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Vangelis Vitalis, Deputy Director and Senior Negotiator, Trade Negotiations Division, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade 

 

Vangelis has worked at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the New 

Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) and as a consultant. At the OECD he has worked 

on a range of issues including investment (during the MAI negotiations) and more recently on sustainable 

development (2001-2004). With MFAT he was posted to the New Zealand Embassy in 

Moscow. Subsequently, he worked as a technical adviser/consultant on issues like currency reform and 

WTO accession in Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and at the Russian Ministry of Agriculture. Vangelis was 

also a member of the International Economics Expert Working Group which advised the Ministerial Task 

Force on IUU Fishing from 2004-06. Currently, Vangelis works as a New Zealand trade 

negotiator covering a range of WTO-related issues (rules, environment and development)and is the 

lead negotiator on investment, environment and labour in all of New Zealand's ongoing FTA negotiations, 

including with China, ASEAN countries, the Gulf Cooperation Council and Malaysia.  

 


