
  

2009 Ministerial Conference 
MENA-OECD Initiative on Governance and Investment for Development 

The 2009 Ministerial Conference of the MENA-OECD Initiative takes place at the highest political level to convey a 

clear message: MENA and OECD countries, in partnership with their business communities and citizens, 

are working together to put the region’s economy back on a strong growth and employment track to the 

benefit of citizens. 

 

 

23 November 2009, Marrakech, Morocco 

 

To register, email: mena.ministerial@oecd.org 
For further information, visit: www.oecd.org/mena/ministerial2009 

Beyond the crisis: placing business and citizens at the centre of policy responses 

Responses 

 

 

 

 

 

Key topics include:  

 Working together to build MENA and OECD responses to 
the crisis 

 Regional public governance and business climate reform 

 Regional economic integration  

 Strengthening the dialogue between governments, 
business and society. 

Join us on 22 November 2009 for the  

MENA-OECD Initiative Business Forum and Governance Forum 

 

Other speakers and participants: 
Ministers from MENA and OECD Countries, 
Government Officials, Business Representatives, 
Civil Society  

Miguel Angel Moratinos 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Spain 

Angel Gurría 
Secretary General 
Organisation for Economic  
Co-operation and Development 

Speakers include:  

Mahmoud Mohieldin  
Minister of Investment 
Arab Republic of Egypt 

Abbas El Fassi 
Prime Minister  
Kingdom of Morocco 

Ahmed Darwish 
Minister of State for Administrative 
Development 
Arab Republic of Egypt 
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In recent years, policy makers in the MENA region have redoubled efforts to accelerate employment 

creation. However, current demographic trends – where an increasingly young population is now seeking to 

enter a labour market already suffering from persistent high unemployment levels – mean that millions of 

jobs will need to be created to meet demand. The importance of employment creation reaches far beyond 

labor markets, as large-scale unemployment threatens the region’s social contract. The lack of employment 

is aggravated in several countries by the weak performance of key public services, such as education or 

health, which impedes the development of human capital and reduces the opportunity for citizens to play 

an active role in the economy. To achieve such employment creation and to promote public and private 

investment in essential services, continual growth rates of 6-7% are widely considered necessary. While 

many MENA economies have grown at such rates until the advent of the crisis, sustaining them will require 

fundamental improvements to business environments. Such reforms are prerequisites for sustained private 

sector activity, thereby supporting the goal of growth and employment creation. Good governance 

frameworks are essential in this regard in order to create an enabling environment for economic growth 

and social development. The capacity of governments to facilitate growth and distribute its dividends, while 

promoting social inclusion, are without a doubt at the forefront of regional needs. 

The MENA-OECD Ministerial Conference, to be held in Marrakech on 23 November 2009, will be a unique 

opportunity for dialogue among MENA and OECD Ministers dealing with investment and public governance 

policies, and will closely involve representatives from business and civil society. Together, these 

participants will develop action-oriented strategies to face the future with a strong reform agenda in place. 

The MENA-OECD Ministerial Conference of the MENA-OECD Initiative is graciously hosted this year by the 

Government of the Kingdom of Morocco. A Declaration will be issued at the end of the meeting with inputs 

received from the regional working groups of the OECD-MENA Initiative and the specialized networks set 

up during the last years. A Business Forum and a Governance Forum will be held the previous day, on 22 

November 2009, to open key issues for wider discussion among stakeholders.  
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MENA Ministerial Brief 

Even before the onset of the global economic and financial crisis, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 

region faced important socio-economic challenges. Among them, absorbing a rapidly growing population 

into its labour markets (an estimated 100 million jobs will need to be created by 2020 to accommodate 

these new entrants) has been at the core of governmeƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ Although the crisis has had 

comparatively less of an effect on the region, its repercussions are now posing a growing threat to MENA 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ growth, both to generate sufficient 

employment opportunities and to meet the demands of a population in search of a higher standard of 

living. Regional responses to favour economic growth and higher standards of living are needed. To this 

end, a favorable business climate and efficient governments delivering sound public services are essential 

ingredients ςŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ Ŝƴǘŀƛƭ ŀŘŀǇǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ MENA and OECD Ministers, 

along with representatives from business and civil society, will come together at the MENA-OECD 

Ministerial Conference in Marrakech on 23 November 2009 to seek concrete solutions to these challenges. 

They will build on five years of partnership and dialogue between MENA and OECD governments within the 

framework of the MENA-OECD Initiative. In this moment of global economic concern, the Initiative meets at 

the highest political level to convey a clear message: MENA and OECD economies will work together to 

deliver solutions to their citizens and to the business community. 

For more information, see the Ministerial website at: www.oecd.org/mena/ministerial2009    
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