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Ms. Sheldon is Director of the Office of Population and International Migration in the 
State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM/PIM).  The 
office articulates and implements the foreign policy of the United States as it relates to 
migration (including asylum, refugee protection, migrant smuggling, and trafficking in 
persons).  Ms. Sheldon and her team also manage programs that help build the capacity 
of foreign governments to manage migration and that provide assistance to vulnerable 
migrants. 
 
Ms. Sheldon has worked with the Department of State since 1999.  Prior to joining PRM, 
she led the Washington team that developed rule of law assistance programs for Iraq, 
and served in the U.S. Embassies in Bogotá, Colombia, and Islamabad, Pakistan, where 
she worked on law enforcement and border security policy and programs.   
 
Prior to joining the Department of State, Ms. Sheldon practiced law in Massachusetts for 
ten years, working with the District Attorney’s Office in Northampton, Massachusetts, 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Boston, and the law firm of Peabody & Arnold in Boston.  
She then lived and worked in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where she lectured on trial 
practice at the University of Buenos Aires, and Belfast, Northern Ireland, where she 
worked with a leading human rights non-governmental organization.  Ms. Sheldon is a 
graduate of Smith College, Boston College Law School, and Harvard University’s John 
F. Kennedy School of Government.  She lives in Washington, DC. 


