide budgetary and other
resources for the full and effective implementatiofitbe rights herein recognised.

Article 27 Interpretation
The African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights shall be seized with matters of interpretation arising from the
application or implementation of this Protocol.

Article 28 Signature, Ratificatiorand Accession

1. This Protocol shall be open for signature, ratification and accession by the States Parties, in accordance with
their respective constitutional procedures.

2. The instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Charpef the Commission of the

AU.

Article 29 Entry into Force

1. This Protocol shall enter into force thirty (30) days after the deposit of the fifteenth (15) instrument of
ratification.

2. For each State Party that accedes to this Protocol after itsngpmto force, the Protocol shall come into
force on the date of deposit of the instrument of accession.

3. The Chairperson of the Commission of the AU shall notify all Member States of the coming into force of this
Protocol.

Article 30 Amendment and Reision

1. Any State Party may submit proposals for the amendment or revision of this Protocol.

2. Proposals for amendment or revision shall be submitted, in writing, to the Chairperson of the Commission of
the AU who shall transmit the same to the Statesties within thirty (30) days of receipt thereof.

3. The Assembly, upon advice of the African Commission, shall examine these proposals within a period of one
(1) year following notification of States Parties, in accordance with the provisions of par&odhis article.

4. Amendments or revision shall be adopted by the Assembly by a simple majority.

5. The amendment shall come into force for each State Party, which has accepted it thirty (30) days after the
Chairperson of the Commission of the AU rexeived notice of the acceptance.

Article 31 Status of the Present Protocol

None of the provisions of the present Protocol shall affect more favourable provisions for the realisation of the
rights of women contained in the national legislation of Stéfesties or in any other regional, continental or
international conventions, treaties or agreements applicable in these States Parties.

Article 32 Transitional Provisions
t SYRAYy3a (KS SaidloftAakKYSyid 2
l dzYty FyR tS2LX SaQ widakdaa a
implementation of this Protocol.
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Adopted by the 2nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union Maputo, 11 July 2003
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C. TheAfrican Youth Charter

PREAMBLE

GUDEB & (KS /2yaiAaddziagsS ' 004G 2F GKS !''FNROLY ! yA2ysS GF
GUDEmD & (KS @AaArzys K2LSa FyR FaLANIGA2ya 2F (&S ! TN
dignity and inalienable rights afforded to all members of the human family as set out in the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the International Covenant of Civil and

Political Rights (1976) and the International Covenant oon&mic, Social and Cultural Rights (1976), and
FNIOAOdzE I SR F2NJ 0KS ! FNAOFIY LIS2L) Sa GKNRdJAK GKS ! ¥N
RECALLIN@®e resolution of the Heads of State and government during the 1999 Algiers Summit for the
develgoment of the ParAfrican Charter;

FULLY ATTACHE® the virtues and values of African historical tradition and civilization which form the
F2dzy RFGA2Yy FT2NJ 2dzNJ O2y OSLJi 27F LIS2L) SQa NRIKGAT
RECALLINtBe historic injustices imposed on Africa such as slavetgnization, depletion of natural resources

and taking into account the firm will of African peoples for-gelfermination and the economic integration of

Africa;

CONVINCED KF G ! FNRAOF Q& 3ANBI1Sal NBaz2dzNOS A dactiveladd fudl 2 dzli K -
participation, Africans can surmount the difficulties that lie ahead;

BEARING IN MINEhe international Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (1979) and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human &8 RPJX S&4Q wA3IKGa& NBf | A
Women in Africa (2003) and the progress achieved in eliminating gender discrimination, but ever cognisant of
the obstacles that still prevent girls and women from fully participating in African society;

REAFFIRMINtBe need to take appropriate measures to promote and protect the rights and welfare of children

as outlined in the Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989) and through the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child (1999),

ACKNOWLEDGINRe commitments already made towards the United Nations Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) and inviting the partners to reaffirm their support to advance thevegtig of youth;

RECOGNISINfe efforts made by States Parties and civil societies to addhessdonomic, social, educational,

cultural and spiritual needs of youth;

NOTINGwith concern the situation of African youth, many of whom are marginalized from mainstream society
through inequalities in income, wealth and power, unemployment and undereynpdmt, infected and affected

by the HIV/AIDS pandemic, living in situations of poverty and hunger, experiglficdngcy and poor quality
educational systems, restricted access to health services and to information, exposure to violence including
genderviolence, engaging in armed conflicts and experiencing various forms of discrimination;

RECALLINtBe United Nations World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and beyond and the ten
priority areas identified for youth (education, employment, lgen and poverty, health, environment, drug

abuse, juvenile delinquency, leisutiene activities, girls and young women and youth participating in decision
making), and the five additional areas (HIV/AIDS, ICT, Intergenerational dialogue,..) adopted@®3heN

General assembly;

RECOGNISIN®at youth are partners, assets and a prerequisite for sustainable development and for the peace
and prosperity of Africa with a unique contribution to make to the present and to future development;
CONSIDERINtBe role that youth have played in the process of decolonisation, the struggle against apartheid
and more recently in its efforts to encourage the development and to promote the democratic processes on the
African Continent;

REAFFIRMIN@at the continuous cultual development of Africa rests with its youth and therefore requires

their active and enlightened participation as espoused in the Cultural Charter for Africa ;

GUDEm & GKS bS¢ tINIYSNAKALI F2NJ ! FNAOI Qa 5S@B20@LIVSyY
that is working towards youth empowerment and development;

67



Worksop on Regional Instruments BEmocratic Governance
and Conflict Prevention in West Africa

(SWAC/OEGDRS6 to 19 October 2007)

African Uniorinstruments

ACKNOWLEDGINSe increasing calls and the enthusiasm of youth to actively participate at local, national,
regional and international levels to determine their own development and the azbraent of society at large;
ACKNOWLEDGING AL call in Bamako (2005) by the youth organizations across Africa to empower youth
by building their capacity, leadership, responsibilities and provide access to information such that they can take
up their ightful place as active agents in decisiomaking and governance;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATINInter-relatedness of the challenges facing youth and the need for €ross
sectoral policies and programmes that attend to the needs of youth in a holistic manner;

CONSIDERINBat the promotion and protection of the rights of youth also implies the performance of duties
by youth as by all other actors in society;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERAT#H®@Needs and aspirations of young displaced persons, refugees and youth with
special needs;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

DEFINITIONS

G/ K A NBsbalNdeanyhé Chairperson of the African Union Commission;

Charteé aKFff YSIy GKS ! FTNAOLY |, 2dziK / KIF NI SNJ

o 2 Y YA ashdl thgah the Commission of African Union

a 5 A I adhi|dl kah peples of African descent and heritage living outside the continent, irrespective of their
citizenship and who remain committed to contribute to the development of the continent and the building of
the African Unior{DOC.EX.CL/164(VIl))

& a SYo S NJshalimeandteraber States of the African Union

GaAyaKREE YSIYy @2dzy/3 LIS2LX S ISR mp G2 wmt &SI NB &dz
a{ G G S ashall mdéah Mesnhet States, which have ratified or acceded to the present Charter;

a |y Askafl mean the Africanrion

dvoutht C2 NJ (0 KS LldzNLJIgcatBat yohd pedpkshail refér kolewdy felsBn between the ages of
15 and 35 years.

PART 1: RIGHTS AND DUTIES

Article 1: Obligation of State Parties

1. States Parties of the African Union to the presenar€@n shall recognize the rights, freedoms and duties
enshrined in this Charter.

2. State Parties shall undertake the necessary steps, in accordance with their Constitutional processes and with
the provisions of the present Charter, to adopt such legigtatir other measures that may be necessary to give
effect to the provisions of the Charter.

Article 2: Nondiscrimination

1. Every young person shall be entitled to the enjoyments of the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed
in this Charter irrespaive of their race, ethnic group, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status.

2. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that youth are protected againstnallofor
discrimination on the basis of status, activities, expressed opinions or beliefs.

3. State Parties shall recognize the rights of Young people from ethnic, religious and linguistic marginalized
groups or youth of indigenous origin, to enjoy their oawiture, freely practice their own religion or to use their

own language in community with other members of their group.

Article 3: Freedom of Movement

1. Every young person has the right to leave any country, including his/her own, and to return to bzihgy.

Article 4: Freedom of Expression

1. Every young person shall be assured the right to express his or her ideas and opinions freely in all matters and
to disseminate his or her ideas and opinions subject to the restrictions as are prescribegby la
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2. Every young person shall have the freedom to seek, receive and disseminate information and ideas of all
1AYRaZI SAGKSNI 2Nl ffeésxs Ay gNRGAY3ISZT Ay LINAYyGI Ay GKS
subject to the restrictions aga prescribed by laws.

Article 5: Freedom of Association

1. Every young person shall have the right to free association and freedom of peaceful assembly in conformity
with the law.

2. Young people shall not be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 6: Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion

Every young person shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

Article 7: Protection of Private Life

No young person shall be subject to the arbitrary or unlawful interference wéknéi privacy, residence or
correspondence, or to attacks upon his/her honour or reputation.

Article 8: Protection of the Family

1. The family, as the most basic social institution, shall enjoy the full protection and support of States Parties for
its estdblishment and development noting that the structure and form of families varies in different social and
cultural contexts.

2. Young men and women of full age who enter into marriage shall do so based on their free consent and shall
enjoy equal rights andesponsibilities.

Article 9: Property

1. Every young person shall have the right to own and to inherit property.

2. States Parties shall ensure that young men and young women enjoy equal rights to own property.

3. States Parties shall ensure that youth awet arbitrarily deprived of their property including inherited
property.

Article 10: Development

1. Every young person shall have the right to social, economic, political and cultural development with due
regard to their freedom and identity and in equaljeyment of the common heritage of mankind.

2. States Parties shall encourage youth organizations to lead youth programmes and to ensure the exercise of
the right to development.

3. States Parties shall:

a) Encourage the media to disseminate informatioattiill be of economic, political, social and cultural benefit

to youth;

b) Promote the development of youth media for the dissemination of information to young people;

¢) Encourage international amperation in the production, exchange and disseminatidninformation from

both national and international sources that are of economic, social and cultural value to youth;

d) Provide access to information and education and training for young people to learn their rights and
responsibilities, to be schooled democratic processes, citizenship, decisiaking, governance arldadership

such that they develop the technical skills and confidence to participate in these processes;

Article 11: Youth Participation

1. Every young person shall have the right to padite in all spheres of society.

2. States Parties shall take the following measures to promote agivtl participation in societyfhey shall:

a) Guarantee the participation of youth in parliament and other decisiaking bodies in accordance with the
prescribed laws;

b) Facilitate the creation or strengthening of platforms for youth participation in decisi@king at local,
national, regional, and continental levels of governance;

¢) Ensure equal access to young men and young women to participdéxisionmaking and in fulfilling civic
duties;

d) Give priority to policies and programmes including youth advocacy andt@geer programmes for
marginalised youth, such as eot school and oubf-work youth, to offer them the opportunity anthotivation

to re-integrate into mainstream society;
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e) Provide access to information such that young people become aware of their rights and of opportunities to
participate in decisiommaking and civic life;

f) Institute measures to professionalize youth work anttoduce relevant training programmes in higher
education and other such training institutions;

g) Provide technical and financial support to build the institutional capacity of youth organisations;

h) Institute policy and programmes of youth voluntariatiocal, national, regional and international levels as an
important form of youth participation and as a means of paepeer training.

i) Provide access to information and services that will empower youth to become aware of their rights and
responsibities,

j) Include youth representatives as part of delegations to ordinary sessions and other relevant meetings to
broaden channels of communication and enhance the discussion of youth related issues.

Article 12: National Youth Policy

1. Every State Partieshall develop a comprehensive and coherent national youth policy.

a) The policy shall be cressctoral in nature considering the interrelatedness of the challenges facing young
people;

b) The development of a national youth policy shall be informedxignsive consultation with young people

and cater for their active participation in decisiamaking at all levels of governance in issues concerning youth
and society as a whole;

c) A youth perspective shall be integrated and mainstreamed into all plammdglecisiormaking as well as
programme development. The appointment of youth focal points in government structuresestale this
process;

d) Mechanisms to address these youth challenges shall be framed within the national development framework
of the country;

e) The policy shall provide guidelines on the definition of youth adopted and specify subgroups that shall be
targeted for development;

f) The policy shall advocate equal opportunities for young men and for young women;

0) A baseline evaluatioor situation analysis shall inform the policy on the priority issues for youth development;
h) The policy shall be adopted by parliament and enacted into law;

i) A national youth coordinating mechanism shall be set up and shall provide a platform as welva as a
linking agent for youth organisations to participate in youth policy development as well as the implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of related programmes;

j) National programmes of action shall be developed that are time bound and tleatce@nnected to an
implementation and evaluation strategy for which indicators shall be outlined;

k) Such a programme of action shall be accompanied by adequate and sustained budgetary allocation.

Article 13: Education and Skills Development

1. Every youngerson shall have the right to education of good quality.

2. The value of multiple forms of education, including formal,-faamal, informal, distance learning and life

long learning, to meet the diverse needs of young people shall be embraced.

3. The edcation of young people shall be directed to:

FO ¢KS LINRPY2GA2Y YR K2fAadA0 RSOSt2LIYSyd 2F (GKS @2
to their full potential;

b) Fostering respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms as seindie provisions of the various
F'FNROIFY KdzYly FyR LIS2L)X SQa NAIKGA FYR AYUGSNYlFGA2y !l §
c¢) Preparing young people for responsible lives in free societies that promote peace, understanding, tolerance,
dialogue, mutuatespect and friendship among all nations and across all groupings of people;

d) The preservation and strengthening of positive African motadglitional values and cultures and the
development of national and African identity and pride;

e) The developma of respect for the environment and natural resources;
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f) The development of life skills to function effectively in society and include issues such as HIV/AIDS,
reproductive health, substance abuse prevention and cultural practices that are harmfiéd teettith of young

girls and women as part of the education curricula;

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving full realisation of this right and
shall, in particular:

a) Provide free and compulsory basic education @@keé steps to minimise the indirect costs of education;

b) Make all forms of secondary education more readily available and accessible by all possible means including
progressively free;

c) Take steps to encourage regular school attendance and reduceodtoptes;

d) Strengthen participation in and the quality of training in science and technology;

e) Revitalise vocational education and training relevant to current and prospective employment opportunities
and expand access by developing centres in iamdlremote areas;

f) Make higher education equally accessible to all including establishing distance learning centres of excellence;
g) Avail multiple access points for education and skills development including opportunities outside of
mainstream educatioal institutions e.g., workplace skills development, distance learning, adult literacy and
national youth service programmes;

h) Ensure, where applicable, that girls and young women who become pregnant or married before completing
their education shall hathe opportunity to continue their education;

i) Allocate resources to upgrade the quality of education delivered and ensure that it is relevant to the needs of
contemporary society and engenders critical thinking rather than rote learning;

j) Adopt pedaggy that incorporates the benefits of and trains young people in the use of modern information
and communication technology such that youth are better prepared for the world of work;

k) Encourage youth participation in community work as part of educatidsutld a sense of civic duty;

I) Introduce scholarship and bursary programmes to encourage entry inteppmsary school education and

into higher education outstanding youth from disadvantaged communities, espegiaihg girls;

m) Establish and encoage participation of all young men and young women in sport, cultural and recreational
activities as part of holistic development;

n) Promote culturally appropriate, age specific sexuality and responsible parenthood education;

0) Promote the equivalence afegrees between African educational institutions to enable the youth to study
and work in State Parties;

p) Adopt preferential recruitment policies for African youth with specialised skills amongst States Parties.

5. Youth are determined to transform theontinent in the fields of science and technology. Therefore they are
committed to:

a) Promoting and using science and technology in Africa;

b) Conducting research towards science and technology.

6. State Parties should encourage youth to conduct resedmdhis regard, an African discoveries day should be
established along with mechanism of awarding prizes at the continental level.

7. Enterprises that are located in Africa should establish partnerships with training institutions to contribute to
technolagy transfer for the benefit of African students and researchers.

Article 14: Poverty Eradication and Soeé@onomic Integration of Youth

1. States Parties shall: Recognise the right of young people to a standard of living adequate for their holistic
develgpment.

2. Recognise the right of young people to be free from hunger and shall take individual or collective measures to:
a) Enhance the attractiveness of rural areas to young people by improving access to services and facilities such
as educational and ttural services;

b) Train young people to take up agricultural, mineral, commercial and industrial production using contemporary
systems and promote the benefits of modern information and communication technology to gain access to
existing and new markets;

¢) Provide grants of land to youth and youth organisations for socioeconomic development purposes;
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d) Facilitate access to credit to promote youth participation in agricultural and other sustainable livelihood
projects;

e) Facilitate the participation afoung people in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of
national development plans, policies and poverty reduction strategies.

3. Recognise the right of every young person to benefit from social security, including social insurance.

In this regard, States Parties shall take the necessary measures to achieve the full realisation of these rights in
accordance with their national law especially when the security of food tenure, clothing, housing and other basic
needs are compromised.

Article 15: Sustainable Livelihoods and Youth Employment

1. Every young person shall have the right to gainful employment.

2. Every young person shall have the right to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing
work that is likely to be hazardois2 2 NJ AYGSNFSNBE HAGK GKS @2dzy3 LISNE?2
@2dzy3 LISNEB2YyQa KSIfGK 2NJ K2fAaiGA0 RS@OSt2LIYSydo

3. States Parties shall address and ensure the availability of accurate data on youth employment, unemployment
and underemployment sas to facilitate the prioritisation of the issue in National development programmes
complemented by clear programmes to address unemployment;

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving full realisation of this right to
gainful employment and shall in particular:

a) Ensure equal access to employment and equal pay for equal work or equal value of work and offer protection
against discrimination regardless of ethnicity, race, gender, disability, religion, polgaahl, cultural or
economic background;

b) Develop macroeconomic policies that focus on job creation particularly for youth and for young women;

c) Develop measures to regulate the informal economy to prevent unfair labour practices where the majority of
youth wak;

d) Foster greater linkages between the labour market and the education and training system to ensure that
curricula are aligned to the needs of the labour market and that youth are being trainédldis where
employment opportunities are available are growing;

e) Implement appropriateimed career guidance for youth as part of the schooling and -polsboling
education system;

f) Promote youth entrepreneurship by including entrepreneurship training in the school curricula, providing
access to crdit, business development skills training, mentorship opportunities and better information on
market opportunities;

g) Institute incentive schemes for employers to invest in the skills development of employed and unemployed
youth;

h) Institute national yoth service programmes to engender community participation and skills development for
entry into the labour market.

Article 16: Health

1. Every young person shall have the right to enjoy the best attainable state of physical, mental and spiritual
health.

2. States Parties shall undertake to pursue the full implementation of this right and in particular shall take
measures to:

a) Make available equitable and ready access to medical assistance and health care especially in rural and poor
urban areas with an ephasis on the development of primary health care;

b) Secure the full involvement of youth in identifying their reproductive and health needs and designing
programmes that respond to these needs with special attention to vulnerable and disadvantaged youth;

¢) Provide access to youth friendly reproductive health services including contraceptives, antenatal and post
natal services;

d) Institute programmes to address health pandemics in Africa such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria;
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e) Institute comprehenge programmes to prevent the transmission of sexually transmitted infections and
HIV/AIDS by providing education, information, communication and awareness creation as wedkig
protective measures and reproductive health services available;

f) Expandthe availability and encourage the uptake of voluntaryunselingand confidential testing for
HIV/AIDS;

g) Provide timely access to treatment for young people infected with HIV/AIDS including prevention of mother to
child transmission, post rape prophyla, and antretroviral therapy and creation of health services specific for
young people;

h) Provide food security for people living with HIV/AIDS;

i) Institute comprehensive programmes including legislative steps to prevent unsafe abortions;

j) Take leslative steps such as banning advertising and increasing price in addition to instituting comprehensive
preventative and curative programmes to control the consumption of tobacco, exposure to environmental
tobacco smoke and alcohol abuse;

k) Raise awarerss amongst youth on the dangers of drug abuse through partnerships with youth, youth
organisations and the community;

[) Strengthen local, national, regional and international partnerships to eradicate the demand, supply and
trafficking of drugs includingsing youth to traffic drugs;

m) Provide rehabilitation for young people abusing drugs such that they can-iegeated into social and
economic life;

n) Provide technical and financial support to build the institutional capacity of youth organisati@uress

public health concerns including issues concerning youth with disabilities and young peaopied at an early

age.

Article 17: Peace and Security

In view of the important role of youth in promoting peace and wolence and the lasting physicand
psychological scars that result from involvement in violence, armed conflict and war, States Parties shall:

a) Strengthen the capacity of young people and youth organisations in peace building, conflict prevention and
conflict resolution through thgpromotion of intercultural learning, civic education, tolerance, hunraghts
education and democracy, mutual respect for cultural, ethnic and religious diversity, the importance of dialogue
and cooperation, responsibility, solidarity and internationabperation;

b) Institute mechanisms to promote a culture of peace and tolerance amongst young people that discourages
their participation in acts of violence, terrorism, xenophobia, racial discrimination, gdyased discrimination,
foreign occupation anttafficking in arms and drugs;

¢) Institute education to promote a culture of peace and dialogue in all schools and training centres at all levels;
d) Condemn armed conflict and prevent the participation, involvement, recruitment and sexual slavery gf youn
people in armed conflict;

e) Take all feasible measures to protect the civilian population, including youth, who are affected and displaced
by armed conflict;

f) Mobilise youth for the reconstruction of areas devastated by war, bringing help to refageewar victims

and promoting peace, reconciliation and rehabilitation activities;

g) Take appropriate measures to promote physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration of young
victims of armed conflict and war by providing access to edogaand skills developmerguch as vocational
training to resume social and economic life.

Article 18: Law Enforcement

1. Every young person accused or found guilty of having infringed the penal law shall have the right to be treated
with humanity and wittrespect for the inherent dignity of the human person.

2. States Parties shall in particular:

a) Ensure that youth who are detained or imprisoned or in rehabilitation centres are not subjected to torture,
inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment;

b) Ehsure that accused minors shall be segregated from convicted persons and shall be subject to separate
treatment appropriate to their status;
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¢) Build rehabilitation facilities for accused and imprisoned youth who are still minors and house them separately
from adults;

d) Provide induction programmes for imprisoned youth that are based on reformation, social rehabilitation and
re-integration into family life;

e) Make provisions for the continued education and skills development of imprisoned young peqale af

the restorative justice process.

f) Ensure that accused and convicted young people are entitled to a lawyer.

Article 19: Sustainable Development and Protection of the Environment

1. States Parties shall ensure the use of sustainable methods t@wephe lives of young people such that
measures instituted do not jeopardize opportunities for future generations.

2. States Parties shall recognise the vested interest of young people in protecting the natural environment as the
inheritors of the enviroment. In this regard, they shall:

a) Encourage the media, youth organisations, in partnership with nationairdechational organisations, to
produce,exchange and disseminate information on environmental preservation and best practices to protect
the ervironment;

b) Train youth in the use of technologies that protect and conserve the environment;

¢) Support youth organisations in instituting programmes that encourage environmental preservation such as
waste reduction, recycling and tree planting progragsn

d) Facilitate youth participation in the design, implementation and evaluation of environmental policies
including the conservation of African natural resources at local, national, regional and international levels;

e) Develop realistic and flexibleategies for the regeneration of forests;

f) Initiate intensive actions to prevent the expansion of deserts.

Article 20: Youth and Culture

1. States Parties shall take the following steps to promote and protect the morals and traditional values
recognisedby the community:

a) Eliminate all traditional practices that undermine the physical integrity and dignity of women;

b) Recognise and value beliefs and traditional practices that contribute to development;

c) Establish institutions and programmes for thevelopment, documentation, preservation and dissemination

of culture;

d) Work with educational institutions, youth organisations, the media and other partners to raise awareness of
and teach and inform young people about African culture, values and imaligeinowledge;

e) Harness the creativity of youth to promote local cultural values and traditions by representing them in a
format acceptable to youth and in a language and in forms to which youth are able to relate;

f) Introduce and intensify teaching iAfrican languages in all forms of education as a means to accelerate
economic, social, political and cultural development;

g) Promote intercultural awareness by organising exchange programmes between young people and youth
organisations within and acroSiates Parties.

2. States Parties recognise that the shift towards a knowldsgged economy is dependent on information and
communication technology which in turn has contributed towards a dynamic youth culture and global
consciousness. In this regardethshall:

a) Promote widespread access to information and communication technology as a means for education,
employment creation, interacting effectively with the world and building understanding, tolerance and
appreciation of other youth cultures;

b) Encarrage the local production of and access to information and communication technology content;

¢) Engage young people and youth organisations to understand the nexus between contemporary youth culture
and traditional African culture, and enable them to eags this fusion through drama, art, writing, music and
other cultural and artistic forms;

d) Help young people to use positive elements of globalisation such as science and technology and information
and communication technology to promote new culturalrfarthat link the past to the future;
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Article 21: Youth in the Diaspora

States Parties shall recognise the right of young people to live anywhere in the world. In this regard, they shall
a) Promote the equivalence of degrees between African educatiosttutions to enable the youth to study

and work in State Parties;

b) Promote the recruitment of African youth with specialized skills, in the spirit of African solutions for African
problems, according to national policies and priorities;

c¢) Facilitate yoth organisations to liaise and collaborate with the African youth Diaspora;

d) Establish structures that encourage and assist the youth in the diaspora to return to and-fotgrate into

the social and economic life in Africa;

e) Promote and protedhe rights of young people living in tlitaspora;

f) Encourage young people in the diaspora to engage themselves in development activities in their country of
origin.

Article 22: Leisure, Recreation, Sportive and Cultural Activities

1. Young people shdihve the right to rest and leisure and to engage in play and recreational activities that are
part of a health lifestyle as well as to participate freely in sport, physical education drama, the arts, music and
other forms of cultural life. In this regar8tates Parties shall:

a) Make provision for equal access for young men and young women to sport, physical education, cultural,
artistic, recreational and leisure activities;

b) Put in place adequate infrastructure and services in rural and urban aregeuthr to participate in sport,
physical education, cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activities.

Article 23: Girls and Young Women

1. States Parties acknowledge the need to eliminate discrimination against girls and young women according to
obligations stipulated in various international, regional and national human rights conventions and instruments
RSaA3AYSR (G2 LINRBGSOG I yRregdnPthegshad: 62 YSy Qa NRAIKGEAD Ly
a) Introduce legislative measures that eliminate all forms of discatitin against girls and young women and
ensure their human rights and fundamental freedoms;

b) Ensure that girls and young women are able to participate actively, equally and effectively with boys at all
levels of social, educational, economic, politicaljltural, civic life and leadership as well as scientific
endeavours;

¢) Institute programmes to make girls and young women aware of their rights and of opportunities to participate
as equal members of society;

d) Guarantee universal and equal access t @smpletion of a minimum of nine years of formal education;

e) Guarantee equal access to and completion of vocational, secondary and higher education in order to
effectively address the existing imbalance between young men and women in certain professions

f) Ensure that education material and teaching practices are gender sensitive and encourage girls and young
women to undertake studies in the sciences;

g) Provide educational systems that do not impede girls and young women, including married andfanpreg
young women, from attending;

h) Take steps to provide equal access to health care services and nutrition for girls and young women;

i) Protect girls and young women from economic exploitation and from performing work that is hazardous, takes
them awayfrom education or that is harmful to their mental or physical health;

j) Offer equal access to young women to employment and promote their participation in all sectors of
employment;

k) Introduce special legislation and programmes of action that makdablaiopportunities to girls and young
women including access to education as a prerequisite and a priority for rapid social and economic
development;

I) Enact and enforce legislation that protect girls and young women from all forms of violence, genitation,

incest, rape, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, trafficking, prostitution and pornography;

75



Worksop on Regional Instruments BEmocratic Governance
and Conflict Prevention in West Africa

(SWAC/OEGDRS6 to 19 October 2007)

African Uniorinstruments

m) Develop programmes of action that provide legal, physical and psychological support to girls and young
women who have been subjected to violence armise such that they can fully 4etegrate into social and
economic life;

n) Secure the right for young women to maternity leave.

Article 24: Mentally and Physically Challenged Youth

1. States Parties recognise the right of mentally and physically chedlerayth to special care and shall ensure
that they have equal and effective access to education, training, health care services, employment, sport,
physical education and cultural and recreational activities.

2. State Parties shall work towards elimingtiany obstacles that may have negative implications for the full
integration of mentally and physically challenged youth into society including the provision of appropriate
infrastructure and services to facilitate easy mobility.

Article 25: Elimination oHarmful Social and Cultural Practices

State Parties shall take all appropriate steps to eliminate harmful social and cultural practices that affect the
welfare and dignity of youth, in particular;

a) Customs and practices that harm the health, life onitiigof the youth;

b) Customs and practices discriminatory to youth on the basis of gender, age or other status.

Article 26: Responsibilities of Youth

Every young person shall have responsibilities towards his family and society, the State, and théiantdrna
community. Youth shall have the duty to:

a) Become the custodians of their own development;

b) Protect and work for family life and cohesion;

¢) Have full respect for parents and elders and assist them anytime in cases of need in the contexivef posi
African values;

d) Partake fully in citizenship duties including voting, decision making and governance;

e) Engage in pedb-peer education to promote youth development in areas such as literacy, use of information
and communication technology, HIMIZS prevention, violence prevention and peace building;

f) Contribute to the promotion of the economic development of States Parties and Africa by placing their
physical and intellectual abilities at its service;

g) Espouse an honest work ethic and regatl expose corruption;

h) Work towards a society free from substance abuse, violence, coercion, crime, degradation, exploitation and
intimidation;

i) Promote tolerance, understanding, dialogue, consultation and respect for others regardless of age, race,
ethnicity, colour, gender, ability, religion, status or political affiliation;

j) Defend democracy, the rule of law and all human rights and fundamental freedoms;

k) Encourage a culture of voluntarism and human rights protection as well as participatmvil isociety
activities;

I) Promote patriotism towards and unity and cohesion of Africa,;

m) Promote, preserve and respect African traditions and cultural heritage and pass on this legacy to future
generations;

n) Become the vanguard ofq@esenting cultual heritage in languages and in forms to which youth are able to
relate;

0) Protect the environment and conserve nature.

Article 27: Popularization of the Charter

States Parties shall have the duty to promote and ensure through teaching, education alichijuh the
respect of rights, responsibilities and freedoms contained in the present Charter and to see to it that these
freedoms, rights and responsibilities as well as corresponding obligations and duties are understood.

Article 28: Duties of the Afdan Union CommissioiThe African Union Commission shall ensure that States
Parties respect theommitments made and fulfithe duties outlined in the present Charter by;
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a) Collaborating with governmental, ngovernmental institutions and developmentaapners to identify best
practices on youth policy formulation and implementation and encouraging the adaptation of principles and
experiences among States Parties;

b) Inviting States Parties to include youth representatives as part of their delegatitims twdinary sessions of
the African Union and other relevant meetings of the policy organs to broaden the chafrasmnmunication
and enhance the discussion of youttated issues;

¢) Instituting measures to create awareness of its activities and rimdigamation on its activities more readily
available and accessible to youth;

d) Facilitating exchange and -operation between youth organizations across national borders in order to
develop regional youth solidarity, political consciousness and demiocpairticipation in collaboratiorwith
development partners.

PART 2: Final Provisions

Article 29: Savings clause

Nothing in this Charter shall be taken as minimising higher standards and values contained in other relevant
human rights instruments ratifiedy States concerned or rational law or policies.

Article 30: Signature, Ratification or Adherence

1. The present Charter shall be open to signature by all the Member States. The present Charter shall be subject
to ratification or accession by Member Statélhe instrument of ratification or accession to the present Charter
shall be deposited with the Chairperson of the Commission.

2. The present Charter shall come into force thirty (30) days after the deposit with the Chairperson of the
Commission of thenstruments of ratification of fifteen (15) Member States.

Article 31: Amendment and Revision of the Charter

1. The present Charter may be amended or revised if any Member State makes a written request to that effect
to the Chairperson of the Commission,opided that the proposed amendment is not submitted to the
Assembly of the Union for consideration until all Member States have been duly notified of it.

2. An amendment shall be approved by a simple majority of the Member States. Such amendment shall come
into force for each Member States that has ratified or acceded to it on the date of the deposit of its instrument
of ratification.

ADOPTED BY THE SEVENTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, HELD IN BANJUL, THE GAMBIA O|
JULY 2006

*kkkkkkkkkkkkk
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LA FRANCOPHONIE

A. Prévention des conflits et Sécurité humaine
Déclarationde SaintBonifacé

adoptée le 14 mai 2006

Nous, Ministres et Chefs de délégation dgats et gouvernements ayant le frangais en partage, réunis & Saint
Boniface les 13 et 14 mai 2006, dans le cadre de la Conférence ministérielle de la Francophonie sur la prévention
des conflits et la sécurité humaine;

Nous fondantsur les dispositions diea Charte de la Francophonie adoptée a Antananarivo en novembre 2005
ainsi que sur les orientations définies par nos Chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement dans le Cadre stratégique
décennal de la Francophonie, adopté lors du Sommet de Ouagadougou, en noverdireeRappelanten
particulier les objectifs stratégiques arrétés dans ce dernier, portant sur la consolidation de la démocratie, des
droits de I'Homme et de I'Etat de droit, ainsi que sur la prévention des conflits et I'accompagnement des
processus de stie de crises, de transition démocratique et de consolidation de la paix ;

Convaincugyue, dans un monde plus que jamais interdépendant, confronté a des dangers communs et a des
menaces transnationales, le multilatéralisme demeure le cadre privilégi@ deopération internationale ; que
flI O02y&aidNHzOGA2Y RS fI LIAES S NBYyT2NOSYSyid RS f
Y2YRALFES a2yl dzyS GNOKS O2YYdzyS ljdzA R2AG &S NBIf Aa&S
RSa RNRAGA RSa LISdzJ Sa -nteimesRbud lérezdlis R NBbicdiestidu réssod uligna S NJ
Rdz / 2y&aSAat RS &aSOdNAGISZT ljdA f QSESNDS RlIya £S5 NBaLd
international ;

Persuadésque Iy a G dzNJ GA 2y Rdz RALFf23dzS RSa Odz GdzNBa SiG RS
solidarité entre les nations, sont de nature a réduire les tensions, a prévenir les conflits et a renforcer la lutte
contre le terrorisme ;

Convaincus égalemerque laLINB @Sy A2y RSa ONRaSa SiG RSa OzyFtAida
satisfaction de ses besoins vitaux, notamment celui de vivre en paix, le respect de tous ses droits, y compris le
droit au développement, toutes exigences conditionnéelpaf QSEA &GSy OS RQdzy 9il G RS
Convaincus enfilj dz§ f+ &SOdzZNAGSZ f1 LI AEZ f-&ssoNiSdelnd8oarismd? 8e ( 2 dz
garantie -, la démocratie et le développement, composantes essentielles de la sécurité hunsaimie,
indissociables et constituent des objectifs liés et interdépendants ;

Conscientgle I'étape majeure que représente l'adoption de la Déclaration de Bamako de novembre 2000, pour
I'affirmation de la Francophonie politique et I'approfondissement duadjaé et de la coopération entre nos

Etats et gouvernements autour de I'Etat de droit, de la démocratie et des droits de I'Ha@hme,

Reconnaissanta contribution significative de la mise en oeuvre du dispositif de Bamako aux progrés accomplis
dans la prd2 A2y RS (I LI AE Fdz aSAy RS fQS&Ll OS FNI yOs
A0 NHZOGdzNBE £ S 1ljdzS RQFOO2YLI AySYSyid RSa a2NIlAisSa RS ON
Faisant nétredes conclusions du Symposium international sur les pratiques de la dénegates droits et des
fA0SNISad RIEya fQSaLl OS FTNIyO2LK2yS o6.1FYF12 bp0d RS
O2y FANXS QI RKSaA2Yy dzyl yAYS | dzE Sy3r3SySyidaa Si | dz

'Document available in French only
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Bamako, ainsi que la pige de cellekOA O2YYS AyadNUzySyid y2NXIGAT SG RQ
f QAYLldzZ AA2Yy Rdz { SONBGFANB 3ISYSNIfz Sd ljdh I AySArAds
efforts en faveur de la prévention des conflits, grac®& If SNIIS LINBO20S Sié t f I RALIXM

renforcer son interaction avec les Etats et gouvernements membres ;

Rappelantt S& Sy 3F 3SYSyiGa &a2dzaONRGa LI N y2a OKSFa RQOUGL

Sommet, notamment dans $eDéclarations de Moncton (1999) et de Beyrouth (2002), en lien avec la prévention

des conflits, la paix et la sécurité internationales;

Rappelant en particuliete rdle précurseur joué par la Francophonie dans la Déclaration de Ouagadougou (2004)

sur la esponsabilité de protéger et notamment en ce qui concerne celle des Etats de protéger les populations

ddzNJ £ SdzNBR GSNNRAG2ANBa Si 1 NBalLkRyaloAtAGS RS fF 02

YyOSald LI & RAALRAGIDASEAINISWMSONBIIAMEaAIRZYWa S OF RNB

Nations Unies et sous son égide, pour protéger les populations victimes de violations massives des droits de

fQl 2YYS SG Rdz RNBAG AYOGSNYFGA2Y I f KdzYFyAdFANBT

Prenant acteavec satisfaon de la reconnaissance unanime par les membres de I'Organisation des Nations
'YASA |dz GAGNB RS& RAalLRaAlGA2ya RSa FtAySlFa moy Si

New York en septembre 2005, du principe de la responsabilité dégeotes populations contre le génocide,

f S& ONAYS& RS 3dzSNNB3>X f QSLJzN)} G§A2Yy SiKyAldzS SiG tSa O

Prenant acte a cet égard, de la Résolution 1674 du Conseil de sécurité concernant le renforcement des efforts

de protection des civils, epériode de conflit armé, particulierement les femmes et les enfants, ainsi que la

responsabilité et le rdle d'accompagnement de la communauté internationale ;

Prenant acte égalemenRS& O2y Of dzZaA2ya Rdz Ys YS {2YYS(Z matiofalSt | y i

LI dz&d 2dzaG0Sx F2yRS$ adaNJ £ S OF NI OGS NB _dzy A GSNBRSEt X AYRAD

Rdz RS@St2LIJISYSy (s> S adzNJ £t Sa RNRAGA RS (2dzi siNB Kd:

etRappelanlj dzQt OSGGS 200FaAiz2ys tSa 96l dGa asS azyd Sy3al3as:

générale des Nations Unies ;

Déterminés a concrétiser I'ambition d'une Francophonie qui, au cours de la décennie-ZRH entend

valoriser son approchet ses acquis au service de la prévention et du réglement des conflits, tout en

accompagnant résolument les efforts de la communauté internationale visant a construire un systeme

international plus efficace, rénové dans ses structures, ses mécanisneEsrairenes ;

1. Réitéronsnotre attachement a un systeme multilatéral actif, efficace et imprégné des valeurs démocratiques,
F2YyRS adz2NJ £ S NBALISOG RS ftQAYGESANRGS GSNNRG2NRIE ST f
de non ingérene dans les affaires intérieures, et favorisant le réglement pacifique des différends et la
NEBY2yOAl GA2Y | dz NBO2dzNAR t fF YSyIl OS 2dz £ fQSYLX 2A F
au droit international Soutenonsavec intérét, danse contexte, les réflexions a venir aux Nations Unies visant
fQSilFofAaasSYSyid RS LINAYOALISE RANBOGSdZNE Rdz NBO2 dzNE
2. Soulignonsla responsabilité qui incombe & chaque Etat de protéger les civils sur son territoire ou sur un

0 SNNXR G 2 AtNIB ; Rpaffitniofisqué® etfe responsabilité exige la protection des populations contre le
A3SYy20ARSs £Sa ONAYSA RS 3FdzSNNBI f QSLIzNI A2y SUOKYAIc
justice des auteurs de tels acte€onfirmonsla capération pleine et entiere de la Francophonie a I'égard de

d4Sa YSYONB&A ljdA S a2dzKFAGSY (X LRdzNJ ljdzQAft a aQl Oljdzi i
3. Soulignonda responsabilité de la communauté internationale de réagir d'une facon opportune et décisive, et

en conformité avec la Iégalité internationale, les principes de la Charte des Nations Unies et les prérogatives
RS@2tdzSa | dz / 2yaSAf RS &4SOdzZNAGS LJ32dzNJ LINPGS3ISNI f Sa
SUKyAldzS Si fSayONBYSKAdzO@WE NBGt Q&azyyY2eSya LI OAFAIl dzS
manifeste que les autorités nationales ne protégent pas leurs populations contre de tels actes ;

4. Réaffrmonsy 2 i N @2t 2y (S RS O2y T2NIi SNJ i atergatiohakeyde 1aINB 3 S
CN} yO2LK2yAST GStfS 1jdzS LINB@dzS LI NJ £ 5SOfFNkijAzy F
par une utilisation optimale de ses capacités, afin de lui permettre de jouer pleinement son réle spécifique dans
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f Q20 A3 G QI SNIS LINBO20Ss fF RALX2YIFIGAS LINBOSY(GADS
St tF O2yaz2ftARIFiGA2y RS I LIAEXZ SG O0Sz RIya tS OF
Organisations internationales et régionalg

5. Confirmonsy 2 i N8 @2t 2y (S LRtAGALdzS RQFIANI Si RQSESNDS
f QSOt FGSYSyii RSa ONRaSa Si RSa Oz2yfftAata Rlya fQSa
reglement pacifique et hater le retour ane situation de paix durable par la mise en oeuvre des dispositions
librement consenties au titre de la Déclaration de Bamako et des instruments internationaux auxquels nos Etats
sont parties ;

6. Soutenonsles efforts que déploie le Secrétaire généralldeFrancophonie dans I'exercice de son mandat
politique et dans la mise en oeuvre du dispositif francophone d'alerte précoce, de prévention et de réglement
RSa O2y¥FtAalazr F2yRS adzaNJ £ O2yazf ARl (A 2ugnsgadntes, @9 G I
LINEY2(GA2Y RQdzyS @GAS LREAGAILdZS LI AaSST RQdzyS Odz § dzN
f Q1 2 YO6i8irmdns a cet égard, notre disponibilité & appuyer pleinement ses initiatives destinées a engager,
aux fins deprévention, le dialogue avec nos Etats et gouvernements, par des actions politiques ou de
coopération adaptées, allant de paiNpus engageonsdans ce sens, a fournir régulierement des informations
adzNJ £ QSiGFr G RS YAasS Sy 2 SodSaBBRnsako; Sy 3l 3SYSyida 1jdzS y2
7. Invitons le Secrétaire général, dans cette perspective, a rendre pleinement opérationnel le mécanisme
RQ206aSNBIGA2y SiG RQSQOIFfdzr A2y LISNXIFySyiSa RSa LINI
f QSaLI OS FTNIyYyO2LIK2yS T

8 Invitons f Qh NBF yAal A2y AYOiSNYyFdA2yFrtS RS € CNIyO2LK
collaboration avec ses Etats et gouvernements membres et les Organisations internationales et régionales, en
AQF LIz Fyd adzNJ £ S wSHOESNA RDAFFRNNAVARY ) &8 &&NOE Sa N
fI CNIYyO2LK2YyAS T Af aQF3aIANr y20FYYSyd RS LJ}2dz2NEdzA @
ASLIWISYONBE wnnpX 2NBlFyAasSa O02yea2AyiesScdSes ét les @ckd@s de Q! y A
conflictualité, les indicateurs soiisSyY Ry i I F2yOiA2y RQ20aASNBF A2y Si
déclencheurs des mécanismes de sauvegarde et de réaction ;

9. Encourageons aus$¢ Secrétaire général a readr, aux fins de concertation et de consultation, a tous les
instruments dont il dispose, tels les Comit@s hocconsultatifs restreints ou les sessions extraordinaires du

[ 2yaSAt LISNXYIyYySyld RS fI CNIyO2LK?2Y Al&parlenfenfaird de ljadzQt  f
CNIyO2LK2yASET RS YAaarzya ROQAYTF2NXIFGA2yS RS FI OAf
RSaAdyliAzy RQO9y@2eSa 2dz RS wSLINBaSydl yGa &aLISOALl dzE
10.EntendonsY SG G NB £t LINPFAG f QS EidSdedeBpIO S LI Qj 0B SBSYiA & I1SG A2
RS fI CNIyO2LK2yAS Sy YIFIGASNE RQIFIOO2YLI 3IySYSyid RS
y20l YYSY(d RIFrya £Sa&8 R2YIAySa RS fQARSYGATAOLFIGAZ2Y Si
S R@iany &di doitrdle, de régulation et de médiation[; Q[ LILIS fsy@tyndatiser sa démarche,

OF NI OGSNA&SS LI N £t QSOKIFIy3aS RSa SELISNASyOSa Sié LI N
inadaptés ;

11.Soulignonst QA YLR2 NI I yOS REONBEa2BOSKIOSEEISAI A4S TN yO2 LK.
RS YSRAFGA2YS y20FYYSyd LI N f QARSYGAFAOLIGAZ2Y SO 1

i dz§ LI NJ £t QSOKIF y3S RQSELISNASyOSa Si; tI YiaasS Sy 2SdzN
12. Réaffirmonsque le développement économique et social est un élément clé de la prévention structurelle

des crises et des conflits, &oulignonst. OSdG S3IFNR f QAYLERNIIFYyOS RQdzyS 02
concertée et agissante ;

13. Sommesrésolusa participer de fagon active et concertée a la mise en place et aux travaux des nouveaux
2NBHlIySa AyadAiiddzsSa RIya £S OFRNB RSa bliAz2ya | yAasSa:z
consolidation de la paix, qui seront appelés@er, chacun dans leurs domaines, un réle de premier plan dans la
promotion et la protection des droits de I'homme, la prévention des conflits et la sauvegarde de la sécurité
humaine ;Demandonst £ Qh NHI yA &l GA 2y Ay (G SNYI (dpgey tanhsSce eabre, ek C NJ
FOGA2y&a RQILIIzA t 1 LINBaSyOS Si | dzE O2yOSNIIGA2ya
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14. Nous engageona promouvoir et a défendre, au sein du Conseil des droits de I'Homme, le respect intégral
des droits de I'Homme, conformément aux engagemepits notamment a Bamako et aux instruments
régionaux et internationaux que nous avons ratifidgppuyons a cet égard, les travaux en cours portant sur un

projet de Protocole facultatif se rapportant au Pacte international relatif aux droits économiquaemux et

culturels ;Veilleronsa ce que le Conseil remplisse son mandat de maniéere efficace afin de lui permettre de
traiter de toutes les questions et situations qui méritent son attention ;

15.Encourageons Qh NHI yA al GA 2y Ay ( 6ndlA Etablr 2es iehsutile? Sved ld CorBndsighO 2 LJ
de consolidation de la paiXSommes résolua poursuivre notre plaidoyer, notamment au sein de cet organe, en
faveur des pays en situation de sortie de crises pour conforter leurs processus de ré¢omailéionale et

f SdzZNE STFF2NlLa QAralyd bt FaadaNBNI fF 32dz@SNYyIFyO0S RSY2
financements internationaux ;

16.EntendonsY SGGNBE Sy 2SdzONBE y20NBE RSOA&AZ2Y RQ! ipatibnyde y I N ¢
y248 LI && | dzE hLISNIGA2y&a RS YFIAYGASy RS I LFHAEZ Sy
les Organisations régionales compétentdstendons égalemenintensifier, a cette fin, les coopérations entre

Etats membres afin denforcer les capacités des Etats dont les moyens sont insuffisants ;

17.Demandons. £ Qh NBIF yAal A2y AYOiSNYyFrdAz2ylrtS RS fF CNIyO2
développant, en partenariat avec les coopérations bilatérales et multdétér des programmes de formation et

Sy FTlL@g2NRA&lLYy(d fSa SOKIFIy3ISa RQSELISNASYyOSa Si RS oz2yy
18.DemandonsS 3| £ SYSy i | dz { SONBGIANBE 3ISYSNIft RQSEFYAYSNI ¢
RS f1 CNIyO2LK2YAS  reR<psograndnesda ierfoiran®e® del cdpBcitéR anthikiftien de la

paix, tels RECAMP, programme de renforcement des capacités africaines de maintien de la paix, POSPM,
programme des opérations de soutien de la paix dans le monde, et PAdlgramme d'aide &'ihstruction

militaire du Canada, notamment en ce qui concerne la sensibilisation et la formation ainsi que l'assistance
technigue dans les domaines des droits de I'Homme, des institutions, des textes fondamentaux et des élections ;
19.Nous engageonsire/y F2 NOSNJ y2a | OlA2yad RS aSyairoAfAraldrzy a
communication en usage dans le pays de déploiement, par les personnels civils et militaires engagés dans les
Opérations de maintien de la paix, et encourager les Natldnies a prendre pleinement en compte cette
dimension dans leurs politiques de recrutement et de formation ;

20. Nous engageons égalemesdt renforcer ces actions pour une meilleure formation des personnels civils et
militaires, dans les Opérations de madmt de la paix, a la protection des civils, tout particulierement en ce qui
concerne les abus sexuels, incluant ceux commis par les personnels de ces opérations, et la formation sur
fQS3aAFfAGS SyiNB fSa K2vyvySa Si tSa ¥SyvySa T

21. Appelonsl'Organisation intrnationale de la Francophonie a examiner la possibilité de participer activement,

en qualité d'observateur, aux travaux du Comité spécial sur les Opérations de maintien de la paix des Nations
Unies, etDécidonsde nous concerter au sein de ce Comité atrganiser a l'avenir, dans le cadre de la
Commission politique du Conseil permanent de la Francophonie, une séance d'information a l'issue des sessions
de ce Comité;

22.Réaffirmonsy 2 G NB | LJJdzA F dz t NEINI YYS RQI Ol A 2gomnedeeildieLINE &S
des armes légeres et de petit calibre dans tous ses aspdliss engageona renforcer la coopération entre

y2a 9dlrda SG 3I2dz@SNYySYSyidGa LkRdz2NJ al YAaS Sy 2SdzoNB
nationales en la matiére Confirmonsla coopération pleine et entiere de nos Etats et gouvernements a

f QF LILJX AOFGA2Yy RS& RA&ALIRAAGAZ2Y A Rdz RNRBAG AYOGSNYylFGAzy
LISGAG OFf A0NB S R CHntdniiond artigipeti aBtNdmsrit a 12 Ednfgréncei déBamen Sui
Programme d'action des Nations Unies sur le commerce illicite des armes légéres et de petit calibre dans tous
ses aspects, qui se tiendra en juin 2006 a New York ;

23. Nous engageons collaborer a la réaation des initiatives prises notamment par les Nations Unies pour
adzNISAt £t SN St SYLISOKSNI ftUSELIX 2A01FGA2y SiG £S8 (NI yars
appuyer les mesures de contréle volontaires, comme le Processus de KingtddsyPrincipes directeurs pour

fSa SYUuUNBLINRAaSa YdAZ GAyFrdA2ylrfSa RS ftQhNBIyAaldAz2y
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encourager l'adoption volontaire des principes de responsabilité sociale des entreprises par ceux qui participent

a l'exploitation des ressources naturelleBigitons en outrea plus de responsabilité et de transparence ceux qui
participent a I'importation ou a l'exportation de ressources naturelles provenant de zones de conflit ;

24.Nous engageons égalemeatpoursuivrenotre mobilisation et & renforcer la coopération entre nos Etats et
32dz8SNYSYSyda L}R2dzNJ f QS A YEBngourdgead®s tR SGS vihS/ STaA v 3 (fA3.35 N&
SYyO2NB FILAG t FRKSNBNI t I [/ 2y ®S5dustbcRage, dMhpipduction-et & dzNJ
des transferts des mines antipersonnel et sur leur destruction ;

Soutenonda mise en oeuvre par les pays signataires du Plan d'action de Nairob2@095afin de respecter les

délais impartis par la Convention d'@ita pour la destruction des stocks et le nettoyage des zones minées ;
25.Encourageons égalemernit 2 dza € Sa 9Gl da ljdzA yS € Q2ydG LI &a SyO2NB
certaines armes classiques « qui peuvent étre considérées comme ayant elsstiefimatiques excessifs ou
O2YYS FTNI LI Yy(G alkya RAAZGONARYAYIFIGA2Y n SiG t tQSyaSyoft
aux restes explosifs de guerreNpus engageors R&§a f QSYdiNBS Sy @A 3IdzSdzNJ Rdz |
mobilisation, ainsi que la coopération entre nos Etats et gouvernements, contre les restes explosifs de guerre ;
26.Soulignon¥ RIFya OSGGS LISNRALSOGAGST f QAYLRNIFYOS ljdzA &C
directement affectés par des probfeSa G Sf & 1jdzS§ f QSyNbxf SYSyid RSa SyTFly
antipersonnel ou la prolifération des armes légéres et de petit calibre aux débats consacrés a ces questions au
sein des instances multilatéralesAppelonst Qh NB | y A & I (ale2d¢ la Kriindophddid i exoyer les
moyens de favoriser une participation active de ces Etats ;

27.Réitéronsnotre engagement a respecter et a faire respecter le droit nternational humanitaire, notamment
dans les situations de conflits armés, et a appr les résolutions 1265, 1296, 1325, 1612, 1674 du Conseil de
sécurité ;Recommandonsque la nécessité de protéger les civils en cas de menace imminente de danger
physique soit pleinement prise en compte dans les mandats des Opérations de maintidnldellsdE R2 6 SSa f
composante militaire et que cellas disposent de ressources nécessaires a cet efetilignons dans ce
O2yGSEGSE I ysSOSaaridsS RQF&&dz2NBNI £ &aHNBGiIS=E I aso
personnel des Nimns Unies et autres Organisations internationales ddment mandatées, ainsi que du personnel
associé, qui doivent avoir un acces sans entrave aux populations civiles, comme le prescrit le droit international
humanitaire ;

28. Réaffirmons notre obligation @& protéger les réfugiés, notamment par le respect du principe de non
refoulement et la mise en oeuvre des dispositions du droit international en leur faveur, et en soutenant toute
action visant les causes de déplacements forcés, pour faire en sorte quemeastions regagnent leurs lieux
RQ2NAIAYS Sy Naug emjageonsd FdddeNdes Plutidns durables au probléme des réfugiés, a
O2YYSYOSNI LI NJ £ QF 008 & ¢ tapaitieméntlntkgiation 8uf mlateiod réiastalRiimNdanst S a
unpaystiersck Ayaia 1jdzQSy az2dziSylyid G2dziS OGAz2y @xalyd f1
OKIFINBESaxX FFAY RQSYLIS OKSNJ ljdzS§ RSa tesPhuz@&Nes \ritrd EtadsS, NI 7
Soulignond QA YLI2 NIi | y OS nReBdu frefeSsgrmiBt Ads &udids iy S

29. Réaffirmons égalementa responsabilité de nos Etats de protéger et d'assister les personnes déplacées a

f QAVGSNRASAZNI RS f SdzNJ LINPLINE LI &a SG RS TIFOAf maleSNJ f S 3
S KdzYFyAdGFEANBa £ OSG S3AFNRI y20FYYSyd FFAYy RS FI OA
30.Soulignonslj dzS f Sa t NAYyOALISa RANBOGSd2NA NBfIFGiATFa | dz RSL
LI 2&a3 | LIINRdz@Sa LI NJ fddd UniasScosistitugrd unBging BiihatioBal iRéant pduri A

la protection des personnes déplacées,Ssmmes résolus prendre des mesures concrétes pour renforcer

cette protection ;

31.Soulignonst QA YLIR2 NI F yOS RS LINR Y2 dzg2RNJ tf &1 NBKIISDHI Rz RINRR:
humanitaire, de prévenir et de sanctionner les violations graves ou massives de ces droits, et de traduire en
justice les auteurs de telles violationdNpus engageons promouvoir l'action des Défenseurs des droits de
fQl2YYS Sid t 3II NI yidAiN f SAnalorsdRninelaménadayratificatiohlde/téus I6sS O 2 y
AYaGaNHzySyida AYyOGSNYyFGA2yldzE SG NBIAZ2YyldzE RS tdzia$
internationale ou a la Cour africaine @le RNBAGA RS f QI 2 Y YiivitonS [OrgdRiSadion LJS dzLJ

85



Worksop on Regional Instruments BEmocratic Governance
and Conflict Prevention in West Africa

(SWAC/OEGDS6 to 19 October 2007)

Declarations of Frenebpeaking Countries Organisation

internationale de la Francophonie a renforcer, en tant que de besoin, son assistance aux Etats pour leur
permettre d'assumer les engagements prévus par le StatiRalee ;

32. Condamnonst Q Seyhdldt des enfants dans les combats et leur implication dans les conflits armés et
Appelonst S& 9GFG&a ljdzA yS fQlFdzNFASyd LI & SyO2NB FlLAG G
internationaux et régionaux relatifs a la protection desam$ dans les conflits armés, incluant la Convention
NBfFGADBS | dzE RNRAGA RS fQSyTlyld SIRAZYWTItWRL 2R0I2¥ & fF
armes ;

33.Appuyonst I ONBF GA2Yy RQdzy YSOIFYyAavYS R &ntsidds @ confli® daNds, & & dz
tel que spécifié dans la résolution 1612 du Conseil de sécurit€pefirmonsle soutien plein et entier de la
Francophonie dans ce domaine ;

34.Nousengageors RIy&a €8 &2dz0A RQdzyS LJ Jorant Bedehskscet d€ sonflis, 16F | O A f
désarmement, la démobilisation et la réinsertion (DDR) de tous les combattants et particulierement des enfants
soldats ;

35. Renouvelonsotre volonté de mettre en oeuvre les engagements pris lors de la Conférencendes$ede

fI CNIyO2LK2YyAS ljdA aQS&id (SydzS |dz [ dzESY62dz2NEH Sy Hn
de sécurité dans sa résolution 1325 sur le rble et la participation des femmes dans les mécanismes de
prévention, de gestion et de reglemedes conflits, et les Opérations de maintien de la paix ;

Appelonst £ NI GAFAOIFGAZ2Y dzyAGSNERStEtS RS (I /2y@SyliArzy
f QS3AFNR RSa FTSYYSa Sid t fF LI SAyY SCoN@dnted dulCdird, 2e/PeknmS a S
et Pékin +5 ;

36.Condamnonsa cet égard, les violences, les exploitations et les abus sexuels perpétrés contre les femmes et
les enfants, notamment pendant les conflits armés, Mbus engageona agir pour les prévenirtées réprimer

Sy YSGidFryld FAY t fQAYLMzyAlGS T

37. Sommes déterminésx promouvoir le rdle des femmes et des jeunes dans la prévention des conflits, de
maniére a conforter, par des formations spécialement congues a leur intention, leur apport essentiek a tout
Odzt GdzNB RS LIAE T Ydzda LI N £S YsYS &2dzOA Sié LINByl yi
prévention des conflits et la sécurité humaine, organisé a Paris en mars 2006, avec les Instituts et Centres de
recherche sur la paix, ladémoc&ti S f S& RNRBAGA RS QI 2YYS>Y t£S8Sa hNAHIY
institutionnels de la FrancophonjeNous engageons renforcer aussi les capacités de la société civile, de ses
associations, de ses syndicats et de ses partis

38. Soulighons aussle réle fondamental des médias dans la diffusion des valeurs de liberté, de tolérance et de
paix propres a pacifier la vie politique et a enraciner la culture démocratidRezonnaissonga nécessité de
JENFYGAN £ £ A0 Daih G laheSe tiidhandla @oft a I8 firotection deshjournalistes, y
compris en temps de guerreCondamnond | RSAAYF2NNI GA2y S G2dziS F2NXS
haine et a la violenceAppelonsen conséquence a une plus grandetjzipation des médias a la prévention des
Oz2yFftArdaz y2GlYYSy(d | dzE LINROS&&dza RQ2 0 ka&MNiliadiocn2y > RQ
39.Sommes déterminés RIFya f QSALINRAG RS fI 5SOf | NI (A 2oftesheS . | YI
institutions et a tous les mécanismes propres a faciliter, au plan national, la prévention, la médiation, le
réglement des crises et la réconciliation, en nous attachant notamment a développer des politiques éducatives,
judiciaires, institutioy’ St f S& S0 RQAYGSANI GA2Y RSa YAy2NRGSa T

40. Invitons f Qh NBF YA &l GA2Y AYGSNYylFGA2yLFfS RS €1 CNIyO2LK
bYE12Z B LRNISN dzyS ddSyidAz2y &a2dziSydzsS t t QSRdzO G A
at - RSY2ON}XGAS SG v fI LIAEZ SiG y2aGFYYSyd IdzE TF2N¥y

f QSyaSyofS RSa FOGSdz2NB SiG LINRGFIA2yA&aGSa 02y OSNysSa T
41.Prenons larésolutioR QF YLIX AFASNI y2a O2y OSNILF (A 2y ad&FraRdophiéniet S O
et de sa Commission politique, de la Conférence ministérielle de la Francophonie, ou encore de Conférences
ministérielles thématiques, et de participer activement aux débats en cours dans les enceintes internationales et
régionales sur la gvention des conflits, le maintien et la consolidation de la paix, ainsi que sur la sécurité
KdzYF AySs S RQ& RSTSYRNB fSa LINAyOALSa SG RAaLRZaAGA
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42. Soulignons de mémée rble que jouent, dans le développement desnconcertations, les Représentations
permanentes de la Francophonie et les Groupes des Ambassadeurs francophones auprés des Organisations
internationales, etRappelonst I LJ | OS 1j dzQ2 00dzLISy i O0Sa wSLINBaSydal Az
RQ20 &A2NBI RQSJI f dzF G A 2yitosle Sévi@thire GeéNdiaba ptapoBeOdendalités propres

a conforter ce dispositif ;

43. Soulignons encord'intérét de notions et normes relatives a la sécurité humaine et a la responsabilité de
protéger, etConvenond'approfondir notre dialogue sur ces questions, au sein de la Francophonie, en ayant a

f QSALINRG fSa LINAYyOALISE RS fF [/ KFENIS RS&a bliAzya
compréhension commune et une contribution concertée demncophones dans le cadre des travaux de
I'Assemblée générale des Nations Unies ;

44. Entendons égalementiévelopper nos échanges et notre concertation aux niveaux régional et international
ddzNJ RQIF dzi NBa LINROf SYIF GAI dzSa Sft X SS & NiB af A YARONGZNWVIES Ry
aux questions de développement de portée internationale ;

45. Invitons le Secrétaire général de la Francophonie a favoriser la pleine utilisation des potentialités du
dispositif de Bamako en matiére de préverg y RS&a O2y FftAda SG RS LINRPY2(GA
y20FYYSyd LI NI RSa SOlFfdzriA2ya FRSldzr iSas RS t QSTTAO
gouvernements dans la mise en oeuvre et le suivi des engagements consigné&spiéssnte Déclaration ;
46.Transmettonst I LINB&ASYy (S 5SSOt NI GAR2Yy ldzE / KSTa RQOdGEHG Si
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LA FRANCOPHONIE

B. Déclaration de Bamako
Bamako, le 3 novembre 2000

Nous, Ministres et Chefs de délégation des Etats et gouvernements des pggnt le francais en partage,
réunis a Bamako pour le Symposium International sur le bilan des pratiques de la démocratie, des droits et
RSa ftAO0SNISa RIya fQSaLl O0S FNIyO2LK2yS T

Nous fondant suiles dispositions de la Charte de la Francophonie, quiacmast comme objectifs prioritaires
fQFARS t fQAyadldaN GA2Yy S | dz RSOSE2LIIEYE A SRSLTE QE
RNRBAG SG FdzE RNBAGA RS tQl2YYS T

Rappelantt QF GG OKSYSyd RS I CNJI y O2RIKE2 yRANR ALl &f IR S5 I QX1 12Nd-YUS
régionales, ainsi que les engagements des Sommets de Dakar (1989), de Chaillot (1991), de Maurice (1993), de
Cotonou (1995), de Hanoi (1997) et de Moncton (1999) ;

Inscrivantnotre action dans le cadre de la Décennigideb | GA 2y a | yASa L}Rdz2NJ f QSRdzO!
(19952004) ;

Considérantf QF O A2y RQIFIOO02YLI IySYSyld RSa LINRPOS&&ddzAa RSY2(
derniéres années ;

Soucieuxde progresser vers la démocratie par le développement éaogoe et social et une juste répartition

RSa NBaaz2dz2NOSa yFrdAz2ylrfSa LIRdzNJ dzy | 00s§a S3FfE £ f QSR
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étape nouvelle dans le dialogue dest&tat gouvernements des pays ayant le francais en partage, pour mieux

faire ressortir les axes principaux tant de leur expérience récente que de leur spécificité ;

1- Constatons

wque le bilan des pratiques de la démocratie, des droits et des libertés dah QS a LI OS FTNJ y 02 LK 2
ces dix derniéres années, comporte des acquis indéniables : consécration constitutionnelle des droits de
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la démocratie locale par la décentralignati;

wque ce bilan présente, aussi, des insuffisances et des échecs : récurrence de conflits, interruption de processus
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démocratique ;

2- Confirmons notre adhésion aux principes fondamtaux suivants :
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