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 Official statistics facilitate debate

 European Union, OECD & WTO accession processes

 New Zealand’s “opening the books” legislation

 Policy targets e.g. inflation targets

 Reporting on progress

Official statistics and accountability



Challenges

 Who determines what is produced?

 Maintaining relevance and impartiality in light of

 changing context and

 need for social and scientific acceptability





Sustainable development report
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What are we leaving behind for our 

children?



 Do we just report on the past or do we shape the debate?

 How do we manage the tensions?

 policy and legislative framework

 measurement frameworks

 legitimising enduring priorities

 consultation and advisory mechanisms around user needs

 influential negotiators and communicators

Conclusions


