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Structure of the Presentation

1. Introduction to ICCAT -- the Regional Fisheries Management Organization (RFMO) 

responsible for management of swordfish in the Atlantic.

a) Benchmarks for successful management ïMSY based.

b) How advice is conveyed from Science (SCRS) to decision-makers.

2. The ICCAT assessment process and the ñreport cardò for stocks within its purview.

3. Swordfish ïAtlantic overview, the value of the catch and method of assessment.

4. Stock status of swordfish.

5. History of management actions taken, and the response of the population.

6. Swordfish success story -- biological resilience or good management?

7. Future challenges for management.



ICCAT is one of 5 Tuna Regional Fishery Management 

Organizations. The Secretariat is in Madrid. ICCAT is 

responsible for conduct of research and management of 

fisheries for Atlantic tunas and tuna-like species.

ÅAbout 30 species are of direct 

concern to ICCAT; major species 

include : 

ÅSkipjack, yellowfin, bigeye, 

bluefin, albacore, swordfish blue 

and white marlin, sailfish and 

others.  

ÅPelagic sharks and bycatch species 

such as seabirds have been recently 

added

ÅNumber of contracting parties 

increasing rapidly, now 48.

Evelyne Meltzer, 2005. Global Overview of Straddling 

and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, http://www.dfo-

mpo.gc.ca/fgc-cgp/documents/meltzer_e.htm

1. Introduction to ICCAT



1. Introduction to ICCAT (cont)

Å The Convention establishing ICCAT was:

ïSigned in Rio de Janeiro, 1966

ïEntered into force in 1969

ïAmended in 1984 and 1992

Å Objective:

Maintain populations at levels 
which will permit the maximum 
sustainable catch for food and other 
purposes.

Å The Science component of ICCAT is 
known as the SCRS (Standing Committee 
for Research and Statistics. 
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ICCAT Objective

1a.  Benchmarks for successful management 

and implementing rebuilding plans.

Thus, Sustainability in the ICCAT Convention context is to ñget green

and be happyò

Many concepts about sustainability exist, and stocks are known to persist 

while supporting fishing at quite depressed levels. In the ICCAT 

Convention, the Management Objective is to maintain stocks at levels 

sufficient to produce MSY



ñCobra Trackò showing history 

of stock status

Phase plot showing current 

status (red point) and 

associated uncertainty

1b. How Stock Status Advice is 

Communicated to ICCAT Commissioners


