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INTRODUCTION  

The OECD Regional database ( http://dotstat/wbos/ ), is a unique source of statistical information at sub-

national territorial level for all the OECD Countries. It currently encompasses yearly time-series for around 

40 indicators of demography, economic accounts, labour market, social and innovation themes. 

In any analytical study conducted at sub-national levels, the choice of the territorial unit is of prime 

importance. Regions in OECD Member Countries have been classified according to two territorial levels 

(TL), to facilitate international comparability. The higher level (Territorial level 2) consists of macro-

regions, while the lower level (Territorial level 3) is composed of micro-regions in the 30 OECD member 

countries. 

These levels are officially established, relatively stable and are used in most countries as a framework for 

implementing regional policies. 

Due to limited data availability labour market indicators in Australia and Canada are collected for groups 

of TL3 regions. Since these groups are not part of the OECD official territorial grids, they are labeled as 

Non Official Grids (NOG) in the regional database. 

This document presents the maps of the territorial levels of Member countries currently in use in the 

OECD classification. 

 

For further information please contact 

monica.brezzi@oecd.org 

GOV.RegionStat@oecd.org 

http://dotstat/wbos/


OECD countries 
tŀȅǎ ŘŜ ƭΩh/59 

Surface  
/ Superficie (100 km 

2
) 

Population 
 (1000 inhab.) 2005 

Territorial Levels 2  
/ Niveau territorial 2 

Territorial Levels 3  
/ Niveau territorial 3 

   Name / Nom No. Name / Nom No. 
Australia /Australie 7703 20407 States/Territories 8 Statistical Divisions 60 

Austria /Autriche 83 8236 Bundesländer 9 Gruppen von Politischen Bezirken 35 

Belgium /Belgique 30 10479 Régions 3 Provinces 11 

Canada 9012 32299 Provinces and Territories 12 Census Divisions 288 

Czech Rep. / Rép. tchèque 77 10220 Oblasti 8 Kraje 14 

Denmark /Danemark 43 5404 Regions 3 Amter 15 

Finland / Finlande 304 5246 Suuralueet 5 Maakunnat 20 

France 544 60996 Régions 22 Départements 96 

Germany /Allemagne 357 82469 Länder 16 Spatial planning regions  97 

Greece / Grèce 131 11104 Groups of Development 
regions 

4 Development regions 13 

Hungary / Hongrie 93 10087 Planning Statistical Regions 7 Counties+Budapest 20 

Iceland / Islande 103 299 Regions 2 Landsvaedi 8 

Ireland /Irlande 68 4159 Groups Regional Authority 
Regions 

2 Regional Authority Regions 8 

Italy / Italie 295 58607 Regioni 21 Province 103 

Japan / Japon 368 127769 Groups of prefectures 10 Prefectures 47 

Korea / Corée 99 48138 Regions 7 Special city, Metropolitan area and Province 16 

Luxembourg 3 457 State 1 State 1 

Mexico / Mexique 1959 103947 Estados 32 Grupos de Municipios 209 

Netherlands / Pays-Bas 34 16320 Landsdelen 4 Provinces 12 

New Zealand / Nouvelle-
Zélande 

263 4098 Groups of regional Councils 2 Regional Councils 14 

Norway / Norvège 304 4623 Landsdeler 7 Fylker 19 

Poland / Pologne 313 38165 Voïvodships 16 Subregions 45 

Portugal 92 10549 Comissaoes de 
coordenaçao regional + 
2 Regioes autonomas 

7 Grupos de Concelhos 30 

Slovak Republic / 
République Slovaque 

49 5387 Zoskupenia Karajov 4 Kraj 8 

Spain / Espagne 506 43733 Comunidades autonomas 19 Provincias 52 

Sweden / Suède 410 9030 Riksomraden 8 Län 21 

Switzerland / Suisse 40 7459 Grandes régions 7 Cantons 26 

Turkey / Turquie 770 72065 Regions 26 Provinces 81 

United Kingdom / 
Royaume-Uni 

243 60228 Government Office Regions 
+ Countries 

12 Upper tier authorities or groups of lower tier authorities or groups of unitary authorities or LECs 
or groups of districts 

133 

United States / Etats-Unis 9162 296507 States 51 Economic Areas 179 

Table / Tableau 1. Territorial levels for statistics and indicators / Niveaux territoriaux pour les statistiques et indicateurs 
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   Surface / Superficie  (100 km 
2
) Population (1000 inhab.) 2005 

OECD countries 
tŀȅǎ ŘŜ ƭΩh/59 

Name /Nom TL2 Number of units / 
bƻƳōǊŜ ŘΩǳƴƛǘŞǎ 

Average / 
Moyenne 

Median / 
Médiane 

Minimum Maximum Average / 
Moyenne 

Median / 
Médiane 

Minimum Maximum 

Australia /Australie States/Territories 8 9629 8933 23 25324 2551 1785 207 6756 

Austria /Autriche Bundesländer 9 92 95 4 191 915 695 279 1639 

Belgium /Belgique Régions 3 101 134 2 168 3493 3405 1013 6061 

Canada Provinces and Territories 12 7510 5692 57 30666 2692 963 31 12559 

Czech Rep. / Rép. 
tchèque 

Oblasti 8 97 100 5 171 1278 
1202 

1126 1640 

Denmark /Danemark Regions 3 144 73 26 333 1801 1825 609 2970 

Finland / Finlande Suuralueet 5 608 583 16 1334 1049 666 27 2588 

France Régions 22 247 257 83 453 2773 2110 278 11445 

Germany /Allemagne Länder 16 223 201 4 705 5154 3111 663 18067 

Greece / Grèce Groups of Development regions 4 327 354 38 562 2776 3004 1108 3988 

Hungary / Hongrie Planning Statistical Regions 7 133 134 69 183 1441 1266 974 2848 

Iceland / Islande Regions 2 513 513 10 1017 150 150 112 187 

Ireland /Irlande Groups Regional Authority Regions 2 342 342 321 363 2080 2080 1112 3047 

Italy / Italie Regioni 21 141 134 32 254 2791 1653 123 9434 

Japan / Japon Groups of prefectures 10 368 321 22 780 12777 8656 1362 48368 

Korea / Corée Regions 7 142 166 18 205 6877 5113 542 23202 

Luxembourg State 1 26 26 26 26 457 457 457 457 

Mexico / Mexique Estados 32 612 582 15 2475 3248 2476 510 14013 

Netherlands / Pays-Bas Landsdelen 4 84 85 71 97 4080 3501 1701 7617 

New Zealand / Nouvelle-
Zélande 

Groups of regional Councils 2 1317 1317 1122 1511 2049 2049 982 3117 

Norway / Norvège Landsdeler 7 435 386 50 1067 660 661 372 1032 

Poland / Pologne Voïvodships 16 195 183 94 356 2385 2140 1009 5152 

Portugal Comissaoes de coordenaçao regional + 2 Regioes autonomas 7 132 50 8 316 1507 767 242 3733 

Slovak Republic / 
République Slovaque 

Zoskupenia Karajov 4 123 154 21 163 1347 1461 602 1863 

Spain / Espagne Comunidades autonomas 19 266 106 1 942 2302 1334 67 7790 

Sweden / Suède Riksomraden 8 513 360 65 1534 1129 1071 371 1881 

Switzerland / Suisse Grandes régions 7 57 43 17 113 1066 1062 322 1697 

Turkey / Turquie Regions 26 296 297 52 597 2772 2636 799 11332 

United Kingdom / 
Royaume-Uni 

Government Office Regions + Countries 12 203 155 16 779 5019 5100 1725 8183 

United States / Etats-Unis States 51 1796 1397 2 14813 5814 4173 509 36154 

           

Table / Tableau 2. Area and population of Territorial levels 2 / Superficie et population des niveaux territoriaux 2 



   Surface  / Superficie  (100 km 
2
) Population (1000 inhab.) 2005 

OECD countries 
tŀȅǎ ŘŜ ƭΩh/59 

Name /Nom TL3 Number of units / 
bƻƳōǊŜ ŘΩǳƴƛǘŞǎ 

Average / 
Moyenne 

Median / 
Médiane 

Minimum Maximum Average / 
Moyenne 

Median / 
Médiane 

Minimum Maximum 

           
Australia /Australie Statistical Divisions 60 1284 304 8 13491 340 132 1 4248 

Austria /Autriche Gruppen von Politischen Bezirken 35 24 22 4 46 235 191 21 1639 

Belgium /Belgique Provinces 11 28 29 2 44 953 1037 257 1683 

Canada Census Divisions 288 313 38 2 10236 112 39 1 2626 

Czech Rep. / Rép. 
tchèque 

Kraje 14 55 52 5 108 730 608 304 1255 

Denmark /Danemark Amter 15 29 31 1 62 360 304 44 656 

Finland / Finlande Maakunnat 20 153 97 16 929 262 186 27 1353 

France Départements 96 57 59 1 100 635 523 77 2580 

Germany /Allemagne Spatial planning regions  97 37 36 3 72 850 645 229 3392 

Greece / Grèce Development regions 13 101 93 23 189 854 597 202 3988 

Hungary / Hongrie Counties+Budapest 20 47 44 5 84 504 404 216 1698 

Iceland / Islande Landsvaedi 8 128 111 8 247 37 16 8 187 

Ireland /Irlande Regional Authority Regions 8 85 86 9 136 520 456 246 1168 

Italy / Italie Province 103 29 25 2 75 569 380 90 3854 

Japan / Japon Prefectures 47 78 58 15 780 2718 1753 607 12577 

Korea / Corée Special city, Metropolitan area and Province 16 62 46 5 190 3009 1885 542 10612 

Luxembourg State 1 26 26 26 26 457 457 457 457 

Mexico / Mexique Grupos de Municipios 209 94 78 1 533 493 248 9 8261 

Netherlands / Pays-Bas Provinces 12 28 27 14 50 1360 1123 368 3459 

New Zealand / Nouvelle-
Zélande 

Regional Councils 14 188 171 45 450 293 173 31 1337 

Norway / Norvège Fylker 19 160 146 4 458 243 221 73 534 

Poland / Pologne Subregions 45 69 75 3 149 848 752 284 2867 

Portugal Grupos de Concelhos 30 31 23 8 85 352 246 42 2008 

Slovak Republic / 
République Slovaque 

Kraj 8 61 65 21 95 673 676 554 798 

Spain / Espagne Provincias 52 97 93 1 218 828 566 67 5822 

Sweden / Suède Län 21 195 106 29 982 430 273 58 1881 

Switzerland / Suisse Cantons 26 15 8 1 71 287 211 15 1273 

Turkey / Turquie Provinces 81 95 75 8 389 890 542 79 11332 

United Kingdom / 
Royaume-Uni 

Upper tier authorities or groups of lower tier authorities or groups of 
unitary authorities or LECs or groups of districts 

133 18 9 1 143 360 317 19 1011 

United States / 
 Etats-Unis 

Economic Areas 179 512 297 66 14813 1656 762 80 22993 

Table / Tableau 3. Area and population of Territorial levels 3 / Superficie et population des niveaux territoriaux 3 




