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SOME FACTS

A 68,757 sq. km. (27 % of Arizona)

A 1.2 million inhabitants (23 % of Arizona)

A Six counties (municipalities) including three Native American
nations.

A Major gateway of U.S.-Mexico trade

A 1t covers the northern part of the Sonoran Desert and the
northwestern tip of the Chihuahuan Desert.

A The area converges in Tucson - Arizona's second-largest
metropolitan area.

A A diverse multicultural environment (35 % Hispanics)

A A region rapidly evolving into a knowledge-base economy

MAIN ECONOMIC CLUSTERS

Bioscience A Mining::
i More than 100 local companies i 24local companies
2,000 employees (nonhospital) i 1,900 employees
112 nonhospital bioscience establishments .
21.9% increase in region's nonhospital bio i $67,533,000 annual payroll
employment, 2001-2004
T $40,004, annual average biosciences wage :
i $6 billion in revenues A Optics

7 150 local companies

Environmental Technology : T 4,573 employees in Pima County
i 1,211 companies* T $650 million in revenues
i 14,873employees*
i $2.2billion i * . . .
' S22 bilionin revenues A Plastics and Advanced Composite Materials

Information Technology: I 35local companies

i 1,200 local companies* T 982 employees
i 50,000 employees* T $123,746,000 value of shipments for 2002
T $4billion in revenues*
A Tourism
Manufacturing - T 289 local companies

i 752 local companies
i 28,400 employees
T $1,628,218,000 in annual payroll

T 44,200 employees
T $2 billion in revenues

T Aerospace
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http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Biotechnology.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Environmental-Technology.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-IT.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Manufacturing.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Mining.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Optics.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Plastics.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Tourism.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Tourism.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Aerospace.aspx
http://www.treoaz.org/Industry-Strengths-Tourism.aspx
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MAIN ECONOMIC CLUSTERS
LABOR FORCE, EMPLOYMENT,

& UNEMPLOYMENT

Pima County| Arizona
Labor Force 452,400 | 3,021,500
Unemployment | 16,500 | 118,900

Unemp|cyment 3.6% 3.7%
Rate

Source: Arizona Department of Economic
Security Research Administration, August 2007

DEVELOPING THE
CONCEPT OF A REGION
A Multiple actors involved. Multi,ple advocAacy
F ISYRIF&A® adf GALX S a2¢
A The role of higher education institutions
A Existing and upcoming tensions

A Trend in defining the region in terms of what it
IS not the region
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THE TERTIARY EDUCATION SECTOR

A Three main institutions with uneven levels of
development and focus:
University of Arizona
Pima Community College
I University of Phoenix
A UofA as the main engine for regional )
RS@St 2 LJYS)/u RdzS  fyrank (0 &
dzy A OSNE A G & ¢
A PCC as the major training center, and support
center for small business development

The UA is a major generator of economic
activity in Pima County and throughout
the State of Arizona. The UA was estab-
lished in 1885 as the first university in
the Arizona Territory and the state’s
only land grant institution. The UA
employs more than 14,400 full- and
part-time persons, generating payroll
and benefits totaling $714.9 million.
The UA's annual economic impact on
the state’s economy is $2.3 billion
resulting in the creation of approxi-
mately 41,300 jobs. In 2006, UA-relat-
ed economic activity generated $7.13
for every $1 received from the state.

The University attracts talent from around
the globe, provides a social and cultural
environment that ignites and connects
the local and global community, signif-
icantly impacts the regional and state
economies, and serves as the foundation
for building the region's new technology-
based knowledge economy.

Pima Community College (PCC) is the

eighth-largest community college in
the country with an annual enrollment
of more than 75,000 (62,252 credit
and 12,787 noncredit). In the last five
years, PCC has served almost 400,000
students across six campuses and four
learning centers, including one at
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. PCC has
more than 140 programs, including
Transfer, Business, Health-Related, Social
Service, Applied Arts Technologies,



ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN HIGHER
EDUCATION

A Access / Success

A Knowledge creation and transfer
A The social agenda

A Relevance for the region

A Better linking to regional priorities
A Further collaboration
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