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Regional Capacity-Building Seminar on Regulatory Impact Assessment. Istanbul, Turkey. 20 November 2007.

8.30-9.00 Registration

9.00-9.30 Opening Session

Chair: Mr. Mustafa Baltaci, Head of Better Regulation Group, Prime Ministry, Turkey
Opening remarks:
e Mr. Yuksel Ozturk, Prime Ministry Director General of Laws and Decrees, Turkey.

e Mr. Carlos Conde, Programme Coordinator, Governance for Development (GfD) in Arab
Countries Initiative, Directorate for Public Governance and Territorial Development, OECD.

e Mr. Fethi Bdira, Head of the Cabinet, Administrative Development, Prime Ministry Tunisia —
Chair of Working Group 1V on Public Service Delivery, Public Private Partnerships and
Regulatory Reform.

9.30-11.00 Session 1. Setting up an RIA system
Chair: Mr. Edward Donelan, Principal Administrator, SIGMA, OECD

Regulatory Impact Analysis (RIA) is a policy tool that helps governments to improve the decision-
making process, by providing empirical evidence about the costs and benefits of any regulatory
decision. The use of RIA has increased in the last few years and today most of OECD countries
have developed an RIA system. Emergent economies and developing countries are also
integrating the use of this policy tool.

This session will give an opportunity to present the rationale behind the use of RIA and to identify
those elements needed to develop a framework for setting up RIA. International experiences will
show the different barriers to overcome and those challenging elements that need to be carefully
taken into account while designing an RIA system.

Speakers
o Ms. Delia Rodrigo, Policy Analyst, Regulatory Policy Division, OECD.

o Mr. Mustafa Dogan, Deputy General Director, Laws and Decrees General Directorate, Prime
Ministry, Turkey.

o Mr. Faisal Naru, Head of Policy and Better Regulation, DAl Europe.

o Mr. Brian (B.B.W.) Huijts, Policy Advisor Better Regulation, Regulatory Reform Group,
Ministry of Economic Affairs, the Netherlands.

Questions for discussion
o What are the institutional capacities needed to set up an RIA system?
o How can the use of RIA be linked to decision making process and policy action?

o How could high political level support be obtained to introduce RIA in the policy making
process?

11.00—-11.30  Coffee Break
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11.30-12.45 Session 2. The RIA process: targeting, methodology and data collection

Chair: Mr. Mustafa Baltaci, Coordinator, Better Regulation Group, Prime Ministry, Turkey.

RIA is about making decisions based on empirical evidence, including economic quantitative
analysis. Main challenges for RIA design are to develop data collection strategies and a flexible
met hodol ogy adapted to each country’'s r1e:
requires specific targeting, mainly on those regulations that have the greatest impact on the
economy and society. Countries develop different strategies to achieve this goal. This session will
provide an opportunity to know about international practices and how to overcome the lack of
data for such an analysis.

Speakers

o Mr. Brian (B.B.W.) Huijts, Policy Advisor Better Regulation, Regulatory Reform Group,
Ministry of Economic Affairs, the Netherlands.

o Mr. Johan Nitter-Hauge, Senior Adviser, Department of Budget and Public Economy, Ministry
of Finance, Norway.

Questions for discussion

o What are the methodological options using RIA and what type of assessments are usually used
by countries?

o How can RIA efforts be best targeted?
o How to make good use of data? How to improve data collection?
12.45-14.15  Lunch

Session 3. A tool for regulatory transparency: communication and public

14.15-15.30 .
consultation

Chair: Mr. Edward Donelan, Principal Administrator, SIGMA, OECD

RIA is a policy tool that increases transparency in the regulatory process. There could be two
dimensions for this: on the one hand, RIA can only be effective if it calls for public consultation
with stakeholders affected by regulatory decisions to be taken; on the other hand, RIA can set
standards applicable among regulatory institutions to promote common communication means
inside the administration, contributing

A major impact of RIA lies in its capacity to show the different possible options when putting
forward a law proposal. This session will show different approaches to public consultation and
communication of RIA results.

Speakers

o Mr. Ales Pecka, Administrative Advisor, Department of Regulatory Reform and Public
Administration Quality, Ministry of Interior, Czech Repubilic.

o Ms. Sibel Guven, Economic Policy Research Foundation, TEPAV, Turkey.

o Mr. Sjur Eigil Dahl, Senior Adviser, RIA — Unit, Orakel, Norwegian Ministry of Trade and
Industry, Norway.

o Mr. Ercan Tezer, Secretary General, Automotive Manufacturers Association, Turkey.
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Questions for discussion

o How can governments improve coordination and communication inside government when
putting forward regulatory proposals?

o What is the role of stakeholders in the regulatory process? What are the effective public
consultation mechanisms to ensure their involvement?

o How can RIA results be better communicated so they can be used in the decision-making
process?

15.30-16.00 Coffee Break
16.00-17.30 Session 4. Challenges undertaking RIA Pilot Projects and introducing RIA systems

Chair: Mr. Mustafa Baltaci, Coordinator, Better Regulation Group, Prime Ministry, Turkey.

Many practitioners agree: “RIA is learnt
countries to test the feasibility of an RIA system in practical terms. There are a number of key
institutional and technical elements that should be clearly defined in order to make RIA an
efficient and effective tool for policy decision. In this final session Arab and OECD countries will
discuss some of the lessons learned about designing and implementing RIA, highlighting those
elements that have contributed to successful experiences.

Speakers
o Mr. Tom Ferris, Economist Consultant, Ireland.

o Mr. Munir Nuseibah, Lecturer and Coordinator, Al-Quds Human Rights Clinic, The Faculty of
Law, Al-Quds University, Palestinian National Authority.

o Mr. Recep Kizilcik, Governor of Batman Province, Pilot Project on Laboratories in Turkey,
Turkey.

o Mr. Seif Coutry, Director, Regulatory Reform Egypt Initiative - Central Reform Unit, Egypt.
Questions for discussion
o What are the common obstacles to overcome while designing and implementing RIA?
o How to improve policy coherence before using RIA?

o What have been the lessons learnt from pilot projects introducing RIA?

17.30-18.00 Closing Session

19.30 Official Dinner hosted by the Prime Ministry of Turkey
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