




BACKGROUND 

In common with most other OECD Member countries, almost all marine resources in every 
fishing ground in Italy suffer from overfishing to some extent. 

Fishing activity is carried out through the entire 8 OOO km of Italian coast. The major 
fishing grounds are found in nearshore and coastal regions and vessels very rarely move from their 
home port. Italian fisheries are typical of those in the Mediterranean in that they show strong 
artisanal features. In general the fisheries are multispecies and multigear, with the major exception 
being the clam fishery. Most vessels are small, varying in size from 4/5 grt to 200 grt according to 
area fished and the type of gear used. 

In total, there are a b u t  18 O00 vessels with a gross tonnage of 260 OOO grt. There are 
around 45 O00 active registered fishermen and approximately 800 landing sites. 

The vessel owner is always the captain of the vessel, and usually the crew is formed by 
sons or other relatives. The income of the owner/skipper is mainly derived from fishing operations. 
Returns to capital invested provide only a small proportion of the owner/skipper's income, but since 
family members comprise the crew, the returns to labour provide a satisfactory family income. 

Forty-four marine species are registered by the official Statistical Institute, but more than 
140 species are actually by fishermen for human c ption. Most species only 
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1 per cent and 3 per cent or less. 

There are seven types of fishing gears and systems used whose landings are officially 
registered. These include trawler, pair trawler, purse seiner, gill net, long liner, dredger, multiple 
gears. In addition, all the other gear types belonging to the small scale sector, are included in an 
"other systems" category. 

Management considerations 

This backgro~d shows the difficulties encountered in managing the human, financial and 
biological resources in Italy. When adopting a management policy, heavy conflicts always arise 
when considering the state of resources, the vessel's economic performance, the social impact on 
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The experience gained in the last decade of operation of the licensing scheme gives rise to 
some additional consideration about the efficiency of the adopted system: 

-- the full operational regime of such a scheme could be reached much later then foreseen; 

-- reductions in fishing capacity, even if it can be reached more easily through the 
licensing scheme, will bring social shocks in any case; 

-- therefore, it is always necessary to adopt other contextual measures directed to smooth 
social pressure; 

-- in the long run, if limitations on more pr~uctive gears will be main~ned, a rent on 
group of remaining vessels will be generated and it will be necessary to adopt some 

additional measure in order to avoid it. 

Given that these considerations are true, it is also true that a management scheme cannot 
make use of these tools alone. It is needed to integrate the policy with other measures based on 
financial, economic, social aspects, like the dowel of a Unique puzzle where each piece has its own 
part in the construction of the figure. 

The d la^  she^ 

Although the licensing scheme has pl central role in the m~agement of 
en implemented in the case of the an fisheries, a licence/quota system has ry 

which is subject to quite different conditions. 

Local Autho~ty. 

s scheme was intro uced before 1982 when the resource was not over-exploited. The 
policy adop~d in this case introduced from the beginning some ~ ~ i t a t i o ~ s  on both inputs and 
outputs. Restrictions included: 

-- limitations on fishing time; 
-- limitations on the size of the vessels; 
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restrictions were again introduced. 
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