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Organisation of the National Policy Dialogue

n Mutual understanding has been reached with key 

partners on main objectives and organization of the NPD

To develop a financing strategy for urban and rural WSS with water-

related MDGs as target 

n Membership of a Coordination Council (CC) was 

approved to guide the process and provide a platform for 

the dialogue and Regulation on CC

(decree of the Prime-minister of the KR of 22.07.08 ˉ 377-ʨ);

n Consultant was mobilised  to inform and facilitate the 

dialogue (Atkins&PKF with support from COWI on FEASIBLE

simulations ïtraining was conducted)

n Four National Policy Dialogue meetings  so far 
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Kyrgyz Republic ïKey Features

n Low-income country (2007 GDP: some 750 USD per capita)

n High proportion of people living in poverty (some 42%)

n Small population (some 5.2 million) with low population density 

n Rural population almost two-thirds of the total population

n Almost one-third of villages less than 750 people 

n 25 urban settlements with WSS managed by vodokanals 

n Plentiful water resources but glaciers shrinking

n Harsh climate (from +45oC to -30oC) and high seismic activity 
threaten sustainability of infrastructure 

n Rocky ground, plenty of distant villages in high lands ïimpact on 
unit costs 
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Challenges for WSS in the Kyrgyz Republic

n No accurate information on water production and use 

n Urban access ï90-98% for piped water and 75% for 
improved sanitation

n Rural access ï19-81% for piped water and 51% for 
improved sanitation

n Poor condition of existing infrastructure and poor level of 
service (reliability, predictability, water quality)

n Unwillingness to pay for poor level of service

n 85% of old water supply systems use groundwater but 
surface water rising ïproblems with pollution and health
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Impacts on Health and Environment

n 20% water supply systems do not comply with sanitary 
norms with many lacking sanitary protection zones water 
treatment plants and disinfection systems (SES, 2008);

n Waste water treatment plants either donôt work at all (in 
villages), or donôt provide required level of treatment and 
waste sewerages into the rivers;

n Hence - problems with environmental pollution and 
population health; 

n Childrenôs mortality from acute water-born enteric infections 
remains high.  Typhoid morbidity remains a big problem 
and caused by poor drinking water quality.
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