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Global Challenges and Policy 

Responses
Global Challenges 

Policy Responses

ñClimate policy must be based on 
sound science. We know what the 

problem is. We know what we must 
do. Now is the time to do it. Now is 

our moment. 
We need a deal in Copenhagen that 
will enable deep cuts in emissions, 
that promotes green growth, that 

that will provide the resources and 
structures needed for adaptation. 

We will pay a high price if we do not 
act and if we do not invest now. The 

cost of inaction today will be far 
greater than the cost of action 
tomorrow, not just [for] future 

generations, but for this generation 
too.ò

(World Climate Conference, 
Geneva, 3rd September 2009)

Ban Ki-moon

"We have less than 10 
years to halt the global 
rise in greenhouse gas 
emissions if we are to 

avoid catastrophic 
consequences for people 

and the planet. It is, 
simply, the greatest 

collective challenge we 
face as a human family.ñ

(39th plenary assembly of 
the World Federation of 

United Nations 
Associations, 10th August 

2009) 
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First , what are the Big Global 

Challenges ?

Global Warming
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September 2009 will 

probably see the 3rd

least Arctic sea ice on 

record (after 2007)

Muir Glacier, Alaska, August 13, 1941, 

photo by W.O. Field

Muir Glacier, Alaska, August 31, 2004, 
photo by B.F. Molnia


