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Tower of Babel by Pieter Brueghel (1563)

Everyone on earth had the same language, 

and the same wordsé

(Genesis, 11-1)

ÅLinguistic diversity.

ÅCultural diversity.

ÅGlobalisation

- people

- firms

- goods and services

- technology

- culture

Ą A common language of communication (a ñlingua

francaò)plays an important role in facilitating the

cross-border transactions, and raising its benefits.

Ą International migrations

Ą International trade & investment

Ą Knowledge transfers

Ą Cultural diffusion

On disputa un peu sur la multiplicité des langues, 

et on convint que, sans lôaventure de la tour de Babel,

le monde entier aurait parlé français.

(Voltaire, Lôing®nu, 1767)



Main Objectives

ïTo identify the key factors shaping successful foreign 

language learning.

ïTo analyze the effects of linguistic competencies on 

labour market and social outcomes.

ïTo investigate how different systems have responded to 

the challenges of learning and teaching languages.



Focus ïwhich languages?

Non-native languages

1. English as a foreign language

2. Other non-native languages



Focus ïwhich languages?

1. English as a foreign language

Å Lingua-Franca or Globish?

Å Large number of people learning 

English

ïcurrently 1 billion.

ïexpected to reach 2 billion in 10-15 

years.

Å Large economic impact
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Focus ïwhich languages?

2. Other non-native languages

Å Foreign languages other than English are of course policy relevant.

ïDominant language (non English) for immigrants in a given context.

ïLocal/heritage languages.

ïForeign languages (non English) for the native population.



Focusïwhich groups of population?

In English speaking countries

- immigrant population

- indigenous population

In non-English speaking countries

- native population

- immigrant population
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Framework and Key Questions

Motivation
Formal/Informal 

Learning

Learning Outcomes

Economic/Social 
Outcomes

Media
Individual 

Representations

Environment

Perceptions, values, beliefs, 

identity which may help to 

structure individualôs 

ñvisions of the worldò.

Q: What are the successful 

innovations in learning and 

teaching non-native 

languages? Why/how do 

they work?

Q: What are the best ways 

to raise motivation to learn 

non-native languages?
Q: What are the individual 

representations that shape 

motivation? How do they 

work?

Q: Is competency in non-

native languages associated 

with labour market success? 

How? To what extent? 

Q: Does competency in non-

native languages help to 

raise social integration and 

social capital How? To what 

extent? 

Q: How do media shape 

motivation to learn? How do 

media affect informal learning? 

How effective are they?

Q: How do family and 

community environments shape 

individual representations?

Q: Is it possible to identify a 

sensitive periods for learning 

non-native languages?

Q: Does learning non-native 

languages raise the efficiency 

of learning mother tongue?


