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Øresund

A Cross Border Knowledge Region

OECD WORKSHOP TRENTO, ITALY  

.

ØRESUND in EUROPE
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¶ 3.6 mill. inhabitants 

(2.4 DK + 1.2 SE)

¶ 12 universities

¶ 10+ science parks/incubators 

IDEON/Lund one of the 

largest in Europe

¶ 1 international airport/ 

3 regional airports

Regional facts & figures

SJÆLLAND

ÁÁ

Copenhagen Lund

Malmö 

SKÅNE

HelsingborgElsinore 

Ranked 7th among EU regions in the fields of high-tech 

manufacturing and knowledge intensive services

Ranked 4th in Europe in the field of scientific output

Scandinavia s largest clusters in the fields of ICT, Life 

Science, Nano and food sciences

Innovations such as the Bluetooth technique 

Knowledge based industry

Ranked 7th among EU regions in the fields of high-tech 

manufacturing and knowledge intensive services

Ranked 4th in Europe in the field of scientific output

Scandinavia s largest clusters in the fields of ICT, Life 

Science, Environment, and food sciences
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>300 bio/medtech 

companies with 

R&D and/or 

production

>40,000 employees

Medicon Valley

The Øresund IT cluster

100,000 employees in 

ICT

10,000+ ICT companies

150,000 students

8,000 hard core ICT

22 billion revenue in ICT 

sector
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Mobile Phone Eco-System
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Observation

ÅNational innovation structures and cluster supporting 

initiatives in Denmark and Sweden

ÅNo existing DK-SE trans-national innovation structure

ÅNo existing DK-SE trans-national cluster supporting 

structure

Coordinated structures for innovation and 

growth
Øresund University

-Entrepreneurial Academy

-Øresund Innovation

-Centres and networks: Nano, science parks, tech transfer units

Øresund Science Region

-Four platforms

-Developing projects and activities

Joint Activities

- Branding

- Initiating new activities

- International cooperation
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Main areas of activity:

Collaboration in education 

and reserach                                        uni.oresund.org 

Information                                           studygateway.org

International summer university           summeruniversity.org

Collaboration with industry 

and society                                          oresundscienceregion.org 

Øresund Entrepreneurship Academy  oeacademy.org

Øresund Innovation                             oresundinnovation.org

Øresund University

Øresund University founded in 1997 a university 

network organisation, comprising 12 universities

Educational collaboration

Increasing the educational integration of the region: 

research, courses, programmes

Increasing the number of regional and international 

students studying at the 12 universities

Encouraging students to experience studying in both 

countries
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Next question 

ÂHow to stimulate new knowledge and innovation in areas where 
Øresund is competitive

ÂHow to develop efficient transnational ways of knowledge and  
technology transfer

ÂHow to improve regional attractiveness

ÂHow to Increase efficiency in the triple helix contacts

ÂHow to establish and support existing and new scientific networks 
and clusters in a cross border region. 

Øresund Science Region

A transnational, triple helix driven tool, aiming to strengthen the 

regional knowledge based economic development

ØSR network: 12 universities, 2500 companies, local and 

regional authorities

Aim:

- Economic growth

- Regional integration

- Stimulate new knowledge in areas where Øresund is              

competetive
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Double Triple Helix 

Denmark Sweden

University University

Private sector

Public sector

Private sector

Public sector

ØSR

Networking   foster networks among people and firms

Branding Create regional brand, attract new 

companies, capital and talent to the region

Knowledge on knowledge study and analyse the clusters, provide 

services, improve awareness of cluster 

Innovation  Bridging innovation structure, incubator services 

capital and formation of spin-offs in cross 

border context 

Øresund Science Region 
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Board: universities, business, authorities

Networks

Secretariats and innovaiton platforms

Governance  - Light institutionalisation

Network

Key persons in industries, universities etc.

Common Vision

Informal

Governance  /Management
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Finances

A large number of financiers

Membership fees: triple helix partners

State Grants

Project money

Coming from

Universities

Companies

Local and regional partners

States and Nordic money

EU

Funds, foundations etc

Innovation  Platforms

Øresund Logistics

Øresund Environment Academy
Øresund Food Network

Medicon Valley Alliance

Øresund IT AcademyLOGISTICS

FOOD
ENVIRONMENT

ICT

LIFE SCIENCE

Associated 

member
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Two exampels 

A project based network with in the environmental cluster

An informal network within TT professionals 

2001 2007

?

?
Optimal Operation of Urban Environmental systems (OpDrift I)

?

?

Introductory enquiry / Idea 

Network meetings/seminars

Project application

Advanced Waste Water treatment  

- course develpment
Course 1 Course 2

?
Distance learning 

course development

? Opdrift 2

Project

Outcome

Outcomes:
Network meetings/projects

- Network groups involving business, public organisations, researchers.

- Collaboration and development across Øresund 

- Discussion on a regional Center of Excellence involving all projects and 

networks

2 Courses evaluated to be of very high academic standard.

- Development of Distance learning Course based on Course 1 + 2

OpDrift I:

- 6 Patents bought by International company from researchers 

- New technology developed by international company based om project 

results

- Internationally renown companies to participate in Opdrift I + II

- One facility saving 500.000 DKK pr. year on not-used chemicals

- Potential biogas production income 10.000.000 SEK pr year

-Possibility of implementing/selling results at facilities world wide

Optimal Operation of Urban Environmental systems in the Øresund region Opdrift 3

2002 2007
Organizing capacity platform t
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A TT Network

- Background

Many different actors and 
approaches to incubation 
processes in the Øresund Region 

Relatively little collaboration 
among the regional innovation 
systems  and TT communities 

Lack of information flow between 
TT offices across SE-DK

TT Network

- Specific Objectives

To develop a network between TT 

actors for enhancing performance 

of individual regional innovation 

systems

To bring the TT community closer 

together by forming a regional TT 

forum

To cross-fertilize the regional 

innovation environments
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Uses for the informal network

Technology seeking

Company contacts
Does anyone have a good contact at ?

Experience
Can anyone recommend a .?

Has anyone heard of ..

Market Knowledge 
Does anyone have any knowledge or market information of.. ?

Investor seeking
Has anyone got any technology that can ..?

Does anyone know of any investors who have investment interests in ..?

Answers 

directly back

Swedish network

of incubators

SME network

Simple informal network function

Question 

Has anyone got a 

licensing contact at XXX?

Q
T S P OR

E

A

N

C

M
L

J

K

D F G
B H I

University, Corporate, SME, 
Technology Broker, Technology 
Scout, Science Park, Patent 
agent

E-base inspired  by TTO Mancherter university: a informal knowledge pool system

Initiated in Øresund by a series of informal meetings and is now 

extented to the Nordic countries in search  for critical mass   
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1. Function: Initiating

Tools: ex. meetings, KNonKN Project 

Incubation 

2. Function: Mobilizing

Tools: ex. workshops

3. Function: 

Organizing

collaboration 

4. Function: supporting collaboration 

Tools: ex. rapporting
5. Function: Initiating

Tools: ex. Workshops, scouting

Project

spin-off

ÅOrganize knowledge

and information

Project

end

ÅManage conflicts

ÅPresent ideas

ÅContext understanding

ÅAlliances

Project

Phase

Project

start

ÅMonitoring og 

evaluate progress

ÅRerframe problems

Platform functions in the process of supporting 

cross-border t-helix projects 

Øresund Region- Advantages and 

possibilities
Added value 

Economy of scale

Complementarity

Complementarity: centre periphery

Coopetition

Possibilities

Access to two countries and two markets and two 

cultures
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Thank you!

Noel Brings Jacobsen 

Executive Advisor, ØSR/ØU

Øresund University / Øresund Science Region

www.uni.oresund.org / www.oresundscienceregion.org


