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What have these things in common?



Bad Times

Good Ideas



Bad Government

Good Government



Bad Government

wrong targets

favoring national champions

closing markets



GoodGovernment

openpolicies

open entrepreneurship

open competition

open minds

open for investment



OpenEntrepreneurship
easy start-up

Days needed to set up a business
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OpenCompetition

KAFKA.BE
no joint offers

restricted sales

no sunday shopping



OpenMinds

in 2 to 3 weeks

Belgium Netherlands UK France Germany Italy

work permit 

application 

processing time

2 to 3 weeks 2 to 5 weeks 5 to 14 weeks 6 to 8 weeks 6 to 8 weeks 6 months to 

1 year



Ranking for performance in innovation and industry development
(as measured by patent applications, number of drugs in pipeline, venture 
capital invested and number of new biopfarmaceutical companies per capita)

1. Belgium

2. United States

3. Netherlands

4. United Kingdom

5. Germany

6. Finland

7. Norway

8. France

9. Japan

10. Spain

Openfor Investment
NUMBER1 IN INNOVATIONACROSSTHEOECD



Good Government

leading by example




