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The eID Project

> Provides Belgian Citizens with an electronic identity 
card.

> Gives Belgian Citizens a device to claim their identity in 
the new digital age.
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eID Partners



eID Functionalities
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Authentication

Identification

Electronic signature

Visual Identification



Overview eID Functionality
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eID Information
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Visual 

identification

of the card 

holder

> From a visu al point of view the same informati on
is visible as on a regular identit y card :

Å the name

Å the first tw o Christian names

Å the first letter of the third Christian name

Å th e nationalit y

Å th e birth place and d at e

Å the sex

Å the place of delivery of the card

Å the begin and end dat a of the validity of the 
card

Å the denomination and number of the card

Å the ph oto of the holder

Å the signature of the holder

Å the identificati on num ber of the National
Register
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Non-electronic Functionality

Identity Information

Face Recognition

> Non-electronic functionality is equivalent 
to regular identity card functionality.

> Non-electronic functionality is equivalent 
to electronic functionality.

Tamper resistant
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Security Aspects

> Outside

ÅRainbow and guilloche printing

ÅChangeable Laser Image (CLI)

ÅOptical Variable Ink (OVI)

ÅAlphagram

ÅRelief and UV print

ÅLaser engraving

12345678
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Chip specifications

CPU

ROM

(Operating System)

Crypto

(DES,RSA)

RAM

(Memory)

EEPROM

(File System=

applications + data)

I/O

ñGEOSò

JVM

ñBelpicò

Applet

ID data, 

Keys, Certs.

> Chip characteristics: Cryptoflex JavaCard 32K

Å CPU (processor): 16 bit Micro-controller

Å Crypto-processor: 
Å 1100 bit Crypto-Engine (RSA computation)

Å 112 bit Crypto-Accelerator (DES computation)

Å ROM (OS): 136 kB (GEOS JRE)

Å EEPROM (Applic + Data): 32 KB (Belpic Applet)

Å RAM (memory): 5 KB
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Identification
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> From an electronic point of view the
chip contains the same informati on as 
printed on the card , filled up with :
Å th e identit y and signature keys

Å th e identit y and signature certificate s

Å th e accredited certificati on service furnisher

Å informati on necessary for authenticati on of the 
card and integrity protection of the data

Å th e main residence of the holder

> No encrypti on certificate s

> No biometric data

> No electronic purse

> No storage of other data

Electronic
identificati on
of the ho lder



eID Identification Advantages
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Time consuming

inefficient

error-prone 

fast

efficient

accurate


