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Extending the benefits of modest but nevertheless continuous growth to the majority of citizens is a major
challenge for economic policy in Latin American countries. Indeed, this challenge is critical not only for
economic well-being, but also for strengthening democracy in the region.

Drawing on its technical expertise and members’ best practices, the OECD is increasingly looking at the
opportunities for development in Latin America. The first Latin American Economic Outlook, published by the
OECD Development Centre, analyses the test the region faces in four key areas: fiscal policy, pension funds,
investments in telecommunications and growing trade with Asia.

This session, chaired by OECD Development Centre Director, Javier Santiso, will comment on the
challenges Latin American policymakers confront in carrying out necessary reforms. Discussants will not only
discuss the four topics covered by the report, but they will also share their experience in terms of implementing
reform and moving from theory into practice. The session will pay special attention to fiscal policy, the topic of
the forthcoming Latin American Economic Outlook 2009.
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