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Box 1.2. ODA to Iraq (cont.)

Box 1.3. Aid for Trade at a Glance

In today's globalised world there is clear evidence that trade is a powerful engine for

economic growth, which, in turn, is essential for poverty reduction. But many developing
countries lack the basic capacity – whether in terms of policies, institutions or
infrastructure – to take advantage of trade openings and a more interconnected world
economy. To address this challenge, the WTO’s 2005 Hong Kong Ministerial Conference
called for the expansion of Aid for Trade to help developing countries (and in particular the
least-developed) benefit from WTO agreements and, more broadly, expand their trade.
In 2006, the WTO Task Force on Aid for Trade identified a broad range of assistance activities
that need to be connected in a coherent trade and development strategy to ensure that trade
works for all developing countries. In addition, it called on the WTO and the OECD to have a
monitoring role in order to provide incentives for more and better Aid for Trade.

The joint OECD/WTO report “Aid for Trade Aid a Glance 2007” takes stock of trends and
developments in aid flows that are most closely related to Aid for Trade. It also provides an
overview of donor and partner country responses to a survey about their Aid for Trade
strategies, pledges and delivery. The joint report was presented by OECD Secretary-General
Angel Gurría to the first Aid for Trade Global Review hosted by the WTO in November 2007.

The WTO Aid for Trade Task Force defined Aid for Trade as comprising support for i) trade
policy and regulations; ii) trade development; iii) trade-related infrastructure; iv) building
productive capacity and v) trade-related adjustment, if identified as a trade-related
development priority in partner countries’ national development strategies. The OECD
Creditor Reporting System (CRS) is recognised as the best source of data for tracking Aid for
Trade flows at global level, although it cannot provide data that match exactly all the above
categories. Instead, it offers proxies for key categories.

Main donors for whom Iraq is among the top five recipients
2005-06 average, gross disbursements

Per cent of total ODA Rank

Australia 7.9 3

Austria 33.7 1

Belgium 6.2 3

Canada 5.4 1

Finland 8.9 1

France 5.9 2

Germany 10.2 2

Italy 15.5 1

Japan 12.1 1

Spain 5.0 1

Sweden 4.0 1

Switzerland 4.8 1

United Kingdom 6.3 2

United States 30.0 1

DAC countries 13.0 1




