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the expansion of certification schemes 
encouraging business to operate in a way 
that was not harmful to the environment 
and people. He also endorsed the  
United Nations’ programme to reduce 
emissions from deforestation. Regarding 
international trade agreements, he 
commented that it was “not enough to 
persuade, we must compel” countries to 
comply with environmental standards 
such as sustainable forest management. 
He concluded by calling for policies to 
build social constituencies around forest 
management, making it a core part of the 
community livelihood.

As an example of “real progress” in 
practical protection of scarce resources, 

Pascal Husting cited a recent agreement 
between Norway and Indonesia requiring a 
moratorium on deforestation. He criticised 
Europe for having “no political vision” in the 
area of scarce resources. He called for “re-
activating citizenship” and creating a new 
power relationship between governments 
and their constituencies, in order to increase 
pressure on politicians to promote resource 
conservation. 

Thomas Kaissl believed the world was 
“living in a complete ecological overshoot”. 
He argued that our current economic system 
was unsustainable but that a sense of urgency 
for change was still missing. His organisation 
had been able to come to binding agreements 
with individual companies on reducing their 

environmental footprint but it was not 
enough to change entire markets. However, 
his experience was that when conservation 
partnerships came from market-leading 
businesses, it could lead the way in resource 
conservation for the whole sector.

Ahmed Lahlimi Alami deplored the 
fact that developing countries were suffering 
the consequences of a crisis caused by rich 
countries, as credit had become expensive. 
He predicted that the environmental 
standards gap would increase because new 
technologies to help preserve resources 
required investment, funds which had 
been diverted to alleviate the crisis in rich 
countries. n

Agriculture is the major user of water in most countries. It also faces the enormous 
challenge of producing almost 50% more food by 2030 and doubling production by 
2050. This will likely need to be achieved with less water, mainly because of growing 
pressures from urbanisation, industrialisation and climate change. In this context, it 
will be important in future for farmers to receive the right signals to increase water 
use efficiency and improve agricultural water management, while preserving aquatic 
ecosystems.

This report calls on policy makers to recognise the complexity and diversity of water 
resource management in agriculture and the wide range of issues at stake. And it 
gives them the tools to do so, offering a wealth of information on recent trends and 
the outlook for water resource use in agriculture, including the impacts of climate 
change. It examines the policy experiences of OECD countries in managing their 
water resources for agriculture, with focus on: the extent to which countries subsidise 
the supply of water to farmers; flood and drought risk policies; and institutional 
organisation and governance as it relates to water and the agricultural sector. The 
report offers concrete recommendations on what countries should be doing and why. 
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Don’t miss your chance to help set the agenda for the next 50 years!

• Who found a way to measure development aid?

• Who made it possible to compare education systems between countries?

• Who made it illegal for business to bribe a foreign official to win a contract?

• Who helps make it safe to shop online?

• Who guarantees the quality of fruit and vegetables?

• Who measures economic performance and helps improve it?

• Who came up with the idea that the polluter pays?

Since 1961, the OECD has provided fact-based analysis and policy 
advice to help governments deliver better policies for better lives and 

a stronger, cleaner, fairer world…

… 50 years of experience, 50 years of meeting new challenges, 
from Internet to climate change, creating jobs to restoring public 

finances.

www.oecdforum.org
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