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STATE AND ORIENTATION OF THE SNAT

1. The national 

territory is overall 

structured around 

poles of growth

essentially 

consituted by 

large cities: the 

strategic nodes of 

our economic 

development

2. The poles of 

growth are the 

principal places for 

wealth creation (2/3 

of the national 

output).

3. They are the main 

engines of job creation 

and the principal 

source for financial 

redistribution schemes. 

Seven poles of growth

85% of the National 

Growth Potential

The great challenge of 

international 

competitiveness will 

mainly take place in 

cities



-
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STATE AND ORIENTATION OF THE SNAT
4.ïAn urban system 

with two main groups of 

cities : The «economic» 

Cities, net producers of 

value that feed the 

national budget and the 

« State» Cities that have 

the major function to 

frame the territory and 

that rely on the national 

public budget 

5. This division reflects 

the national unity and 

solidarity objectives with 

the central state 

operating territorial 

redistribution, ensuring 

spatial equity of basic 

social conditions

6.But the long term 

sustainibility of this 

macro-economic urban 

systemappears to be 

fragile.

Large risks of a break in this 

situation due to imbalances 

between real growth and 

needed growth and public 

financial means



Main signs of these breaks:

�‡Uncontrolled rapid urban growth (anarchical urban extentions, insufficient building stocks, proliferation of illegal housing,with delays in 

equipments)

�‡Small cities that concentrate rural issues, medium-sized cities with unorganised neighbourhoods

�‡Metropolitan areas that are facing severe lack of public transport and real estate speculation which seriously impact on their development (the  

case of Casablanca typically illustrates urban dynamism coupled with large dysfunctions, with an  impact on the 

economic efficency of cities and the overall competitiveness of Moroccan economy)

�‡Proliferation of pockets of poverty concentrated in some neighbourhods

�‡é.
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