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The Sahel and West Africa Club’s monthly newsletter aims to provide regular information
on ongoing SWAC activities, publications, upcoming events and other SWAC news.

e CILSS MEETINGS ON FOOD SECURITY ISSUES

e CAPE VERDE’S GRADUATION FROM THE LDC CATEGORY
e 7™ WORLD FORUM ON REINVENTING GOVERNMENT

e PUBLICATIONS

e UPCOMING EVENTS

CILSS MEETINGS ON FOOD SECURITY ISSUES

The S WRufGI'" _3ransformation &
Sustainable Development Unit, represented
by Mr. Jean Sibiri Zoundi, Head of Unit, and
Mr. Léonidas Hitimana, Agro-economist

(see photo), participated in a series of
meetings on food security organised by the
CILSS from 11 to 19 June 2007 in
Bamako (Mali). These meetings enabled the
Club t o measur e t
expectations vis-a-vis the SWAC as well as

the implementation of joint priority
initiatives set out in various co-operation
frameworks that the Club has signed with

its partners.

The SWAC moderated the meeting concerning the establishment of the Regional Council on Food
Security in West Africa (CORESA). This Council should provide the region with a concerted action
framework fostering synergy and complementarities among actors for sustainable food security in
the Sahel and West Africa. At this meeting, which aimed to involve various actors in the initiative
and to carry out a participati ve exami nati on of the region
out the procedures to establish CORESA by December 2007 was adopted (summary report —
French.

The working sessions of the Steering Committee of the evaluation of the Food Aid Charter set out
the review procedures and lay the groundwork for phase 2 of the project. During phase 2,

participative debates will be held with all of the involved actors with a view to reaching consensus
on the content of a "New' Food Aid Charter. The SWAC and the CILSS are currently preparing a file
for this negotiation process.

Contacts: jeansibiri.zoundi@oecd.org and leonidas.hitimana@oecd.org
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CAPE VERDE’S GRADUATION FROM THE LDC CATEGORY

On 12 June 2007, Mr. R a y muediuwh- akdd dngeTerm Devble@ndnt
Perspectives Unit, participated in the 3™ Transition Support Group held in Praia (Cape Verde). The
meeting’'s objective was to present and
strategy with a view to leading Cape Verde out of the category of Least Developed Countries (LDC)
which is expected at the beginning of 2008 as well asto adopta Dec |l ar ati on
effective and sustainable exit from the LDC Group. In his presentation, Mr. Weber stressed the

importance of human, social and cultural capital for development in Cape Verde as well as the
need to establish clear priorities in th

the development issues of this small insular island country are very different from those of most of
the other ECOWAS member countries, the SWAC has always paid particular attention to Cape
Verde. Sever al of the Club’'s regional me
Working Group on the DDR, Post-conflict and Development in West Africa), strengthening the

regional bonds and linking up the island to West African regional co-operation. The SWAC intends
to continue to support Cape Verde and will increasingly explore how to better assist it on its path
to graduation.

Contact: raymond.weber@oecd.org

7th GLOBAL FORUM ON REINVENTING GOVERNMENT

The United Nations 7" Global Forum on Reinventing Government was held in Vienna (Austria) from
26to 29 June 2007.Mr.Ma s s aér Di al | o, Gotrtmana, Canflict Dynlangics, Se ¥
and Security Unit made a presentation in the capacity development workshop (VII) regarding
“Governance Challenges in Crisis or Bastflict Countri€'s His presen t a t The Rale of'Donc
and Development Partners in Strategies for Security Sector Reforms (SSR)-Qonfic

Situation$ , focused on the Wefghe 15AC0OWASOn@niber ctatep &rd
categorised as “fr aDAC/OEED critetrica Case studiesaof \WestrAtti¢an
countries highlight the importance of the state in these contexts and the major challenge of
structural, socialand politi cal vul nerabil i ty. Th e Buildng Tnesti

D2 @S NY ¥ &nfidildriErelevant to countries in exit from crisis. What role does security play in
stabilisation, peace-building and development? How do donors contribute to developing and
implementing security sector reform in support of development in post-conflict countries? Mr.
Diallo’”s intervention sought to respond
as well as, at the regional level, those of the SWAC. The presentation highlighted the importance of
ownership by institutional, political and society actors at the national and local levels as well as at
the regional level with ECOWAS.

>> Website of the 7th Global Forum on Reinventing Government

Contact: massaer.diallo@oecd.org
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PUBLICATIONS

Atlas of Regional Integration in West Africa: Rural Areas and Agricultural Changes

3= e Rural development policies cannot look to the past to prepare for the
_mfuture, for over the | ast 45
witnessed deep-seated changes. The growing population and

urbanization have turned West Africa into a regional market. Rural

Row s Anran o
Acsmarrt s Cnanes

and urban areas, local and national levels are closely interlinked and
interdependent; they have jointly entered the competitive era. This
chapter of the Atlas on Regional Integration in West Africa, a joint
ECOWAS/SWAC activity, focuses on the rural environment and
agricultural changes in West Africa. The work has benefitted from

Development Department.

D % (V)

> download the Atlas Chapter (4,9 Mb) >> light eversion upcoming

Border Diaries — Cross-border Networks

This edition of the Cross-Border Diaries is a composite, travelling all
along the already-e x pl or ed borders.. |t
accomplished in the ECOWAS pilot operations in the zones of Niger-
CROSS-BORDER DIARIES Nigeria, Mali-Burkina Faso, and focuses more on Senegambie

i.":

T

Meridionale. It also reports on other areas: Dosso and Gaya
embroiled in a passionate debate on the future of a dry port; a
meeting in Tillabéri with the aim of curbing the violence linked to

border transhumance. Out of the field, the Diaries closely follow the
developmentoft he new African Uni on’
inspired by West African exp
region.

>> light eversion upcoming

Karakoro Basin Pilot Operation : Summary Record of the Meeting in Kayes (Mali)

The second meeting, organised in Kayes (Mali) in February 2007 within the framework of the
Karakoro Basin pilot operation, validated the 2007-2010 cross-border action plan. The summary
record reviews topemtiorBsaussiaml pbosentibl.dt bl provides am overview of
the zone based on outcomes of three studies, presented at the workshop: (i) Infrastructure; (ii)
Dynamics of the Local Economy; and (iii) Natural Resources Management. This pilot operation is

conducted within the framework of the ECOWAS Cross-Border Initiatives Programme. It is co-

inputs of the Rural Development Division of the FAO’ s  Su:

tn

ordinated by the GRDR, WABI ' s net wo-Didpol. phar

initiative was officially launched in Nouakchott (Mauritania) in September 2006. The next meeting is
scheduled for September 2007, to be held in Bamako (Mali).

> download the summary record of the Kayes meeting
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Policy Coherence for Development in Fisheries in West Africa

Using existing case study material on fisheries in seven West African countries from ENDA Diapol
(Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mauritania, Senegal) and the UK Department For
International Development (Sierra Leone), the SWAC and the OECD’ s Fi s hleavei
jointly developed an analysis of policy coherence across a number of broad policy areas. The work

is an initial overview of policy coherence in fisheries in West Africa and serves as a practical tool
for dialogue among policy makers in a region characterized by a dynamic fisheries sector of
particular importance. The intent is to present the results of the analysis and the methodology
developed at a regional meeting of policy makers, private sector and civil society actors and
disseminate a synthesis of the main results to OECD member countries working in this region. In
particular, the analysis covers fisheries and aquaculture management, trade and environmental
policies and provides a cross-sectoral analysis on the interplay between these policy areas within
the regional West African context.

Contacts: sara.minard@oecd.org (SWAC) and carl-christian.schmidt@oecd.org (OECD/TAD)

>>upcoming (French)

Food Security Information Note, N°. 10

G2Afft GKSNB 06S Ly SEOSLIIAZYL TR mdlingd ddlEILSS
Mechanism for Prevention of Food Crises in West Africa (PREGEC) confirmed the favourable food
trends in West Africa observed since the beginning of 2007. In addition to the monthly analysis of
the food situation in West Africa, this issue presents initiatives such as CORESA, AGRIS, etc. which
aim to develop better synergistic actions with regard to food security in the Sahel and West Africa.
The Note also raises key issues and provides a selection of information and document reference
sources.

> download the Information Note (N°. 10)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Workshop on Regional Instruments for Governance & Conflict Prevention, Saly-Dakar (Senegal)

The SWAC is organising, in collaboration with the West African Women's Group, a workshop on

Regional Instruments and Endogenous Governance and Conflict Prevention Mechanisms in West
Africa that will be held in Dakar-Saly (Senegal). This workshop, initially scheduled for July 2007, has
been postponed to Mid-October 2007 — date to be confirmedit is a new step in capitalising on
regional internal capacities, appropriating regional instruments aimed at improving governance and
democracy as well as operationalising warning and prevention systems in West Africa. > learn more

Contact : massaer.diallo@oecd.org

All publications can be downloaded from the SWAC website: www.westafricaclub.org
If you wish to receive a paper copy or the electronic version of this newsletter, please contact
julia.wanjiru@oecd.org

Sahel and West Africa Club/OECD
Mailing Address: 2 rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, France Tel: +33 (0) 1 4524 8200
Visiting Address: Le Seine Saint-Germain, 4 bd des Iles, 92130 Issy-les-Moulineaux - France
Phone: +33 (0)1 4524 90 13 Fax: +33 (0)1 45 24 90 31
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