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Overview

ÅInternational trade growth trend

ÅMain intra-regional flows

ÅFactors influencing the trends

ÅInfrastructure

ÅPolicy options

ÅImplications for decision-making



Recent trends in international trade 

World merchandise trade volume by 

major product group, 1950-2006

Source: WTO World Trade Organization (2007), International Trade Statistics2007
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Exports Trading bloc Imports

37.5 European Union (EU) 38.3

13.9 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 20.5

6.4 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 5.5

3.9 Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 1.7

2.3 European Free Trade Association (EFTA) 1.7

1.6 Southern Common Market (Mercosur) 1.1

1.3 South Asian Preferential Trade Arrangement (SAPTA) 1.9

1.0 Southern African Development Community (SADC) 1.0

1.0 Common Market for Eastern & Southern Africa (COMESA) 1.0

Involvement of major trading blocs

in world merchandise trade

as % of total world merchandise trade value, 2006



Road and rail modes are mainly 

dealing with intra-regional flows, 

given that two of the three main inter-

regional flows (Asia - North America 

and Europe - North America) are not 

possible by land-based routes, so 

maritime transport dominates.



EU-27 and Norway national and 

international road transport 
2006, 17.3 billion tonnes and 1888 billion tkm

16,35

0,98

billion tonnes 2006
national 
billion tonnes 2006
international

1271

617
billion tkm 2006
national 
billion tkm 2006
international

Source: Pasi 2008: Road freight transport by type of goods - 2006. Eurostat Statistics in focus 66/2008



Road and rail: Major goods carried 

on the main country-to-country flows, 
2006, % by tonnes

Source: Pasi 2008: Road freight transport by type of goods - 2006. Eurostat Statistics in focus 66/2008



USA trade with Canada and Mexico 

by road and rail, 2006

Exports from USA Imports to USA

Mode share (%) Mio Tonnes Mio 

Tonnes
Mode share (%)

Canada

42 59 Road 62 21

21 30 Rail 76 26

Mexico

38 31 Road 28 20

26 21 Rail 11 8

Source: North American Transportation Statistics database (2008): North American Merchandise Trade

Table 6 - 2c; U.S. Merchandise Trade With Canada and Mexico by Mode of Transportation



US imports from Canada, in tonnes

what is the main driver for modal share?

Source: North American Transportation Statistics database (2008): North American Merchandise Trade

Table 6 - 2c; U.S. Merchandise Trade With Canada and Mexico by Mode of Transportation

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Pipeline

Rail

Water

Road

Millions of metric tons



Factors influencing recent trends in 

international road freight transport

Å Infrastructure

ï International E road network & 

ï The Trans-European Transport Networks ñTEN-Tò

ï Asian highway network project

Å Policy/regulation

ï Agreements between countries in international road freight 

transport

ï Liberalisation of international road freight transport

Å Operations

ïCrime against road freight 

Å Technology

ï Vehicle technology

ï Information and Communications Technology (ICT)



International 

E-Road

Network

Source: UNECE (2007), International E Road Network http://www.unece.org/trans/conventn/MapAGR2007.pdf

Convention includes

road regulation



TEN-T EU projects

source: EU (2008): Trans-European transport network


