
 

 

 

 

Summary Tables from the GLC  
Country Questionnaire 

 
 

12th OECD Japan Seminar 
 

 “Globalisation and Linguistic Competencies(GLC): Responding to diversity in language 

environments” 

 

Co-hosted by: 

Aoyama Gakuin University Research Institute, 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and  

Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) 

 

Tokyo, Japan 

22-24 October 2008 



  1  

 

DEFINITIONS 

Mother tongue(s) 
The language(s) one first learned (particularly within the family context during 
the pre school years) and/or the language(s) that one grew up with. 

Official language(s) 

Language(s) that is/are given a legal status in a particular country, normally 
used in courts, parliament and administration. Legal status can also be used to 
give a particular language an official status, even if that language is not widely 
spoken. This may be the case for some local languages, including indigenous 
languages, but is not necessarily the case. 

Local languages 
Local languages include indigenous languages, long-standing languages or any 
language shared by a minority group in a population within the confines of a 
given area where the group in question has long been established. 

Non-official and non-local 
languages 

Any languages which are neither the official language(s) nor the local 
language(s). 

Language(s) of instruction 
Language(s) used in formal education to teach any subjects in the curriculum 
except for “language classes”.  

Instruction of languages 
Languages taught in ‘language classes’ as part of the curriculum which normally 
comprise grammar and vocabulary instruction to the students, but also often 
include elements of the history and culture related to the language taught.  

Native speakers of official 
language(s) 

The sub-population whose mother tongue(s) is (are) the official language(s) of 
the country.  

Non-native speakers of official 
language(s) 

The sub-population whose mother tongue(s) is (are) different from the official 
language(s) of the country. 

Immigrant population 

In some countries, the general definition of an immigrant population is based 
on individuals’ nationality (“foreigners”, “foreign nationality”), while in others it 
is based on their country of birth (“foreign born”).There is a general shift 
towards using the birthplace-based definition (OECD, 2006) and this 
questionnaire will follow this approach. 

Indigenous population 
Ethnic groups that may inhabit the particular geographic regions in which they 
would normally have had the earliest historical connection. 
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A1.  What is/are your official language(s) [most commonly used]? 

Primary 

language  
Country Language A % Language B % Language C % 

English 
dominant  

AUS English -     

CAN
1
 English 57.8 French 22.1   

GBR
2
 English -     

IRL English 92.0 Irish <1.0   

NZL English 95.9 Te Reo MǕori 4.1 NZ Sign 0.6 

USA
3
 English 91.3     

 

German 
dominant  

AUT German 88.6     

CHE
4
 German 60.0 French 20.0 Italian 6.5 

DEU
5
 German 91.3     

        
Spanish 
dominant  

ESP
6
 Spanish -     

MEX
7
 Spanish 97.2 Nahuatl 1.71 Maya 0.95 

 

Dutch 
dominant  

BEL ï 

Flemish
8a

 
Dutch -     

NLD Dutch 100.0 Frisian 2 - 3   

 

French 
dominant  

FRA
9
 French 84.4     

BEL ï 

French
8b

 
French -     

  LUX
10

 Letzeburgesch  65.0 French  2.8 German 2.3 

  FIN Finnish 91.2 Swedish 5.5   

  CZE Czech 95     

         DNK
11

 Danish 92.3     

         KOR
12

 Korean -     

         GRC
13

 Greek 92.6     

         HUN Hungarian 93.6     

         ISL
14

 Icelandic 78.2     

         ITA
15

 Italian 94.7     

         JPN
16

 Japanese      

         NOR
17

 Norwegian -     

         POL Polish 100.0     

         PRT
18

 Portuguese 95.0     

         SVK
19

 Slovak 89.7     

         SWE Swedish 88.0     

         TUR Turkish -     

                                                           

1
 Satya Brink et al. Competencies In Canada In A Globalization Context. Human Resources and Social Development Canada, Government Of 

Canada 

2
 www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=GB 

3
 Although the United States lists English as the official language in the OECD Country Questionnaire, it does not have a legal status. 

4
 www.swissinfo.org/spa/index/html. 

5
 Eurybase. The Education System in Germany 2004/2005. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

6
 www.oei.es/quipu/espana/index.html. 

http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=GB
http://www.swissinfo.org/spa/index/html
http://www.oei.es/quipu/espana/index.html
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7
 Spanish is the official language spoken by most people. However, there are 68 official language groupings with 364 dialectal variations spoken as 

mother tongues by 7.2% of the population in 2000.  All indigenous languages are official languages. 

8a, b
 Note that German is also an official language in Belgium. 

8
 Eurybase. The Education System in France 2006/2007. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

9
 Eurybase. The Education System in France 2006/2007. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

10
 About languages. Information and Press Service of the Luxembourg Government. Grand- Duché de Luxembourg. www.gouvernement.lu. 

11
 www.um.dk/Publicationer/UM/Espanol/DatosobreDinamrca/Educacion/index.html. 

12
 www.gksoft.com/govt/en/kr.html. 

13
 Eurybase. The Education System in Greece 2005/2006. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

14
 Eurybase. The Education System in Iceland 2006/2007. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

15
 Eurybase. The Education System in Italy 2005/2006. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

16
 Although Japan lists Japanese as the official language in the OECD Country Questionnaire, it does not have a legal status. 

17
 www.noruega.org.mx. 

18
 http://home.online.no/~nancys/portugal/language/index.html. 

19
 Eurybase. The Education System in Slovakia. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

http://www.gouvernement.lu/
http://www.um.dk/Publicationer/UM/Espanol/DatosobreDinamrca/Educacion/index.html
http://www.gksoft.com/govt/en/kr.html
http://www.noruega.org.mx/
http://home.online.no/~nancys/portugal/language/index.html
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A2.What is/are your local language(s), if any?
 
 

 

Primary 

language  
Country Language A % 

Official  

status 
Language B % 

Official  

status 

English  
dominant 

AUS 
Arnheim Land and Daly River 

Region Languages 
0.041 No 

Torres Strait Island 

Languages 
0.036 No 

CAN
1
 Cree 0.30  Inuktitut 0.10  

GBR
2
 Welsh 0.80  Scots 0.10  

IRL a   a   

NZL a   a   

USA 

Languages of the American 

Indian and Alaska Native 

Population 

0.20     

 

German  
dominant 

AUT Hungarian 0.50 Yes Slovene 0.30 Yes 

CHE
3
 Romanish 0.50     

DEU
4
 Upper Saxon 2.40  Swabian 0.90  

 
Spanish  
dominant 

ESP
5
 Catalan-Valencian-Balear 16.00  Euskera/Basque 7.80  

MEX Nahuatl 1.71 Yes Maya 0.95 Yes 

 

Dutch  
dominant 

BEL - 

Flemish 
a   a   

NLD Frisian 2 to 3  
Dutch Lower 

Saxon 
m No 

 
French  
dominant 

FRA
6
 Alemannisch 2.50  Auvergnat 2.10  

BEL - 

French 
      

  LUX a   a   

  FIN Sami (Lapp) 0.03     

 
 CZE

7
 Polish 0.50 No    

   DNK
8
 Faroese 0.80  German 0.40  

   KOR a   a   

   GRC
9
 Turkish 17.00  Pomac 11.60  

   HUN
10

 Roma 0.50  German 0.50  

   ISL a   a   

  
 ITA

11
 Friulian 1.40  German 0.30  

   JPN -      

   NOR
12

 Sami 0.40     

   POL German 0.40  Byelorussian 0.13  

   PRT
13

 Mirândes (Miranda du Douro) 0.10     

   SVK
14

 Hungarian 1.10  Ukrainian 1.80  

   SWE Finnish 0.93  Romani 0.15  

   TUR -      

a: category does not apply.

                                                           

1
 http://www.statcan.ca/start.html. 

2 
Idem. 

3  
www.swissinfo.org/spa/index/html. 

4
 Gordon, Raymond G., Jr. (ed.), 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth edition. Dallas, Tex.: SIL International. Online 

version: www.ethnologue.com. 

5 
 www.oei.es/quipu/espana/index.html and Gordon, Raymond G., Jr. (ed.), 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth edition. Dallas, 

Tex.: SIL International. Online version: www.ethnologue.com. 

6
  Gordon, Raymond G., Jr. (ed.), 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth edition. Dallas, Tex.: SIL International. Online version: 

www.ethnologue.com. 

7
 Estimate based on Foreigners in the Czech Republic. Foreigners by citizenship, not by country.  

8
 Idem. 

9
 Eurybase. The Education System in Greece 2005/2006. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

http://www.statcan.ca/start.html
http://www.swissinfo.org/spa/index/html
http://www.ethnologue.com/
http://www.ethnologue.com/
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10 As to this specific question, family circle ï contrary to the family (nucleus) concept used in the census ï means the group of persons with closer or 

weaker kin, also including those living elsewhere, even in a foreign country, who had been regarded by the enumerated person as members of 

is/her family. 
11

 Eurybase. The Education System in Italy 2005/2006. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

12
  Eurybase. The Education System in Norway 2006/2007. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture. 

13 
 Gordon, Raymond G., Jr. (ed.), 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth edition. Dallas, Tex.: SIL International. Online 

version: www.ethnologue.com. 

14
 Eurybase. The Education System in Slovakia. European Commission. Directorate-General for Education and Culture and Gordon, Raymond G., 

Jr. (ed.), 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth edition. Dallas, Tex.: SIL International. Online version: www.ethnologue.com. 

http://www.noruega.org.mx/
http://www.ethnologue.com/
http://www.ethnologue.com/
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A3. What is the percentage of the total indigenous population, if any, in your country? 

Primary 

language 
Country 

Percentage of 

the total 

indigenous 

population 

Main indigenous populations 
% of the total indigenous 

population speaking the 

official language 
Population 1 % P2 % 

English  
dominant 

AUS 2.40 Aboriginal 2.20 
Torres Straight 

Islander 
0.20 97.20 

NZL 14.6 NZ Maori 14.6   97.19 

USA 0.90 
American Indian and 

Alaska Native 
0.90   95.80 

   MEX 9.50 Nahuatl 2.65 Maya 1.25 100 

   FIN 0.03 Sami 0.03   100 

   JPN - Ainu -   - 

A4. What is the percentage of the total immigrant population, based on the country of birth? 

Primary 

language  
Country 

Percentage of 

the total 

immigrant 

population 

Main immigrant populations 
% of the total 

immigrant 

population 

speaking official 

language(s) 
Population 1 % P2 % 

English  
dominant 

AUS 23.90 United Kingdom 5.60 New Zealand 2.10 89.9 

CAN 18.40 United Kingdom 2.16 China 1.19 - 

GBR - India - Ireland - - 

IRL 11.00 United Kingdom 2.10 Poland 1.50 - 

NZL 26.50 England 5.00 China 1.90 - 

USA 13.00 Mexico 3.90 China 0.60 47.6 

 

German  
dominant 

AUT 10.30 Serbia/Montenegro 2.30 Germany 2.20 - 

CHE 23.80 - - - - - 

DEU - - - - - - 

Spanish-speaking countries 
Spanish  
dominant 

ESP - - - - - - 

MEX 0.50 United States 0.54 Guatemala 0.24 - 

Dutch-speaking countries 
Dutch  

dominant 

BEL - Flemish 5.40 Netherlands 1.60 Morocco 0.44 - 

NLD 0.60 Turkey 1.20 Suriname 1.10 - 

French-speaking countries 
French  
dominant 

FRA 8.10 Algeria 1.11 Morocco 1.02 - 

BEL - French - - - - - - 

  LUX 32.80 Portugal 9.44 France 4.26 - 

  FIN 2.50 Russia 0.49 Estonia 0.37 - 

 
 CZE

1
 3.00 Ukraine 1.00 Slovakia 0.60 - 

  DNK 6.50 Turkey 0.57 Germany 0.43 - 

  KOR - - - - - - 

  GRC 10.30 Albania 3.70 Germany 0.93 - 

  HUN 3.70 Romania 1.81 Former Soviet Union 0.34 - 

  ISL - - - - - - 

  ITA - - - - - - 

  JPN 1.63 South Korea 0.47 China 0.44 - 

  NOR 8.20 Sweden 0.73 Denmark 0.48 - 

  POL 0.60 Ukraine 0.25 Russia 0.12 - 

  PRT 6.30 Angola 1.68 France 0.92 - 

  SVK 3.90 Czech Republic 2.02 Hungary 0.42 - 

  SWE 12.00 Finland 2.00 Serbia/Montenegro 0.84 - 

  TUR - Bulgaria 0.71 Germany 0.40 - 

Source: OECD Country Questionnaires; OECD International Migration Data 2007. 

http://www.oecd.org/document/3/0,3343,en_2649_39023663_39336771_1_1_1_1,00.html. All the information corresponds to year 2005 except for 

Canada, Luxembourg, Greece, Portugal and Slovak Republic (2001) and United Kingdom (2206).

                                                           

1 Foreigners by citizenship, not by country. 

http://www.oecd.org/document/3/0,3343,en_2649_39023663_39336771_1_1_1_1,00.html
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B 1.1 Non-official and non-local languages in the curriculum for Primary level of education 

 

Primary 

language 
Country 

Non-official and non-local languages in the curriculum 

Language 1 Status* 
% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L2 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L3 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L4 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 

English  
dominant 

AUS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

AUT
1
 English a 97 1 French a 1.13 1 Italian a 0.98 1 Slovene a 0.76 1 

IRL
2
 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 

NZL French O 5.9 - Japanese O 4.9 - Spanish O 4.6 - German O 2.3 - 

USA Spanish - - - French - - - a a a a a a a a 

 

Dutch  
dominant 

BEL- 

Flemish 
French C 100 3 a a a a a a a a a a a a 

NLD
3
 English C 100  French O -  German O -  Spanish O -  

 
 FIN

4
 English C 64.2 2 German O 3.2 2-3 French a 1.2 a Russian a 0.2 a 

 HUN
5
 English O 33 2 German O 13 2.1 French O 0.3 1.8 Russian O 0.1 1.6 

 JPN
6
 a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 

 MEX a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 

 POL
7
 English C / O 76.9 2 Spanish C / O - - German C / O 19.4 - Russian C / O 3.3 - 

 SWE
8
 English C 100 1 Spanish O 27 1 German O 14 1 French O 12 1 

 TUR English - 61 - a a a a a a a a a a a a 

* C= compulsory  O= optional 

**a: category does not apply. 

x: data included in other category.

                                                           

1
 In Austria compulsory means that pupils at primary level MUST learn 1 foreign language it does NOT mean that it has to be English. Austrian school curricula offer the possibility to choose as first or second foreign 

language from 10 languages: Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian, French, Italian, Polish, Russian, Slovak, Slovene, Spanish, Czech and Hungarian. It is up to the schools what language they offer as first foreign 

language. In practice 98% of Austrian schools and parents choose English. So English dominates at all levels of education. Compulsory means: 1 foreign languages must be offered by schools at primary 

and lower secondary level. 
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2
 There is a pilot programme for Modern Foreign Languages in the Primary School. Participation by schools is optional. About 14% of primary schools participate. The languages taught in the pilot programme are 

French, German, Spanish and Italian . 

3
 Number of hours is at school or competent authority discretion. Spanish can be studied as an optional language with a special permission from education authorities.  

4
 In Finland, pupils at primary level must study one compulsory language 2 hours per week during four years, and one optional language for 2 to 3 hours per week during two years. 

5
 Information was provided in lessons per week. In that way, hours per week were calculated considering that one lesson lasts 45 minutes. 

6
 The Course of Study for Elementary Schools allows schools to offer foreign language education as part of the curricula for the period of integrated study.  

7
 The average hours per week of non-official and non-local languages teaching is 2 in general, no specification of number of hours was made for any of the languages stated. Data was also provided for French 

(compulsory and optional status, 0.8% of students) and Italian (compulsory and optional status). 

8 Pupils must choose one of the optional languages 
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B 2.1 Non-official and non-local languages in the curriculum for Lower secondary level of education 

Primary 

language  Country 

Non-official and non-local languages in the curriculum 

Language 1 Status* 
% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L2 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L3 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L4 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 

English  
dominant 

AUS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

AUT
1
 English a 99 4 French a 5.16 3 Italian a 2.86 3 Russian a 0.47 3 

IRL French O 62 3 German O 18 3 Spanish O 7 3 Italian O 0.5 3 

NZL French O 17.5 - Japanese O 11.1 - Spanish O 5.6 - German O 3.8 - 

USA Spanish - - - French - - - German - - - Latin - - - 

 

Dutch  
dominant 

BEL- 

Flemish
2
 

French 

A course: 

C 

B course: 

O 

100 

 

79 

 

1-4 English 

A course: 

C 

B course: 

O 

100 

 

2 

 

0-3 a a a a a a a a 

NLD
3
 English C 100  

Not 

specified 

VMBO: 

Y1ð2: C 

Y3-4: O 

 

HAVO: C 

VWO: C 

a  
Not 

specified 

HAVO:

C 

 

VWO: 

C 

a  a a a a 

  FIN
4
 English C 91.1 2-3 German C 10.9 2 French O 5.5 2 Russian a 0.6 a 

 HUN
5
 English O 66 2.8 German O 33 2.6 French O 0.5 2.4 Russian O 0.2 2 

 
JPN

6
 English C 100 2.5 

Not 

specified 
O 0.1 a a a a a a a a a 

 MEX English O - - French O - - a a a a a a a a 

 POL
7
 English C / O 90.4  Spanish C / O -  German C / O 53.4  Russian C/O 7.9  

 SWE
8
 English C 100 2.5 Spanish O 35 1 German O 21 1 French O 16 1 

 TUR
9
 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

* C= compulsory  O= optional 

** a: category does not apply 

    x: data included in other categories
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1
 In Austria compulsory means that pupils at lower secondary level MUST learn 1 foreign language it does NOT mean that it has to be English. Austrian school curricula offer the possibility to choose 

as first or second foreign language from 10 languages: Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian, French, Italian, Polish, Russian, Slovak, Slovene, Spanish, Czech and Hungarian. It is up to the 

schools what language they offer as first foreign language. In practice 98% of Austrian schools and parents choose English. So English dominates at all levels of education. Compulsory 

means: 1 foreign language must be offered by schools at primary and lower secondary level . 

2
 The first grade consists of the 1

st
 and the 2

nd
 year secondary education, divided in an A and a B course. The A course is directed towards general, technical or artistic education. The B course 

prepares for vocational training or is arranged as a bridging year to the first year A course. In the nearby future French will also be compulsory in the B course.  

3 In Netherlands, students of lower secondary level must study three foreign languages; the first one is English with a compulsory status, the two others can be compulsory or optional depending on 

the type of school (VMBO, HAVO or VWO). In VMBO students can choose between the following languages: German, French, Arabic, Turkish, and Spanish. In HAVO and VWO students 

can choose between: German, French. Arabic, Turkish, Spanish, Italian and Russian. The most common languages are German (VWO: 27%), French (VWO: 8%) and Spanish (<1%). 

Number of hours is at school or competent authority discretion.  

4
 In Finland, pupils at lower secondary level must study one compulsory language for 2 to 3 hours per week during three years, another compulsory language, whether Swedish or Finnish, for 2 

hours per week during three years and one optional language for 2 hours per week during two years. The most common languages studied are: English (91.1%), German (10.9%), 

French (5.5%) and Russian (0.6%).  

5
 Information was provided in lessons per week. In that way, hours per week were calculated considering that one lesson lasts 45 minutes. 

6
 Schools may offer foreign languages as an optional subject but no particular language is recommended. The most common languages are: French (0.06%), Chinese (0.03%) and Korean (0.01%). 

7
The average hours per week of non-official and non-local languages teaching is 3 in general, no specification of number of hours was made for any of the languages stated. Data was also provided 

for French (compulsory and optional status, 3.1% of students) and Italian (compulsory and optional status). 

8 Pupils must choose one of the optional languages 

9
 Data included in Primary level. 
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B 3.1 Non-official and non-local languages in the curriculum for Upper secondary level of education 

Primary  

language 

spoken 
Country 

Non-official and non-local languages in the curriculum 

Language 1 Status* 
% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L2 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L3 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 
L4 Status 

% of 

students 

No. of 

hours 

English  
dominant 

AUS Japanese O 2.6 - Chinese O 2.5 - French O 2.3 - Italian O 1.3 - 

AUT
1
 English a 96 3 French a 24.98 3 Italian a 10.67 3 Spanish a 4.03 3 

IRL French O 55 4 German O 15 4 Spanish O 5 4 Italian O 0.5 4 

NZL French O 3.7 - Japanese O 2.4 - Spanish O 1.7 - German O 1.2 - 

USA Spanish - 30 - French - 8 - German - 2 - Latin - 1 - 

 

Dutch  
dominant 

BEL- 

Flemish
 2
 

French 

ASO: C 

TSO:C/O 

KSO:C/O 

BSO: O 

100 

98 

98 

65 

 English 

ASO: C 

TSO:C/O 

KSO: C/O 

BSO: O 

100 

94 

97 

35 

 German 

ASO:O 

TSO: O 

KSO: O 

BSO: O 

52 

20 

- 

4 

 Spanish 

ASO: O 

TSO: O 

KSO: O 

BSO: O 

2 

1 

9 

- 

- 

NLD
3
 English C 100 - 

Not 

specified 

HAVO: O 

VWO: O 
a - 

Not 

specified 

HAVO:O 

VWO:O 
a - a a a a 

  FIN
4
 English a 97.7 a German a 14.6 a French a 9.0 a Russian a 4.3 a 

 HUN
5
 English C 65 3 German O 45 2.8 French O 5 2.8 Italian O 3 2.8 

 
JPN

6
 English C 100 5.8 

Not 

specified 
O 1.2 - a a a a a a a a 

 MEX English C - - French C - - a a a a a a a a 

 

POL
7
 English C/O 

Lycée: 

99.8 

Lycée à 

option: 

98.4 

 Spanish C/O -  German C/O 

Lycée: 

70.6 

Lycée à 

option: 

80.0 

 Russian C/O 

Lycée: 

10.5 

Lycée à 

option: 

17.0 

 

 SWE English C 100 2.5 Spanish O 12 2.5 German O 4 2.5 French O 2 2.5 

 TUR English - 87 - German - 9 - French - 1 - Arabic - 1 - 

* C= compulsory  O= optional  ** a: category does not apply      x: data included in other categories 
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1
 In Austria, pupils at upper secondary level MUST learn 2 foreign languages; it does NOT mean that they have to be the ones stated. Austrian school curricula offer the possibility to choose as first 

or second foreign language from 10 languages: Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian, French, Italian, Polish, Russian, Slovak, Slovene, Spanish, Czech and Hungarian. It is up to the schools what 

language they offer as first foreign language. 

2
 From the second grade 4 streams are distinguished: general secondary education (ASO), technical secondary education (TSO), secondary education in the arts (KSO) and vocational secondary 

education (BSO). In the nearby future French and English will be officially compulsory in TSO and KSO. Concerning BSO, French or English will be made compulsory. The choice of 

language depends on the decision of the school. The average hours for French, English and German are the following (No data available for Spanish): 

French: ASO: 2
nd

 grade: 3ï5 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 4 hours 

TSO: 2
nd

 grade: 2-5 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 2-4 hours 

KSO: 2
nd

 grade and 3
rd

 grade: 2-3 hours 

BSO: 2
nd

 grade: 2-3 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 0-3 hours 

 

English: ASO: 2
nd

 grade: 2-4 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 3 hours 

TSO: 2
nd

 grade 0-4 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 0-3 hours 

KSO2
nd

 grade: 2-3 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 2 hours 

BSO: 2
nd

 grade and 3
rd

 grade: 0-3 hours 

 

German: ASO: 2
nd

 grade: 0-2 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 0-3 hours 

TSO: 2
nd

 grade: 0-1 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 0-4 hours 

KSO: 2
nd

 grade: 0 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 0-2 hours 

BSO: 2
nd

 grade: 0 hours/ 3
rd

 grade: 0-3 hours  

3 In Netherlands, students of upper secondary level must study three foreign languages; the first one is English with a compulsory status, the two others can be compulsory or optional depending on 

the type of school (HAVO or VWO). In HAVO and VWO students can choose between: German, French. Arabic, Turkish, Spanish, Italian and Russian. The most common languages are 

German (HAVO: 44%, VWO: 78%), French (HAVO: 19%, VWO: 76%) and Spanish (HAVO: 2%, VWO: 3%). Number of hours is at school or competent authority discretion.  
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4
 In Finland, pupils at upper secondary level must study two compulsory languages for 2 to 3 hours per week during three years and two optional languages for 2 to 3 hours per week during three 

years. The most common languages studied are: English (97.7%), German (14.6%), French (9.0%) and Russian (4.3%).  

5
 Information was provided in lessons per week. In that way, hours per week were calculated considering that one lesson lasts 45 minutes. 

6
 Schools may offer foreign languages as an optional subject but no particular language is recommended. The most common languages are: Chinese (0.6%), French (0.3%) and Korean (0.1%). 

7
The average hours per week of non-official and non-local languages teaching is 3 to 5 in general, no specification of number of hours was made for any of the languages stated. Data was also 

provided for French (compulsory and optional status, 12.6% of students for Lycée and 6.5% of students for Lycée  à option) and Italian (compulsory and optional status). 


