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“The OECD is widely recognised as one of the most influential international bodies 

in arming policy makers and public opinion with the information and guidance 

needed to face current and future challenges. What makes the OECD capable of 

advising the international community on such a wide range of issues? In short, I 

would answer: reliable statistics, strong analytical skills, good networking, serious 

international benchmarking, open minded policy dialogue and transparency. All of 

these elements are equally necessary and they can only be maintained over time 

thanks to the professionalism of staff working in the OECD Secretariat and the 

co-operation of experts from member countries.”
D. Johnston,

Secretary-General of the OECD,
November 2004

This is the third edition of the OECD Statistical Programme of Work. It gives 

an overview of all main statistical activities planned for 2005 by the Statistics 

Directorate and all other Directorates active in the field of statistics. The 

Programme is divided into two parts: the first presents recent developments 

in the implementation of the OECD Statistics Strategy launched in 2001 and 

provides a summary of the 100 activities envisaged for 2005. The second part 

(available on the OECD Statistics Portal at www.oecd.org/statistics) offers a 

more detailed description of the individual statistical activities, highlighting 

their purpose, objectives, outputs, publications and databases produced by 

each activity, and main developments expected in 2005. 

Several important results have been achieved since February 2001 when the 

OECD Statistics Strategy was launched. Over the last four years significant 

investments have been made to reinforce the internal OECD institutional 

and infrastructural setup for statistics to provide OECD statisticians with 

more efficient tools to carry out their activities, improve the quality of 

OECD statistical products, increase the availability of statistics on the Web 

site, develop new publications and databases, establish better co-operation 

with other international organisations, and to foster a policy dialogue with 

national statistical authorities in member and non-member countries. 

At the same time, the OECD faces continuous challenges arising from 

the evolution of users’ needs, competition with new data providers in 

the context of the information society, development of new technologies, 

and severe budget constraints. The investments made to develop the new 

statistical information system, together with the development of the “Quality 

Framework and Guidelines for OECD Statistics”, have better prepared the 

Organisation to face such challenges and improve its capacity to meet the 

demand from both inside and outside the OECD network. The forthcoming 

Preface



O E C D
OECD STATISTICAL PROGRAMME OF WORK 2005

4

OECD Factbook, an innovative product bringing together economic, social and 

environmental data, represents an example of the continuous innovation 

in the Organisation’s outputs. Similarly, the planned dissemination of key 

statistics on mobile devices (mobile phones, palms, etc.) demonstrates 

how new technologies can help to make statistical information a “global 

product”.   

High quality statistics represent a fundamental source for individual 

and collective decision making processes. Therefore, it is necessary that 

international, national and local communities consider reliable statistics a 

vital tool in assessing where they stand and where they want to go. The OECD 

is fully committed to contributing to this effort. It is with this in mind that 

the first OECD World Forum on Key Indicators “Statistics, Knowledge and 

Policy” was organised in November 2004, with the participation of more than 

540 delegates from 43 countries representing all parts of national societies. 

In addition, several thousand people from all over the world followed the 

plenary sessions through the live Web-cast.

Statistics are too frequently taken for granted or purely seen as an input 

for other policy processes. However, the development and use of statistics 

represents an essential infrastructure for modern societies which requires 

ongoing attention from an institutional and policy point of view, both at 

national and international levels. Therefore, a key role for the OECD is the 

further promotion of policy dialogue among national and international 

statistical authorities, and among statisticians, policy makers and the civil 

society.

The recent creation of the “OECD Committee on Statistics” represents an 

important step in this direction. The new Committee will play a crucial role 

in improving both the overall quality of OECD statistics and the dialogue 

between statisticians and policy makers who participate in other OECD 

Committees, reinforcing the key role of the Organisation in the world of 

international statistics. Furthermore, dialogue between the OECD and civil 

society also needs to be reinforced. In particular, the OECD faces the challenge 

of sharing its formidable and unique statistical knowledge (what I would 

call the “OECD statistical treasury”) with the rest of society. Organisational 

and budget issues are to be addressed to transform such a challenge into 

an opportunity to enhance the visibility and the impact of the work of the 

Organisation. 
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As the OECD Secretary-General said at the OECD Forum on “Statistics, 

Knowledge and Policy”, the quality of statistical figures and standards 

developed and disseminated by the OECD depend on the efforts of OECD 

statisticians and other staff involved in related activities (including support 

staff, as well as experts in information and communication technologies 

and dissemination). The OECD is well respected at the world level thanks 

to their continuous commitment to contributing to a better knowledge of 

our societies. This acknowledgement is also extended to all experts working 

in national and international organisations who co-operate with the 

Secretariat, providing their invaluable contribution to the development of 

OECD statistics. 
Enrico Giovannini,

Chief Statistician of the OECD,
January 2005.
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The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is 

a well-known worldwide institution actively involved in the formulation 

of policy recommendations in key areas of interest to its member 

governments, holding co-operation agreements with almost all other 

international organisations. In undertaking this work the OECD Secretariat 

requires a wide range of comparable statistics for both the analytical work 

underpinning the development of policy recommendations and for its 

ongoing work of monitoring developments in member countries and in 

key non-member economies. The OECD also disseminates a substantial 

amount of statistics to external users. To ensure the comparability and 

reliability of these statistics the Secretariat promotes the development and 

adoption of international statistical standards and best methodological 

practice. The Organisation is often called upon to develop recommendations 

in emerging areas of policy interest to governments, which in many 

instances, requires the development of new types of statistics, statistical 

guidelines and recommendations and statistical systems. These activities 

are normally carried out in co-operation with national statistical offices 

(NSOs), central banks, government agencies and other international 

organisations. 

Although the OECD has a high reputation for both the quality of its 

analytical work and for the statistics that support that work, it has to 

face continuous challenges due to the development of new information 

and communication technologies (ICT), the evolution of the international 

statistical system and especially the increase and diversification of 

users’ needs, in a context of budget reductions in real terms. To face such 

challenges the OECD Statistics Strategy was launched in 2001, with the 

ultimate goal of improving the overall quality of OECD statistics. To achieve 

this goal, both short-term and long-term objectives were identified, such 

as the improvement of: communication to users and the dissemination of 

OECD statistics; the consistency of OECD statistics; internal co-ordination; 

the efficiency of data management to sustain analytical work and to 

design new products; and the development of a statistical information 

system and a quality framework for OECD statistics.

Four years later one could say that almost all these goals have been 

achieved or largely completed. An impressive number of initiatives have 

been undertaken to address technical, managerial and organisational 

issues. From these perspectives 2004 has been a crucial year, the highlights 

including:

▲ The establishment of the OECD Committee on Statistics. The 

Committee’s responsibilities cover activities carried out by the Statistics 

The OECD 
Statistics 
Strategy

1. An overview  
of the 2004 results
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Directorate and other OECD Directorates. Its establishment represents a 

clear recognition of the importance attached by the OECD to statistics and 

will allow the Organisation to play a stronger role in the improvement 

of national statistics and in the reinforcement of statistical co-operation 

among OECD countries.

▲ The development and release to OECD staff of the first complete version 

of the Statistical Information System. All ICT modules for data and metadata 

collection, validation, storage and dissemination have been used to carry 

out statistical activities in various Directorates. Several other international 

organisations have expressed interest in using these modules for their 

own purposes and some have begun to do so. A challenge for the next 

two years involves the adoption of appropriate statistical management 

processes across the Organisation to maximize the benefits the new ICT 

infrastructure offers in the areas of both efficiency and quality. 

▲ The full implementation of procedures outlined in the “Quality Framework 

and Guidelines for OECD Statistics” to periodically review existing statistical 

activities in light of quality guidelines. Their implementation shows the 

advantages of following a corporate approach to the resolution of specific 

problems emerging in individual production processes.

▲ The design or release of several new publications and databases. In 

addition to products dealing with specific subject matter areas (financial 

accounts, general government accounts, productivity, performance of 

students, etc.) the OECD Factbook, a paper and online publication covering 

economic, environmental and social statistics, was developed. This 

publication is due for release in March 2005.  

▲ The release of new methodological handbooks and manuals (for 

example, the Handbook on Economic Globalisation Indicators). Work on the 

revision of existing manuals (such as the OECD Benchmark Definition of 

Foreign Direct Investment) and other handbooks is also underway in several 

domains (e.g. data and metadata reporting and presentation, services 

sector production indexes, hedonic indexes and quality adjustments in 

price indexes, composite indicators, biotechnology statistics, innovation 

surveys, indicators for the information society and health accounts).  

▲ Further strengthening of the co-operation with other international 

organisations in the development of common standards and policies for 

data and metadata exchange. This work was undertaken in the context of 

the design of a more integrated “international statistical system”. 
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  The Organisation of OECD Statistics

The organisation of statistical activities at the OECD is based on a “decentralised model”, 
whereby various statistics are developed both by the Statistics Directorate and by substantive 
Directorates responsible for analytical studies and policy analyses and recommendations. 
The Statistics Directorate (STD) was created in 1992 with the mandate: a) to improve the 
supply of relevant and timely statistical information to analysts and policy makers inside 
and outside the Organisation; b) to develop international statistical standards, systems and 
classifications in collaboration with other international statistical agencies; c) to improve co-
ordination between the statistical activities of the OECD and those of other agencies; and  
d) to provide a mechanism for co-ordinating statistical activities within the Organisation. 

From a substantive point of view, STD is responsible for macroeconomic statistics (national 
accounts, short-term economic indicators, international trade, etc.) and for some social (i.e. 
labour force) and business statistics. In addition, it plays a key role in promoting internal 
co-ordination and co-operation with other international organisations. The majority of 
other statistical activities are carried out in eight Directorates: Development Co-operation 
(DCD); Economics (ECO); Education (EDU); Employment, Labour and Social Affairs 
(ELSA); Environment (ENV); Financial and Enterprise Affairs (DAF); Center for Tax Policy 
and Administration (CTP); Public Governance and Territorial Development (GOV); Science, 
Technology and Industry (STI). 

The Service for Information Technology and Network Services (ITN) and the Public Affairs and 
Communications Directorate (PAC) play an important role in supporting the development, 
the implementation and the dissemination of OECD statistics. The former co-operates with 
STD and other Directorates to develop statistical databases and other ICT infrastructures 
for conducting statistical activities, while the latter is responsible for the dissemination of all 
OECD products, including statistical data and publications. 

The governing board of the OECD is the Council, which comprises the official representatives 
of member countries and establishes the general policy and priorities of the Organisation in 
close contact with the Secretary-General. Directorates also support one or more Committees, 
which represent national governments and establish work programme priorities in their 
respective areas of responsibility, evaluate reports prepared by the Secretariat, develop 
recommendations, etc. To deal with technical or specific issues, Committees establish 
working parties or task forces. Accordingly, several statistical bodies have been established 
over time (see below). 

To ensure the internal co-ordination of statistical activities, the Statistical Policy Group (SPG), 
representing all Directorates, was established in 1990. The SPG holds monthly meetings and 
is chaired by the Chief Statistician of the OECD, who is also the Director of STD.

OECD Statistical bodies

▲ Committee on Statistics (STD)

▲ Working parties and other expert groups:
– National Accounts (STD) – Development Statistics (DCD)
– International Trade in Goods (STD) – Revenue Statistics (CTP)
– International Trade in Services (STD) – Tax Policy Analysis and Tax Statistics (CTP)
– Short-Term Economic Statistics (STD) – International Investment Statistics (DAF)
– Business and Consumer Surveys (STD) – Managing Board for International Student
– Financial Statistics (STD) Assessment (EDU)
– Industrial Statistics (STI) – Health Data National Correspondents (ELSA)
– Indicators for Information Society (STI) – Territorial Indicators (GOV)
– Tourism Statistics (STI) – Environmental Information
– Science and Technology Indicators (STI) and Outlooks (ENV)
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  OECD Core Values in Producing Statistics

The Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics adopted initially by the Economic Commission 

for Europe of the United Nations, and subsequently endorsed by the United Nations Statistical 

Commission in April 1994, provide a set of general principles that official statistical agencies 

are requested to follow. The UN Fundamental Principles have been formally endorsed and 

adopted by national statistical organisations of OECD member countries and several other 

international organisations involved in the collection and dissemination of statistics.  

OECD statisticians are committed to implement the UN Fundamental Principles in their own 

statistical activities. In addition, OECD statisticians are committed to carry out their work 

according to the International Statistical Institute’s declaration on professional ethics. 

The actual implementation of these principles and quality dimensions described in the 

“Quality Framework for OECD Statistics” is undertaken through the guidelines and procedures 

provided in the Framework for all OECD statistical activities. In particular: 

▲ OECD statistics are compiled and made available on an impartial basis. OECD statistics 

are produced according to strictly professional considerations, including scientific principles 

and professional ethics with regard to methods and procedures used for the collection, 

processing, storage and dissemination of statistical data.

▲ The OECD presents statistical information according to scientific standards on the sources, 

methods, procedures adopted to produce it. 

▲ Individual data collected by the OECD for statistical compilation are considered to be 

strictly confidential and used exclusively for statistical purposes. Specific measures are taken 

to ensure the full protection of confidential data from any potential disclosure.

▲ Internal rules and measures under which the OECD statistical system operates are made 

public.

▲ The OECD is committed to carry out its statistical activities in co-ordination with national 

statistical agencies and with other international organisations.

▲ The OECD is committed to develop bilateral and multilateral co-operation in statistics in 

order to contribute to the development of systems of official statistics in all countries.

▲ Within the constraints of resource availability, OECD data products are of best possible 

overall quality in terms of each of the quality dimensions outlined in the Organisation’s Quality 

Framework. Effort involved in assuring quality is commensurate with the scale of the statistical 

activity, the purpose of the activity and its frequency (i.e. whether it is intended to be repeated 

regularly or occasionally, or is one-off).

▲ Data and metadata necessary for the work of the OECD must be provided to the 

Organisation within the context of the formal obligations undertaken by each member country 

when it joined the Organisation. This means that requests for information by the OECD should 

have the same importance attached to them as requests from other international organisations, 

including those required by regulation.

▲ The OECD explains and justifies requests for data that impose additional burden upon 

data providers. To this end, national agencies responsible for the co-ordination of statistical 

relations with international organisations at the national level have the right to receive well 

structured information about the on-going and ad hoc data needs of the OECD.
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▲ The role of statistics as a fundamental tool for modern democracies 

was the topic of the first OECD World Forum on Key Indicators “Statistics, 

Knowledge and Policy”, held in Palermo (Italy) in November. More than 

540 delegates from 43 countries participated in the Forum and several 

thousand people from all over the world followed the Forum through  

Web casting.   

▲ Co-operation with non-members was further reinforced through 

successful initiatives both at a working level (workshops, seminars, 

etc.) and at a more strategic level (for example, the participation of Big 6 

countries in the meeting of the OECD Committee on Statistics).

▲ The improvement in the visibility and accessibility of OECD 

statistics through enhancements to the Statistics Portal on the Web site. 

Improvements have also been made for OLIS users, e.g. experts working 

in OECD (and some non-OECD) countries are now allowed access to the 

OECD extranet. The progressive implementation of the OECD publication 

policy for statistics has enlarged, amongst other things, the amount of 

statistics disseminated for free on the Internet. The new monthly press 

release on prices was released.

▲ Concrete initiatives have been undertaken to address some of the 

concerns expressed by OECD statisticians in the 2003 Satisfaction Survey, 

especially with regard to training and organisational issues.  

▲ Because of the reduction of 2005-2006 OECD budget allocations, the only 

three statistical activities that will be discontinued at the beginning of 

2005 concern the economic accounts of agriculture, quarterly labour force 

statistics and statistics on the external debt of developing and transition 

countries. 



12

O E C D
OECD STATISTICAL PROGRAMME OF WORK 2005

 The Statistics Directorate organised the first World Forum on Key Indicators 

“Statistics, Knowledge and Policy”. The Forum was held in November 2004 

in Palermo (Italy) and was attended by 540 people representing various 

constituencies (policy makers, academia, civil society, media, statisticians, 

etc.) from 43 countries. More than 150 invited speakers, discussants and 

chairpersons played an active role during the Forum. (All papers and 

presentations are available at www.oecd.org/oecdworldforum.) Participants 

appreciated the exceptionally high degree of interaction both during 

working sessions and at the margins of the Forum. 

This OECD initiative addressed key issues for the development of 

modern democracies. Themes addressed at the Forum included the 

transparency and accountability of public policies, the people’s capacity 

of understanding the characteristics and the evolution of the economies 

and societies in which they live, and the role of the media in contributing 

to the development of a common knowledge among citizens. All these 

issues require a special effort by modern societies to develop high quality 

statistics, in order to, amongst other things, develop a shared knowledge 

about the state of and the development of the society and build accountable 

decision-making processes based on reliable statistical evidence. 

The experts who attended the Forum acknowledged its usefulness 

and recognised that the OECD is the best organisation to lead further 

development in a number of key areas covered by the meeting. The Forum 

demonstrated that there was a strong need for a catalyst able to allow 

national constituencies to learn from other countries’ experiences and 

that many good practices are already available in OECD countries. In 

conclusion, delegates asked the OECD to launch a medium-term process 

on key indicators, through electronic discussion groups, specialised 

workshops, etc., and to organise a second Forum in two years time. 

As far as the development of “key indicators” is concerned, the Forum 

demonstrated that such an approach is feasible and advantageous. There 

is not a unique way to develop “key indicators” and each country should 

choose the best approach, taking into account cultural and institutional 

environments. Statistical, technical and organisational issues must 

be addressed, but the success of such an initiative mainly relies on the 

capacity of involving various sectors of society into a co-operative effort, 

which is worthwhile in itself for the positive spill-over effect it can bring to 

society as a whole. The Forum has also shown the existence of a potential 

community of interest on the issue of “key indicators” in almost all OECD 

countries and in several non-member economies. 

2. The OECD World 
Forum on “Statistics, 
Knowledge  
and Policy” 
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The Secretariat will prepare a detailed document on the conclusions of 

the Forum for consideration and discussions by the recently established 

OECD Committee on Statistics at its June 2005 meeting. The conclusions 

and recommendations of the Committee will eventually be brought to the 

attention of the Council.

The investments made over the last three years in the development of the 

OECD Statistical Information System brought the OECD to the forefront 

in this area among international organisations. The availability of new 

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) is an indisputable 

fact, but such availability does not necessarily by itself make human 

organisations more efficient or more effective. To achieve this goal 

the use of new technologies needs to be accompanied by appropriate 

improvements in organisational processes and human capital.

As described in the box above, OECD statistical activities are carried out 

in several Directorates by statisticians with different backgrounds and 

work experience. More than 100 statistical activities are carried out by 

the OECD, the vast majority of which are devoted to collecting, processing 

and releasing data. Statistics are used daily by a wide range of OECD 

analysts, whose primary needs are to access data and metadata in the 

most efficient way. Finally, both internal and external users increasingly 

need to navigate across databases to carry out multi-domain analyses and 

comparisons.  

Although the decentralised model has many advantages, there are some 

disadvantages for which steps were taken to overcome the risks which may 

result. The main problem areas are related to the efficiency of individual 

statistical processes and to the overall quality (in particular, coherence 

and methodological transparency) of OECD statistics from the user’s 

perspective. A “vision” for a modern OECD Statistical Information System 

was developed in the context of the Organisation’s strategy for statistics 

launched in 2001. In that vision, the OECD Statistical Information System 

was expected to encapsulate tools for data and metadata collection, 

manipulation, storage, dissemination, discovery and retrieval, preserving 

the independence of data producers while making their data and metadata 

part of a coherent and seamless corporate system.

3. The new OECD 
Statistical Information 
System 
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Several national statistical offices and international organisations have 

developed similar approaches over the last few years according to their 

internal organisational structures and needs benefiting from a range 

of technologies and software developments. The OECD has established 

its Statistical Information System (SIS) applying the most recent 

technologies. This development was seen as part of the overall strategy to 

improve ways and means by which OECD statistical activities are carried 

out and statistical outputs produced. This strategic change also owes its 

success to:  

▲ the “Quality Framework and Guidelines for OECD statistics”;

▲ the training programme for OECD statisticians;

▲ a reinforced “governance” for OECD statistics, based on a close 

co-operation and consultation among substantive and technical 

Directorates.

The development of quality guidelines for new activities and the 

mechanism of rolling reviews for existing activities stimulated a demand 

for new tools to conduct statistical activities in a more efficient and 

effective way. The training programme for OECD statisticians allowed 

them to familiarise themselves with new technologies and learn how to 

benefit from the new corporate approach to statistical activities. Moreover, 

the continuous involvement of all relevant Directorates was a key factor 

in identifying effective solutions and reinforcing the common sense of 

ownership for the statistics strategy. 

To develop the new system the OECD is taking full advantage of advances 

in information technologies and standards (e.g., OLAP, XML, Web Services, 

SDMX-ML, GESMES/TS) and drawing on best practices in the international 

community of official statistics. The system is modular and thus it is 

expected that the components would be reusable in national and in 

other international organisations, especially for managing decentralised 

statistical systems. Along this line, co-operation has already been 

initiated with UNESCO, UNCTAD and ILO, which will make use of some 

of the components of the OECD system. The OECD is also looking for best 

practices among peers in order to integrate such practices and as far as 

possible, avoid duplication of work.
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The overall architecture of the Statistical Information System consists of 

three layers, a:

▲ production layer for the collection, validation, processing and 

management of statistical data and metadata;

▲ storage layer where validated statistics and related metadata are 

stored;

▲ dissemination layer for producing statistical publications and online/

offline interactive statistical products. 

The three layers in the architectural model (see Figure 1) are supported by 

a workflow system which automates statistical and publication processes 

wherever possible, and tracks the steps involved. The five independent but 

inter-operating components of the new Statistical Information System are 

the following: 

Figure 1 – Structure of the OECD Statistical Information System

OECD.Stat is the central repository (“warehouse”) where validated 

statistics and related metadata are stored. It has been designed to preserve 

the decentralised nature of OECD Directorates’ statistical activities, while 

making their data and metadata part of a coherent corporate system.
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OECD.Stat enables the Organisation’s analysts and statisticians to 

easily locate any data from a single online source, rather than having 

to navigate across multiple databases and data formats, each with its 

own query/manipulation systems. Access to metadata in OECD.Stat 

helps ensure appropriate selection and use of statistical data. OECD.Stat 

will progressively become the sole source of coherent statistical data 

and related metadata for the Organisation’s statistical publication and 

electronic dissemination processes.  

Metadata can be attached at any level of an OECD.Stat dataset: dataset-

level (e.g. national accounts), dimension-level (e.g., “Variable means…”), 

dimension member-level (e.g., “GDP means…”) and data-level for any 

lower level (e.g., series level, observation level, etc.). A browser provides 

online access to OECD.Stat, making it easy for users who are not already 

familiar with the structures of the parent production databases to access 

the OECD’s statistical data and related metadata resources.

StatWorks provides a common hosting environment for production 

databases, based on the OECD standard database platform, MS-SQL 

Server. The objectives are to strengthen standardisation of design and 

to minimise the number of tools used in statistical activities across the 

Organisation, and as a result reduce support requirements.  

StatWorks includes a toolkit for managing statistical data, which minimises 

the need for developing and supporting database-specific programs. This 

toolkit includes facilities for: database administration, data collection 

and validation, data manipulation, and export of validated datasets to  

OECD.Stat. 

MetaStore is the corporate metadata facility. MetaStore has been 

designed to improve the efficiency of metadata preparation, storage, 

access, management and dissemination for the Organisation’s statistical 

products. MetaStore provides dataset managers with a common set of tools 

for managing metadata, and supports adherence to common metadata 

management principles across the OECD. MetaStore and the metadata 

management principles address problems of fragmented metadata 

located in numerous databases and text files maintained by different 

Directorates with the aim of avoiding duplication of effort in metadata 

preparation, gaps in metadata availability, and inconsistent metadata 

across databases.
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MetaStore provides a database manager with a storage area for statistical 

metadata; an interface for managing production metadata; facilities for 

enriching current metadata content through external links to standard 

classifications, glossary terms and definitions, Special Data Dissemination 

Standards (SDDS) concepts, etc.; export of validated metadata to OECD.

Stat. Like OECD.Stat, MetaStore can accommodate any kind of metadata 

related to any level of detail of the corresponding statistical data.

Greater visibility and availability of OECD statistics are key elements 

of the Organisation’s Statistics Strategy. The OECD presently provides 

external users with online access to its statistical resources via several 

channels: OLIS (the Online Information Service available to officials in 

national administrations and other international organisations), the 

OECD Web site, SourceOECD and CD-ROMs for all users.  Experience has 

shown, however, that locating statistics of interest can be a real challenge 

for users not already familiar with the structures of the parent production 

databases. 

The OECD is therefore revamping the interfaces to its online OECD statistics. 

A state-of-the-art presentation tool (“browser”) being developed for online 

access to the OECD.Stat data warehouse will soon be widely available. The 

new browser will not only be easier to use, but also incorporate, inter alia, 

advanced search features to help quickly locate data of interest, and the 

ability to display multiple families of data (e.g., environmental indicators 

together with statistics on economic growth) simultaneously.

Finally, PubStat, the corporate tool for producing OECD statistical 

publications has been developed. It has been built on OECD technology and 

publication standards, as well as on the existence of a single source for 

validated statistical data and metadata (OECD.Stat), with the objectives to:

▲ increase the efficiency of statistical dissemination processes and to 

decrease time-to-publish, reducing the need for human intervention and, 

thus, risk of mistakes;

▲ give the Organisation’s statistical publications and electronic products 

a common “look and feel”;

▲ reduce the number of different software tools and corresponding 

support effort involved, and 

▲ minimise the time that statisticians spend dealing with dissemination 

and formatting issues.  
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PubStat contains, for a given publication, information on the structure 

of the tables, the statistical data and metadata to be extracted from  

OECD.Stat, where these data are to appear in a published statistical table, 

the “publication metadata” containing headings and labels, and style 

sheets implementing the graphical presentation of the tables. PubStat 

provides the database manager with an interface for managing publication 

contents definitions, a facility for storing these instructions for later  

re-use, and an interface for generating an XML output file combining 

statistical data and metadata with publication layout instructions.

A workflow system is being developed to automate the whole statistical 

and publication process wherever possible and track the steps involved. 

This workflow system will be used to initiate and monitor the transmission 

of data from one layer to the next. Dataset managers can choose to receive 

notification by e-mail of the results of each process.

In 2004 several datasets (including National Accounts, Economic Outlook, 

Main Economic Indicators, Aid Statistics, Education Statistics, Labour 

Force Statistics and Migration Statistics) have been already transferred 

into OECD.Stat and made available via the browser. Twenty-two activities 

currently use StatWorks, while MetaStore is being used by seventeen. 

Finally, four publications have already been published in 2004 using 

PubStat. 

A plan for the next few quarters has been established to populate  

OECD.Stat. Similar plans have also been made to transform current 

production environments into StatWorks, MetaStore and PubStat. As the 

full implementation of the new system progresses, the statistical work 

to solve possible data and metadata inconsistencies across datasets will 

be carried out. Therefore, the emphasis over the next two years will be on 

statistical content issues and this will require considerable effort from the 

existing statistical resource base within the OECD and further co-operation 

across Directorates and with other international organisations. 
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In the context of the information society, substantial amounts of data are 

readily available (in the press, on the Internet, etc.). New data providers now 

play a role in the “market of information” and compete daily with official 

sources to capture the attention of the media, businesses, households and 

individuals. In some cases, this competition is based on serious efforts to 

produce data unavailable elsewhere, but in other cases surveys carried 

out by private institutions on a handful of individual and/or econometric 

estimates are presented, and commented on, as indisputable “facts”.

Both national and international/supranational organisations (IOs) face 

such a challenge in an open and difficult market, with a huge number 

of potential data providers, and where competition is not necessarily 

based on the technical quality of the statistical information provided. 

Notwithstanding their efforts, institutional, organisational, financial and 

technical constraints limit the capacity of individual IOs to improve the 

current quality of international statistics. Therefore, they are trying to 

overcome these constraints through better co-operation and co-ordination 

of their activities in order to gain efficiency through data sharing, developing 

quality management initiatives, and jointly developing ICT tools. 

In this context, the OECD is fully committed to contribute to multilateral 

and bilateral initiatives, such as: 

▲ The development, under the aegis of the United Nations Committee 

for Co-ordination of Statistical Activities (CCSA), of a framework for 

strengthening the organisation of the international statistical system. 

Such a framework should be based on:

• a set of principles for carrying out statistical activities in international 

organisations;

• memorandums of understanding among IOs to regulate their mutual 

relationships;

• the development of quality assurance frameworks for IOs;

• the establishment of a Web based system where practices adopted by 

IOs for producing statistics would be made transparent to users;

• the development and maintenance of standards for data and metadata 

exchange;

• common initiatives on training for statisticians working in IOs. 

4. Towards a stronger 
international 
statistical system  
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▲ The task force on Standards for Data and Metadata Exchange (SDMX), 

chaired by the OECD since September 2003 and carried out in co-

operation with the Statistical Office of European Communities (Eurostat), 

the European Central Bank, the Bank for International Settlements, the 

International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and the Statistical Division 

of United Nations (see www.sdmx.org). The goal of this initiative is to 

develop common e-standards and on-going standardisation of activities 

that would allow national and international organisations to improve their 

efficiency and avoid duplication of work not only amongst themselves, 

but with others involved in the field of statistical information exchange. A 

first version of standards was released in July 2004 and a second and more 

complete version is due in spring 2005.

 

▲ Agreements have been signed and implemented with Eurostat to 

share data and metadata. In particular, the OECD suspended direct 

data collection from European Union countries for structural business 

statistics, business and consumer tendency surveys, and research and 

development data. Common projects are currently being carried out in 

specific domains, such as benchmarking techniques, business registers, 

environmental statistics, purchasing power parities, etc. 

▲ In 2005 the data sharing agreement between the OECD and the Statistical 

Division of the United Nations (UNSD) on international trade will be fully 

operational. The two organisations will distribute the same database, 

covering all countries in the world, making daily updates through the 

integration of data provided by each organisation, following a division of 

labour which sees the OECD providing validated data for its countries, 

and the UNSD providing similar data for other countries. The project, 

which already uses SDMX standards, is the first example of a partnership 

between two IOs who decided to link their information systems, sharing 

methodological tools for data validation and editing, ICT infrastructures 

and development resources.     

▲ The OECD provided other interested IOs (e.g. UNESCO, ILO, UNCTAD and 

IMF) with software developed for its own statistical information system. 

Given the success of this initiative, in 2005 a discussion will be launched 

with interested partners to develop a consortium for developing and 

sharing software solutions to carry out statistical activities in IOs. 



21

Users have access to OECD publications and databases through 

several channels: paper publications, CD-ROMs, databases available 

on SourceOECD, online products available on the OECD Web site, etc. 

Especially important is the OECD Statistics Portal, which provides users 

with access to selected statistics and methodological publications 

produced by the Organisation. After the improvements made in 2004, the 

Portal confirmed its position as the most accessed OECD page. When the 

Portal was launched in September 2001, about 20 000 visits per month 

were registered. After twelve months this number increased to 36 000. At 

the end of 2003, while the OECD home page registered 270 000 monthly 

hits, the new version of the Portal had approximately 56 000 visits and 

was by far the first most accessed substantive entry page. At the end of 

2004 the number of visits increased to 73 000 (+30%). 

A similar picture emerges in looking at the number of visits to statistical 

databases available in SourceOECD, the OECD e-library through which 

all OECD products are made available to registered users. In 2004 a new 

version of SourceOECD was launched. The number of institutions with 

access to all statistical publications and databases via SourceOECD rose 

by 30% in 2004 to more than 550. This means that an estimated 5.5 million 

academics, students, government officials, researchers and corporate 

users now have unrestricted access to all databases via SourceOECD. In 

2004 the number of downloads from the databases rose to around 125 000, 

a 27% increase from 2003.

The availability of the new Statistical Information System opens the way 

for better dissemination of OECD statistics and the design of a new set 

of statistical products. Furthermore, the development of mobile devices 

(PC-palms, Blackberries, etc.) allows the distribution of statistics in real 

time to a wide range of users all over the world. Finally, according to 

the conception of statistics as a “public good”, an increasing number of 

users are asking for free online access to statistics produced by public 

national and international bodies: the OECD has to face this challenge, 

taking into account both the policies adopted by the latter and its budget 

constraints. 

5. New dissemination 
tools for OECD 
statistics 
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In March 2005 the first edition of the OECD Factbook: Economic,  

Environmental and Social Statistics will be released. The OECD 

Factbook presents, in an integrated way, a carefully selected range of 

statistics covering ten broad thematic areas: Population and migration, 

Macroeconomic trends, Economic globalisation, Prices, Labour market, 

Science and technology, Environment, Education, Public policies and 

Quality of life. In addition, every year, the OECD Factbook will include 

a special section focusing on a current “hot topic”. The 2005 issue will 

contain a focus on energy.

Each theme will be covered by tables and graphs illustrating in a user-

friendly manner trends over the past ten years and the relative ranking 

of each of the 30 OECD member countries. Alongside them, text will 

give definitions of the indicators used and comment on the extent of 

comparability of data from different national sources, thus enabling users 

to evaluate for themselves the relevance and value of specific data. Finally, 

the OECD Factbook will guide readers to other OECD statistical and analytic 

publications which can assist them in their research and understanding. 

An online version of the OECD Factbook will be regularly updated. 

Data contained in the Factbook will also be used to prepare individual 

Country Statistical Profiles that will be made available in the new “country 

pages” to be developed in the OECD Web site. The Factbook provides tables 

and charts organised by topic. The Country Statistical Profiles will present 

the same information by country, comparing the performance of each 

country with that of other countries using comparable data covering 

economic, social and environmental domains and produced according to 

international definitions and classifications. During the year 2005 Country 

Statistical Profiles based on the Factbook will be enriched with more detailed 

economic data at quarterly and monthly frequency, using tailored charts 

and tables to highlight the most recent economic developments.  

In 2005 the OECD will launch a new service to provide Key OECD Statistics 

on MObile devices (KOSMO). The service will provide people using mobile 

phones and other wireless devices with a selected set of tables from the 

Factbook and Main Economic Indicators with monthly updates, which will be 

downloadable from the OECD Statistics Portal. This free service will also 

highlight the release of new statistical data and other OECD statistical 

products. 
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  The OECD Statistics Dissemination Policy 

The OECD currently publishes a variety of statistical products: 

▲ Multi-area publications: publications designed to cover wide ranges of phenomena 

belonging to various subject areas (economic, social and environmental). 

▲ Single-area publications: publications aimed to provide an overview of the situation in a 

specifi c subject area, using various data sources (i.e. Society at a Glance, Economic Outlook, 

Main Economic Indicators, etc.).

▲ Single-topic publications: publications focused on a particular subject, using both a 

single data source and more than one source (i.e. Annual National Accounts, Labour Force 

Statistics, etc.). 

In 2002, the OECD developed a new policy for the dissemination of statistics which, from a 

strategic point of view, must meet three objectives:

▲ disseminate as widely as possible the statistics collected and elaborated autonomously 

by the Organisation adopting high quality standards to facilitate their accessibility and 

interpretability;

▲ enhance the credibility of the OECD as a source of high quality statistics refl ecting 

economic, environmental and social performance in member countries and in selected non-

member countries;

▲ contribute to the development of a culture of “informed decision making” at national and 

international levels.

In meeting these objectives, the statistics dissemination policy must be conducted:

▲ in the most cost-effective manner, in accordance with OECD general publishing policy and 

with the fi nancial and budgetary regulations and requirements. Maximum use should be made 

of online dissemination possibilities;

▲ ensuring that the user community in general has free access to “basic” statistical 

information collected and/or originally produced by the Organisation;

▲ maximising co-operation with other national and international data providers. In particular, 

free access to all statistical products must be given to all national governmental bodies, as 

well as, subject to reciprocal arrangements, to other international organisations.  

The following table summarises the new policy, which implies much larger free electronic 

dissemination of statistics than before.  

Type of data Updates Channels Pricing policy

Basic statistics Concurrent Statistics portal Free

Other statistics

Concurrent SourceOECD Priced

Concurrent
OLISnet 

(only for the OECD network)
Free

Old issues Statistics portal Free

Concurrent Paper publications Priced

Methodological 

documents
Concurrent

Statistics portal, 

OLISnet and SourceOECD
Free

Paper publications Priced

Customised statistics Concurrent Directorates Priced 
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It will represent an opportunity to expand the range of users of OECD 

statistics.

At the beginning of 2005, the new OECD Online Bookshop will make 

available the first integrated Catalogue of Statistical Products. The 

Catalogue will provide users with summary information about the 

content of more than 100 OECD statistical publications and databases by 

theme, using the same classification used in the Statistical Programme 

of Work and on the Statistics Portal. In 2005 an advanced calendar of 

statistical releases will be published. Users will have the opportunity to 

see when press releases, statistical publications and databases are due 

for publication. The calendar will provide information about the expected 

releases for the following quarter and will be regularly updated with more 

precise information as the release date approaches. 

The presentation of OECD statistics on OLIS (the OECD Extranet accessible 

to authorised users working in national delegations and national 

government bodies) was improved in 2004 by replacing the old welcome 

page with the Statistics Portal. In this way, authorised users can easily 

access methodological documents and other statistical products made 

available on the Web site which were not accessible on OLIS. In 2005 a 

further improvement is foreseen, with an integrated presentation of all 

OECD statistical products, independent from the channel used for their 

distribution. OLIS users will also have the possibility to use the new 

statistics browser to navigate databases made available in OECD.Stat. 

A new Charte Graphique for OECD Statistical Publications was agreed 

in 2004. Therefore, all new publications will have a common look and 

feel, while old publications are being progressively modified according 

to the new standards. The new standards also affect the way in which 

methodological notes are presented. For example, from now on such 

notes will be presented together with country sections instead of being 

located at the end of the publication. This innovation not only improves 

the interpretability of statistical data, but also allows users to download 

“self-contained slices” of the overall publication without losing any 

information.
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  Communication Tools for Promoting OECD Statistics  

Statistics are one of the main outputs of the OECD and, although policy guidelines and 

reviews are very important for OECD governments and politicians, as far as the public is 

concerned, statistics are one of the most requested products of the Organisation. Because 

of their importance, four tools have been developed over the last three years to promote and 

provide information about OECD statistics and other activities in statistics: 

▲ statistical press releases containing estimates for key monthly and quarterly economic 

indicators;

▲ The Statistics Newsletter;

▲ Statistics Brief; and

▲ OECD Working Papers in Statistics. 

The OECD currently publishes regular statistical press releases for some of the most important 

economic indicators: GDP, composite leading indicators, standardised unemployment rates, 

international trade and consumer prices. Press releases contain data for the most important 

areas and countries: OECD, G7, EU, EMU, United States, Japan, Germany, France, the United 

Kingdom, Italy and Canada. The way in which press releases are prepared is fully coherent 

with best practice existing in almost all OECD countries. Release dates are announced in 

advance and data are not communicated outside the Statistics Directorate (apart from one 

person in the Press Office and in the Economics Department) before official dissemination.

The bi-monthly Statistics Newsletter is a short electronic publication (12-14 pages) which 

contains brief articles on OECD activities and projects, as well as articles written by national 

statisticians to illustrate relevant projects being carried out by national statistical authorities 

and other international organisations. Subscription to the Newsletter may be requested  

online and it is currently distributed to several thousand individuals. 

Statistics Brief is an occasional (4-8 pages) publication, which presents important statistical 

issues to the international community of statisticians, economists, policy makers and 

researchers. The publication typically reports on statistical measurement problems, new 

statistical outputs and statistical developments using, as much as possible, terminology 

understandable to non-experts. It also provides a glossary and a reading list on where to 

find further methodological details, related databases and supplementary information about 

other OECD statistical and analytical activities and products. Since 2002, Statistics Briefs 

have been published on the following subjects: “International Trade in Goods and Services: 

Statistical Trends and Measurement Challenges”, “Creation of the Euro Area: Implications 

for Economic Statistics”, “Purchasing Power Parities: Measurement and Uses”, “Measuring 

Student Knowledge and Skills: The PISA 2000 Experience”, “Measuring the Non-observed 

Economy”, “Measuring Regional Economies”, and “Measuring Growth in GDP and Labour 

Productivity: Measurement Issues”, “Comparison of Household Saving Ratios: Euro Area/

United States/Japan”. 

A series entitled OECD Working Papers in Statistics presents the results of statistical 

research conducted by OECD staff, consultants or statisticians of member countries who 

attend OECD meetings. 

All these products are available at www.oecd.org/statistics.
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OECD 
Statistical 
Activities 
in 2005

The OECD is active in several statistical domains, playing a crucial role 

both in the collection and dissemination of statistical data and metadata, 

and in carrying out innovative methodological work. This part of the 

programme presents brief descriptions for approximately 100 individual 

activities envisaged for 2005. In addition, activities planned by the 

European Conference of Ministers of Transport are described. 

Statistical activities carried out in this field are mainly devoted to 

providing policy makers with information on trends in support levels and 

the composition of support (producer and consumer support estimates) in 

agriculture as well as developments in markets (production, consumption, 

trade, prices) for major temperate zone agricultural commodities. The 

statistical activities for fisheries include the collection and dissemination 

(principally through the Review of Fisheries) of annual data concerning 

landings, fishing fleets and fishers, fishing quotas, aquaculture production 

and government financial transfers. Furthermore, analytical work on the 

economics of fisheries asks for a number of specialised data sets to be 

created in support of such work.  In addition, a major database is being 

maintained (AMAD) on essential information for the assessment of 

agricultural market access.   

In 2005 the Agri-Environmental Database will be revised, while the 

accessibility of the agricultural market access database will be improved 

through an interface with the UNCTAD WITS system.  As part of the country 

studies to be published in the last quarter of 2005, new Producer Support 

Estimates data will be created for Brazil, China, India and South Africa, in 

addition to those already existing for Russia and Ukraine: these data will 

be made available through the OECD Internet Web site starting from 2006. 

Because of budget cuts in STD, work on the Economic Accounts for Agriculture 

will be discontinued as from 1st January 2005. Finally, the development of the 

European Union support indicators is foreseen to represent the expanded 

EU25 from the current estimates based on the EU15. 

With regard to the fisheries statistics, over the past years, a major effort 

has been invested into ensuring that a database was built that could make 

analytical work easier. This database is still being tested. 

▲  Agriculture  
and fisheries
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▲  Demography  
and population

OECD activities are focused on maintaining and updating the International 

Migration database, which contains the most recent available data on 

foreign and immigrant populations, foreign workers, migration flows and 

naturalisations. 

After the release of the first version of the database, in 2005 the data 

collection on the foreign-born using census/population register data 

will be expanded to include more data on demographics, labour force 

characteristics such as occupation and sector, field of study and year of 

arrival. It is expected that this will provide a broad overview of expatriation 

and of movements and activity of the highly skilled.

Statistics are mainly produced to support the activities of the Development 

Assistance Committee (DAC) and the international aid community. 

Databases cover the Creditor Reporting System (CRS), official and private 

resource flows to developing and transition countries and their external 

debt. The OECD hosts PARIS21, the partnership of national, regional 

and international statisticians, policy makers, analysts, development 

professionals and other users and producers of statistics, including civil 

society to promote, influence and facilitate statistical capacity building 

activities and the better use of statistics in developing countries. 

In 2005 the review of the coverage of Official Development Assistance 

will be finalised, following the needs of the DAC Senior Level Meeting and 

the work done by the DAC Network on Conflict, Peace and Development 

Co-operation. The recommendations made during the Quality Review 

will be implemented. The work on the new online user interface to give 

access to the CRS Aid Activity Database will be finalised, together with the 

development of online metadata.

The main activity of the 2005-2006 work programme for PARIS21 will be 

the promotion of national strategies for the development of statistics. 

Among other things, in 2005 PARIS21 will organise, in co-operation with 

UN specialised agencies, bilateral donors and developing countries, 

an international seminar to produce guidelines for integrating sectoral 

statistics strategies into countries’ overall National Strategy for the 

Development of Statistics.

▲  Development
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  The OECD Outreach Programme in Statistics  

The OECD founding Convention calls upon the OECD to promote policies “designed to 

contribute to sound economic expansion in member as well as non-member countries in 

the process of economic development”. Increased interdependence has made this objective 

even more vital for achieving poverty reduction and sustainable development globally. OECD’s 

strengths include a multidisciplinary capacity for analysis and policy dialogue; its sharing of 

best practices; monitoring of its members through peer review; and extensive policy dialogue 

and capacity building with non-member economies, international organisations and other 

stakeholders.

The availability of high quality statistics for non-members, and especially for key “global 

players”, is necessary to allow a reliable overall assessment of economic, social and 

environmental trends at a global level. The OECD works with other economies to enhance the 

production of reliable and internationally comparable statistics. Increasingly, work done by the 

Statistics Directorate has focussed on large non-member countries, particularly Brazil, China, 

India, Indonesia, the Russian Federation and South Africa. Work began in 2003 to assess 

and improve the quality of statistics for these countries and this is expected to continue 

in 2005. More specifically, activities focussed on the formation of quality frameworks, the 

measurement of the non-observed economy, GDP revision analysis and the overall quality of 

national accounts are foreseen. In 2005 the OECD will also contribute to the assessment of 

the Chilean national statistical system.

A simplified version of the OECD system to develop business tendency surveys has been 

successfully exported to China and several Latin American countries. In 2004, work started 

to develop composite leading indicators for Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, the Russian 

Federation and South Africa. First results are expected to be published in 2005. 

The Eurostat-OECD PPP programme covers a number of non-member economies, including 

the Russian Federation. Also, in co-operation with the European Commission, PPPs are 

developed for the Western Balkan region. In 2005 the OECD will continue to be actively 

involved in a project led by the World Bank to develop purchasing power parities on a 

worldwide level. 

An expansion of the recently developed database on productivity to China, Russia and Brazil 

is envisaged in 2005. Several conferences and workshops (on productivity, consumer price 

indices, national accounts, etc.) will see the participation of non-members.  

Other OECD Directorates have programmes of co-operation on specific subject matter areas, 

such as science and technology, education, migration, pensions, environment, foreign direct 

investments, development, agriculture, etc. Several of them, according to the needs of their 

policy committees, also collect data for non-members, which are usually included in OECD 

publications and databases. 

In 2005 the Committee on Statistics is expected to prepare its own “outreach strategy”, 

which will be then submitted to the Committee for Co-operation with non-members and to 

the OECD Council. This strategy should also include recommendations about the possible 

participation of selected non-members in the Committee itself, to foster the statistical policy 

dialogue from a global perspective.
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The two main activities in this field are the production of the annual OECD 

flagship publication, Education at a Glance, and the PISA project, which 

produces assessments of reading literacy, mathematical literacy, scientific 

literacy and a growing range of cross-curricular competencies among  

15-year-olds in school.

In co-ordination with the other data requesters (UNESCO and Eurostat), 

several improvements are envisaged for 2005 and 2006, especially to 

extend the coverage of the data collection to address data gaps pointed out 

by the users. To reduce the potential increase of the response workload an 

organisation based on a core data collection and ad hoc rotating modules 

is envisaged. An education database would benefit from the OECD.stat 

and MetaStore developments. After the publication of the OECD Handbook 

for Internationally Comparative Education Statistics, in 2005 the activity will be 

devoted to highlighting areas that require further clarification in standards 

and definitions which will serve as the basis for a revised, second edition 

of the Handbook to be produced in due course.

As far as PISA is concerned, in 2005 the project enters a new phase following 

a focus, during 2004, on producing the initial report based on data collected 

in 2003. The focus also shifts from creating assessment questions to actually 

using them in the field, analysing their characteristics and making a final 

selection of questions to be used in the Main Study of PISA 2006.

The Environment Directorate collects and disseminates environmental 

data according to the System of Information on Resources and the 

Environment (SIREN) for member and non-member economies. 

Environmental indicators are developed to support policy analyses, as 

well as environmentally-related taxes. 

In 2005 a special attention will be given to the implementation of the 

Collaborative Plan of Action on Environmental Data Quality, linked to 

the “OECD Quality Framework”; the revision of questionnaire sections 

for air, wild life and biodiversity; marine environment; and to a greater 

use of other international data sources that became recently available, in 

particular at European level. Moreover, the preparation of a methodological 

and statistical guidance document on material flow accounts and related 

indicators will be undertaken. An improved international co-operation on 

water statistics, as part of the work of the Inter-Secretariat Working Group 

on Environment Statistics, is also expected. Finally, the transfer of selected 

▲  Education  
and training

▲  Environment
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environmental reference series to the new OECD statistical information 

system is foreseen. In the area of environmentally related taxes the 

database on the use of other economic instruments (tradable permits, 

deposit-refund systems and environmentally motivated subsidies), 

prepared in co-operation with the European Environment Agency, will 

be enriched with a new homepage, queries that cover all instrument 

categories and a Web-based updating routine.

The analysis of banking profitability is supported by the regular 

production and update of a set of indicators and additional information, 

such as regulatory frameworks and the activities of banks in each country. 

Furthermore, the role of institutional investors as financial intermediaries 

and their impact on investment strategies is analysed through statistics on 

their portfolio composition. Data are also collected on central government 

debt and balance of payments (BoP), as well on insurance, revenues and 

tax rates. Finally, statistics on foreign direct investment are collected 

and a survey on “Implementation of Methodological Standards for Direct 

Investment (SIMSDI)” is carried out by the Directorate for Financial and 

Enterprise Affairs in co-operation with the IMF.

In the area of BoP, the activity will be aimed to improve the coherence 

of the dataset, include zone totals for selected variables and to produce 

quarterly tables for OECD international trade in services trade and foreign 

direct investment. In addition, the OECD will contribute to technical groups 

working on the revision of the BoP manual and to the G8/World Bank project 

on improving data on remittances. The BoP activity will also benefit from 

the implementation of recommendations made during the Quality Review 

carried out in 2004. The possibility of launching a survey on the availability 

of additional indicators on bank profitability will be explored in 2005, in 

the context of the IMF project on Financial Soundness Indicators. This 

database has been migrated to the new statistical information system and 

the new procedures will be also used for the data dissemination. In the 

area of central government debt collection and publication of new data 

relating to duration and term to maturity are envisaged. In particular, data 

will concern domestic, foreign and total average term to maturity and 

duration, and will be calculated using different duration methods. A new 

project on fiscal relations across levels of government will be launched in 

2005 to collect data on sub-national taxing powers, inter-governmental 

grants and fiscal rules to support the activities of the Network on Fiscal 

Relations across Levels of Government. 

▲  Finance  
and investment
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As far as insurance statistics are concerned, the main innovation in 2005 

will concern the migration to the new statistical information system. The 

Benchmark Definition of Foreign Direct Investment is currently under revision. 

The objective is to adopt the methodologies, concepts and definition 

to the evolving markets and instruments. The joint IMF/OECD Direct 

Investment Technical Expert Group (DITEG) will complete its work in 2005 

to identify the basic methodology following which the new guidelines will 

be drafted. Foreign direct investment (FDI) statistics have been reviewed 

in the context of the “OECD Quality Framework” and the implementation 

of recommendations started in 2004. Moreover, in 2005 the database 

migration to a new platform will be completed and new tools will be used 

to publish the 2005 International Direct Investment Statistics Yearbook. At the 

same time, the geographical coverage of partner country information will 

be expanded and the industry classification will be improved to take into 

account user needs. Finally, an improved electronic questionnaire will be 

applied. The article on recent FDI trends and developments which include 

and are based on most timely statistics will continue to be published in the 

annual publication International Investment Perspectives and disseminated 

on the Internet to the public at large. Moreover, FDI statistics will be a part 

of the new publication on Economic Globalisation Indicators. 

The two main activities carried out by the Health Division in DELSA are the 

production of the annual comprehensive database “OECD Health Data”, 

and the related publication Health at a Glance, which is released once every 

two years (the next edition will be released in 2005).  

In 2005, the Health Division will start to collect on an annual basis a set of 

standard tables based on the “System of Health Accounts (SHA)” manual. 

This will contribute to the enhancment of the coverage and improvment 

of the internal consistency of health expenditure and financial data 

in “OECD Health Data”. A focus will also be put on improvment of the 

availability and comparability of data on long-term care expenditure, 

through a specially-designed questionnaire. The experience gained from 

these data collections will be taken into account in developing an OECD-

Eurostat-WHO questionnaire for a joint SHA-related data collection in 

late 2005 or 2006. Improvements are also expected in the availability and 

comparability of data on remunerations of health professionals (chapter 

re-introduced in the 2005 data collection). 

▲  Health
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In addition, the Health Division will pursue in 2005 the Health Care Quality 

Indicator (HCQI) project. The broad aim of this project is to be able to 

measure reliably to what extent health systems are improving the health 

status of the populations they serve. The focus in 2005 will be to complete 

an initial round of data collection for a relatively small set of indicators, 

while continuing to refine indicator lists and assess the data availability 

in five priority areas (patient safety, prevention/primary care, cardiac care, 

diabetes, mental health). The work under the HCQI project is guided by an 

experts group.

A new project in 2005 will explore strategies to improve the link 

between expenditure and activity/volume data in order to improve the 

understanding of differences in health care prices and volumes between 

countries and over time. Work will continue to establish a routine data 

collection on recipients of long-term care services to complement the 

corresponding expenditure data.

The Statistics Directorate and the Directorate for Science, Technology and 

Industry carry out several joint activities in this area. The former manages 

both the database on Structural Statistics for Industrial and Services sectors 

(SSIS) and the database on statistics on Small and Medium Enterprises 

(SMEs). The latter manages the Structural Analysis (STAN) database, 

based on detailed national accounts by economic activity, and elaborates 

shipbuilding and steel statistics and data on activities of foreign affiliates 

with special reference to trade in services of multinational firms. 

The STAN database was reviewed in the context of the “OECD Quality 

Framework”. Following this, and bearing in mind the impending 

obsolescence of the current software platform, STAN is undergoing a major 

IT redevelopment which will continue throughout 2005. The industrial 

coverage has been expanded to include more ISIC 2-digit service sectors 

and tables for intermediate inputs have also been introduced. 

A new publication (Indicators of Economic Globalisation) will be prepared in 

2005, according to the guidelines contained in the Handbook on Economic 

Globalisation Indicators. The Steel Outlook 2005-2006, which was suspended 

since 2001, will be published in 2005. 

A Task Force SBSNet has been created to design the OECD new Structural 

Business Statistics databases and to advise the Secretariat on the 

▲  Industry and services
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development of methodological recommendations and an OECD action 

plan for SME statistics in the context of the 2004 Istanbul Ministerial 

Conference on SMEs. In 2005 it is expected that the OECD data collection 

will benefit from the advice provided through SBSNet.

The coverage of the SSIS database has been improved and continues to 

be extended to include more services data and more variables. Particular 

emphasis was also placed in 2004 on SME data (SEC database) and the 

possible integration into one SSIS/SEC database. The review of variables 

and the new hosting in the new ICT environment has resulted in efficiency 

gains and in considerable variable extension as of 2004. 

Statistics on enterprises broken down by class size were published in tables 

and graphs in ECO structural studies and in the Small and Medium Enterprise 

Outlook. Depending on the quality and quantity of data provided by OECD 

member countries, a publication showing detailed statistical information 

on enterprises by class size will be prepared in 2005 in conjunction with 

the extended SSIS database. 

Communication indicators are currently collected and published in the 

Telecommunications database, which provides more than 90 variables 

such as network infrastructures revenue, investments of operators, 

etc. Furthermore, methodological work to improve the international 

comparability of the use of ICT was undertaken to develop indicators and 

analyses of the information society that provide insight for policy making. 

Measurement work involves the production of internationally comparable 

and policy relevant indicators for measuring the supply and demand 

for ICT infrastructure, related services, content and applications and, in 

particular, electronic commerce.

In 2004, a set of 15 “Key ICT indicators” based on a range of criteria were 

selected as a core group that would be updated on a rolling basis and 

made available via OECD’s Web site. These indicators are drawn from 

various publications and databases and are designed to cover a variety 

of ICT issues including infrastructure (network and usage indicators), 

ICT diffusion, ICT supply-side, ICT firms, and impacts of ICT. They will be 

updated on a rolling basis as new data become available.

Work will continue in 2005 on a definition of ICT services. Work on 

measuring usage of ICT is ongoing, with current activities consisting of 

▲  Information  
and communication 
technology
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revising the OECD model surveys of ICT Use by Businesses and Households/

Individuals. The aim is to improve harmonisation with European and other 

member countries’ ICT usage surveys, as well as to re-orient the surveys 

towards areas of high policy-relevance such as digitised products, mobile 

access, ICT security, e-business and e-government. Other work in 2005 

will include research into measurement of trust and security (including 

adding relevant questions to the model surveys as outlined above) and 

compilation of a guide to measuring the Information Society, which will 

serve as a repository for the statistical guidelines produced by the Working 

Party on Indicators for Information Society and will also include metadata 

information on member and non-member countries’ work in the field 

of ICT statistics. It will form a major OECD contribution to the work 

programme established after the 2004 World Summit on the Information 

Society (WSIS) and is expected to be completed by the next WSIS meeting 

in 2005. Outreach to non-member OECD countries will be strengthened 

during 2005 as part of OECD’s role in the WSIS work programme. Finally, in 

the area of telecommunications indicators, data on Internet subscribers 

will be detailed by the access technologies.

The Statistics Directorate is responsible for two main databases on 

international trade. The first, containing monthly data for imports and 

exports, is disaggregated by partner country and main categories of 

commodities; and the second contains very detailed annual figures, 

presented according to three main classifications (SITC, HS and ISIC). In 

2002, a third database was developed, referring to trade in services by 

partner country. In addition, detailed data on tariffs were collected.

Full migration from the old ICT environment will be completed in 2005. 

This will allow data sharing with the United Nations Statistical Division 

(UNSD), as well as the design and use of new functionalities and facilitate 

data  management and documentation. Data quality (including timeliness) 

will be improved for some countries. The official launch of the joint 

World Trade database together with UNSD is envisaged in spring 2005. 

For monthly international trade statistics, an improvement of timeliness 

and consistency with other OECD databases is expected, as well as the 

migration to the new statistical information system and an extension of 

availability of volume data. Both annual and monthly international trade 

in goods statistics will be reviewed in the context of the “OECD Quality 

Framework”. In the area of trade in services, an enlarged dataset by partner 

country will be disseminated. The OECD will also contribute to the update 

of the Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services. 

▲  International trade
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Activities on labour force statistics are carried out by the Statistics 

Directorate and by the Directorate for Employment, Labour and Social 

Affairs. The latter also collects and publishes statistics on benefit systems, 

work incentives and an extensive set of labour indicators. 

In the area of labour force data, main changes envisaged for 2005 entail 

the incorporation of data and metadata into the statistical information 

system, ensuring their consistency with those provided for similar series 

for MEI, research to include additional series that touch on other key 

labour market issues (such as the ageing labour force), and revision of 

explanatory text to highlight differences between labour force estimates 

and estimates compiled by national accountants. In the area of working 

time measurement the work envisaged for 2005 includes the preparation 

of a draft revised ILO Resolution on this issue for discussion at the 2005 

Paris Group meeting and of a detailed submission to the National Accounts 

Intersecretariat Working Group outlining proposals for a clarification of 

the System of National Accounts on labour input.

Activities in this area involve the collection and publication of an extensive 

range of business tendency and consumer opinion survey data from OECD 

member countries, as well as the calculation of cyclical indicators to 

assess the cyclical phase of various economies and forecast their future 

development. Methodological work to promote international guidelines 

is also carried out and the OECD helps non-member economies in the 

implementation of business tendency surveys and in the calculation of 

composite leading indicators. 

The main improvements expected in 2005 entail implementation of the 

work plan arising out of the last workshop on business tendency and 

consumer opinion surveys (e.g. development of standards to promote 

greater harmonisation of outputs produced by different countries and to 

present metadata, improvement of methods and processes for seasonal 

adjustment, etc.). In addition, the enlargement of the business tendency 

and consumer opinion survey database will be completed, including the 

collection and dissemination of metadata from non-EU and Big 6 countries. 

The main improvements expected for composite leading indicators (CLIs) 

include the completion of the quality review and implementation of 

recommendations, the compilation of CLIs in Big 6 non-members, and 

research into the possible compilation of a “world” CLI using OECD and 

Big 6 CLIs.

▲  Labour

▲  Leading indicators 
and tendency surveys
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  OECD Activities in the Area of National Accounts  

The OECD plays a fundamental role in publishing national accounts data for members and 

selected non-member economies. In addition, it carries out methodological research for 

improving international comparability and measuring new economic phenomena, as well 

as helping non-member economies to implement the System of National Accounts (SNA). 

Databases on quarterly and annual national accounts have a wide coverage in terms of 

variables and sets of accounts, containing data from 1970. 

In 2005, the methodological work will still focus on the revision of the 1993 SNA. This 

essential activity for better relevance and international comparability of national accounts will 

be pursued in the continuation of 2004. The OECD will continue to monitor three important 

task forces: Canberra II on the Measurement of Non-financial Assets, the Task Force on the 

Harmonisation of Public Sector Accounts (TFHPSA) and the Task Force on Financial Services 

(TFFS). Their work will result in proposals for change to the SNA concerning the treatment of 

specific transactions of the general government (in particular public pension schemes), the 

treatment of intangible assets (in particular Research and Development), and the calculation 

of the volume of production of insurance and banking. A new international task force has also 

been launched on the valuation of non listed equity in the SNA. The OECD will also propose 

clarifications in other fields such as employment data in the national accounts and the 

measurement of non market output. The annual national accounts database will be extended, 

covering new sets of accounts, and will benefit from the conclusions of the review done in the 

context of the “OECD Quality Framework”. 

In the area of financial accounts the new database disseminated in 2004 will be further 

developed. An additional table on households’ assets, including a more precise classification 

of instruments, as well as a table on institutional investors assets, and a more precise 

classification of sectors, will be developed. This table will replace the outcome of the statistical 

activity “Institutional Investors” which will disappear as such in 2005. 

The project on general government national accounts will focus on the update of the newly 

developed database, disseminated in 2004, on the improvement of metadata by country and 

on the drafting of a special new chapter on government accounts in the forthcoming SNA. 

In the area of quarterly national accounts the recommendations of the quality review carried 

out in 2003 will be implemented. In addition, the coverage of the database will be extended 

by the inclusion of new accounts and/or new countries starting to produce quarterly national 

accounts. Finally, in 2005 the OECD will continue to support a selected group of non-member 

countries in the implementation of the Handbook on the Non-Observed Economy. 

A set of labour productivity indices for 27 countries and a set of multi-factor productivity 

measures for 18 countries were published for the first time in March 2004. Two areas merit 

particular mention in this context: the review of the statistical series on hours actually worked 

and the development of capital services measures. Comparability of hours worked data has 

been improved and consistently-constructed capital services measures are available for the 

first time. In 2005, these data will be updated regularly and country and sector coverage 

expanded, where possible.
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In all fields mentioned in the statistical programme of work the OECD 

deals with methodological issues. In addition, the OECD is active, in 

co-operation with other international organisations, in developing 

international classifications. To this end, a virtual working group has been 

established to co-ordinate OECD inputs to the UN Expert Group on Social 

and Economic Classifications and to other guardians of international 

classifications. 

Special projects will be carried out in 2005 in several areas. The Handbook 

on Data and Metadata Presentation and Reporting will be submitted to the 

UN Statistical Commission for comment and further input received from 

national agencies and international organisations will be incorporated 

into a final version to be submitted to the OECD Committee on Statistics 

in June 2005. Following this a Web version of the Handbook will be created 

which will allow the incorporation of emerging data presentation and 

reporting issues following the publication of the paper version in the 

second half of 2005.

The proceedings of the first World Forum on Key Indicators will be 

published in spring 2005. A proposed follow-up to the Forum will be 

prepared for the June 2005 meeting of the Committee on Statistics. 

Improvements to the OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms are envisaged for 

2005, namely the insertion of new definitions reflecting the continuing 

activities of various expert groups and working parties both within the 

OECD and in other international organisations, the link of key definitions 

to various elements of the OECD statistical information system (e.g. OECD.

Stat and Metastore) and the development of new download facilities that 

will enable users to download sub-glossaries from the main Glossary 

database. The Handbook on Economic Globalisation Indicators will be published 

in 2005, as well as the Handbook on Useful Practices for Constructing Composite 

Indicators, developed in co-operation with the Joint Research Centre of the 

European Commission. The Handbook on Quality Adjustment of Price Indexes 

for Information and Communication Technology Products will also be published 

in 2005. Finally, OECD will prepare proposals for a top-top classification of 

ISIC rev 4 for national accounts data reporting.

The Directorate for Public Governance and Territorial Development 

compiles statistics on public sector employment (at local, regional and 

central levels), as well as pay and salaries. In addition, a project for 

measuring the impact of e-government was launched in 2002 and a survey 

on Budget Practices and Procedures is carried out in over 60 countries. 

▲  Methodological 
research

▲  Public management
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In 2005 the database on budget practices and procedures will be made 

available to the public and the database interface will be improved, while 

for e-government statistics the questionnaire will be updated and the 

number of countries expanded. 

The Statistics Directorate is responsible for the production of Purchasing 

Power Parities (PPPs) data for all OECD countries, in close co-operation 

with Eurostat with respect to EU countries. In addition, it collects data on 

a wide range of price indicators. 

In 2005 a methodological guide for developing services Producer Price 

Indices (PPIs) will be finalised and published, in co-operation with Eurostat. 

The inventory on service PPIs will be updated and further developed. 

A similar co-operation will also allow the publication of the Manual on 

the methods and procedures for producing PPP data. The OECD will 

also co-operate with the World Bank in the context of the International 

Comparison Programme.

Several statistics are collected by the Directorate for Science, Technology 

and Industry in the area of R&D, with related methodological information. 

Data are used to compile the publication on main science and technology 

indicators, which contains approximately 100 variables on resources 

devoted to R&D, measures of output, and the impact of these activities 

on the economy. Important projects are also carried out in the fields of 

biotechnology and patent statistics.

In 2005 furthers efforts will be directed towards improving the quality of 

the data contained in the Analytical Business Enterprise Research and 

Development, in particular addressing comparability issues relating to 

the classification of firms by industry. The finalisation of the statistical 

framework for biotechnology statistics is also envisaged, as well as the 

establishment of a list of patent codes in order to capture biotechnology 

patents. In the area of R&D statistics, the work will be devoted to improving 

co-ordination with Eurostat, developing a joint questionnaire to reduce 

duplication of data collection efforts.

The Oslo Manual, which provides a methodological framework for developing 

and undertaking innovation surveys, is currently under revision to produce a 

third edition which is expected to be finalised in 2005. This revision expands 

the scope of innovation to include non-technological activities such as 

▲  Purchasing power 
parities and prices

▲  Science  
and technology



39

organisational innovation, it includes more details on process innovation, 

and provides improved guidelines on measuring the inputs and outputs of 

innovation, as well as the linkages which underpin innovation systems.

In the area of patent statistics the database will be updated and the 

data coverage extended (i.e. to include information from national patent 

offices). Methodological work on nowcasting triadic patent family data 

will be carried out, as well as the development of citations indicators.

The Main Economic Indicators (MEI) database contains an extensive set of 

short-term indicators for all OECD countries and for selected non-member 

economies. Additionally, the Expert Group on short-term economic statistics 

deals with methodological issues to improve the international comparability 

and methodological transparency of data produced at national level. 

Main achievements expected in 2005 include the expansion of the use 

of Eurostat data in lieu of direct collection from EU national agencies for 

series not currently represented in the MEI database, etc., methodological 

work on short-term indicators for services, data reporting and presentation 

and expansion of the use of administrative data. A review of internal and 

external use of series in the MEI database will be carried out to identify 

emerging needs such as unit labour cost, labour cost, prices and wages 

series. Further enhancement of methodological transparency of indicators 

published in MEI for member countries and Big 6 non-member countries 

through the provision of better metadata is also envisaged.

The Social Expenditure Database (SOCX) contains statistics, programme by 

programme, of the main public and mandatory private social expenditure 

categories. The publication, Society at a Glance, presents a large set of indicators 

on the status of societies, compiled following a Pressure-State-Response 

framework. Finally, the Benefits and Wages series addresses the complicated 

interactions of tax and benefit systems for different family types and labour 

market situations, producing useful indicators for addressing issues of both 

work incentives and adequacy of household incomes. 

In the area of social expenditure statistics, improvements identified in the 

Quality Review will be implemented in 2005, including the consistency 

of the data with the OECD Labour Market Policy and Health database, 

the improvement of transparency of data classification along the SOCX 

(OECD) and ESSPROS (Eurostat) methodologies. A new issue of OECD 

▲  Short-term economic 
statistics

▲  Social and welfare 
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Society at a Glance will be published in March 2005, aiming to inform the 

discussion of OECD Social Policy Ministers. This report attempts to satisfy 

the growing demand for quantitative evidence on whether our societies 

are getting more or less equal, healthy, and cohesive. It updates some of 

the indicators included in the 2001 and 2002 editions, and adds new ones 

including measures of subjective well-being for the first time.

For pension statistics the geographical coverage will be extended in 2005 

to additional OECD and non-OECD countries and the harmonisation of 

concepts, definitions, and compliance in line with the taxonomy developed 

through the OECD Working Party on Pension Statistics will be carried out. 

The OECD taxonomy, the glossary of pension terms and a newsletter 

including the indicators will be published in 2005. 

An internationally comparable database on relevant socio-economic 

statistics at sub-national level (about 300 regions) was developed in 2002 

and methodological work to define territorial typologies and disparities is 

currently being carried out. 

In 2005 the publication of the first issue of OECD Regions at a Glance is 

foreseen, as well as the enlargement of the set of variables covered by the 

database (e.g. data on well-being and quality of life, on employment by 

industry and on health indicators at the regional level) and an increase 

in the international comparability of sub-national statistics. The quality 

of metadata on sources and definitions will be improved, as well as the 

accessibility to the database for internal and external users.

Statistics in this area are mainly carried out by the European Conference 

of Ministries of Transport. They cover investments, infrastructures, 

human resources, traffic and energy consumption for different modes of 

transportation, as well as road accidents and shipbuilding. 

Due to co-ordination problems between the three international 

organisations (Eurostat, ECMT, UNECE) the publication on annual transport 

statistics has been put on hold. The new Web data collection developed 

by Eurostat should improve the whole process and allow for a new 

publication in 2005. The Common Questionnaire has also been modified 

with an update of both rail and road chapters. It will also include road 

accident statistics. Quarterly data for 2005 will be seasonally adjusted to 

facilitate publishing a written analysis of short-term transport trends. 

▲  Territorial indicators
▲  Transport statistics
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Title Periodicity
Paper/ 
e-book

Data available on-line

SourceOECD
Other  

Web site

Agriculture and Fisheries Statistics

Environmental Indicators for Agriculture Occasional Y Y –
OECD Agricultural Outlook Annual Y Y –
OECD Agricultural Database
– Economic Accounts for Agriculture Annual – Y –
– Agricultural Support Estimates Annual – Y –
– Agricultural Policies in Transition Economies Annual Y Y –
– Agricultural Commodities Outlook Database Annual Y Y –
Agricultural Policies in OECD Countries: Monitoring and Evaluation (Statistical Annex) Annual Y Y –
Review of Fisheries in OECD Countries
– Volume 1: Policy and Summary Statistics Annual Y – –
– Volume 2: Country Statistics Annual Y – –

Demographic and Population Statistics

Trends in International Migration Annual Y Y Y

Development

International Development Statistics
– Aid at a Glance Annual – – Y
– Creditor Reporting System on Aid Activities Bi-monthly Y – Y
– Development Co-operation Report (Statistical Annex) Annual Y – Y
– External Debt Statistics Annual Y Y –
– Geographical Distribution of Financial Flows to Aid Recipients Annual Y Y –
Quarterly External Debt Statistics Quarterly – – Y

Education and Training Statistics

Education at a Glance – OECD Indicators Annual Y – Y
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) – Various Issues Occasional Y – Y
World Education Indicators Occasional Y – –

Energy Statistics

Coal Information Annual Y Y –
Electricity Information Annual Y Y –
Energy Balances of Non-OECD Countries Annual Y Y –
Energy Balances of OECD Countries Annual Y Y –
Energy Prices and Taxes Quarterly Y Y –
Natural Gas Information Annual Y Y –
Nuclear Energy Data Annual Y – –
Oil Information Annual Y Y –
Renewables Information Annual Y Y –
World Energy Statistics
– Energy Balances of Non-OECD Countries Quarterly Y Y –
– Energy Balances of OECD Countries Quarterly Y Y –
– Energy Statistics of Non-OECD Countries Quarterly Y Y –
– Energy Statistics of OECD Countries Quarterly Y Y –

OECD statistical publications and other products with statistical annexes  
(including International Energy Agency) – Years 2004-2005 

Appendix
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OECD statistical publications and other products with statistical annexes  
(including International Energy Agency) – Years 2004-2005 (cont.)

Title Periodicity
Paper/ 
e-book

Data available on-line

SourceOECD
Other  

Web site

Environmental Statistics

CO2 Emissions from Fuel Combustion Annual Y Y –
Environmental Indicators Biennial Y – –
OECD Environmental Data – Compendium Biennial Y – Y

Financial and Investment Statistics

Bank Profitability – Financial Statements of Banks Annual Y Y –
Central Government Debt Statistical Yearbook Annual Y Y –
Institutional Investors Statistical Yearbook Annual Y Y –
Insurance Statistics Yearbook Annual Y Y –
International Direct Investment Statistics Annual Y Y –
International Investment Perspectives Annual Y – –
Revenue Statistics Annual Y Y –
Taxing Wages Annual Y Y –

Health Statistics

Health at a Glance: OECD Indicators Biennial Y – –
OECD Health Data 2004 Annual Y Y –
SHA-Based OECD Health Working/Technical Papers Occasional Y – Y
HCQI-related OECD Health Technical Papers Occasional Y – Y

Industry and Service Statistics

Activities of Multinationals Occasional Y Y –
Iron and Steel Industry Annual Y – –
STAN Database for Industrial Analysis Annual – Y –
Structural Statistics for Industry and Services Annual Y Y –

Information and Communication Technology

Information Technology Outlook Biennial Y – –
OECD Communications Outlook (Statistical Annex) Biennial Y – –
Telecommunications Database Biennial – Y –

International Trade Statistics

International Trade by Commodity Statistics Annual Y Y –
Monthly Statistics of International Trade Monthly Y Y –
OECD Statistics on International Trade in Services Annual Y Y –

Labour Statistics

Labour Force Statistics Annual Y – Y
Labour Market Statistics Annual – – Y
OECD Employment Outlook (Statistical Annex) Annual Y – Y
Quarterly Labour Force Statistics Quarterly Y Y –

National Accounts

Economic Outlook (Statistical Annex) Semiannual Y Y –
National Accounts of OECD Countries Annual Y Y –
National Accounts of OECD Countries Government Accounts Annual Y Y –
National Accounts of OECD Financial Accounts Annual Y Y –
Quarterly National Accounts Quarterly Y Y –
The World Economy Historical Statistics Occasional Y T –
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OECD statistical publications and other products with statistical annexes  
(including International Energy Agency) – Years 2004-2005 (cont.)

Title Periodicity
Paper/ 
e-book

Data available on-line

SourceOECD
Other  

Web site

Purchasing Power Parities and Prices

Purchasing Power Parities and Real Expenditures – 2002 Benchmark Year Triannual Y Y –

Science, Technology and Patents Statistics

Main Science and Technology Indicators Semiannual Y Y –
OECD Science, Technology and Industry Scoreboard Biennial Y – Y
Research and Development Expenditure in Industry Annual Y Y –
Research and Development Statistics Annual Y Y –

Short-term Economic Statistics

Main Economic Indicators Monthly Y Y –

Social and Welfare Statistics

Benefits and Wages: OECD Indicators Annual Y – Y
Social Expenditures Biennial – – Y
Society at a Glance: OECD Social Indicators Biennial Y – Y

Territorial Statistics

OECD Territorial Outlook (Statistical Annex) Annual Y – –
OECD Regions at a Glance Occasional Y – Y

Transport Statistics

Statistical Report on Road Accidents Biennial Y – Y
Trends in the Transport Sector Annual Y – –

Methodological Publications

Business Tendency Surveys: A Handbook Occasional Y – –
Handbook on Economic Globalisation Indicators Occasional Y – –
Handbook on Useful Practices for Constructing Composite Indicators Occasional Y – –
Key Indicators For Accessing National Performances Occasional Y – –
Journal of Business Cycle Measurement and Analysis Occasional Y – –
Measuring the Non-Observed Economy: A Handbook Occasional Y – –
MEI Comparative Methodological Analysis, Wage Related Statistics Occasional Y – –
OECD Handbook for Internationally Comparative Education Statistics Occasional Y – –
OECD Handbook on Quality Adjustment of Price Indexes for Information  
and Communication Technology Products Occasional Y – –

OECD Handbook on Data and Metadata Presentation and Reporting Occasional Y – –
OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms Occasional – Y Y
OECD Private Pension Classification and Glossary of pension terms Occasional Y – –
The Measurement of Scientific and Technological Activities – Frascati Manual Occasional Y – –

Notes: “Y” means that the product is available; “–” means that the product is not available. The list does not include tables available on the 

OECD Web site that contain small selections of various paper products or databases, for free dissemination.
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