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New Zealandôs Environmental Cooperation 

Agreements

P4 (Singapore, Brunei Darussalam, Chile)

Thailand 

China
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New Zealandôs Approach to Environment

ÅóFramework for Integrating Environment Objectives in Trade 

Agreementsô established in 2001.

ÅGovernmentôs aim is to óharmonise its objectives for trade 

and for the environment, with both serving the overarching 

objective of promoting sustainable development.ô 

ÅEmphasises 3Côs ïCommon understandings / 

commitments,  Cooperative activities & Consultation
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Key provisions:

ÅObjectives / shared understandings / principles

ÅInstitutional arrangements 

ÅCooperation

ÅConsultation / dialogue

Environmental Cooperation Agreements
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Institutional arrangements

ÅEnvironment Committee / Meeting of Parties  

ÅIdentify shared priorities & review progress

ÅAgree to forward work programme

Cooperation

ÅMutually agreed activities

ÅStudy tour, seminar, information exchange

ECAôs - Implementation
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Examples:

a) Environmental cooperation workshop

b) Vehicle emission study tour

c) Livestock GHG emission workshop

Environmental Cooperation
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(a) Environmental Cooperation Workshop (2007)

Ĕ Chile & New Zealand

Ĕ Wastewater, Marine Protected Areas, Environmental 

Governance

Ĕ Workshops were beneficial for exchanging experiences 

on issues of common interest

Ĕ Need to ensure sufficient time is available to address 

issues in sufficient detail
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(b) Vehicle emission study tour (2006)

Ĕ Thailand, Singapore & New Zealand

Ĕ Air quality, vehicle emission testing, transport policy

Ĕ Contemporary issue for New Zealand Officials

Ĕ Required inter-Department coordination

Ĕ Ongoing interest, particularly in the area of biofuels
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(c) Livestock GHG emission workshop

Ĕ Chile & New Zealand

Ĕ Livestock Emission & Abatement Research Network 

(LEARN) Workshop in New Zealand & Uruguay

Ĕ ECA funding used to support Chilean participation in 

New Zealand and Uruguay workshops

Ĕ Part of New Zealandôs wider efforts to promote 

cooperation on climate change issues related to 

agriculture.
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Overview NZ Experience 2006 - 2008

Å Initial stage has built relationships and identified areas of common interest

Å Looking to change from óone-offô activities to long term programmes that 

build capacity for both parties in stages

Å Anticipate increasing level of international engagement in the next 2 + 

years

Å Previously focused on policy and technical issues, now considering 

integrating governance issues (environmental management tools), 

research collaboration, and environmental goods and services




