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Objectives of safety and 

quality measures 

ÂTo protect the health of consumers;

ÂTo ensure fair trade practices in 

food production and distribution;

ÂTo facilitate international trade in 

food



Historical background 

ÂAttempts to codify food well known by eraly 

civilizations and during the middle age

ÂScientific developments of nineteenth century

ÂMore recent milestones

Ã1963: Creation of the Codex Alimentarius

Ã1985, the UNGA adopted resolution 39/248 on 

guidelines for consumer protection 

Ã 1995: Creation of the WTO and signing of two 

agreements on The SPS measures and on TBT



The agreement on sanitary and 

phytosanitary measures

Â Expanded and updated text from GATT 
(1947, Article XXII b) and from TBT 
agreement of the Tokyo Round (1973 ï1978)

Â Purpose of the SPS agreement:

- to ensure that measures established by 
governments to protect human, animal and 
plant life and health are consistent with 
obligations prohibiting arbitrary or 
unjustifiable discrimination on trade between 
countries where the same conditions prevail.  

- Such measures shall not be applied in a 
manner that would constitute a disguised 
restriction on international trade


