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ñRural development policy is not just about how 

farmers manage the countryside.  It is not about 

creating a sort of open-air museumò.  

ñIt is about real rural futures for real rural 

peopleò.

(Former Commissioner for Agri/RD  Franz Fischler - Salzburg 

Conference - November 2003)



What does Rural Development mean in Real 

terms?

ÅMaintaining life (Sustainable Living) 

in Rural Areas /Communities.

ÅRequires an Economic Factor -

previously it has been mostly 

regarded as solely an óAgriculture-

relatedô activity (now a different 

viewpoint)

ÅMeans of Living to a satisfactory 

standard ïSustainable Rural 

Livelihood Extensive v Intensive 

Agriculture



What does RD mean for Romania?

ÅMaintaining life in Rural Areas 

(economical growth, new jobs, 

attractiveness of the rural space as a 

place to live in, to work, reservoir of 

natural resources and highly valued 

landscapes) 

ÅDevelopment of a range of

Economic Factors 

ÅRecognizing the current critical 

importance of Agriculture



GENERAL DATA ïROMANIA, data 2005

Area: 238 thousand km2 

Population: more than 21 million 

inhabitants

Rural areas in Romania cover: 

87.1% of the territory

Rural population: 9.7 million 

inhabitants

Population density in rural area: 

45.1 inhabitants/km square 

GDP per inhabitant: GDP/capita in 

2005 was about 34% of the EU-25 

average

Registered unemployment: 7.2%

GVA weight from agriculture in GDP:

13.6%



GENERAL DATA ïROMANIA, data 2005

The national territory is split into 8 

macro-economic regions (NUTS 

2). 

The eight macro-economic 

development regions are not 

territorial administrative structure, 

but rather informal organizational 

structures made up of an average 

of 4 to 6 counties (NUTS 3) each. 

Almost all the regions contain the 

main forms of relief: plain, hill, 

mountain.


