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People and ecosystems will adapt, but 

there are barriers to adapting well...

Nature of adaptation means that there are often strong incentives for people 

to ensure that they are adapting well, but we cannot rely on this

Rationale for action:

Inefficient

Ineffective

Inequitable

To avoid adaptation that is:

Missing and 

misaligned markets

Constraints on action

Role of the public 

sector



... And the Governmentôs created ACC in 

response

Approach is to ensure that adaptation is included throughout policy 

framework instead of specific adaptation policy :

Part of risk 

management

Cross-cutting

Risks are not fundamentally new ïbetter management 

of existing risks

Requires action in so many areas that it is neither 

feasible nor desirable to intervene in them all

Context specific
Appropriate adaptation response varies by location, 

attitude to risk, etc

Adaptation resources:

30 people

Approx £5m per year



The first phase of the programme aims to 

get the basic building blocks in place...

Improving 
understanding

Producing first CC 
National Risk 

Assessment and Cost 
Benefit Analysis as 
required by Climate 

Change Act

Access to the climate 
information 

Ensuring key 
organisations in all 

sectors have, 
guidance and tools 
they need to assess 
risks and take action 

Government systems

Ensuring that key 
Government systems 

and regulatory 
mechanisms have 

climate change risks 
built into them

While ensuring that immediate impacts are being 

dealt with:

e.g, flooding, heatwaves


