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Time spent on unpaid work per day, in minutes
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KEY FINDINGS: JAPAN

Did you know?

Japanese people spend a lot of time working. Total daily paid and unpaid work in Japan
(including work commuting times), at 9 hours per day is exceeded only by Mexico at 9
hours and 54 minutes and is well above the OECD average of 8 hours and 4 minutes.
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At only 1 hour and 40 minutes work during the day, the Japanese have the second lowest
hours of unpaid work in the OECD. Korea has the lowest at 1 hour 19 minutes. The OECD
average is 2 hours and 8 minutes. [Fig1.1.xls]

A low proportion of Japanese (46%) participate in cooking and cleaning up afterwards, the
second lowest in the OECD and much below the OECD average of 64% participation.
However, those Japanese who cook do a considerable amount of it, cooking for 1 hour 39
minutes per day, the fourth highest in the OECD after Mexico, Turkey and Portugal and well
above the OECD average of 1 hour 24 minutes. [Fig1.12.xIs]

At 5.3%, Japanese unemployment is well below the OECD average of 8.1%. The good
functioning of the Japanese labour market is aided by high schooling outcomes. Japan has
the fifth highest reading scores for 15 years in the OECD as measured by the OECD’s
recent PISA tests, at 520 well above the OECD average of 496. [SS2.xIs]

At 82.7 years, Japan has the highest life expectancy in the OECD, 3.4 years higher than
the OECD average. Gains in life expectancy in the last generation have also been solid,
increasing at about the OECD average of 6 years between 1983 and 2008 (Japan 5.7

years) [HE1.xls]


http://www.oecd.org/els/social/indicators/SAG
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932381456
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932381437
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932381646
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932381798
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932381969

