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The Sahel and West Africa Club’s monthly newsletter aims to provide regular information
on ongoing SWAC activities, publications, upcoming events and other SWAC news.

e MIGRATION: TOWARDS A JOINT WEST AFRICAN APPROACH

e MEETING OF THE FOOD CRISIS PREVENTION NETWORK (FCPN)
e LAUNCHING OF THE FCPN WEBSITE

e PARTICIPATION IN ECOWAS ACTIVITIES

e CROSS-BORDER RADIOS FOR REGIONAL INTEGRATION

e PUBLICATIONS

e UPCOMING EVENTS

MIGRATION: TOWARDS A JOINT WEST AFRICAN APPROACH

West African countries are aware |NemAfcomgaton 4 P OFRANCE | [ r o
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of the need to combat illegal
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migration. However, they would

like that these issues be addressed

within the framework of a global
strategy promoting the mobility of
people within their region; and to
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better control migration flows
towards the rest of the world.

With SWAC support, an experts
group met in Dakar (Senegal) from
10 to 12 April 2007 to draft a joint
proposal based on the major West
African migration issues. It will be
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discussed at the ECOWAS member s ©SWAC:06C0 2006

States meeting in Accra (Ghana) in mid-May 2007 and then submitted to the ECOWAS Ministerial
Meeting on Migration, to be held at the end of May 2007 in Bamako (Mali) or Abuja (Nigeria).
The experts group is composed of representatives from the ECOWAS Commission (Directorate of
Free Movement of People), national representatives from Cape Verde, Niger, Mali and Senegal as
well as international experts from the IOM and the SWAC, represented by Mr. Laurent Bossard,
SWAC Deputy Director. > read the mission report (French).

Contact: laurent.bossard@oecd.org



http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/20/57/38482241.pdf
mailto:laurent.bossard@oecd.org

MEETING OF THE FOOD CRISIS PREVENTION NETWORK (FCPN)

The second restricted meeting of the Food Crisis Prevention Network, jointly organised by the
Permanent Inter-state Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) and the Sahel and
West Africa Club (SWAC), took place from 5 to 6 April 2007 in Paris at OECD Headquarters. About
30 network members, including government officials and policy-makers from West African
countries and OECD donor countries as well as agricultural experts exchanged views on the food
situation in the West African region. The results presented and discussed at the meeting
confirmed an overall satisfactory food situation for the 2006-07 Agricultural Campaign.
Consequently, there is no current need for an alert to be issued. However, it is important to take
appropriate measures in order to improve the food situation of the most vulnerable populations.
Recommendations of the joint CILSS, FAO, FEWS NET, WFP, OCHA mission as well as the action
plans proposed at the meeting on the food situation follow-up, held in Senegal in March 2007,
could serve as a reference in this regard. The integration of nutritional aspects in the assessment
of the food situation and the impact of trade policies and food co-operation on food security
were also discussed at the FCPN meeting. > learn more

Contact: jeansibiri.zoundi@oecd.org

LAUNCHING OF THE FCPN WEBSITE

The new Food Crisis Prevention Network website www.food-security.net was T
presented and officially launched within the context of the meeting. As a new ‘ ,FCPN’ ‘ f.‘

information tool, it aims to enable all categories of actors (political decision-
makers, technical and financial partners, civil society organisations, the media,
etc.), to have access to reliable information on the food situation in the region
and to make decisions for action accordingly.

Contact: soura.diop@oecd.org


http://www.oecd.org/document/23/0,3343,en_38233741_38247070_38505943_1_1_1_1,00.html
mailto:jeansibiri.zoundi@oecd.org
http://www.food-security.net/
mailto:soura.diop@oecd.org

PARTICIPATION IN ECOWAS ACTIVITIES

ECOWAS Seminar on an Early Warning System for Crisis Prevention

Within the framework of its governance and conflict prevention initiatives, Mr. Massaér Diallo, Head
of the Governance, Conflict Prevention Peace and Security Unit, was invited by ECOWAS to
participate in a strategic thinking seminar on the creation and implementation of an early warning
systemforcrisispreventi on in the region from 2 to 6

Preparatory Meeting of the ECOWAS 2007-2010 Strategic Action Plan

The Sahel and West Africa Club was invited by ECOWAS, its regional partner, to participate in strategic
thinking onthe 2007-2 01 0 Strategic Action Pl an which
five years. This strategic thinking is within the framework of the ECOWAS-S WA C' s
partnership. The preparatory meeting took place in Cotonou (Benin) from 21 to 25 April 2007. The
SWAC was represented by Mr. Diallo.

Contact: massaer.diallo@oecd.org

CROSS-BORDER RADIOS FOR REGIONAL INTEGRATION

The work carried out by the SWAC and its WABI network partners over the past three years
illustrates, through its concrete field-level experiences, the great potential of cross-border radio
station networks to strengthen Wewnba’ Ahet ai
launched with the support of the MDP in the Sikasso-Korhogo-Bobo-Dialouasso zone. In February
2007, a second workshop on cross-border community radio stations in Guinea-Bissau and Senegal
was held with the support of the SWAC and its partners, Enda-Diapol and the GTZ-Procas.

> download the map on the radio stations network

Contact: marie.tremolieres@oecd.org

PUBLICATIONS
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The Summary Recordofthe SWAC’ s St rat egy an beld&@danhd@6lan@ny 0
2007 in Berlin, outlines key results of the two-day meeting: The first day was devoted to the
presentation of the SWAC's 2006 Progress Report as well as to thematic presentations by the SWAC's
Heads of Unit on the following topics:

e  What Future for the Youth in West Africa? (French)
e The Challenges of Food Security in the Sahel and West Africa
e Migration in West Africa: Perceptions and Realities | PPT presentation (French)

e Human Security in West Africa: Governance and Development Stakes (French)

The second day was devoted to financial and administrative issues. > download the summary record



mailto:massaer.diallo@oecd.org
http://www.afriquefrontieres.org/
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/54/22/38526356.pdf
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http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/37/5/38397401.pdf
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http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/19/31/38415548.pdf
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http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/31/22/38415736.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/36/24/38399178.pdf

Food Sovereignty in West Africa: From Principles to Reality, working document

This document was prepared by the Sahel and West Africa Club for the First Regional Forum on
Food Sovereignty organised by ROPPA (Niamey, 7 — 10 November 2006). Sahelian countries and
principal donors drew up and adopted a Food Aid Charter in 1990, setting out principles directly
in line with food sovereignty concerns. Food aid was an important cereal supply method for the
region, and within this context, this Charter aimed to reduce the negative impacts food aid might
have on the construction of structural food security based primarily on local production and
regional markets. It also intended to integrate aid with rural development policies and food
security programmes. This contribution proposes a cross-analysis of trade, agriculture and
cooperation policies in the area of food security.

> download the working document

Food Security Information Note, N28, April 2007

This edition of the Food Security Information Note confirms the positive trend and overall
satisfactory food situation of the 2006-2007 Agricultural Campaign. The Food Security
Information Note provides a short overview of recent developments of the general agriculture
and food situation in the Sahel and West Africa. It also presents key issues and proposes
information sources and selected background documents.

> download the information note N28

UPCOMING EVENTS

Launching of the new SWAC website : www.westafricaclub.org

The SWAC has prepared a new website including a presentationof We st Afri ca,
areas of work, its publications, activities in 2007, upcoming & past events, various information
sources as well as a special section dedicated to the presentation of its networking partners in
Africa and within OECD member countries. The new SWAC website will be launched with the new
OECD web design during the week following the OECD Annual Ministerial Meeting which will be
held on 15 and 16 May 2007.

Contact: julia.wanjiru@oecd.org

All publications can be downloaded from the SWAC website: www.westafricaclub.org

If you wish to receive a paper copy or the electronic version of this newsletter,
please contact julia.wanjiru@oecd.org

Sahel and West Africa Club/OECD
Mailing Address: 2 rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, France Tel: +33 (0) 1 4524 8200
Visiting Address: Le Seine Saint-Germain, 4 bd des Iles, 92130 Issy-les-Moulineaux - France

Phone: +33 (0)1 4524 90 13 Fax: +33 (0)1 45 24 90 31
Email: normand.lauzon@oecd.org / www.westafricaclub.org OECD
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