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ñThe world has never been richer and yet as poor ï

this is the tragic paradox of our times.ò

Page Á3

We now are faced with a new scenario of a 

polarized world, with globalized, dual 

societies: rich and poor nations and 

communities of rich and poor within the same 

nation.
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Contrasting Social Images
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Contrasting Social Images
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The Latin American Context

ÁLatin America is probably the region that most exemplifies this 

phenomenon.

Á209 million people live in poverty, many in the extreme poverty.



3

Page Á7

ÁIn the last decade, Mexico has produced the greatest increase in 

billionaires in history.
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Latin American Universities
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Latin American Universities

ÇLatin American universities are the

regionôsprimary resource for

understanding.

ÇThey have to make sense of the

contradictions and challenges and 

search for solutions.

ÇRhetoric is easy;  concrete plans and 

actions are not.
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Latin American Universities

ÁTraditionally, 

universities fulfill their obligations to society

through teaching and research

RESEARCH

TEACHING
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Latin American Universities

ÁExcellence, pertinence and prestige are assessed by:

ÇPatents

ÇPublications

ÇPh.D.s

In developing countries, when the university elite dedicate 

themselves only to these goals, social inequities and 

disintegration are exacerbated
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Latin American Universities

ÁDuring the last decade in Latin America:

+  University enrollment has increased 14%

+ Enrollment of women has increased

- Indigenous enrollment has noté

- Access for the economically marginalized has noté

- The average investment in education in Latin America has dropped to 20 

times less than developed countries!

- CRES 2008
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The realityé

Á90% of new knowledge and the transfer of technology in Latin

America is through university research.

ÁTherefore, the advancement of science, technology, research

and development for the good of society is limited
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The realityé
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INTEGRATION OF SOCIAL SERVICE

INTO THE SUBSTANTIVE FUNCTIONS

OF THE UNIVERISTY


