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This event will discuss relevant OECD work on the management of water resources, focusing on 
lessons learned through country experiences with various policy measures. The issues that will 
be discussed include:  
 
 
Good water governance 
Proper management of existing water supplies entails sufficient quantities of clean water to support both 
human needs and essential ecosystem functions. Good governance requires careful consideration of the 
institutions in place to manage water supply and sanitation systems, including the role that might be 
played by the private sector.  
 
 
Reliable financing 
Reliable financing is needed to expand water supply and sanitation services to those without access, and 
to ensure the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing infrastructure. Financing can come from a range 
of sources, including public spending, international development assistance, private financing, and 
charging for the use of water services. Over the longer term, a sustainable financing system should rely 
primarily on water charges, with provisions made to ensure affordable access by the poor to water 
services.  
 
 
Sustainable water use by agriculture 
As agriculture is the largest user and a major polluter of water resources, policies to ensure sustainable 
water use by agriculture are particularly important. In OECD countries, a mix of market-based, voluntary 
and regulatory approaches are being used to govern agricultural water use. There is widespread 
recognition of the need for greater use of market-based instruments, such as better pricing structures and 
tradable permits, accompanied by government regulations, as well as co-operative and local efforts 
among water providers and users.  

 
 
The role of the OECD 
The OECD works together with its member countries, developing and transition economies, 
stakeholders, and other international organisations to help governments to develop and implement 
policies to strengthen the sound management of water resources. The Organisation reviews country 
performance, analyses key issues in water management, provides policy recommendations, collects 
relevant data and statistics, and uses practical tools to assess financing options. It is a forum that brings 
policy makers together share experiences, discuss policies, and develop common approaches.  
 
 
 
 


