
Facilitating Trade in 
Climate-Change-Mitigation Technologies

HL Parliamentary Seminar/ Paris / 2 October 2008

Ronald P. Steenblik
OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate



OECD Trade & Agriculture Directorate 2

Facilitatingtrade in CCMTs

Á Biggest economic potential is in energy-supply, buildings 
and heavy industry

Á Many technologies already commercially available and 
traded ςe.g.,

ü Combined Heat and Power (CHP)

ü District Heating and Cooling (DHC)

ü Solar Heating and Cooling (SHC)

ü Technologies for converting renewable energy (solar, wind, 
geothermal energy) to electricity

ü Energy-efficient electric motors



OECD Trade & Agriculture Directorate 3

Combined Heat and Power

Conventional CHP

Micro-CHP
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District Heating and Cooling

District Heating

District Cooling
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Solar Heating and Cooling

Solar collector

Heat-exchange unit
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Solar Photovoltaic (PV) systems

Large-scale, 

roof-top PV

Small-scale PV
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Components of a photovoltaic (PV) solar home system
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1 KW

2.5 m
Rating:5 000 KW

Rotor diameter:126 m

Nacel hight:100 m

Wind turbines
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Components of a 
home wind-power 

system
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Energy-efficient motor systems
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Barriersto trade in CCMTs

ω Tariffs are important, but mainly in a few 
countries, with a few peaks (e.g., solar heaters)
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Barriersto trade in CCMTs

Á Some important barriers are technology-specific

ü Lack of international standards

ü Divergences from international standards

ü Burdensome conformity-assessment procedures

ü Subsidies to competing producers

Á Others are non-specific barriers

ü Weak IPR enforcement

ü Cumbersome customs-clearance procedures

ü Barriers related to after-sales services
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Overcomingbarriersto trade in CCMTs

Á Importing countries

ü reduce or eliminate tariffs

ü reduce barriers to trade in related services

ü align technical regulations with international standards

ü tighten up IPR enforcement (where weak)

ü work on to facilitate trade, customs-clearance generally 

Á International community

ü co-operate on harmonizing technical standards

ü increase  mutual recognition of testing results


