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Designing Negotiating Implementing Reviewing

VIllustrative examples drawn from some of 

recent RTAs

VNot prescriptive

To provide guidance to countries wishing to 

include environmental provisions in RTAs
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}Why do most of OECD countries include 
environmental provisions in RTAs? 

}What determines the scope of 
environmental provisions in RTAs?

}How countries address environmental 
issues in RTAs?



}Environmental impact assessment

}Environmental cooperation

}Environmental standards and enforcement of 
environmental laws

}Procedural guarantees, enforcement 
mechanisms and dispute settlement

}Public participation and consultation
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üWhat is the Partiesõ mandate to include 
environmental considerations in trade 
agreements?

üWhich of these elements are legally binding?

üWill environmental issues be dealt with in the 
body of the RTA, in a separate agreement or 
in both?

üWill trade and environment issues be 
negotiated together or separately?



}Will the assessment be ex ante, ex post, or 
both?

}Will impacts be assessed only in the country 
doing the assessment or in all partner 
countries?

}Who will be involved in the assessment (e.g. 
other agencies, experts, stakeholders), how 
and at which stage?

}How will the assessment be financed, and 
what is the time frame?
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VHow can areas of cooperation best be 
identified and dealt with?

VHow will Parties ensure that cooperation 
under the RTA complements on - going 
cooperation efforts?


