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INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN SERVICES 
 

METHODOLOGICAL SOUNDNESS QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Introduction 

1. Quality issues have recently attracted a great deal of attention within the statistical community. 
Detailed information on methodological practices should be a key element of any quality framework. This 
questionnaire tries to fill the current lack of such detailed information on the field of Statistics on 
International Trade in Services. The questionnaire has been designed to compile the information in a 
standardised way (as for example the SIMSDI does for FDI). The information collected will be used for 
different purposes: enhance OECD/Eurostat publications, disseminate best-practices, detect fields were 
further improvement is needed…The Manual on Statistics of International Trade in Services is now the 
international benchmark and the questionnaire explicitly addresses the recommendations regarding the 
EBOPS included in it. 

2. Background 

2. The current situation regarding the information available on national practices’ compliance with 
international guidelines for compiling International Trade in Services statistics is far from satisfactory. At 
the EU level, the most complete set of methodological information was collected in the report Task Force 2 
Current Account (1996). The experience of such detailed investigation on national practices was 
considered fruitful by countries, even if it constituted a big effort for them. Some information can also be 
found in documents created by various Technical Groups. Summing up, the information available is 
fragmented, not homogeneous for all countries and not up-to-date. 

3. The questionnaire has been planned as a tool to change this state of affairs. Its structure is 
designed to allow us to gather the information in a harmonised way. It is intended to be an annual or bi-
annual exercise. The burden it implies to national compilers will be softened in subsequent rounds, as only 
changes would need to be reported. 

4. The questionnaire takes into account all the recommendations contained in the Manual on 
Statistics of International Trade in Services and it would be a useful tool to foster the implementation of 
the EBOPS. According to a draft Regulation on Balance of Payments, EU member states will have to 
report the EBOPS in two or three years. Information collected would allow us to identify best practices that 
will then be shared. 

5. Due to the high political sensitivity of International Trade in Servicesstatistics, as they are 
intended to be used in trade negotiations, it is of the utmost importance to inform our users of the exact 
concepts that each figure is measuring. Published data should then be presented with detailed 
methodological information, indicating any departure from the Manual recommendations. It is 
Eurostat/OECD intention to make full use of all the information collected through the questionnaire and to 
make it available in their publications.  
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3. Timetable for Implementation 

6. Eurostat presented a first version of the questionnaire to its Balance of Payments Working Group 
(BoP WG) in October 2002. Member States welcomed the initiative and asked Eurostat to liaise with the 
OECD to convert it into a Joint OECD-Eurostat document. This was a natural step forward given the close 
collaboration OECD and Eurostat maintain in the field of Statistics on International Trade in Services 
(Joint OECD/Eurostat Classification, Joint OECD/Eurostat publication…). 

7. An updated version of the questionnaire was presented to the BoP WG in March 2003 which 
incorporated a number of suggestions made by the OECD. In that meeting the following schedule was 
approved for the implementation of the questionnaire. The timetable takes into account both the initial time 
national compilers will have to devote to fill in the questionnaire and Eurostat/OECD needs. 

- Delegates can send comments on the questionnaire to OECD (Joscelyn.Magdeleine@oecd.org) and 
Eurostat (Luis.Biedma@cec.eu.int) until the end of April 
 
- Eurostat/OECD will send the final version to be filled in May 
 
- Countries will send the questionnaire filled in no later than October 
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