
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

WATER MANAGEMENT 

THE BASIS OF THE ROMANIAN SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT

- PRESENT STAGE AND PERSPECTIVES -

ñWater is not a commercial product like any other but,

rather, a heritage which must be protected, defended and

treated as such ò(Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the

Council establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy)



97.8 % of the Romanian surface are included in the Danube River 

Basin 

30% of the Danube River Basin is in Romania



× The water resources from Romania are composed of surface waters ï
inland rivers, natural and reservoirs, Danube river and ground waters.

Resource category Theoretically Useful resource 

Billion cubic meters                                   Billion cubic meters

Inland rivers                             42                                              25**

Danube river                            87*                                             30   

Ground waters                         11                                                6

TOTAL                                   140                                              61

* represents ½ from the multi-annual medium stock drained on the Danube

**comprises approximately 5 billion cubic meters, resource naturally provided

× Romania is relatively poor in water resources, disposing of only 1,870
cubic meters water/inhabitant/year, confronted by the average 4,000
cubic meters water/inhabitant/year in Europe.

WATER RESOURCES



Geomorphology

Â Carpathians 

make a barrier 

and separate a 

continental 

oceanic climate 

in west by 

continental 

climate in east



Complex hydrographic network



WATER MANAGEMENT WORKS 

üReservoirs: 1,449 from which 400 are      

very important

üAccumulated volume: 13,070 million cubic 

meters

üDiversions: 2,050 km

üEmbankment and river bad regularization 

works: 18,240 km

üDraining works: 3.2 million hectares

üSoil erosion control: 2.27 million hectares

ü3,110 drinking water intakes with an installed flow of 171.26 cubic 

meters/second, from which 67.26 cubic meters/second ground sources

intakes;

ü3,838 industrial water intakes with an installed flow of 1082.3 cubic 

meters/second, from which 49.5 cubic meters/second intakes from ground 

sources;

ü363 hydro-electric power stations in function, with 692 power groups. 

The most equipped hydrographic basins in this area are: 

Olt, Siret, Crisuri, Arges, Danube.



üWater supply totalizing 120 cubic meters/second for 

drinking water supply for population, industry and

agriculture is provided. 

üProtection against floods is provided for: 

Åareas: 2,13  million hectares;

Ålocalities: 1,927;

Åsocial-economic units: 3,100;

Åroads and railroads: 6,100 km.

üA production of hydro-electric power in the medium 

year of 20,749  GWh is provided.

üWater sources for the irrigation of 3 million hectares

are provided.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS


