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Brazil: An Emerging Partner for the OECD

One of my very first initiatives as Secretary-General of the OECD was to make the Organisation more open and more 
representative. Alongside other emerging economies, Brazil has become a vital voice in the OECD dialogue due to its 
economic strength, its leadership in the developing world, and its growing role in international fora. 

Enhanced dialogue and co-operative steps taken in recent years have been mutually-beneficial and Brazil is now an 
essential partner in our efforts to find solutions to common global challenges in the economic, financial, social and 
environmental spheres. Brazilian successes in policy areas as diverse as agricultural land management, energy, climate 
change and South-South cooperation have enriched policy dialogue at the OECD. At the same time, Brazil has been 
able to benefit from the OECD’s expertise in many fields, including competition policy, securities markets, insurance 
and pensions, statistics, budgeting, taxation, debt management, agriculture, anti-corruption and corporate governance. 

Through its participation in various OECD committees and its adherence to various OECD legal instruments, Brazil is 
contributing to our efforts to build a stronger, cleaner and fairer world economy. Brazil and other emerging economies 
are thus very welcome as key contributors to the major discussions taking place at the OECD.  We look forward to an 
even closer cooperation with Brazil in the years to come.

Angel Gurría, 

Secretary General, 
OECD.
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OECD: A Wealth of Knowledge and Experiences 

Brazil welcomes the opportunity to participate in the OECD Enhanced Engagement process and intends to continue 
along this path. In addition to India, South Africa, China and Indonesia, Brazil has contributed to the work across several 
policy areas such as public governance, export credits, financial markets, trade, investments and fight against tax havens. 
This partnership allows Brazilian government officials to share experiences and to seek answers to common problems. 

The structural transformation of the global economy in the last 20 years in which the world’s economic centre of 
gravity has moved towards the South, from OECD members to emerging economies, has revealed examples of poor 
governance in the North and of good governance in the South. This new configuration of global economic and political 
power means that the developed countries can no longer set the agenda alone since the world’s problems are becoming 
increasingly global, and if they are to be solved, the responsibility and solutions must be shared. In this sense, both 
development strategies and the way in which the OECD and non-OECD countries interact must fundamentally change. 

While some observers might see these trends in terms of “threat” or “decline” for the developed world, others perceive 
it as an opportunity for the global economy to shift up a gear. By factoring this new architecture for global governance 
into its work, the OECD will be even more credible and effective. The innovative thinking that stems from the work of 
the Development Centre can be very instrumental in revamping the mindset of the Organization. 

Brazil expects that OECD sets the scene for a new spirit, a new approach to the way the developed countries look at 
the developing world, and the developing world looks at itself, by contributing to the global common efforts to lay the 
foundations of a new era of economic progress capable of producing a form of capitalism with a human face, social 
justice and environmental awareness.  
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José Maurício 

Bustani

Ambassador of 
Brazil to France
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OECD Economic Surveys: India 2007

ISBN: 9789264033511

OECD Economic Surveys:  

South Africa 2010

ISBN: 9789264083189

OECD Economic Surveys: China

ISBN: 9789264076679 

OECD Economic Surveys:  

Indonesia 2008: Economic Assessment 

ISBN: 9789264048058

Rigorous Economic Surveys

An Economic Survey is published every 1½-2 years for each OECD member country and for some countries that are not OECD members. 
Brazil has participated four times in the OECD economic survey process:  2009, 2006, 2005 and 2001.       

The recent publication of the Economic Surveys for Brazil, China, India, Indonesia and South Africa follows a decision by OECD member 
countries in 2007 to engage more closely major emerging economies. This decision, OECD Secretary-General Gurría said, “is a clear sign 
of a changing OECD, which is working to become a hub for dialogue on global issues.”
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These Surveys are the fruit of extensive discussions between the staff of the OECD, a wide range of government officials and private 
sector experts in the examined country and officials from OECD governments. The Surveys are the result of a peer review process where 
a government’s policies can be compared and evaluated, based on the shared experience of 31 democracies and partner countries. They 
cover both macro-economic and structural policies. 

The latest Economic Survey of Brazil, published in July 2009, dealt with the impact of the global crisis, the benefits of macroenomic 
consolidation, the reform of indirect taxes and labour levies, and enhancing government operations’cost-effectiveness.  

www.oecd.org/eco/surveys

OECD Economic Surveys: Brazil 2001

ISBN: 9789264191419

OECD Economic Surveys: Brazil 2005

ISBN: 9789264007475

OECD Economic Surveys: Brazil 2006

ISBN: 9789264029996 

OECD Economic Surveys: Brazil 2009

ISBN: 9789264054479
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Now in its ninth year, the African Economic Outlook has grown to become the barometer of Africa through its comprehensive analysis of the 
major economic, social and political developments in the region. It is the only report on Africa which applies a common macro-economic 
framework to every country, every year, allowing for comparative analysis both over time and across countries. Each edition of the Outlook 
also undertakes an in-depth study of one sector critical for the continent’s advancement. Past studies have focused on innovative uses of 
ICT, transport, drinking water and sanitation, and energy. The report is published jointly by the African Development Bank (AfDB), the 
OECD Development Centre and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, with support from the European Commission.

www.oecd.org/dev/aeo
www.africaneconomicoutlook.org

The IMA judges, which includes representatives from The New York Times, Microsoft, 
Time Inc., American Express Company, have bestowed the IMA Best in Class Award, the 
highest award in the Reference category, to AfricanEconomicOutlook.org.

African Economic Outlook 2010

ISBN: 9789264086524
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Latin American Economic Outlook

The Latin American Economic Outlook (LEO) is OECD’s annual flagship publication 
on the region.  Produced by the Development Centre since 2007, it is a vehicle for 
enhancing the dialogue with Latin America and putting OECD’s expertise at the 
service of the region while enriching the knowledge about diverse economic issues 
which  represent critical long-term challenges facing Latin America. Past studies have 
focused on  fiscal policy, migration and the growth of the middle class,  emphasizing 
the  ways these serve, or fail, development in Latin America

Academics and policy makers from relevant 
Brazilian institutions, such as BNDES, FGV or IPEA, 
as well as pertinent Brazilian ministries have been 
involved in the elaboration of the various editions 
of this report.  

www.oecd.org/dev/publications/leo

Latin American Economic Outlook 2010

ISBN: 9789264075214

“I am grateful to the OECD and 
its Development Centre for this 
wonderful opportunity to dialogue. 
We are keen to continue a plural 
dialogue in the future on what we 
are developing in Brazil-- particularly 

around issues related to innovation. There is much 
scope for cooperation.” 

Gilmar Ferreira Mendes, 

President of the Supreme Court of Brazil during 

“Making Reform Happen in Brazil: A Judicial 

Framework for Investment” seminar, OECD HQ, 

18 May 2009

“This publication will provide those 
concerned with Latin America’s future 
with valuable lessons for fiscal policy 
drawn from the experiences of OECD 

and Latin American countries.” 

Fernando Henrique Cardoso, 

Brazil’s Former President

9
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Latin American Economic Outlook 2011

This year’s Latin American Economic Outlook focuses on those in the middle of the income distribution in 
Latin America. If these middle sectors have stable employment and reasonably robust incomes, then, 
arguably, they provide a solid foundation for economic progress. Moreover, following the political 
role often attributed to the middle classes by historians and sociologists, they might also support 
moderate but progressive political platforms in Latin America’s democracies. In fact, this report shows 
that, contrary to expectations, in Latin America this group is still economically vulnerable, few have 
university degrees and many work in informal employment. This is a “middle class” quite different from 
the group that became the engine of development in many OECD countries. In Latin America, what 
are the economic characteristics of these vulnerable middle sectors? How do they perceive inequality, 
public policies and democracy? How can public policies protect the livelihoods of these middle-sector 
households? These questions guide the Outlook to discuss why and how upward mobility should and 
can be promoted, and how safety nets can be put in place to protect the most vulnerable within those 
middle-income groups, as well as the poorest and most disadvantaged households in the economy 
at large. The report tackles policies such as social protection and education that promote upward 
mobility, and underscores the importance of fiscal policy as a tool to finance the required reforms and 
programmes that can engage the Latin American middle sectors in a renewed social contract.

Latin American Economic Outlook 

2011 

ISBN 9789264094642
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A Landmark Pact in Civil Aircraft Trade 

In 2007, major civil aircraft exporting countries announced the OECD Aircraft Agreement, 
a breakthrough in international trade diplomacy which ended much acrimonious trade by 
limiting government support for export deals.  Brazil was one of the chief authors of the 
Agreement which took more than two years of tough negotiations to finalise and is a leader 
in  efforts to renew the Agreement.  

The civil aircraft sector includes medium, and small civil aircraft, helicopters and aero-
engines, as well as parts and components in addition to the large civil aircraft built by 
companies like Boeing and Airbus. The civil aircraft sector is concentrated mainly in the 
United States, Europe and Brazil.  By far the most important barriers faced by producers of 
civil aircraft are the substantial subsidies paid to by governments to foster their domestic 
production.  

The Aircraft Sector Understanding (ASU), covering all types of civil aircraft, from jumbo jets to small planes and helicopters, and places 
limits on the loan guarantees and other subsidies offered by government to their producers to support the export of aircrafts. By signing 
up to the agreement, aircraft exporting countries guard against the threat of possible trade suits over allegations of unfair subsidies.  The 
agreement has fostered competition among exporters based on quality and the price of goods and services, rather than creating a “subsidy 
race” among the government-supported Export Credit Agencies.

http://www.oecd.org/trade/xcred/

“We are delighted that 
this agreement, in a highly 
competitive sector, has 
been concluded under the 
auspices of the OECD.  
And, we are particularly 

pleased to see Brazil joining other 
leading world producers and exporters 
of civil aircraft in making this agreement 
possible.” 

Angel Gurría, 

OECD Secretary-General, during the ASU 

Signing Ceremony Brazil, Rio de Janeiro,  

30 July 2007

11
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Preventing Protectionism in International Investment

The OECD Freedom of Investment process provides a forum for inter-governmental cooperation on international investment policies.  It 
helps countries resist protectionism, expand the free flow of international capital and design policies that treat foreign investors fairly. 
Recently the Roundtables have produced guidance on investment policies relating to national security and have helped to secure open and 
fair treatment for investments from sovereign wealth funds.  Brazil, India and South Africa were active participant in these discussions.  

The Freedom of Investment process extends the tradition of OECD dialogue on investment issues that has been framed by the two 
OECD investment instruments:  the Code of Liberalisation of Capital Movements and the Declaration on International Investment and 
Multinational Enterprises.  These instruments promote open, transparent and non-discriminatory policies to investors as well as responsible 
conduct by international investors.  The Declaration, to which Brazil officially adheres, includes a code of conduct for international investors, 
the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.  

Also, the Freedom of Investment process provides detailed information with which to conduct peer reviews whereby participating countries 
examine each other’s policies.  Recently, G20 Leaders provided a mandate to track investment policy developments and to report on 
country observance to investment openness.  Brazil, India and South Africa participate in this monitoring. 

www.oecd.org/daf/foi
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An Improved Competition Regime

The government of Brazil has been working to modernize its competition law and policy since 2003.  The OECD Competition Committee 
provided advice and participated in a peer review on how best to reform Brazil’s competition regime.  The government adopted many of the 
resulting recommendations in a bill which is currently in the Brazil Senate.  

The OECD Competition Committee, made up of the 
leaders of the world’s major competition authorities, 
is a source of policy analysis and advice to governments 
on competition law, effective law enforcement, and 
competition-friendly regulation. The Committee  began 
in-depth reviews of national competition laws and policies 
in 1998 and has published reports for 32 countries 
including Brazil and South Africa. These reviews assess 
how each country deals with competition and regulatory 
issues, from the soundness of its competition law to the 
structure and effectiveness of its competition institutions. 
The review includes an exam of the country report by an 
international panel of experts. Peer Review of Competition 
Law and Policy of Brazil was published in 2005 and 2010.   

www.oecd.org/daf/competition

“The Brazilian Competition 
Policy System (BCPS) has 
significantly benefited from 
the work of the OECD 
Competition Committee. 

Since 1998, Brazil’s competition 
authorities have participated in two 
peer reviews and one informal review 
which have contributed to enhancing 
competition law and policy in the 
country.”

Mariana Tavares, 

Director, Secretariat of Economic Law of 

the Ministry of Justice (SDE)

Reviews of Competition Law and 

Policy in Latin America: A follow-up: 

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico  

and Peru 

ISBN: 9789264042001
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Smarter Regulations

High quality regulation supports economic performance and business activities and contributes to fostering innovation and improving 
competitiveness. The Regulatory Reform Reviews assist governments to reform their regulations in order to foster economic growth and 
attain particular social objectives.  Brazil’s regulatory regimes have been subject to a peer review in 2008. 
 

The report Brazil - Strengthening Governance for 
Growth found that regulatory frameworks and 
regulatory agencies in core sectors have helped Brazil’s 
economic performance by providing, for example, 
greater access to basic services such as mobile phones, 
further investment in energy and a stronger protection 
by private health insurers.  However, if Brazil is to continue 
to take advantage of the benefits of globalization and 
sustain long term economic growth, it needs to update 
its regulatory framework to allow it to modernise its core 
infrastructure, including energy, communication and 
transport. The Brazilian government has taken steps to 
improve its regulatory framework, and in support, the 
OECD organised an international seminar on the use of 
Regulatory Impact Analysis for policy development in 
Brasilia in March 2009.

www.oecd.org/gov

The OECD Regulatory Reform 
Review was one of the most 
relevant contributions to 
government proposals as well 
as academic discussions in 
the field over the last decade. 

This was true both for the final result, 
as well as the process of elaborating the 
review. The review contributed to a decisive 
change in paradigm, limiting the scope 
of preconceived ideas and reinforcing the 
need for a pragmatic approach towards the 
development of the country.  

Prof. Alexandre Santos de Aragãos, 

Professor in Public Law at the State University 

of Rio de Janeiro, Dr. State Law of the 

University of São Paulo, and State Attorney for 

the State of Rio de Janeiro.

OECD Reviews of Regulatory 

Reform: Brazil 2008: Strengthening 

Governance for Growth

ISBN: 9789264042933
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Leading on Corporate Governance

The financial crisis has revealed significant shortcomings in corporate governance practices.  The Latin American Corporate Governance 
Roundtable and Companies Circle are contributing recommendations for improvements in areas such as board practices, the exercise of 
shareholder rights, and enforcement against market abuse. 

Latin American Corporate Governance Roundtable and Companies Circle

The Latin American Corporate Governance Roundtable was established in April 2000. 
Roundtable participants come from countries such as Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the 
United States, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The Roundtable aims to facilitate public and private sector policy-dialogue by: 

•  Providing a forum for the exchange of experiences between senior policy-makers, 
regulators and market participants with first-hand experience of present developments 
and ongoing work;

•  Providing policy and practical input to the Roundtable’s work and to promote good 
corporate governance practices at the company level, through the Companies Circle 
group. 

“We always believed that 
sound corporate governance 
practices pay off, and we 
are encouraged to see 
this belief backed by the 
findings of the Companies 

Circle Practical Guide,” said André 
Covre, Chairman of the Latin American 
Roundtable’s Companies Circle and 
CFO, Ultrapar, Brazil. “With these 
tangible results, we are confident that 
efforts to improve corporate governance 
practices at our companies and the Latin 
American region as a whole will further 
contribute to economic development and 
sustainability in the region.”

15
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Brazil has always played a leading role in the OECD’s work on corporate governance, starting as a founding member of the Latin American 
Corporate Governance Roundtable, which has met annually since 2000 to build support for numerous corporate governance improvements 
achieved both in Brazil and regionally.  Brazil also hosted the first meetings of the Roundtable’s Companies Circle, which comprises leading 
Latin American companies including eight Brazilian companies in a sustained effort to improve corporate governance implementation. 
Following the financial crisis, Brazil was among the first countries to volunteer to participate in the Corporate Governance Committee’s 
newest initiative, to carry out multi-country peer reviews on priority corporate governance issues.    
 
www.oecd.org/daf/corporateaffairs/roundtables

OECD Principles of Corporate 

Governance 

ISBN: 9789264015999

 1 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The 2009 Meeting of the  
Latin American Corporate Governance Roundtable 

 

1-2 December, 2009  

Santiago, Chile 

 
White Paper on Strengthening the Role of Institutional 
Investors in Latin American Corporate Governance  

 

This revised White Paper has been provided for consideration by participants to the Latin American 
Roundtable on Corporate Governance meeting in Santiago, Chile.  It was prepared on the basis of 
information gathered for the 2007 and 2008 Roundtable meetings in Medellín, Colombia and Mexico 
City, Mexico and more recent developments.  It is provided to Roundtable participants under the 
responsibility of the OECD and IFC Secretariat.  Written comments or questions may be addressed to 
Daniel.Blume@oecd.org or Davit.Karapetyan@ifc.org by no later than 16 December 2009 prior to 
the issuance of a final version. 

Companies Circle of the
Latin American Corporate 
Governance Roundtable

Case Studies of Good
Corporate Governance
Practices

Versión en Español incluida
Versão em Português incluida

2nd Edition

 

Motivation

Purpose 
Alignment

Planning

What To Do

Family 
Business 

Challenges

Implementing

Tangible 
Benefits

         

Motivation

Purpose 
Alignment

Planning

What To Do

Family 
Business 

Challenges

Implementing

Tangible 
Benefits

         

Practical Guide  
to Corporate Governance
Experiences from the Latin American Companies Circle

White Paper on Strengthening 

the Role of Institutional 

Investors in Latin American 

Corporate Governance 

(forthcoming, 2010)

Practical Guide to Corporate 

Governance: Experiences 

from the Latin American 

Companies Circle (2009)

The Latin Amerin Roundtable 

Companies Circle Case 

Studies, 2nd Edition (2006)
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Ending Bank Secrecy

At the London Summit in April 2009 the G20 announced the end of bank secrecy. While it 
may have been a little early to announce victory, there has been an unprecedented movement 
towards removing bank secrecy as a barrier to the exchange of information in tax matters.  
Brazil is a leader in this international effort to tackle tax evasion, restore taxpayer’s trust and 
give them confidence that tax burdens are being shared fairly.  

Tax avoidance and tax evasion threaten government revenues 
throughout the world, which means fewer resources for 

infrastructure and affects the standard of living for both developed and developing economies. Globalisation 
generates opportunities to increase global wealth but also results in increased risks. The increase in cross-border 
flows that come with a global financial system require more effective tax cooperation. Better transparency and 
information exchange for tax purposes are key to ensuring that taxpayers have no safe haven to hide their 
income and assets and that they pay the right amount of tax in the right place.

Since the beginning of 2008 international tax evasion and the implementation of high standards of transparency 
and exchange of information have been very high on the political agenda, reflecting recent scandals that have 
affected countries around the world and the spotlight that the global financial crisis has put on financial centres 
generally. In 2009, over 90 jurisdictions joined the restructured and expanded Global Forum on Transparency 
and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes and agreed to an in-depth peer review process.  The work is led 
by a steering group of several countries, including Brazil, India and South Africa.  

www.oecd.org/tax/transparency

“These times call for a 
tougher attitude from 
employers, workers and 
governments. We cannot 
go on living with tax 
havens…” 

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 

Brazilian President at the ILO Jobs 

Summitt in June, 2009, Geneva.
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Tax Co-operation 2009:   

Towards a Level Playing Field

ISBN: 9789264040632 
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Commitment to Fighting Corruption 

Every year, millions of dollars are squandered on bribes paid to public officials in exchange for business advantages. The result: shoddy roads, 
crumbling bridges, sub-standard hospitals and schools, and food and drugs that don’t meet safety standards. Brazil  has joined the fight 
against corruption and is hosting two international conferences in 2010.  

The OECD attaches the highest priority to the fight against bribery and corruption in international business.  A 
great milestone in the OECD effort against international bribery is the 1997 OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, 
which captured worldwide attention as the first and only global instrument to fight the supply side of corruption 
in cross-border business deals. Today, bribing a foreign public official is a crime in the 38 countries, including 
Brazil, that have ratified the Convention.  Brazil is an active participant in on-going work of this Convention and 
is hosting  the Latin American Conference on Corporate Responsibility for Promoting Integrity and Fighting 
Corruption, taking place on 21-23 July in São Paulo.

www.oecd.org/corruption

Legislation denying the tax deductibility of bribes is a strong deterrent to bribing foreign public officials and 
tax officials can play a role in detecting bribes.  In 2009 the OECD adopted a new recommendation to further 
strengthen the role of tax authorities in the combat against bribery. 

www.oecd.org/nobribes

OECD Bribery Awareness 

Handbook for  

Tax Examiners 2009

ISBN: 9789264081857
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Developing a Green Growth Strategy

Climate change is a serious challenge in Latin America and Brazil.  The effects are felt throughout the region in, 
for example, the worsening of hurricanes in Central America and the Caribbean and the melting of glaciers in the 
Southern cone. Brazil has been invited to join an international effort to identify and implement environmentally 
and socially sustainable policies.  

Policy makers around the world are confronting a triple and very delicate challenge: record unemployment, 
unsustainable fiscal deficits and low growth.  All this in a context where environmental and climate concerns 
are becoming an increasingly important component of economic policy. A Green Growth Strategy is being 
developed to help countries recover from the economic crisis and move onto a greener growth path, and an 
interim report is available.  

www.oecd.org/greengrowth

Also, the OECD has recently published Integrating Climate Change Adaptation into Development Co-
operation which includes extensive information on potential climate change impacts and adaptive responses 
in Latin America.  

The Organization published the OECD Environmental Outlook to 2030 which shows that the global cost of 
action will be much lower if all countries work together to achieve common environmental goals. To implement 
cost-effective solutions, developed countries will need to work closely with emerging economies – especially 
Brazil, Russia, India, Indonesia, China and South Africa – as well as with other developing countries. OECD Environmental Outlook 

to 2030

ISBN: 9789264040489
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Integrating Climate Change 

Adaptation into Development 

Co-operation: Policy Guidance

ISBN: 9789264054769
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Mapping Carbon Capture and Storage

Brazil has one of the cleanest energy matrices in the world, with 43 to 45 percent of its energy needs being covered by renewable sources. 
That compares with an average of 12 to 13 percent for OECD countries.

On the path toward greater prosperity, Latin America, home to some of the earth’s greatest untapped natural 
resources, needs to meet today’s pressing needs without diminishing the capacity of future generations to 
meet theirs.  Energy statistics, performance and  trends in most Latin American countries are being monitored, 
allowing the International Energy Agency of the OECD to provide analysis and counsel on topics such as 
market reform and energy technology. The IEA’s annual World Energy Outlook incorporates the latest data 
and energy projections to 2030 for the region, addressing all types of energy sources and putting forward 
recommendations on good practices, as well as the assessment of potential renewable energy sources for the 
region. 

In 2009, as part of its Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Roadmap research, the IEA organized a Roundtable 
event in Brasília.  Brazil is Latin America’s largest energy consumer;  nonetheless, it has achieved a visible 
presence in the international energy scene, thanks to its unique energy profile.  Over 80% of Brazil’s electricity 
was found to be produced from hydropower with the rest being made up by a combination of fossil fuels, 
biomass, and nuclear.   

www.oecd.org/energy

World Energy Outlook

ISBN: 9789264061309



www.oecd.org/americalatina

The Contribution of Energy to a Cleaner Economy

The ever-growing demand for energy poses complex challenges for governments which are increasingly seeking to introduce alternative and 
renewable energy sources.  These new sources have economic and environment implications, and Brazil, China and India have contributed 
their energy data and experience to a report for decision-makers and researchers throughout the world who are concerned with energy 
policies and climate change.    

The cost of electricity is a key parameter in decision-making to affect energy 
diversification. The OECD’s International Energy Agency (IEA) and Nuclear Energy 
Agency (NEA) have recently released the Projected Costs of Generating Electricity 
which includes the latest costs for generating electricity from nuclear and fossil 
fuel thermal power stations and from a wide range of renewable technologies.  
This analysis was overseen by an international Expert Group of more than 50 
representatives from key countries. 

The report shows that, in Brazil, hydroelectricity is the most competitive sources 
of energy for generating electricity and that nuclear power is generally more 
competitive than all other energy sources such as coal or gas. Brazil’s nuclear energy 
capability accounts for about 3% of Brazil‘s electricity against 14% worldwide and 
21% in OECD countries. 

www.nea.fr

Projected Costs of Generating 

Electricity 2010

ISBN: 9789264084308

Nuclear Energy Outlook 

2008

ISBN: 9789264054103
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Making Government Work

The public workforce and how it is managed is a reflection of national political and economic priorities.  Managing the workforce effectively 
is crucial to public sector performance and to the effective delivery of public services especially in times of fiscal constraints.  

The Federal Government of Brazil has undertaken a review of human resource management of the federal 
civil service (executive branch). Lead peer reviewing countries included Canada, France, Japan, Spain and the 
United States.  

In the light of expanding size and costs of employment at the federal level, the review concluded that the 
government should reinforce its strategic workforce planning, rationalize staff compensation policies, increase 
the career system flexibility and reinforce staff performance management. It also emphasized ways to strengthen 
the management of senior management to increase management capacity and trust, and build leadership to 
achieve better results. Finally, the review provided advice and lessons from OECD countries experiences on 
how to strengthen capacity to conduct reforms in the HRM area, and reinforce the long term sustainability of 
HRM reforms. Review of Human Resource 

Management in Government: 

Brazil 2010 

ISBN: 9789264082212 
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Providing for the Elderly

In January 2010, Brazil established a new independent supervisory authority, PREVIC, to oversee Brazil’s 
private pension system.  Creating the new authority crowns a set of reforms introduced over an extended period 
that has seen Brazil come ever closer to international standards on private pension regulation and supervision. 

Ageing populations and the maintenance of adequate and sustainable pension systems are major challenges 
confronting Brazil and other countries throughout the world. Private pension arrangements are playing an 
increasingly important role in such systems, reducing the burden on the state and improving risk diversification. 
In response, the OECD has been promoting new international standards to enhance the security of private 
pension systems.  

Brazil, along with India and South Africa, has participated actively in OECD discussions on the development 
of new standards and guidelines.  Brazilian officials from Previdéncia Social (Ministry of Social Provision) have 
regularly attend official OECD meetings on Private Pensions since 2004.  In addition, Brazil has hosted key 
international conferences such as the OECD Conference on private Pensions in Latin America in October 2009.  
The conference allowed the sharing of experiences between countries which have already adopted effective 
pension policies and those that have recently implemented pension reforms or are considering changes in 
programs of complementary retirement.  

www.oecd.org/daf/insurance
www.oecd.org/daf/pensions

Complementary and Private Pensions throughout the World 2008

ISBN: 9789264043473

OECD Private Pensions 

Outlook 2008

ISBN: 9789264044388
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Improving Health 

As part of its project on the Economics of Prevention, the OECD recently published a report entitled Obesity and the Economics of Prevention – 
Fit Not Fat and contributed paper to a series on chronic diseases in the leading medical journal The Lancet. This work focuses on a range of 
OECD countries and other emerging economies, including Mexico and Brazil. It contributes to evidence-based policy making by exploring 
multiple dimensions of the obesity problem, which has reached extraordinary proportions in the American continent. It examines the scale 
and characteristics of the epidemic, the respective roles and influence of market forces and governments, and the impact of interventions. 

Health at a Glance 2009: 

OECD Indicators

ISBN 9789264061538

OECD Health Policy Studies

Achieving Better Value for 

Money in Health Care

ISBN 9789264074200 
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It outlines an economic approach to the prevention of chronic diseases that provides novel insights relative to 
a more traditional public health approach. The findings of OECD analyses, undertaken jointly with the World 
Health Organization, show that a comprehensive strategy to tackle obesity would lead to an annual gain of  
220 000 life years in good health in Brazil and 60 000 in Mexico, at a cost of less than USD 1 per head.
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Improving Financial Inclusion and Well Being

Today financial competence has become more essential as financial markets offer more complex choices.  The OECD has developed a 
financial education programme to address the needs of consumers and to ensure that vulnerable groups within our societies are not left 
behind.  India  and South Africa are actively involved in this effort.

Consumers are faced with a wide array of financial services to  
cover important risks, such ageing, illness and loss of housing.   
This is a result of the scaling back of pension and health 
benefits by governments and corporations but also of the 
emergence of more complex financial products.  As a result, 
individuals need to better understand the basics of financial 
risks and their implications in terms of saving, investment and 
credit. 

In December 2009, Brazil hosted an international conference 
enabling over thirty countries to share experiences in 
implementing good practices in financial education, discuss 
applied research and exchange information.  In March 2010, 
India followed up with a conference focusing on how financial 
education is instrumental to areach out to underserved and 
vulnerable groups.

 “My compliments to the 
OECD for innovatively 
leading the effort on 
financial inclusion in the 
developing world” and for 
“taking proactive initiative 

in generating awareness about financial 
education.”

Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee, 

23 March 2010, India-OECD Workshop 

Delivering Financial Literacy: Challenges, 

Approaches and Instruments.

Improving Financial Literacy: 

Analysis of Issues and Policies

ISBN: 9789264012561
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26 May 2010- Secretary-General, Angel Gurría ,with journalists during the 2010 Forum. OECD Conference Centre, Paris, France.
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Better Schools

Education is key to economic growth and to people’s ability to earn a living. Education 
is important for societies, too, as they respond to increasing cultural and ethnic diversity, 
inequality and the needs of disadvantaged people.  The OECD implements a student 
assessment across several countries to distill policy lessons; in addition, country-specific 
evaluations of education systems are also undertaken.

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is a worldwide evaluation of 
15-year-old school children’s scholastic performance in over 50 countries.  PISA aims at 
testing literacy in three competence fields: reading, mathematics, science.  Brazilian students 
have participated in all 4 PISA evaluations since 2000.  

Responding to member countries’ demands for regular and reliable data on the knowledge and skills of their students and the performance 
of their education systems, the OECD began work on the PISA with the first survey taking place in 2000, then in 2003, 2006 and 2009. 
Future surveys will be implemented in 2012 and 2015. PISA aims to measure how far students approaching the end of compulsory education 
have acquired some of the knowledge and skills essential for full participation in the knowledge society.  By showing that some countries 
succeed in providing both high quality and equitable learning outcomes, PISA sets out to determine the key conditions for successful 
learning.  It is interesting to note that Brazil’s performance was higher in PISA 2006 than in PISA 2003.  

www.pisa.oecd.org

“PISA gives us the 
opportunity to learn from 
those countries that are 
performing better than 
we are. And because PISA 
measures students’ learning 

that has occurred in school and out 
of school, it shows us why we need to 
engage every community in setting high 
standards for schools.”

Reynaldo Fernandes, 

Diretoria de Avaliação da Educação Básica.
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In 2010, the OECD published a review of the Brazilian state of Santa Catarina and its development. It presents an analysis of the system from 
pre-school to tertiary education and lifelong learning, and identifies key directions for policy reform in light of the challenges encountered 
by officials, communities, enterprises, educators, parents and students. It concludes with a set of key recommendations concerning the 
structure of the system and its labour market relevance; access and equity; governance and management; research, development and 
innovation; internationalisation; and financing. 

PISA 2009 Assessment Framework: Key Competencies 

in Reading, Mathematics and Science

ISBN: 9789264059603

Reviews of National Policies for Education: Santa 

Catarina State, Brazil 2010.

ISBN: 9789264091337

“The imperative of 
education policy making 
after the fall of apartheid 
in 1994 was to transform 
educational provision to 
improve access, equity 

and above all, the quality of schooling. 
The review of South Africa’s education 
policies by the OECD has made an 
important contribution to policy 
debates in our country and beyond. This 
rigorous review has enabled us to further 
strengthen education in South Africa.”

Angie Motshekganew, 

Minister of Education, South Africa.
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Reaching Out to Trade Unions

In the wake of the global crisis, the Trade Union Advisory Committee to the OECD (TUAC), 
is promoting a new model of growth that is fairer, more environmentally sustainable and 
more balanced between regions.  Brazilian trade unions  participate in this work.

The OECD represents the governments of its 34 member countries, but it does not work 
for them in a vacuum. The major stakeholders of democratic societies - business, trade 
unions and other members of civil society - also have an important role in OECD work. 
TUAC is a key partner, as the official voice of the labour movement at the Organisation, 
representing more than 60 million workers in 30 countries in the work of the OECD.  Its 
main aim is to ensure that global markets are balanced by an effective social dimension. 

TUAC works closely with the International Trade Union Confederation and the Trade Union 
Confederation of the Americas to ensure that the voice of workers in non-OECD countries are also heard. With the onset of the economic 
crisis, joint work with the Brazillian trade union movement has been stepped up and the Central Única dos Trabalhadores and other union 
centres have participated in work undertaken in TUAC to prepare the positions taken by Global Unions in the G20 and other fora. There is 
also joint work underway to improve the effectiveness of instruments such as the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.

www.tuac.org

“The OECD, through its 
Trade Union Advisory 
Committee (TUAC), 
has made a significant 
contribution to the 
dissemination of good labor 

practices in countries where it operates. 
In particular, the OECD Guidelines 
for Multinational Enterprises are an 
important tool for trade union activities 
in Brazil.”

Quintino Marques Severo, 

Secretary General, Central Unica dos 

Trabalhadores (CUT).
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Leveling the Playing Field for Businesses

The OECD has given the business community a seat at the table in major policy discussions—
indeed, the business community has been the catalyst of many important initiatives. The 
Business and Industry Advisory Committee (BIAC), serves as the voice of business on behalf 
of major industrial and employer organizationss. Brazil is represented by the Confederação 
Nacional da Indústria (CNI) (National Confederation of Industry)

The OECD’s activities have a direct bearing on the ability of multinational firms and 
exporters to compete and succeed in the global marketplace. These include: 

n   Addressing cutting-edge global regulatory matters (e.g., trade, taxation, new technologies, antitrust, corporate governance, 
foreign investment, chemicals) through a highly developed intergovernmental system of expert committees.

n   Providing comparative data, analysis, and forecasts on member states, as well as policy analysis and guidance for both members 
and non-members such as China, India, and South Africa. 

n   Formulating binding multilateral agreements in such areas as anti-bribery, balance of payment, foreign investment, and steel. 
n   Providing a neutral, cooperative forum for discussing especially long-term or difficult economic, social, environmental, and 

other regulatory matters.

BIAC members participate in discussions and policy formation through consultations with leadership, government delegates, committees, 
and working groups, and provide first hand insight, advice and industry perspective. As a result, policies and programs are strengthened and 
better positioned to really work in the marketplace

www.biac.org

“OECD and BIAC are 
an important source 
of studies, information 
and benchmarking for 
CNI´s growth agenda for 
Brazil. We value Brazil´s 

participation at OECD”

 José Augusto Coelho Fernandes, 

CNI Executive Director
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Enhanced Engagement :  A Snapshot of Committee Participation

Government representatives meet in specialised committees to advance ideas and review progress in specific policy areas, such as 
economics, trade, science, employment, education or financial markets.  There are about 250 committees, working groups and expert 
groups. Some 40 000 senior officials from national administrations go to OECD committee meetings each year to request, review and 
contribute to work undertaken by the OECD Secretariat. Once they return home, they have online access to documents and can exchange 
information through an electronic network.

Brazil, with India, South Africa, China and Indonesia, participates in several OECD committees.   

Governing Board of the Development Centre Brazil, India, Indonesia, South Africa, 

Steel Committee Brazil, India, South Africa,

PISA Governing Board Brazil, China, Indonesia

Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, South Africa

Committee for Agriculture (or subsidiary bodies) Brazil, China, India, South Africa

Committee for Scientific and Technological Policy (or subordinate bodies) Brazil, China, South Africa

Committee on Statistics (or subordinate bodies) Brazil, India, South Africa

Competition Committee (or subsidiary bodies) Brazil, Indonesia, South Africa
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Trade Committee (or subsidiary bodies) Brazil

Investment Committee Brazil

Public Governance Committee Brazil

Committee on Fiscal Affairs China, India, South Africa

Territorial Development Policy Committee South Africa

Chemicals Committee South Africa

Committee for Information Computer and Communications Policy Brazil, China, India, South Africa

Working Group on Bribery in International Business Transactions, a subordinate body of the Investment Committee Brazil, South Africa

Subordinate bodies of Education Policy Committee (2 INES Networks) Brazil

Joint IEA/NEA ad hoc Experts Group on Electricy Generating Costs Brazil, China, India

Working Party on Aid Effectiveness, a subordinate body of the Development Assistance Committee India, Indonesia, South Africa

Environmental Policy Committee Brazil, India, South Africa

Institutional Management in Higher Education Governing Board Brazil, India, South Africa

Working Party on Private Pensions, a subordinate body of Insurance and Private Pensions Committee Brazil, India, South Africa



Recent OECD Publications in Portuguese

Estudos econômicos da OCDE: Brasil 2005
ISBN:  9788522505050

Babies and Bosses: Políticas de Conciliação da 
Actividade Profissional e da Vida Familiar  
(Volume 3): Nova Zelândia, Portugal e Suíça
ISBN: 9789264047822

PISA 2006: Competências em ciências para o 
mundo de amanhã: Volume 1 Análise e  
Volume 2  Dados
ISBN: 9788516058616

Perspectivas Econômicas da América Latina 
2009
ISBN: 9789264059634

iLibrary has over 200 publications in Portuguese and more than 150 Multilingual Summaries.  It provides access to publications from the 
OECD, the International Energy Agency (IEA), the Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) and the International Transport Forum (ITF).  Over 100 
academic and public institutions in Brazil have free-at-the-point-of-use access to the publications and databases and may download in 
various formats. 

www.oecdilibrary.org
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Futuro da Economia Global: Rumo a uma 
expansao duradoura?
ISBN: 9789728170714

Compreender o Crescimento Económico: Nível 
macro, nível industrial, nível empresarial
ISBN: 9789728818555

Avaliações de Políticas Nacionais de Educação: 
Estado de Santa Catarina, Brasil 
ISBN : 9789264091368

Linhas directrizes que regem a protecção dos 
consumidores contra as práticas comerciais 
transfronteiriças fraudulentas e enganosas 
ISBN: 9789264065871

Fatores que interferem no desempenho das 
escolas: Analisando sistemas escolares através 
do prisma do PISA 
ISBN: 9788516050405 

Rumo a um Desenvolvimento Sustentável: 
Indicadores Ambientais 
ISBN: 9789264066076

Aprendendo para o Mundo de Amanhã: 
Primeiros resultados do PISA 2003
ISBN: 9789264065987

Perspectivas Econômicas da América Latina 
2010
ISBN: 9789264076488
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Centro de la OCDE en México para América Latina
Av. Presidente Mazaryk 526, Colonia: Polanco, C.P. 11560, México, D.F.

Tel.:  52 55 91 38 62 33
Fax.: 52 55 52 80 04 80

www.oecd.org/centromexico

Centre for Co-Operation with Non-Members
2, rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris CEDEX 16, France

www.oecd.org/ccnm
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